n 


— 
o 
22 


o 
* 
4 


LETTERS 


THE REV. PHILIP DODDRIDGE, b. D. 


LATE OF NORTHAMPTON 2 


FUBLISHED FROM THE ORIGINALS * 
wiTH 


NOTES EXPLANATORY AND BIOGRAPHICAL : 


BY 


THOMAS STEDMAN, M. A. 


— ————— 


Vicar or Sr. CHAD's, SHREWSBURY, 


* 


« His learning, piety, and politeneſs recommended him to the 
eſteem and friendſhip of ſeveral of high rank and diſtinguiſhed learn- 
ing, both among the clergy and laity, with whom he kept up a 
correſpondence. From them he received very obliging letters, ex- 
preſſing in ſtrong terms, the regard they had for his works, and the 
benefit they had found from them. The eſteem of ſuch perſons 
for one in his ſtation, was an ample teſtimony to his great merit; 
as nothing but his perſonal qualifications could recommend him to 


their notice. ; 
Mr. Orton“ Life of Dr, Deddrid ge. 


—— —— 


S HR EWS BU R 


PRINTED AND SOLD BY J. A W. EDDOWES.s 


$0LD ALSO BY T. LONGMAN, PFATERNOSYER-ROW, AND r. ADT, 
STRAND, LONDON; THE PRINCIPAL - BOOKSELLERS IN OXFORD, 
CAMBRIDGE, &c. &c. AND BY P. SANDFORD, r. wood, 
86. HARWOOD, AND MRS, PRYSE, BOOKSELLERS 
IN SHREWSBURY, . 


MDCCXCs, 
[PRICE sx SHILLINGS, IN BOARDS. ] 


To 
ROWLAND WINGFIELD, Esquise, 
OF THE HALL, NEAR SHREWSBURY, 


THIS VOLUME OF LETTERS 


IS INSCRIBED, 


2 AS A SINCERE TESTIMONY 
TN - OF GREAT RESPECT AND ESTEEM, 


BY HIS MOST OBLIGED, 


AND MOST HUMBLE SERVANT, 


THOMAS STEDMAN. 


_ APRIL 3. 1790, 


REFA CE 


THE Letters preſented in this volume 
to the publick, will, the editor of 


them hopes, be found entertaining, in- 


tereſting, and uſeful. Several of their 
writers rank high in the records of fame; 
and all of them were the friends of vir- 

tue, piety, and moderation. | 


The taſte of the preſent times appears 
to reh{h publications of this kind : and, 
provided they be undertaken with deli. 
cacy and judgment, it may not be amiſs 
to indulge and gratify it. - That pubs 
te lications like this, (ſays Mr. Duncombe, 
ce in his preface to the Letters of Arch- 
« biſhop Herring) in which nothing is 
*« ſaid that can offend, nothing but what 
* muſt pleaſe, or inform, and intereſt the 
« reader, are allowable and meritorious, 


cc appears 


vi PREFACE: 


t appears from the correſpondence of 
© many reſpectable perſons of our times 
e having been conveyed to the preſs by 
« their beſt friends and repreſentatives.” 
— Conſiderable pains have been taken to 
render this collection as little exception- 
able as poſſible. Indeed, conſidering the 
variety of letters contained in it, it could 
not be ſuppoſed, that all of them would 
pleaſe the editor alike; and ſome he 
has ventured to inſert, as tending, among 
other things, to ſhew the excellent tem- 
per and diſpoſition of their writers,* or 
of others mentioned occaſionally, to- 
wards 
* Particularly Dr. Warburton's. Since whoſe excel- 
lently well-written and candid Letters were printed off, 4 
a Friend, to whom they had been communicated, makes x 
the following remark on a paſſage in Ne. LXII, p. f 
208; where the writer, ſpeaking of the Diſquiſitions, 
ſays, I wiſh ſucceſs to them as much as you can do, — 
% This is ſaid on the candid ſuppoſition, that the Diſ- 
quiſitors meant to improve our preſent eccleſiaſtical ſyſtem, 
We now know for what other ends, &c.“ Some. allows 
ance muſt be made for Dr. Warburton's civility to Dr. 
Doddridge, when he wrote this letter, which might pro- 


bably add ſome ſtrength to his manner of expreſſing 
himſelf in it, 


+ See particularly Ne. XXXIV. 


PREFACE i 
wards perſons of a different perſuaſion 
from themſelves ; and that their candour 
did not yield even to that of its warm- 
eſt friends and admirers, 


| Theſe Letters were put into the edi- 
tor's hands, by their venerable poſſeſſor, 
with whoſe friendſhip he has been ho- 
noured for many years, merely for his 
amuſement, On peruſing them, he was 


ſo much pleaſed with their various ex- 


cellencies, that being deſirous of com- 
municating ſome degree of the ſame plea. 
ſure to others, and thereby of affording 
ſome ſervice to his worthy and excellent 
Friend, he ſolicited the publication of 
them. His requeſt was, at firſt, attended 
with ſuſpenſe ' and heſitation : but ſome 
judicious perſons being conſulted on the 
occaſion, and finding they approved of 
the deſign, and were diſpoſed to encou- 
rage it, all difficulty was removed, and 
he found himſelf at liberty to engage 
in the undertaking. He knew of no 
other perſon, who was likely in his ſtead, 
to do this; and as there were circum- 

ſtances, 


ſtances, which required diſpatch, he was 


not willing to loſe any time in mak- 
ing uncertain, and, moſt probably, fruit- 
Teſs enquiries. 


The motive for the publication of theſe 
Letters — which is, to aſſiſt the venera- 
ble relift of the eminently good Dr. 
Doddridge; and at the ſame time, to 
ferve the cauſe of truth and virtue, 
charity and moderation — will, the editor 
truſts, recommend it to the favourable 
notice and regard of all candid and be- 


nevolent perſons, and be a ſufficient a- 


pology for the undertaking. If it be 
made ſubſervient to theſe purpoſes, he 
will think himſelf amply rewarded. for 
that time and attention, which amidſt 
his various and important ee, he 
has beſtowed 3085 it. 
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It has been ſuggeſted, that Letter XVII, is too long and ſolemn 
for the occaſion on which it was written; eſpecially conſidering 
the amiable character of the perſon to whom it was addrefſed. The 
editor thinks ſo too: but as it is now too late either to omit or 
ſhorten it, he hopes it will be read with proper allowance; and 
he even flatters himſelf, that it will have its uſe, particularly with 
thoſe of his readers, who may be in circumſtances of pain and 
affliction. 


De Profits ariſing from the Publication of theſe 
Letters, will be preſented by the Editor to the 
Doctors Widow. 
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PHILIP DODDRIDGE, b. D. 


e 
Fou THE any. MR. Cra. 


DEAR PHIL. + St, Alban's, March 28, 1720. 
Received both your letters, the former when 

at London the week before laſt, and the latter 
yeſterday. I had written to you ſooner, but that 
J have been very buſy in preparing a piece for 
B the 


* Afterwards Dr. Clark of St. Alban's; to whom Dr. 
Doddridge was under very particular obligations in the 
- courſe of his education and ſtudies. To him, I may 
truly ſay, that under God, I owe even myſelf, and all 

my 


+ Mr, Doddridge was now in his eighteenth year, 
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the preſs, viz. * A Collection of the Promiſes of 
Scripture, ranged under their reſpective heads, the 
texts at length, in two parts; containing the 
bleſſings promiſed, and the perſons to whom the 
promiſes are made; with an appendix, of pro- 
miſes relating to the future ſtate of the church; 
and a preface, giving an account of the uſe, 
and rules for the application of the promiſes.” 
I at firſt deſigned it for the uſe of the young 
people of this congregation, but am now per- 
ſuaded to print it, as what may be more gene- 
rally uſeful. 


I have 


my opportunities of publick uſefulneſs in the church ; to 
him, who was not only the inſtructor of my childhood 
and youth in the principles of religion, but my guardian 
when an helpleſs orphan, as well as the generous, tender, / 
faithful friend, in all my advancing years.” See his Fu- 
neral Sermon for Dr. Clark, and Mr, Orton's Life of Dr. 
Doddridge, page 7, 2d edition.“ 


* It is impoſſible, we cannot but think, for any unprejudiced 
perſon, who has the leaſt pretenſions to religion or goodneſs of 
heart, to read, with attention, Mr. Orton's Account of Dr. Dod- 
dridge's Life, and not to entertain a very high idea of him. Mr. 
Orton was intimately acquainted with the Doctor, had the beſt op- 
portunities of knowing his real character, and appears, through the 
whole of his performance, to be a perſon of great integrity, and 
incapable of advancing any thing which he did not believe to be 
ſtrictly true. From the whole of his account, the Doctor appears 
to have been a perſon of fincere piety, earneſtly defirous of being 
ſerviceable to mankind in their higheſt intereſts, of uncommon di- 
ligence and application, of great fenſibility and benevolence of heart, 
of diſtinguiſhed capacity, and of a truly amiable temper and diſpo- 
fition of mind. Monthly Review, for Feb. 1766,—4 Dr. Doddridge's 
Life (ſays Mr. Orton, in a Letter to the Editor of theſe Letters, dated 
Nov. 6, 1782) coſt me immenſe pains, and helped to break my con- 
ſtitution. But I hope it hath done, and will do, ſome good; though 
thoſe who I think on many accounts ſhould have paid the greateſt 
attention to it, have regarded it leaſt,” 
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J have herewith ſent you Langius for Mr. Jen- 
nings'sf peruſal : there are ſome things in it which 
I doubt not he will be pleaſed with, and parti- 
cularly the ſtreſs he lays upon the neceſſary me- 
thods for rectifying the diſorders of the will and 
affections, as the eſſential buſineſs of education; 
which yet is generally too much overlooked, and 
meaſures taken rather to puff up with pride and 
vanity, than to implant and cultivate the habits 
of piety, humility, and ſelf-government. You 
will therefore find in that book, what will de- 
ſerve your conſideration. 
| am glad to hear you have fo well recovered 
your health. I hope it is, becauſe God deſigns 
to make uſe of you as an inſtrument of his glory, 
and that therefore you will look. upon this pro- 
vidence as laying you under a further obligation 
to do what you can to fit yourſelf for that pur- 
poſe. You have now your time entire for trea- 
ſuring up valuable knowledge under the conduct 
of a very worthy tutor; and as I doubt not 
you improve that advantage to the uttermoſt, 
ſo J am deſirous it may be continued to you as 
long as poſſible: for I would have you furniſh- 
ed, not with a bare ſuperficial taſte of literature, 
but with ſo rich a ſtock of ſolid knowledge as 
B 2 may 
t The Rev. Mr. John Jennings, who was Mr. Dod- 
dridge's tutor, kept an Academy at Kibworth, in Lei- 
ceſterſhire, a goutioman of great learning, piety, and uſe- 
fulneſs ; author of Two Diſcourſes on preaching Chriſt, 
&c.“ which at their firſt publication, two Biſhops of the 


Church of England, publickly recommended to the pe- 
ruſal of their clergy, at their viſitations. 
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may ahundantly qualify you for whatever ſervice | 


God ſhall call you to in his church. Therefare 
now is your time far thorough improvement; 
far when you are called to puhlick work, yqu 
will meet with a thouſand ayacations. Claſe rea- 
ſaning, a perfect acquaintance with the ſcripture, 
and the methods of applying maſt effectually to 
the canſciences of men, are what JI in particular 
recommend to yaur diligent application. In or- 
der to acquire ſame ſkill in what I mentioned 
laſt, it is neceſſary to ſtudy the paſſions and the 
ſecret ſprings by which men are maved, and the 
ſeveral principles upon which they generally act, 
but eſpecially ane's own heart; a thorough know. 
ledge of that will lead you the directeſt way 
into the breaſt of another. But I need not by 
ſuch hints to anticipate the inſtructions of Mr. 
Jennings upon thele ſubjects. 

It would give me, I doubt not, an agreeable 
entertainment, if you would when you have an 
opportunity, ſend me ſame of your publick exer- 


ciſes, and particularly your obſervations upon the I 


different ſtyle of ſome of the penmen of ſcrip- 

ture, of which Mr. Jennings informed me. 

I deſire my humble ſervice to Mr. Jennings 

and his lady. Heartily recommending you and 

your ſtudies to the divine bleſſing, I am, 
Your affectionate friend, 


SAMUEL CLARK. 
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F 
FROM THE SAME. 


DEAR PHIL. St. Alban's, October 3, 1721. 
1 Have nothing to object againſt your preſent 
1 method of ſtudy. I am ſenſible of the dif- 
ficulties, Pneumatology has attending it. The 
only method of extricating oneſelf out of them 
is to ſee that we have clear ideas of all the 
terms we uſe, whether ſingle, or connected into 
propoſitions, and that we take nothing for grant- 
ed without ſufficient evidence; and, which flows 
from the other two, that we do not pretend to 
reaſon upon things about which we have no ideas, 
that is, that we do not pretend to impoſſibili- 
ties. Mr. Locke's Eſſay is ſo uſeful to direct 
the mind in its reſearches, that methinks it ſhould 
have been read before you went upon pneuma- 
tics. It might have helped to free you from 
the embaraſſment you complain of. As to your 
contemplations upon the being and attributes of 
God, take heed of ſuffering your mind to reſt 


in barren ſpeculations. Whatever clear and en- 


larged ideas you attain to of the divine excel. 


lencies, ſee that they have a proportionable effect 


upon the ſoul, in producing reverence, affection, 
ſubmiſſion, &c. The conſideration of the infinite 
diſtance between God and the creature, which 
ſtrongly appears to one upon reading ſuch books 
as Dr, Clarke's, &c. directly tends to promote 

B 3 humility, 
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humility, perfe& reſignation, and all thoſe other 
diſpoſitions, which ought to be conſtantly preva- 
lent in us towards our great Creator, in whom 
we live and move and have our being. Such a 
conſideration of thoſe ſublime truths concerning 
the being and attributes of God as affects the 
heart, carries with it a pleaſure vaſtly ſuperior 

to that which ariſes barely from ſpeculation. 
In the courſe of your reading upon the canon 
of ſcripture, I recommend it to you in a particu- 
lar manner, to get well eſtabliſhed both as to the 
authority of the ſcriptures in general, and of the 
particular books, in oppoſition to thoſe which are 
ſpurious. The prevalency of deiſm makes the 
cultivating of that ſubje& very neceſſary. 4 
I have not time now to add any thing fur- I 
ther, and hope ſoon to ſee you here. I pray 
God to continue to bleſs your ſtudies, and fit | 
you in an eminent degree for his ſervice, which 1 
will be the higheſt ſatisfaction to 4 
Your affectionate friend; 


S. CLaRK. 


LETTER 
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I + he os i Os : 6 
From THE SAME, 


DEAR PHIL. St. Alban's, Dec. 8, 1722. 
OU may well wonder at my long conti- 
nued filence. I blame myſelf for it: but 
it is not owing to a diſregard of you, for I 
have ſeveral times been going to write, but one 
thing or other has till hindered me. I have both 
your letters before me. I had heard of your 
beginning to preach before I received your for- 
mer, and was informed at the fame time it was 
with good acceptance. I entirely rely upon your 
tutors judgment as to the reaſons of your be- 
ſo ſoon. Whatever acceptance you meet 
with, you will uſe as an argument to encourage 
your endeavours, after the utmoſt improvement 
of yourſelf; to which I aſſure myſelf Mr. Jen- 
nings's obſervations upon your performances and 
his advice will confiderably contribute. One thing 
that young miniſters have particular reaſon to 
ſtudy, is Humility. Many are the temptations to 
vanity, eſpecially if they have the advantages of 
ſuperior ability and acceptance. Indulging to this 
weakneſs, will be a bar to the divine influences, 
for God reſiſteth the proud, but gives more grace 
to the humble; it leſſens a man very much in the 
eye of judicious perſons, who will be able to 
diſcover and deſpiſe it, whatever artful methods 
are taken to diſguiſe it; and it ordinarily takes 
B 4 , "oF 
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off from the vigour of one's endeavours to make 
further advances to improve oneſelf. It is good 
therefore to have our eyes very much upon our 
own defects, and to think how much we fall 
ſhort of thoſe. excellent patterns, which we ſhould 
be always propoſing to ourſelves. Let us not 
value ourſelves upon, nor be much concerned 
about, the opinions of men, but labour above 
all things after the divine approbation. It is 
of great importance in all our miniſterial per- 
formances, to have much in view our great end, 
which i is, the advancement of the intereſts of re- JF 
ligion, and the falvation of ſouls; and not only 
in the general, but in every particular miniſtra- 4 J 
tion to raiſe in our minds a very ſenſible concern 
about theſe matters. O may I now be ſo 
happy, as to make and promote good impreſ- 
fions on thoſe who hear me! to awaken ſome 
ſinners, to diſpoſe others more effectually to the 1 
exerciſes of piety and holineſs! What meaſures 


l if ſhall I take for that purpoſe? See that in 3 
: every ſermon theſe ends be purſued with the 8 
1 greateſt ardour.” But I need not be particular 


in advices of this nature, as I am ſatisfied your 
tutor is not wanting in giving you all the admo- 
nitions and cautions that are neceſſary. It is in- 
deed my entire confidence in him, which makes 
me think it needleſs to give you my thoughts, 
and conſequently to write ſeldomer. 
As for your qualifying yourſelf to preach more 
frequently in the country, I leave that entirely 
1 to your tutor's diſcretion, who will, I doubt not, 
1 adviſe you for the beſt. 


I am 
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I am not able to determine in what manner vou 
will be diſpoſed of when the courſe of your ſtudies 
is finiſhed at Kibworth. I ſhould be glad to have 
your education continued longer at Mr. Jennings's, 
if the means could be found out ; but, as ſome ſup- 
plies will be withdrawn, 1 believe it will be neceſ- 
fary to enter upon ſome way in which you may be 
able to ſupport yourſelf. If I could procure ſome 
agreeable family for you to be in, where you 
would not be obliged to conſtant preaching, but 
have time for your ſtudies, I ſhould adviſe you 
to fall in with it. But I ſhall confult Mr. Cot- 
ton and ſome other friends about it, and if Mr. 
Jennings comes to town this chriſtmas, I hope 
I ſhall have an opportunity of diſcourſing with 
him. What expenſes you find neceſſary for your 
accommodation, Mr. Jennings will ftill ſupply you 
with. I aſſure myſelf you will retrench every 

thing that is unneceſſary, fince money comes in 
but flowly. I ſhall take care to tranſmit what 
you deſire to your ſiſter. All here are well, and 
ſend their ſervice to you; and pray mine to Mr. 
and Mrs. Jennings. I continue to recommend 
you and your ſtudies to the divine blefling and 
grace; and heartily pray you may have the ho- 
nour to be employed by our great Lord and 
Maſter conſiderably to advance his kingdom and 
' intereſt in the world; to ſee which will be an 
abundant recompenſe for whatever trouble I have 
been at upon your account. I am, 
/ Your affectionate friend, 


S. CLARK, 


LETTER 


my humble ſervice to him; and tell him I ſhall 
ſhall have the happineſs of ſtanding in ſuch a 


nent ſervice in the church of God, if you wiſe- 
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FRoM THE SAME. 


DEAR SIR, St. Alban's, May 11, 1723. 

Received yours, in which you give me an ac- 

count of the proſpe& you have of an invita- 
tion to ſettle at Coventry. I had ſome converſa- 
tion relating to that matter with Mr. Jennings 
laſt chriſtmas : we both joined in our ſentiments, 
that it would be an agreeable ſituation for you. 
I think it muſt needs be of great advantage to * 
you, to be with ſuch a perſon as Mr. Warren, > 
whoſe good ſenſe, prudence, piety, learning, and 0 
good temper, will render his converſation, ex-  X 
ample, and miniſtry very uſeful to you. Pray 


think it a very good providence, if a perſon 
for whom I have ſo much concerned myſelf, 


relation to him. I do not know any thing that 


could be more conducive to fit you for emi- 


ly improve the advantage, as I doubt not you 
will. I am extremely pleaſed with the meaſures 


you propoſe as to a prudent conduct of your- 
felf, if you ſhould ſettle at Coventry. Prudence 
is, I could almoſt ſay, above all things neceſ- 
fary to a Miniſter, in order to his uſefulneſs. At 
firſt, caution, circumſpection, and obſervation will 


be N Experience, and an enlarged know- 
ledge 
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ledge of men and things will afterwards enable 
you to act with greater advantage, according to 
the rules of prudence. The acceptance provi- 
dence favours you with, makes it neceſſary, as 
believe I have at other times obſerved, that 
you be very much upon your guard againſt all 
the ebullitions of pride and vain glory, which 
are ſo natural to us all, and eſpecially when 
we firſt come abroad into the world with ad- 
vantage. Humility is the beſt ornament to va- 
luable gifts. The ſhade it caſts upon them makes 
them appear the more lovely, and gives them 
the greater efficacy. Let your heart be full of a 
ſenſe of thoſe manifold defects, which an inward 
acquaintance with yourſef will eafily diſcover. 
Have often before your eyes the nature and 
importance of the work you are engaged in, 
and the account you have to give, and you will 
always find reaſon to ſay from your heart, with 
the bleſſed apoſtle, © Who is ſufficient for theſe 
things ?” Let your great concern in all your 
miniſtrations and converſation be the advancing 
of the glory of God, and the falvation of ſouls, 
and you will then be the leſs defirous of or 
pleaſed with the applauſe of men. You will ex- 
cuſe my giving you theſe cautions. My 
rience and obſervations of myſelf and others, 
give me reaſon to think them not needleſs. 

I entirely approve of your acceptance of Co- 
ventry rather than Kibworth, if you have the 
option; and heartily pray God you may be an 
inſtrument of much ſervice in that conſiderable 

Place. 
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place. I ſuppoſe you have received both the 
tetters I wrote to you relating to Kibworth. 
Pray my humble ſervice to, Mr. Jennings and 
his lady. I am, 
Your affectionate friend, 
and humble ſervant, 


S. CLARK. 
EAT TER TY. 
From THE SAME. 
DEAR SIR, St. Alban's, Dec. 1, 1723. 


T is a great ſatisfaction to me to ſee that 
Providence has rendered you fo acceptable, 
that you have already ſuch opportunities of chooſ- 
ing where you will be ſerviceable. I have hi- 
therto thought it moſt for your advantage to 
continue a while in the country, for the reaſons 
you have heard me mention ; but if the congrega- 
tioh in London ſhould unite in their invitation to 
you, I do hot ſee that you can have reaſons ſuffi- 
cient to induce you to withſtand it. I know your 
youth is a conſiderable objection againſt _ 
acceptance of ſuch a poſt, and in London, 
cially at this time of day z but that God, who 
calls you out to eminent ſervice in his Chutch, 
will 1 hope fit and ſtrengthen you for it, if 
with 
Mr. Doddridge choſe to ſettle at Kibworth, prigei- 
pally on account of his youth, and that he might purſue 
his ſtudies with greater advantage. See his Life, p. 21. 


+ See his Life, page 40. 
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with an humble ſenſe of your own inſufficiency 
you caſt yourlelf on him, and are ſo much the 
more diligent in the uſe of all helps for your 
improvement. There are indeed in London ma- 
ny avocations and hinderances of ſtudy, which 
to a young man eſpecially are very prejudicial ; 
but theſe muſt be oppoſed with ſo much the 
greater reſolution and application : and .as there 
are more helps for improvement than elſewhere, 
ſuch as a more eaſy acceſs to books and learned 
converſation, not to mention the advantage of 
hearing frequently the beſt preachers; a wiſe 
uſe of theſe will be a balance to the other 
inconveniences. Prudence and wiſdom indeed in 
the conduct of yourſelf will be neceſſary in Lon- 
don; but that will not be wanting to thoſe who, 
in a deep ſenſe of their own inſufficiency, hum- 
bly rely upon God for his guidance. You may 
ſee by what I write, which way my thoughts 
turn. I confeſs I have a bias upon me from 
the deſire I have that you may be more with- 
in my reach, and the pleaſure I ſhould take in 
| ſeeing your ſucceſs and uſefulneſs : but you muſt 
conſult your own thoughts and inclinations, and 
I recommend you in this matter to a divine di- 

I write in a hurry, becauſe I would willingly 
ſend this by to-night's poſt. My wife ſends 
her ſervice to you. I cannot ſtay now to anſwer 
the many compliments you pay ug both, but 
.only to wiſh you whenever you marry, to be as 
happy as I am. Maintain a watchful guard over 
yourſelf, 
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yourſelf, and a continual dependance upon the 
divine aſſiſtance, that you may always in that 
affair conduct yourſelf by the rules of chriſtian 
prudence; for nothing requires it more than love 
affairs. Experto crede. 
I am, dear Sir, 
Your affectionate friend, 
S. CLARK, 


LET.T.E R VL 
From THE SAME. 


DEAR SIR, St. Alban's, March 21, 17267. 
OT having any other opportunity, I thought 

it neceſſary to ſend you this, without de- 

lay by the poſt, to complain of your keeping 
in your place of worſhip ſuch ſtumbling-blocks 
and ſuperſtitious cuſtoms, as are very offenſive 
to your chriſtian * brethren, It is no wonder 
you are thought a legal preacher, when you have 
the Ten Commandments painted upon the walls 


of your chapel; beſides, you have a Clerk it 


ſeems ſo impertinent as to ſay, Amen, with an au- 
dible voice. O tempora! O mores ! that ſuch a 


rag of popery ſhould ever be tolerated in a congre- 


gation of proteſtant diſſenters; and to compleat all, 
you, the Miniſter, conclude your prayers with a 
form called the Lord's Prayer. Do you know what 


miſchief you have done ? What a blot you. have 


brought 
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brought upon yourſelf, by ſuch offenſive practi- 
ces? It may be, you are ſurpriſed what this 
means. In a few words then, Mr. Chandler 
of Bedford, being on his return home at Mr. 
Ecles's, defired him upon- my motion to ' write 
to Hertford, to recommend you to them in his 
-name, as a very fit man to be their miniſter. 
Upon this, two members of that congregation 
went over the other day to Kibworth to hear 
you preach : but no ſooner did they come into 
the place, but they found themſelves diſappoint- 
ed; and what they heard at the cloſe, confirmed 
them ſo much in their prejudices, that they 
thought it needleſs to fay any thing of their 
intention to you. Going to preach laſt Sunday 
at Ware, I heard all this there, and afterwards 
at Hertford. I cannot but pity them for their 
weakneſs; and do not know but it is happy 
for you that you are not to encounter with ſuch 
odd humours. But for their fakes I heartily 
wiſhed your ſettlement among them; and for 
my own, that I might have had the pleaſure 
. Oftener of your company. They have no par- 
ticular perſon in view. Some of the people are 
angry that two perſons ſhould take upon them 
to judge for the whole congregation. 

If you have not ſeen Mr. Lardner's Credi- 
bility of the Goſpel Hiſtory, I recommend it, 
as well worth your reading. He has, from ſe- 
veral paſſages in Joſephus, Philo, and other con- 
temporary writers, very happily illuſtrated the 
ſeveral facts related or referred to in the New 

Teſta- 
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Teftament, and faid a great deal to place the 
whole in a more clear and conyincing light. 

You may perhaps think I have ſcarce done 
juſtice ta Mr. —<——'s character, and you have 
ſame reaſon for ſuch a cenſure. But I have obſerv- 
ed, that to ſpeak moderately upon ſuch occaſions 
generally does a man more ſervice, and is lia- 
ble to fewer inconveniences, than the higheft 
panegyricks. 

We are now got into a habitation of our 
own, which though it be ſmall is convenient 
and neat; and pleaſes me better, becauſe it gives 
mo an opportunity of inviting you to St. Al- 
ban's, where you may depend upon an hearty 
welcome. My wife gives her ſervice to you. 
I pray Gad ſtill more and more to aſſiſt and 
ed all your minzſtrations. 

I am, dear Sir, 
Your affectionate friend and ſervant, 
8. CLARK, 


P. S. I have been reading lately, with a great 
deal of pleaſure, Rapin's Hiſtory of England, 
tranſlated by Tindal. And though I am no friend 
to the preſent method of retailing books by piece- 
meal, which I look upon as an impoſition on the 
publick, I have refolved to have all the volumes 
of that hiſtory as ſoon as they are printed. The 
author, though a foreigner, has given the beft 
account of our Engliſh affairs that is extant, and 
the tranſlator has added to the value of the 
Performance by = uſefu} notes. 


LETTER 
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F 


Fou THE SAME. 


DEAR SIR, St. Alban's, May 31, 1727. 
F Could not but very much intereſt myſelf in 
1 the loſs which Mr. Some, all his friends, 
and the church of God in general, ſuſtain by the 
death of ſo hopeful a young perſon as his Son 
was. It is a publick loſs when young men ſo 
ſerious, and ſo well qualified for the miniſtry, are 
removed. I heard too that you loſt ſoon after. 
wards another young miniſter in your neighbour. 
hood.* What reaſon have we to be faithful and 
diligent in our work while our day laſts, fince 
we know not how ſoon our night may come, 
We have frequent cauſe to make the reflection, 
that young men and miniſters are removed from 
their work as well as old ones. Mr. Tong's death 
has made way for Mr. Warren's invitation to 
London : I ſuppoſe there is no doubt but he 
will accept of it, ſince there has been ſuch a 
breach in his congregation. Young Mr. Hughes 
is likely to continue at Staplehurſt, having per- 
ſiſted in his refuſal of the invitation made him 
to Ware, 
You have ſeen, I ſuppoſe, what the publick 
prints inform us of, relating to the proceedings 
C of 


* See two very inſtructive and affecting Letters, written 
by Mr. Doddridge, giving an account of the deaths of 
theſe his fellow-pupils, in page 33 and 34 of his life. 
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of the general aſſembly in Scotland, againſt Mr. 
Patrick Simſon. They are going to deprive that 


church of one of the moſt valuable perſons in it, 


becauſe he does not think it neceſſary to tie him- 
ſelf down exactly to their Shibboleth, nor oblige 
himſelf to conform to all the ſcholaſtic ways of 
ſpeaking, concerning ſome things, about which 
the ſcripture is filent. By what I ſaw and heard 
of him when in Scotland, he is a much better 
judge of thoſe matters than the greater part of 
thoſe who are to judge him. His crime 1s, that 
he is diſpoſed to think for himſelf, but yet he 
is very cautious to avoid giving offence, which 
I perceive is, by the bigots, interpreted cunning 
and diſſimulation. 

One would think the experience of ſo many 
ages ſhould be ſufficient to make the world 
wiſer; and that thoſe who pretend to govern in 
the church ſhould. learn at laſt that their power 
might be much better exerciſed, than in deſtroy- 
ing the uſefulneſs of the beſt men in it, meerly 
for nice ſpeculations about unrevealed or diſpu- 
table points. Suppoſe a perſon ſhould not ſpeak 
with an exact propriety, concerning the manner 
of Chriſt's exiſtence, a point ſo much above 
our reach, if yet he loves him, truſts in him, 
and ſincerely obeys him, what harm does reli- 


gion ſuffer by it? But I need not enlarge up- 


on this to you, who are fo well inſtructed in 
the unreaſonableneſs of bigotry to a ſet of ſpe- 
culative notions. 

My wife joins with me; in all expreſſions of 


reſpect and affection to you, and our common 


friends, 
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friends. I hope we ſhall ſee you here in a lit- 
tle time, where you will* be always welcome to, 
Dear Sir, 
Your affectionate friend, 
and humble ſervant, 
: S. CLAkk. 


L E TT E VII. 


FRou THE SAME. 


DEAR SIR, st. Alban's, March 26, 1728. 
Am very glad if any hints of mine are at 
any time ſerviceable to you. However you 
give abundant encouragement to my endeavours 
by making the moſt of them. 

As to the propoſal made to you of your teach- 
ing academical learning, though I doubt not the fur- 
niture you now have, together with what you 
might acquire in a few years continued ſtudy, 
would abundantly qualify you for it; yet as God 
has given you a genius and abilities peculiarly 
fitted for the pulpit, it ſeems moſt defirable you 
ſhould be in a ſituation where thoſe may be im- 
proved and employed to greater advantage; which 
will be in all probability prevented by the other 
courſe of life. If, therefore, providence open a 
way for your ſettling in London, or any other 
conſiderable place, I think it ſhould not be re- 
jected for the fake of any views of the other 

C 2 ſort. 
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ſort. But ſhould you proceed in your ſtudies 
upon the ſubject of academical lectures, I do not 
know but ſomething I am poſſeſſed of might do 
you ſome ſervice, being tranſcripts of ſeveral of 
Mr. Jones's* lectures. 

I underſtand you have been invited to preach 
as a candidate at Nottingham, When I heard 
of your going there for that purpoſe, I was 
ſolicitous leſt ſuch a competition between you 
and Mr. H. might occaſion the deſtruction 
of your friendſhip, and end to the prejudice 
of one or the other. It gives me a ſenſible 
pleaſure to find, that it has only given both 
an opportunity of ſhowing the ſincerity of your 
mutual friendſhip with greater advantage, and 
that you have had a remarkable proof of the 
eſteem of Mr. H's friends, without loſing that 
of the oppoſite party 

I wiſh Mr. —— may be eminently uſeful in 
the church of England, to which he has removed 
himſelf. For my 3 I am willing to allow a 
man the liberty of changing his mind, without 
thinking the worſe of him for it. And if he ſtill 


maintains his catholic ſpirit, and makes it his bu- 


ſineſs to promote the intereſts of piety and virtue 


among his new. friends, I ſhall ſtill have the 


fame cfteem for him as formerly. 
The popularity which attends Mr. — notwith- 
ſtanding his imprudent conduct, and the ſpite and 
| envy 
* I ſuppoſe Mr. Jones of Tewkeſbury, the learned Tu- 


tor of ſeveral eminent perſons, both of the eftabliſhment 
and among the diſſenters. 
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envy raiſed againſt Mr. Chandler, of which I 
have juſt now ſeen a glaring evidence in a pamph- 
let lately printed, are enough to leſſen one's va- 
lue for, and cool one's deſires after, Popularity. 
It is true, the proſpect it gives of doing ſervice 
juſtly recommends it; but the temptations it ex- 
poſes to, and the uneaſineſſes that often accom- 
pany it, are a great allay to its value. The 
conſciouſneſs of real worth, and a fincere defire 
and endeavour to do what good we can, in what- 
ever ſtation providence ſhall place us, afford a fa- 
tisfaction much more ſohd and permanent, than 
what ſprings from the uncertain applauſes of the 
multitude, for which they themſelves can- fre- 
quently give no reaſon. 

As to the Books you mention, we have received 
Sir Iſaac Newton, and read him with a vaſt deal 
of pleaſure; and as far as I fee yet, I cannot 
but fall in with his opinion of the novelty of 
the antiquities of Greece, fince he has fupported 
it with ſuch a variety of arguments, as alto- 
gether amount to a demonſtration. The travels 
of Cyrus are very entertaining and inſtructive. 
Burnet, de fide et officus chriſtianorum, pleaſes with 
the elegancy of his ſtyle (though not always pure 
Latin,) the candour and moderation of his ſenti- 
ments, and good judgment in the whole compo- 
ſure. But in his de Statu Mort. et Reſurg. 
he ſeems too much to have indulged to his 
peculiar fancies; yet many things may be read 
there with prot. 
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In what he ſays againſt the eternity of hell tor- 
ments, he ſeems to talk inconſiſtently, when he 
would have his opinion concealed from the vulgar. 
Is it then neceſſary to impoſe upon the weakneſs 
and credulity of the common people, the better 
to ſupport the intereſts of religion and virtue? 
Cannot the wiſe, faithful, and unchangeable God 
carry on his government without vain terrors, and 
deceiving people with imaginary puniſhments ?— 
But the narrow compaſs of .my time and paper, 
will not allow me to enlarge on this ſubject. 
All friends here are well, and on all occaſions 
ſpeak of you with reſpect and affection. I am, 
in particular, 

Dear Sir, 
Your affectionate friend, 
and ſervant, 
S. CLARK, 


— 


1TT TE n.4 
FROM MR. DovprIDGE ro MR. HUGHES.+ 


DEAR SIE, Kibworth, December 21, 1721. 
Received both your Letters, and had ſet apart 
this afternoon for anſwering them. My 


fond heart would eaſily have dictated enough to 
| fill 


From the author's. ſhort hand copy. 
+ Mr. Hughes's father was a diſſenting miniſter at Ware, 
in Hertfordſhire, and his grand-father, (Obadiah Hughes,) 
was ejected from his ſtudentſhip in Chriſt-Church, Oxford, 


by the act of uniformity, in 1662. I take him to _ 
n 
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fill a ſheet of paper; but Mr. Cope tells me 
the roads are ſo bad that he muſt ſet out almoſt 
immediately, if he intends to reach Duffield by 
to-morrow night. I am obliged therefore to be 
much ſhorter than I intended, but I hope you 
will put no unkind conſtruction upon it. 

I am charmed with the profeſſion you make 
of your Friendſhip; for I value it fo highly that 
I can never think I have too many aſſurances 
of it; and yet I have not the leaſt ſuſpicion 
of your ſincerity. I know the generoſity of your 
temper, and I perceive I love you fo well, that 
I can eafily perſuade myſelf, that I have a ſhare 
in your affection. I know the laſt argument is 
not logical, but I am fo well ſatisfied with the 
concluſion, that I do not examine how I came 
by it; and eſpecially as you have furniſhed me 
with many better arguments. 

I am extremely glad to hear that you are fo 
well recovered from the Small pox. I could not 
but have a thouſand tender apprehenfions for 
your ſafety, and return my thanks to that kind 
| providence, which by fo ſeaſonable an interpoſi- 
tion hath delivered you from ſo much danger, 
and ſtill continued you to be the joy of your 
friends, the glory of your family, and ornament 
of the church. 

I am very much pleaſed to hear that your 
ſituation at Findern is fo agreeable; and par- 
ticularly that you have ſuch a companion as Mr. 


C 4 Cater. 


been related to John Hughes, Eſq; author of the Siege 
of Damaſcus, and who wrote ſeveral papers in the Tat- 
ler, Spectator, and Guardian. 
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Cater. I am charmed with the character you give 
me of that gentleman ; and indeed when I heard 
of the fineneſs of his imagination, and the ſtrength 
of his judgment, the fweetneſs of his temper, and 
character of his morals, I ſhould have faid, —this 
gentleman is Mr. Hughes's friend, —though I 
had not been told fo. How glad ſhould I be to 
make the third among you, and how agreeably 
does it flatter my nature to think, that I have 
ſometimes the honour of being the ſubje& of 
your diſcourſe. 

1 never doubted but that when you came 
ſeriouſly to peruſe the inſpired writings, you 
would be ſenſible of the charms of them; for 
no man has a better reliſh for fine writing than 
yourſelf. I have lately been peruſing Solomon's 
Song; and upon the whole cannot but think 
it an incomparable compoſure, and that the au- 
thor was as much the nobleſt of poets, as the 
deepeſt of philoſophers and the wiſeſt of kings. 
The fixth chapter is not inferior to any of the 
reſt of it, and | am particularly pleaſed with the 
tenth verſe, © Who is ſhe that looketh forth 
as the morning, fair as the moon, clear as the 
fun, and terrible as an army with banners ?” I 
never read theſe charming words but with a dou- 
ble pleaſure, when I remember the inimitable 
grace with which I have heard you repeat them. 

I have lately been reading Spratt's Hiſtory, 
and the greateſt part of Sir William Temple's 
works; and my ſentiments of them are entirely 
the ſame as yours and Mr. Cater's. I am now 


peruſing 


4 
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peruſing Scott's Chriſtian Life, and I find fo 
many new pleaſures in it, that I cannot forbear 


giving you the mortification of EY you a- 
gain for it. 


I could add a great deal more of this nature, 


but Mr. Cope frees you from any further trou- 
ble by calling upon me. I conclude and ſub- 
ſcribe myſelf | 
| Your affectionate friend 
and obliged humble ſervant, 
Phil DopprIDGE. 


E 


FROM THE SAME. 


DEAR SIR, Jan. 8, 1722—3. 
* to ſee Dr. Latham f or Mr. Benyonꝗ 
L to-morrow ; and therefore anſwer your letter ſo 
ſoon. I can hardly prevail with myſelf to con- 
dole with you upon your misfortunes, fince J 
perceive that while only two or three particular 
perſons are treating you unkindly, the reſt of 
the world do ample juſtice to your merit. I have 
heard of you again and again by ſeveral of my 
acquaintance, who ſpeak of you as the ornament 
of 


From the author's ſhort hand copy. | 
+ An eminent tutor, and the author of a volume of 
ſermons on various ſubjects. 


t An ingenious young gentleman, ſon of Dr. Samuel 
Benyon, a celebrated miniſter and tutor at Shrewſbury. 
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of Findern: I am very glad to hear that your 
character is ſo well eſtabliſhed, and that thoſe who 
go about to attack it are likely to do themſelves 
more miſchief than they can do you. I think the 
Spectator ſomewhere tells us that wo mufick is jo 


feoeet to a man as his own praiſe: methinks he 


ſnould have excepted the pleaſure that an honeſt 
and generous mind takes in hearing his friend 
commended. One thing I can confidently affirm, 


that though I paſſed the holy-days very pleaſantly, 


at leaſt ſome of them in the company of a very 
agreeable lady, and you know I was always an 
admirer of the ſex; yet nothing gave me fo 
much ſatisfaction, as a few minutes converſation 


with Mr. Benyon, when the diſcourſe turned up- 


on you. 


He told me among other things, that you 
were making yourſelf maſter of the French lan- 
guage. I am heartily glad to hear it, becauſe 
it will give you an opportunity of entertaining 
yourſelf with ſome of the fineſt writers in the 
world. Many ot them had certainly very great 
genius, and were intimately acquainted with the 


antients, thoſe great maſters of eloquence and 


poetry. Of all their dramatic poets, I have met 
with none that I admire ſo much as Racine. 
It is . Wen not to be charmed with the 
pomp, elegance, and harmony of his language, 
as well as the majeſty, tenderneſs, and propriety 
of his ſentiments. The whole is conducted with 
a wonderful mixture of grandeur and ſimplicity, 
which ſufficiently diſtinguiſh him from the dul- 

| neſs 
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neſs of ſome tragedians, and the bombaſt of 


others. One of his principal faults is, that the 


jingle of his double rhyme is frequently offen- 
five to the ear. I lately met with the Archbiſhop 
of Cambray's Reflections upon Eloquence, which 


I think one of the moſt judicious pieces I have 


ever ſeen. There are ſome fine criticiſms at the 
end of it, which well deſerve your peruſal. 

As for the French Sermons, they are, as far 
as I can judge of them, very much inferior to 
thoſe of our Engliſh divines. Bourdaloue's, though 
much regarded, appear to me little better than 
empty harangues. Cheminais* are many of them 
very good; but I never met with any of them 
that are to be compared with thoſe of Mr. Super- 
ville, the Proteſtant divine at Rotterdam: He 
eſpecially excels in the beauty of his imagery, 
deſcriptions, and ſimiles; and ſome of the moſt 
pathetic expoſtulations I ever ſaw. In ſhort, I 
believe he is perfectly to your taſte; only there 
is one thing which will diſpleaſe you as much 
as it did me, which is, that many of his argu- 
ments are very inconcluſive, though generally 
as good as high calviniſm will bear. I hope 
you will not be diſpleaſed with the freedom [ 
take, in adviſing you to entertain yourſelf with 
him and the other authors I have mentioned, as 
ſoon as, they fall in your way. And yet perhaps 
there may be ſomething of vanity in this advice 
too. French is a language which I have been ac- 
quainted with for many years, and you, Sir, have 
juſt began to ſtudy it; and ſo I am willing to 


improve 
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improve this ſhort interval of ſuperiority, becauſe 
I am fure, it will be but a little while before 

excel me in that, as much as you do in 
every thing elſe. I muſt not add any thing 
more, but that I carneſtly defire yau will take 
care that you do not impair your health, by ri- 
ſing fo very early in the morning, for 1 will af- 
ſure you it is one of the dearcft things in the 
world to | 
Your affectionate friend, 

and obedient ſervant, 


PrmiLie DopDRIDGE, 


LETTER XL 
FRou THE SAME, 


DEAR SIR. Hinckley, 1222—z3. 
Acknowledge there is a great deal of ſpirit 
in the turn you give to the concluding 
words of my letter, though it be extremely dif- 
ferent from the ſenſe in which I meant them. 
You tell me, that I am a good preacher, but 
a very bad prophet, when 1 ſay that you will 
quickly underſtand French better than 1 do. I 
am very much obliged to you for giving me a 
character, which 1 ſhould otherwife perhaps have 
deen puzzled to make out a title to: but you 
muſt give me leave to fay, that in the latter 


From the author's ſhort hand copy. 


THE REV. DR. DODDRIDGE. 29 


art of your ſentence you hardly do me juſtice, 
It is true, I do not lay claim to the gift of pro- 
phecy ; but I think I ſhall be very capable of 
ſupporting it, if all my predictions are as well 
made out as that which concerns you. I affure 
you, that though I judge by your own account 
of it, which is expreſſed in the moſt modeſt terms, 
you have already attained a much better acquaint- 
ance with the French language than I can poſ- 
ſibly pretend to. It is true, I have had an op- 


portunity of converſing with ſeveral French peo- 
ple, and fo am not entirely a ſtranger to the 
provunciation : but I aſſure you that I never 
read half the books that you mention. In- 
deed it ſhames me out of my own negligence, 
when I conſider the improvement you make, 
and the buſineſs you diſpatch, while I am a- 
fraid I am not improving my time to half fo 
good purpoſe. Beſides, the character that you 
give me of many of the writers that you men- 
tion, which I know 1s entirely to be depended 
upon, will engage me to read them whenever 
they fall into my hands; eſpecially Bouhours, 
Patrou, Peliſſon, and St. Evremond. 

I do not know what character my friends may 
have given you of my Sermons; but I am fure 
if it be a very advantageous one, it will be my 
moſt prudent way to take care not to undeceive 
you, by preaching before you; for if I may be 
admitted to be any judge of my own perfor- 
mances, they will by no means anſwer your 
expectations. They are all upon the plaineſt 

and 
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and moſt practical ſubjects, and it is happy if 
they are at all calculated, as I am ſure they 
were principally intended, to inform the judg- 
ment and awaken the conſciences of the loweſt 
of the people, and to fix their reſolution for a 


_ courſe of rational, ſteady, and undiſſembled piety. 


It is not becauſe I deſpiſe the charms of elo- 
quence, &c. that I have entirely laid them aſide. 
I know that I am not at all maſter of them, and 
ſo chooſe rather not to attempt them, than by 
an awkward imitation to darken the ſubje& to 
the vulgar part of an audience, without approving 
myſelf to the nicer judgment of the more po- 
lite, In ſhort, I am grown very familiar with 
the old puritans, and conſequently I am a great 
favourite with the old women. Pray congratu- 
late me upon this. good fortune, which is en- 
tirely beyond my expectation or my hope. 

But after all, you muſt not imagine that 1 


have entirely loft all reliſh for finer compoſitions; 


on the contrary, I aſſure you that I attended on 
Dr. Latham's Sermon at Leiceſter, with plea- 


ſure, and frequently with tranſport. The moſt 


rational and pathetical thoughts were delivered 
with ſuch elegance, propriety, and harmony of 
language, as could not but _ charm even ſtupi- 
dity itſelf ; my attention was fo entirely engaged, 
that I had no room for reflections of any other 
nature, except for this one, How much does 
Mr. Hughes admire Dr. Latham, and how ca- 
pable is Dr. Latham of reliſhing the ow 
ances of Mr. * . 

Lou 
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You cannot imagine how much I miſs your 
company at Hinckley. Mr. Cope and Mr. 
left us at chriſtmas, as you very well know. 
Mr. Some is not returned; fo that in ſhort ] 
have not one perſon in the houſe that I have 
any intimate acquaintance with. You know na- 
ture deſigned me for a ſociable animal, and I 
am ſure you will pity my misfortune. I am 
forced to converſe with the dead, becauſe I want 
agreeable company ' among the living; and it 
is happy that I can meet with entertainment in 
the cloſet, when I can find none in the hall, the 
parlour, or the garden. 

You enquire about Mr. Scott's Poems. I 
only know in general, that he intends to print 

them by ſubſcription; but what the price is 
to be, or how the ſubſcriptions are to be ob- 


tained, I have not yet heard. However, when 


I know, I will not fail to inform you. I am 
very glad to hear that you are commencing a 
familiarity with the Muſes, becauſe you are very 
well qualified to be a favourite with them. I 
aſſure you that I will give you my opinion of 
your performances, with a great deal of freedom, 
if you will honour- me ſo far as to make me 
a judge of them. I pretty well know what 1 
have to expect, and therefore I long for a ſight 
of them. I am, 
| Dear Sir, 
Yours, &c. 
Pritte DopprinGs. 


P. 8. 


Dr 
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P. S. My moſt humble reſpects to Dr. La- 
tham, if he honours me ſo far as to remember 
that he ſaw me at Leiceſter. 


bt TXT rr xr 
From THE SAME. 


DEAR SIR, June 28, 1725, (Midnigit.) 
Received your laſt of the 23d inſtant, the 
morning after it was written, I own I de- 
ſerved a little of that ſeverity with which you 
there complain of me, for the circumſtance of 
the note you referred to. To have two folio 
pages with two lines, is indeed a very compen- 
dious, but not profitable commerce. However, 
you muſt remember that I then told you, I 
quickly intended you a great many more. Here 
you ſee I have began then; but when I ſhall 
end I know not. I fear you are in danger of 
three pages, and then you will be paid at the 
rate of more than two hundred per cent; for 
J have not been a quarter of a year in your 
debt. If you wonder at fo accurate a compu- 
tation, you muſt recollect, that a few months 
ago I had thoughts of matrimony, which na- 
turally led me into ſome ſpeculations of manage- 
ment and economy, which had not been be- 
fore very familiar to me. 


As 
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As for yours of the 2oth of April, I have 
read it over ſo often that I can ſay a good 
deal of it by heart. I am exceedingly obliged 
to you for your Correſpondence. You know 
that I am naturally of a ſocial temper, and you 
contrive, in the abundance of your - humanity, 
not only to give me pleaſure in peruſing your 
letters myſelf, but in entertaining my friends 
with the communication of them. I read the 
greateſt part of them to ſeveral perſons of taſte 
and politeneſs, with whom I am acquainted, 
and they all ſeem to be charmed with them. 
Though they become perfectly familiar to me, 
I always read them with new pleaſure; and am 
as much tranſported at the twentieth, as I was at 
the firſt peruſal of them. A love for my friends 
makes me participate with them in chat elegant 
entertainment which they muſt receive from your 
writings ; and my affection to you makes it very 
delightful to me, to ſee thoſe whom TI particu- 
larly love and value, forming ſuch a generous 
idea of your genius and temper, as your letters 
_ muſt neceflarily produce. But perhaps after all, 
this ſatisfaction in part ariſes from the pride of 
my own heart: I fancy people muſt needs en- 
tertain' a very honourable opinion of me, when 
they hear a man of ſo bright a wit, and ſo a- 
miable a character, addrefling me with fo much 
tenderneſs and reſpect. 

| Yon recommended Pliny to * peraſ: 1 
immediately procured. * and there is ſeldom 

a day 
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a day in which I do not read two or three of 
his Epiſtles. I had before heard ſeveral high 
encomiums upon him; but nothing gave me 
ſo lively and fo juſt an idea of his excellencies 
as to obſerve the perfection to which you had 
formed yourſelf by the ſtudy of him. Every 
letter of yours is a panegyric upon Pliny, though 
you do not mention his name. Let me intreat 
you to go on thus to recommend him, and 
to increaſe the pleaſure with which I always 
take him into my hands; however, be ſure when 
you do, not ſo far to exceed him, as to ſpoil 
my reliſh for him. At the rate you go on, it 
ſeems highly poſſible that you may; and if you 
do, you rob me of one of the moſt elegant a- 
muſements of my life; nor can I imagine how 
you will be able to make me amends any 
.other way, than by the frequency of your own 
letters. I fay nothing of Henley's tranſlation, 
which is lately fallen into my hands, and 
which I often compare with the original. I 
can fay but little by way of commendation ; and 
I know it would not be agreeable to the known 
candour of your temper to be ſevere upon a 
man, who honeſtly intended to entertain the world, 
and unveil the charms of your favourite author. 
However if you would know my ſentiments 
of this, and ſeveral other pieces which I have 
lately read, I muſt refer you to a letter which 
I lately ſent to Mr. Clark, which will fave 
me the trouble of writing over again, what 1 
| am 
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am afraid you will think it was hardly worth 
while to have written at all, 

Your ſentiments on the head of Retirement 
afe very agreeable to that modeſty and gentle- 
neſs of temper, which make a very amiable 
part of your character. It is indeed an argu- 
ment of the greatneſs of your ſoul, that you 
can deſpiſe fame, and retire with indifference 
out of the air of popular applauſe, when maſter 
of all the talents that may attract and com- 
mand it. But after all, my friend, you muſt 
not think of paſſing through the world like a 
fubterraneous ftreem, as you beautifully expreſs 
it, or of ſpending your life in a Hermitage, in 
this learned and polite luxury. God hath en- 
dowed you with capacities, which are not al- 
ways to be buried in Retirement. So bright a 
Lamp was not lighted up to conſume in a ſe- 
pulchre, but to be fixed on an Eminence, where 
its rays may be diffuſed with publick advan- 
tage, and conduct many through this gloomy 
deſart to the regions of eternal glory. 1 hope 
. therefore and believe, it is your conſtant care to 
make all your ſtudies ſubſervient to the views 


of ſuch ſervices. When providence calls you to 


a more publick appearance, I hope you will be 
willing to quit your Cell, charming as it is, 
that you may enter upon employments at leaſt 
more important, if not more delicate, than thoſe 
which you now purſue, This is a piece of Self- 


denial, which duty requires us to ſubmit to; 


and which will be acceptable to God in propor- 
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tion to our fondneſs for thoſe elegancies, which 
we are contented to interrupt and poſtpone, that 
we may attend to the advancement of his king- 
dom and intereſt. We know the applauſe of our 
heavenly Maſter will be an abundant recompenſe 
for all the pleaſures we have given up for his 
fake; and before we receive that publick re- 
muneration, we ſhall find ſuch entertainment in 
the exerciſe of benevolence to our fellow-crea- 
tures, and the hope of promoting their ever- 
laſting felicity, as we ſhall never find in con- 
verſing with Virgil or Tully, Pliny or Addiſon, 
or any of the favourite attendants of our ſoli- 
tude. Popularity is in itſelf a moſt contempti- 
ble thing ; but in this view, it may juſtly ap- 
pear defirable : however you, my friend, need 
not be ſolicitous about it; do but appear in 
publick and follow nature, and it will flow- in 
upon you without further care. I cannot but 
think, but that I may with the utmoſt pro- 
priety apply to you what Pliny ſays to Cani- 
#ius Rufus, (I. i. Ep. 3.) In modo enitere ut 
tibi ipſe ſis tanti, quanti videberis alits, fi tibi 

ee 
I. cannot but acknowledge, that I read with 
great pleaſure your RefleFions aon that period 
of: our exiſtence, as you very - emphatically call 
it, which paſſed before you left Mr. Jennings's. 
They are- extremely agreeable to what I have 
often 


Do juſtice to thoſe excellent talents you poſſeſs, and 
the world, believe me, will certainly do ſo too. 
Melmeth's Tranſlation. 
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often thought with relation to both of us at 
that time. It is happy for us that we fee our 
miſtakes. Pereunt et imputantur, would be a 
melancholy thought indeed, if divine grace had 
not awakened us to improve ſome of our time 


like rational creatures and like chriſtians ; and if 


we did not hope by future diligence, in fome 
meaſure to recover what we have loſt. I was 
talking with Mr. Some this evening about our 
conduct then, and read him what you fay of 
it. He heard it with great ſatisfaction, and re- 
marked, that the remembrance of former neg- 
ligence and miſtakes is often of conſiderable ule 
throughout the remainder of life.” 

I have not yet ſeen Mr. _——. He will be 
very welcome whenever he comes, but doubly 
ſo if he brings you with him. If he does not 
make haſte I may prevent him, for though I 
have two congregations upon my hands, on 
account of Mr. —— s illneſs and abſence, I 
hope to take a Tour to St. Alban's, about the 
beginning of September; and believe me, that 
.except it be the pleaſure of ſeeing ſo worthy 
a friend and ſo generous a benefactor as dear 
Mr. Clark, nothing is ſo great an encouragement 
to me to undertake the journey, as the proſ- 
pe& of ſpending a whole day with you at Child- 
wick ; when I expect moſt delightful entertain- 
ment from your collection of books and letters, 
but above all from your company. 

You deſire an account of my Studies. I may, 
perhaps, ſome time or other, find an oppor- 

yy tunity 
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tunity of laying open the whole courſe of them 
to your cenſure and examination, but at preſent 
have only left myſelf room to add that I am, 
Dear Sir, | 
Your moſt affectionate 
PriLie DoppriDGE. 
Pray give me another Name than that you 
propoſe, and let me know what your polite correſ- 
pondents call you. I will not allow of Heraclitus. 
N. B. This letter is more than half as long 
again as yours, I heartily thank you, that you 
were not curious in your writing, becauſe it fur- 
niſhes me with an excuſe for not tranſcribin 
this, which I fear is hardly legible. Dr. Atter- 
bury's tranſlation of the Baniſhment of Cicero 
ſeems to me admirably well done. The language 
is exceeding beautiful, and many of his tranſ- 
lations from Tully are as gracefu] as the Latin, 


LAST R XII.: 
F ROM 1. Hochs ro MR. DoDDRIDGE. 


From my Hermitage of 
Childwick, Sept. 24, 1726. 
DEAR HORTENSIUS, 
T T is with great impatience that I have ex- 
pected the agreeable letter which I received 
to-day. Indeed I was afraid that the Belles 
Spirituelles of Harkcrevgh, had made you for- 


get 
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get your poor recluſe friend,” till you made me 
ſenſible of the contrary, by ſo kind a remem- 
brance. | 

I am ſurpriſed you ſhould make ſuch a for- 
mal preamble about your Letters, after I had fo 
frankly declared my ſentiments concerning them 
at St. Alban's. I. ſhall not repeat my encomi- 
ums, becauſe I would not encourage you to re- 
turn the commendations. I find Flattery is your 
darling fin; it is an incurable diſtemper ; 


Naturam expelles furci, tamen uſque recurret. 


Your character of Nigrilla ſhews that you are 
an admirable Painter, though your ſtudy ſeems 
rather to have been to draw fine than true pic- 
tures ; however I make allowances for your con- 
ſtitution, and particular deſire to pleaſe me. If 


ſhe prove half as charming as you have deſcrib- 


ed, her price will be above rubies: though in 


this caſe you ought to have conſidered how ea- 


fily Lovers are impoſed on, and ſhould rather 
have faid too little than too much, in praiſe of 
my miſtreſs. If I am not miſinformed, ſhe is 
far from being perfectly diſengaged; and if ſhe 
is, yet I muſt expect to meet with a good deal 
of oppoſition from her friends, and I am not 
of a temper to ſtruggle with difficulties ; fo that 
we muſt leave the iſſue to God and time; for 


at preſent I ſee no probability of ſucceſs in an 


attempt of that nature. 

The Baniſhment of Cicero is one of the beſt 
tranſlations I have ever read; it is in an excellent 
ſtyle, and the compoſition is well laid together.— 

D 4 The 
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The Tranſlation of the Georgick, I cannot com- 
mend, it is poor and ſpiritleſs, and as much in- 
ferior to Dryden's, as the ſongs of Tom Durfey 
to the odes of Horace; though the Preface is 
written ſo ſenfibly, that I can hardly perſuade 
myſelf it is from the ſame hand with the ver- 
fification.——Dr. Sherlock's Diſcourſes upon Pro- 
plecy have given me not only a great deal of 
entertainment but inſtruction ; he has thrown new 
light upon ſome of the obſcureſt texts and paſ- 
| ſages of ſcripture. I am particularly charmed 
with his account of the ſtate of the earth after 
the Deluge, and his Diſſertations upon the con- 
| ſequences of the Fall; where his notions, though 
new, ſeem to be perfectly juſt as well as inge- 
nious. I know not whether I ſhould moſt ad- 
mire the beauty of his imagination, the ſtrength 
of his judgment, or the variety of his learning, 
—The poem of Thomſon's upon Winter, is a 
noble production. I do not much reliſh the new 
Paraphraſe on Job.“ I would have proceeded 
further, and tranſcribed ſome of my Nuge ca- 
noræ, but a black cloud is juſt ariſen from the 
regions of ſpleen, which has overſhadowed my 
mind, and incapacitated me from adding any 
thing but what it is almoſt needleſs to repeat, 
that 1 5 
Your ſincere friend, 
i HERACLITUS, 
Or if you do not like that name, 


Arricus. 
P. 8. 


* Py Young. 
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P. S. I ſend you ſo good a letter of my 


Brother's, that I am afraid you will diſreliſh 
mine. I expe& you to ſubſcribe yourſelf by 
the name I have chriſtened you with. 


_ „ — — 


r . 
Fou THE SAME.“ 


From my Cell, October 29, 1726. 
DEAR SIR, [ 
Y ſpirits are quite broken with grief, on 
account of my misfortunes ; in the ele- 
gant language of ſcripture, © my way is hedged 
up with thorns.” My Tickets are all come up 
Blanks; and all the comfort J have, is to ob- 
ſerve that I am pitied by my friends for my 
ill fortune. My grief will not allow me to ſay 
any thing more, but that I am with greater pro- 
priety than ever, 
HERACLITUS. 


Pray adminiſter fome conſolation to me. 


* This Sort letter is inſerted by way of introduQion 
to the ingenious and friendly one which comes after it. 


LETTER 
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e 


To mr. Hucnes, 


On his ill ſucceſs in the Lottery. 


Nov. 30, 1726. 

Have juſt been looking over the account 
which my dear Atticus gives me of his Miſ- 
fortune in the late moſt diſadvantageous Lottery. 
I will not remind him how many more were 
as unfortunate as himſelf, fince that, to a man 
of his temper, would be rather an aggravation 


than a relief of his affliction. And yet your 


own Pliny fays, that when he was in danger 
of being deſtroyed by that eruption of Mount 
Veſuvius, which proved fo fatal to his learned 
uncle, Paſſem gloriari,—nifi me cum omnibus, om- 
nia mecum perire miſero, magno tamen mortalita- 
tis folatio credidiſem, L. vi. E. 20, which is · ſo 
odd a faying for a man of his ſingular huma- 


nity, that I could not forbear mentioning it 


to aſk your opinion of it. However, my good 
friend, I offer you no ſuch miſerable conſola- 
tion, No. Were I to ſpeak of others as con- 
cerned in the fame adventure, I would rather 
ſuggeſt,” that it is poſſible Providence may have 
ordered the Wheel ſo, that while you ſeem to 
be neglected, other perſons, of a like worthy 
character, but in more neceſſitous circumſtances, 

may 


* From the author's ſhort hand copy. 
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may be relieved. It is poſſible, that in conſe- 
quence of your drawing a Blank, ſome honeſt 
family may have been preſerved from ruin: or 
perhaps Providence directed the Prize, which had 
otherwiſe been yours, to ſome unthankful crea- 
ture, who had ever hitherto been inſenſible of 
all its bounty, but is awakened by ſo apparent 
an interpoſition in his favour, to know and 
adore its munificence, and fo is engaged to con- 
ſecrate, not only his new acquiſition, but all his 
former poſſeſſions, to the honour of God and 
the benefit of mankind. If this ſhould be the 
caſe, the world would receive greater advantage 
from his ſucceſs, than it could have done from 
yours, as you would have only been poſſeſſed 


of the riches of the mind, in laying in a con- 


ſiderable ſtock of wiſdom and knowledge, which 
this opportunity would have afforded. you, and 
have laid out but little more than the value of 
your Prize in works of generoſity and charity. 
Not to ſay that this happy Adventurer, on this 
ſuppoſition, has gained the pleaſure of a virtuous 
life, and a happy immortality, by this little da- 
mage which you have ſuſtained. 

You imagine, that your loſs is a misfortune 
to your Friends. But perhaps it is upon the whole 
a happineſs. Providence might know, that I in 
particular, had not attained to ſuch a ſtrength 
of virtue, as to be able to bear ſuch an acceſſion 
to my fortune, as would have been the conſe- 
quence of your getting one of the golden num- 
bers; and fo may have aſſigned them to others, 

whoſe 
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whoſe friends are more fit to receive the ad- 
vantage of them, or otherwiſe are not the ob- 
jects of ſo tender a care. We ought not only 
to be contented but thankful for this. 

T may more certainly add, that with relation to 


your own perſonal concernment, your Heavenly Fa- 


ther, in his abundant wiſdom and goodneſs, meant 
you kindly by ſuch a diſappointment. Perhaps 
he faw, that ſo tender and ſo complaiſant a tem- 
per was not ſufficiently prepared to withſtand 
the temptations of a plentiful fortune ; and that 
you might have grown too fond of the world, 
which had opened fo many new charms for your 
entertainment, and have been leſs mindful of 
that glorious end, which you are advancing to- 
wards, in fo pleaſant a way. Oh, who knows 
that the way would in fact have been more plea- 
fant to you? More external ornaments of life 
you would certainly have had, but not therefore 
certainly more inward Content. Providence, no 
doubt, intends by this diſpenſation, to teach you 
to moderate your expectations, to ſubmit to diſ- 
appointments, to contract your regards for this 
world, and transfer them to the glories of a fu- 
ture ſtate, and the durable riches which you will 
then poſſeſs; and if this divine temper be im- 
proved in your mind, by the loſs of a few 
pounds, believe me, my dear Atticus, it will 
contribute more to promote the happineſs of 
fe, than the gain of ſo many hundreds or thou- 
fands with the injury of ſuch a temper. 

| | Perhaps 
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Perhaps you will tell me, what I verily be- 
lieve, that nothing in this affair is ſo afflictive 
to you, as that you are deprived of the plea- 


ſure of doing good with what you have loſt, 


or expected to have gained. But I need not 


tell you, that in all our acts of benevolence we 


| ought not ſo much to regard the preſent indul- 
gence of natural temper, as the approbation of 
God and the reward of a future ſtate. Now 
God ſees all the ſecret generoſity of your ſoul, 
your tender compaſſion for thoſe that are in 
miſery, your hearty deſire of relieving them, 
your affectionate prayers to the fountain of good 
to communicate to them thoſe ſeaſonable ſup- 
plies, which are not in the power of your own 
hand to give; and he has particularly been ac- 
quainted with all the generous projects you had 
formed for the publick good, on ſuppoſition of 


the ſucceſs of your late adventure. Now you 


know, that he does as graciouſly approve you, 
and will as bountifully reward you, for this 
honeſt and liberal ſentiment and intention, as 
he would have done for the actual execution of 
them, if he had given you an opportunity for 
it, | | 
And as ſuch a generoſity of ſoul, acting in 
proportion to preſent circumſtances, is equally a- 

ble to God, and will produce as gracious 
an harveſt in a future ſtate, ſo it is attended 
with ſome confiderable degree of the ſame ſatis- 
faftion at preſent. You may now perhaps give 
2 Shilling with as true overflowing of foul, and 


almoſt 


| 
| 
| 
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almoſt as much joy too, as you could give a 
Guinea if you were twenty times as rich. For 
as we are much impreſſed by preſent objects, the 
ſatisfaction which we find in the performance of 
a generous action towards any determinate per- 
ſon, ſeems to be proportional to that degree of 
| pleaſure which we imagine he will find in receiv- 
ing the benefit. 

Now a virtuous and generous Beneficiary re- 
joices in the favour that is done to him, not 
merely according to the value of the favour ab- 
ſtractedly conſidered, but according to the degree 
of moral beauty which is to be found in the 
act of conferring it: and. this is in a great mea- 
ſure to be eſtimated by the conſideration of the 
_ circumſtances of the benefactor. Therefore a man 
may receive a ſhilling from you now, with al- 

moſt as much pleaſure as he could receive a 
pound of you, were you twenty times as rich; 

and therefore you may in this reſpect beſtow 
as much, Q. E. D. ay 

Perhaps I have been a little too abſtruſe in 
my reaſoning upon this head, but I think there 
is ſome meaning at the bottom, and my aſſer- 
tion is confirmed by my own experience ; for 
I have found as exquiſite pleaſure in receiving 
ſome little ſervices from. my friends, when at- 
tended with circumſtances of generoſity and en- 
dearment, as I ever did in any of greater im- 
portance. And it ſeems to be the thought of 
Solomon, when he ſays, The deſire of a man is 
his kindneſs. | 

After 
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After what I have faid with relation to your 
Loſs, I muſt tell you that I am heartily glad you 
are ſo much more ſucceſsful in the far nobler 
purſuit of learning and virtue, I have much 
to ſay as to other particulars, but you ſee I 


have but juſt left myſelf room to add, that 1 


am 
Your moſt affectionate 
HoxrTens1vs, 
LE Tx 1.0 ET 
From mr. Hucnes. 
DEAR SIR, Staplehurſt, July, 1727. 


Am now ſafe in my Country-Retirement, where 


in one week, notwithſtanding the many in- 


conveniences attending it, I have enjoyed more 
tranquillity than for many months before. O 
happy Solitude! thou beſt friend to ſacred con- 


templation! Here I can ſteal away from the 


world and all its alluring avocations | Here only 
can I learn the divine art of living and dying! 
Staplehurſt is a Country-Village, not fo large 


as Kibworth, and the country round is very de- 


lightful at this ſeaſon of the year. I lodge very 


comfort 


I would guard ſome parts of this letter, which may 
be thought rather exceptionable, by referring my readers 
\to the Biſhop of Worceſter's Dialogue on the ſubjeR. 
of Retirement, No. II. 


at, 6 
4 
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comfortably, though without the advantages of 
the polite ſociety about you. My landlord and 
his wife are very civil, ſocial, ſenſible people; 
and I never in my life, excepting ſome time 
at the academy, lived ſo much to my ſatisfaction. 
There are about twenty regular Miniſters of our 
perſuaſion in this county, who are men of piety 
and parts, with whom I maintain a friendly cor- 
reſpondence. Before I left Ware for this place, 
the congregation there met together, and offer- 
ed me fifty pounds a year to continue- among 
them as my Father's aſſiſtant, which I refuſed 
for the ſake of peace and humble obſcurity. For 


the ſame reaſon, I declined accepting in the Eſta- 


bliſhment a Living of twice the value of what 
I now enjoy, which was offered to me by the 


- Biſhop of Wincheſter, through his chaplain, who 


is a prebendary of that church; and others have 
propoſed to me a genteel Le&ureſhip in one of 
the beft churches in the city, worth fourſcore 
per annum, and very little work to .do 
for it: which advantages for the preſent, and all 
flattering hopes for the future, I have renounced. 
Alas! what fhould I do with places of p 
and preferment, who mortally hate the noiſe and 
the buftle of publick life? I am not made for 
the world, nor the world for me; whierefore 
ſhould a groveling worm' that lives ſecure at the 
bottom, aſpire to be placed at the top of the 
mole-hill, and thereby be expoſed to imminent 
danger? Why ſhould 1 be ambitious of the 
notice and obſervation of marikind, who am but 
| | one 
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one diminutive atom in the mighty maſs of 
matter, an inconſiderable part of the great cre- 
ation ? beſides, within a few years (which are but 
larger moments) this idle farce will be at an 
end, and then what will it ſignify who perſo- 

nated the beſt figure in the maſquerade, when 
men muſt be honoured or degraded according 
to their real characters. But whither am I ram- 
bling ? Farewel! Redeem time. Remember thy 
latter end: and when thou worſhippeſt before 
the mercy-ſeat, be mindful of a miſerable finner, 
and thy unprofitable but ſincere friend, and wea- 


ry fellow-pilgrim, 


P. S. 1 heartily thank you for the particular 
account you have given me of Mr. Some's ill. 
neſs and death; and can truly fay, that if you 
have not blended the poet with the hiſtorian, 
T never heard of a more chriftian death, and 
never read a more inftructive narrative. I think 
it is a pity, that what is fo edifying ſhould be 
concealed from the world, therefore could wiſh, 
that the funeral-ſermon, with his character, were 
made publick. | 

ſhould be glad/ if you enn procure for ma, 
at any rate, Auſtin's Devotions.* You may re- 
collect it at Mr. Jennings's. I cannot get it in 
London. * 

E LETTER 


* The author of this book was William Auftin, Eg. of 
Lincoln's Im. He wrote ſeveral other pieces, as Hzc 
Homo, or the Excellency of Women, and died about the 

year 
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rern en. 
To Mis — — 
On breaking her Arm by a Fall from a Horſe. 


DEAR MADAM, November 18, 1727. 
3 juſt received the melancholy news of 
your Fall, and the fad conſequences with 
which it has been attended. Mrs. W. who gives 
me this unwelcome information, adds, that though 
you are on the mending hand you ftill continue 
very ill. I cannot ſet myſelf to any other bu- 
fineſs till I have taken a few minutes to tell 
you how ſenſibly I ſympathize with you in your 
ſorrows. As my obligations to your excellent 
family are very great, I cannot but have an 
undiſſembled affection for every member of it, 
and I am fure dear Miſs —- has al- 
ways had her full ſhare in my heart; as in- 
deed, who could forbear to admire and love 
ſo 


year 1638. There is ſome account of him in Gran- 
ger's Biographical Hiſtory of England, and in Howell's 
Letters, where there is one written to him.—** His De- 
votions were reformed and purged from their popiſh tenets 
dy Dr. Hicks, and afterwards by Mr. Dorrington; and 
great uſe hath been made of them by many other devoti- 
onal writers. They contain ſuch noble and ſublime ſtrains 
of Devotion, as are not to be met with any where but 
in the Bible. So devout may a Papiſt be!“ 

Manuſcript. 
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ſo much piety and good ſenſe, when ſet off by 
the ornaments of a beautiful form, and a moſt 
engaging temper ? I know too, that my Friend- 
ſhip for you was both fincere and tender, but I 
was never fully apprized of its degree till fince 
it pleaſed God to viſit you with that affliction, 
which now lies ſo heavy upon you, and gives 
you the juſteſt title to the compaſſion of ſtran- 
gers, and much more of friends. But alas ! how 
vain is the compaſſion of human friends in a 
caſe like yours; and indeed in any caſe ? when 
it is left to itſelf, it can only fit down and 
weep over calamities which it knows not how to 
relieve. I do therefore, Madam, moſt importu- 
nately recommend you to the compaſſion of that 
God, who can eafily raiſe you out of all your 
troubles, and can make your affliction the means 
of your happineſs. How happy ſhould I eſteem 
myſelf, if 1 might be in any degree a worker 
together with him, towards promoting ſo excel- 
lent a ſervice as your ſpiritual improvement by 
this afflictive providence. Permit me, Madam, 
humbly to attempt it, and haſtily to mention a 
few hints of a ſerious nature, which I imagine 

peculiarly ſuitable to your preſent circumſtances. 
It may ſeem nowiſe unſuitable to the occa- 
fion of my writing, to urge that ſubmiſſion to the 
divine vill which becomes us under every chaſ- 
tiſement. But this is, no doubt, the matter of 
frequent reflection and diſcourſe with you; the 
known piety of your general character, 'and the 
remarkable meekneſs and ſweetneſs of your tem- 
| E 2 per, 
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per, make it leſs neceſſary for me to inſiſt up- 
on it. I am fully perſuaded, Madam, - that you 
do not allow yourſelf to murmur and repine a- 
gainſt the Lord who ſmiteth you. But pardon 
me if J aſk, whether you be not too ready to 
forget your obligations to love and praiſe ? | 
look upon it as one of the greateſt defects in 
the character of good people, and as the founda- 
tion of many more viſible irregularities, that they 
delight in God no more, and that they praiſe 
him no more. Too much is this excellent work 
neglected in the midſt of health, proſperity, and 
chearfulneſs ; but when affliction comes, and eſ- 
pecially when it comes in ſo terrible a form as 
this which has lately viſited you, a Chriſtian is 
ready to imagine, that it is enough to be quiet 
and reſigned, and that he is fairly excuſed from 
ſuch delightful exerciſes of ſoul, which ſeem un- 
ſuitable to ſo gloomy a ſeaſon. But let us learn 
to correct ſo unreaſonable a thought, and ſurely 
a little reflection might teach us to correct it. 

With regard to your preſent circumſtances — 
you, Madam, are exerciſed by the anguiſh of a 
broken Bone, which may probably exceed the ima- 
gination of thoſe who have not known it by 
fatal experience; but is it not juſt foundation of 
joy and of praiſe, that your life is till pro- 
longed to you? It is true, your behaviour, ſo far 
as. I have had the opportunity of obſerving it, 
has been ſuch as could not deſerve ſo much as 
the tendereſt reproof of a friend; but you will 
humbly acknowledge, what no human creature 
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can deny, that an omniſcient and a holy God 
has ſeen many offences in a life which to men 
has appeared moſt unexceptionable and moſt a- 
miable. And you are not to learn, that the 
ſmalleſt violation of his ſacred law may juſtly 
expoſe us to all the miſeries of a future ſtate. 
And is it not matter of praiſe that you are yet 
in the land of the living, and within the reach 
of pardon and of hope? Nay, I do verily be- 
lieve, that through divine grace, you are already 
in a ſtate of reconciliation and favour with God, 
and in the way to everlaſting happineſs; and 
when you think of the glory that ſhall be re- 
vealed, and think of your own intereſt in it, 
ſurely your heart might overflow with thankful- 
neſs and joy, though your preſent agonies were 
multiplied upon you. Theſe, Madam, are noble 
reſources of conſolation, which ſhould not be 
forgotten in your moſt painful moments — that 
God is your father, Chriſt your ſaviour, and 
Heaven your eternal inheritance. 

But farther, when you attentively furvey the 
preſent diſpenſation, you will certainly find, that 
there is a Mixture of Mercy in it, and all that 
mixture of mercy is in a proportionable degree 
matter of praiſe. You have broken your arm: 

but had not mercy interpoſed, - you would not 
have ſurvived to have been ſenſible of it. A 
very ſmall alteration in the circumſtances of your 
Fall might have made it fatal to your life, 
You are made to poſſeſs days of anguiſh, and 
weariſome nights are appointed to you; but does 
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not an indulgent Providence ſurround you with 
comforts, which mollify your ſenſe of that diſ- 
treſs? I need not inſiſt upon thoſe inſtances 
which ſo grateful a heart cannot overlook. You 
recolle& the piety and tenderneſs of your excel- 
lent parents: you obſerve the reſpe& and affec- 
tion of many other agreeable and valuable friends : 
you review that affluence of worldly poſſeſſions 
which, through the divine goodneſs, is flowing 
in upon you, and furniſhes you with the moſt 
judicious advice, the moſt proper remedies, and 
the moſt agreeable accommodations and enter- 
tainments, which your preſent circumſtances can 
require and admit. And in the force of theſe 
united conſiderations, you own, that it is rea- 
ſonable even now to praiſe the Lord, who is 
daily loading you with his benefits, and vaſtly 
overbalances your affliction with mercies. 

But what if I ſhould proceed ſtill farther and 
maintain, not only that it is your duty to praiſe 
God for his other mercies, though he has af- 
flicted you, but to praiſe him for his affliftion as 
a mercy; I ſhould ſay no more than the Scrip- 
ture warrants, when it exhorts us “ in every thing 
to give thanks,” and tells us that all things 
ſhall work together for good to them that love 
God.” 

I know, Madam, and I perſuade myſelf you 
ſeriouſly conſider, that the intereſts of the Soul, 
are vaſtly more valuable than thoſe of the Body, 
Now it is certain, that ſuch a calamity as this 
may be the means of great improvement and ad- 

vantage 
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vantage 10 your Soul. It may wean your heart 
from the world, and fix it upon God more than 
before : it may make you a more lively and zea- 
lous Chriſtian, and by conſequence, more happy 
and uſeful in life, and more glorious through- 
out all the ages of eternity. And if it has a 
tendency to promote ſo exalted an end, you have 
certainly reaſon to bleſs God for it, though it 
be attended with ſome trying circumſtances; as 
you would approve and be thankful for the ſet- 
ting of a broken Bone, though it were a very 
painful operation, fince it was fo ſubſervient, and 
indeed ſo neceſſary, to the pleaſure and uſeful- 
neſs of life. 

As all afflictions have, by the divine bleſſing, 
a tendency to lead the mind into ſome ſerious 
Reflections, ſo every particular trial has its own 
peculiar advantage, which it is proper for us to 
ſtudy while we are under the preſſure of it. 

That I may give my dear and excellent friend 
all the aſſiſtance I can, I will mention ſome heads of 
religious contemplation which occur to my thoughts, 
as peculiarly proper to dwell upon while we are 
actually in Pain. And if it pleaſe God to im- 
preſs them deeply upon your mind, you will 
find, Madam, that it will be worth your while 
to have born the ſmart of an affliction, which 
may prove ſo inſtructive and ſo beneficial. 

I. It is now peculiarly proper to think, how 
inſupportably dreadful muſt he agonies of Hell be! 
If one drop of the divine diſpleaſure, or one 
ſtroke which he inflits in love to his Child, be 
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ſufficient to throw us into ſo much diſtreſs, what 
muſt it be to fall into the hands of God, as an 
irreconcilable enemy, and to ſtand the ſhock of 
that horrible tempeſt which he ſhall pour out 
upon the finally impenitent? If it be fo diffi- 
cult to bear the diforder of one ſingle limb, 
where other circumſtances around us are juſt as 
we could with them, and the tendereſt friends 
are doing their utmoſt to eaſe and delight us 
under our ſorrows, what muſt it be to dwell 
for ever in that region of horror, where every 
member of the body and every faculty of the 
ſoul ſhall be the ſeat of torment, and every ſur- 
rounding perſon and circumſtance conſpire to 
aggravate and inflame it? © Fly, O my Soul! 
from ſo dreadful a condemnation; abhor the 
thought of any thing which would expoſe thee 
to itz and adore the riches of redeeming love, 
by whith wu: 2 going down 
to the pit.” 

2. Another very proper. reflection in our pain- 
ful hours may be, how rick was the love of Jeſus 
Chrift, who would bear fo much pain for our ſal- 
vation 

« Do I find it, vou will ſay, fo difficult a mat- 
ter to bear up under my preſent anguiſh, though 
only one member of my body ſuffers, what then 
did my Saviour feel, when he was expiring un- 
der the agonies of the croſs! what was it to 
have the tendereſt parts of his body pierced with 
thorns and with nails, and to be ſtretched out 
— "6 ol till almoſt every 
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joint was out of its place (which you know, Ma- 
dam, was the common pain of crucifixion ;) 
beſides all that more intolerable torment which 
he bore from the immediate hand of his Fa- 
ther, which threw him into a bloody ſweat, when 
no human agony was near him! Little, O 
my Redeemer! little can I conjecture of the 
bitterneſs of thine agonies from the pain I now 
feel; but ſince that which I now feel is fo acute 
and ſo grievous, let me take a few moments 
from my ſorrows and my groans to admire and 
celebrate thy inconceivable Love, which bore the 
forrow which was infinitely more dreadful.” . 

3. When we feel ourſelves in pain, it is pe- 
culiarly proper to reflect on the great mercy of 
God in having formerly given us ſo much eaſe. 

« How many have been continued in life while 
ſurrounded with innumerable calamities and ac- 
cidents, which might not only have been pain- 
ful, but mortal to me; and in all this Year how 
many days, how many weeks have there been 
in which I have enjoyed uninterrupted eaſe z or 
rather, how few hours and moments have there 
been in which I have felt even the ſlighteſt 
pain? If God has changed the diſpenſation of 
his providence, towards me, I feel the value of 
that mercy which 1 was fo inſenſible of. Let 
me now praiſe him for what I formerly enjoy- 
ed, but undervalued; fince it might probably be 
the deſign of this preſent affliction to rebuke 
my former inſenſibility, and recover that tribute 

| | of 
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of praiſe which I had neglected immediately to 
* When we feel pain taking hold of us, we 
may reflect, how much reaſon we have to pity the 
pains and the ſorrows of others, 

&« have too often been forgetful of them when 
abſent, and have been too negligent in praying 
for them, though perhaps their caſe has been 
attended with very lamentable circumſtances. Now 
J know by my own experience, a part of what 
they feel, and perhaps no more than a part. Let 
me, after the example of my Redeemer, learn 
by my own ſufferings, to ſympathize with my 
Brethren in theirs; and let me impart ſuch 
co ion to them as 1 would now defire from 
thoſe that are around me.” 

5. When we are under pain of body, it is 
proper to reflect, how vain is every thing in this 
world, and how * preferable an intereſt in the 
divine favour. 

One fuch day as many of thoſe have been 
which you have lately paſſed, may ſerve inſtead 
of a thouſand rational arguments to eonvince 
you of this. How has the accident of a mi- 
nute impaired your reliſh for thoſe entertain- 
ments, which before were exceedingly agreeable 
to you! Thoſe things, in which the greater part 
of mankind place their ſupreme happineſs, are 
little or nothing in theſe afflictive moments. The 
delicacy of food, the ornaments of dreſs, nay 
even the converſation of friends, are not now 
what you thought them a few days ago. But 
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you find, Madam, that your God is ſtill the ſame , 
and the thoughts of your intereſt in him grows 
more and more delightful, in proportion to that 
degree in which the charms of created objects 
fade and diſappear. Yet, when your health and 
ſtrength are compleatly reſtored, as I pray they 
may ſpeedily be, created vanity may grow charm- 
ing again, and tempt your heart to a forgetful- 
neſs of God. But then I hope, Madam, you 
will recolle& the view in which they appeared 
in the days of weakneſs and of pain; and the 
more carefully you attend to that view now, 
the more likely will you be to recolle& it with 
advantage. 

6. In your preſent affliction, it is peevliarly 
proper to think of that heavenly world, which is, 
as I verily believe, the great object of your hope, 
and through grace, your eternal inheritance. 

All the ſtorms and tempeſts of Life ſhould 
force us into that bleſſed harbour. And I am 
perſuaded our views of Heaven would be more 
affecting, if we were to confider it as a place, 
where we ſhall be free, not only from all trou- 
ble in general, but from that particular trouble 
which at preſent lies heavy upon us, and there- 
fore is apprehended in all its aggravations. It 
is proper under ſuch an affliction as this, to re- 
flect on the New Jeruſalem: there ſhall be no 
more pain. O my Soul! dwell upon the thought, 
and in that view breathe after it, and rejoice in 
the expectation of it.” 
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If theſe thoughts, Madam, which appear ſo 
proper in your preſent circumſtances, be ſeriouſly 
attended to and purſued, you will ſoon fee the 
advantage of them. Your heart, which is already 
ſo pious and excellent, will come like gold out 
of a furnace of fire, purified ſeven times; and 
upon the whole, you will reap ſuch happy fruits, 
both for time and eternity, from theſe fad ca- 
lamitous events, that you will no longer have 
room to queſtion, RE it be the proper ob- 
jet of Praiſe. 

I am furpriſed to ſee, that before I was a- 
ware, my Letter is ſwelled into a Sermon. But 
I find, Madam, in this as in other inſtances, 
that it is eaſy to ſpeak out of the abundance of 
the heart; which I am ſure I always do, when 
I give vent to any ſentiments of Friendſhip to- 
wards you. There is a plainneſs and freedom 
in what I have written, which to ſome other per- 
ſons, I might think it neceſſary to excuſe, but 
I will not make any apology to you, for I am 
fure you have ſo much good ſenſe as to ſee, and 
fo much candour as to believe, that this free- 
dom proceeds only from that inexpreſſible reſpect 
and tenderneſs with which I am, 

Dear Madam, 
Your moſt affectionate, | 
and moſt humble ſervant, 
PriLiy DoppkIDGE., 
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To A YOUNG LADY, 
Preparing for a Voyage to the Indies, 


MADAM, Northampton, Feb. 14, 1729—30. 
HOUGH I have not the happineſs of a 
perſonal acquaintance with you, your good 

Mother informed me at large of your character 
and circumſtances ; and it is by her defire that 
I uſe a freedom in addrefling you which would 
not otherwiſe be pardonable in one who is a 
ſtranger. You will eaſily imagine that your con- 
cerns lie with a very great weight upon her 
mind. She 1s tenderly ſolicitous, that whither- 
ſoever you go the gracious preſence of a Hea- 
venly Parent, and a pious ſenſe of duty to him, 
may always accompany you. And as ſhe knows 
you muſt refign ſome of thoſe religious advan- 
tages, which you have long enjoyed, ſhe has 
been urgent with me to put ſomething into 
your hand which may be reviewed whenever you 
pleaſe, and which by the divine bleſſing may be 


uſeful to you, as being peculiarly ſuited to your 


preſent ci 

On my part, Madam, I undertake the taſk 
with a great deal of chearfulneſs; not only to 
oblige her, who is my valuable friend, but with 
ſome encouraging hopes that it may be ſervice- 


able 
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able to you. And I will freely own, that I en- 
ter into the caſe with ſomething of a peculiar 
tenderneſs, as it relates to a Lady in the bloom 
of life, of an agreeable perſon, and a promiſing 
character. I have had a great many anxious 
thoughts about you ſince your Mother and I 
talked of you, which we have frequently done ; 
ſo that you and your affairs are grown very 
familiar to my mind, and I begin to enter in- 
to them with ſomething of the affection of a 
Brother. 

I hope this concern may ſufficiently juſtify a 
plainneſs, which in ſuch a caſe, becomes almoſt 
unavoidable; and I perſuade myſelf, Madam, 
that when you conſider it as proceeding from 
ſuch a principle, you will not be offended ; though 
I tell you that I almoſt tremble to think of the 
variety of dangers to which you are going to 
be expoſed. I am young myſelf, yet I have 
already learnt by too frequent experience, that 
in the morning of life we naturally delude our- 
ſelves with pleaſing dreams; we fix our eyes on 
what is moſt delightful in a diſtant proſpect, 
but either entirely overlook what 1s dangerous 
and threatening, or at moſt beſtow but a. tran- 
fient glance upon it, You think, no doubt, with 
a great deal of pleaſure, of ſeeing a variety of 
new objects in a fine country, vaſtly different 
from our own ; eſpecially in meeting a Brother 
whom you have uever yet ſeen,“ but who has 

expreſſed 

Probably, he went to India before the young Lady 
was born, or during her infancy, 
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expreſſed the tendereſt regard for you at fo re- 
mote a diſtance. You are charmed with the 
proſpect of meeting him in a place where he 
knows not any ſuperior, of ſharing with him in 
his plenty and magnificence, and being treated 
by all about you with the reſpe& due to a Go- 
vernor's ſiſter. I own there is ſomething very 
ſplendid and ftriking in ſuch a view, and I 
heartily congratulate you upon it. But let me 
intreat you, Madam, to conſider how poſſible it 
is, that you may never reach the country which 
is to be the ſcene of ſo many entertainments. 
There are unknown hazards in the voyage to 
the Indies; and it is poſſible that before you 
have diſpatched half of it, ſome unexpected event 
may happen to put a period to theſe hopes 
and to your life. Or, if you reached 
it is certain that dangers will attend you there, 
and dangers which will be ſo much the 

as you are the leſs ſenſible of them, I know 
that many of our foreign Governors live in a 
kind of princely grandeur and magnificence, ſo 
that you really need almoſt as much wiſdom 
and goodneſs as if you were going to Court. 
You will ſee a great deal of vanity and pomp, 
and no doubt a great deal of luxury too, if not 
in the Governor himſelf, of whom I hear a 
very reſpectable character, yet at leaſt in ſome 
of his retinue. You will hear a great deal of 
Flattery, the ſhame of our ſex, and the ruin of 
yours, and the dangers which conceal the ſharp- 
eſt and the moſt fatal ſtings, are thoſe which 
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will accoſt you with the ſofteſt airs, and the 
moſt ſmiling countenance, On the other hand, 
Madam, it is very uncertain what advantages 
of a religious nature you will enjoy, to coun- 
terbalance theſe enſnaring circumſtances. Yet I 
think I may venture to fay, that whitherſoever 
you go, were it in your own country, and 
much more in a foreign land, it is at leaft a 
thouſand to one, that you exchange for the 
worſe when you quit. the miniſtry of Mr, Jen- 
nings, with whoſe excellent character 1 am well 
acquainted, and in whoſe pulpit you have pro- 
bably ſeen me, if you have ſeen me at all. 
When I conſider theſe things, 1 am very fo- 
licitous with regard to the End of them; and 
will plainly confeſs, I cannot but think, that 
humanly ſpeaking, there is a great deal of rea- 
fon to fear left this lovely flower which is now 
opening with ſo much beauty and fragrancy, 
ſhould be blaſted by too warm 'a fun, ayd wi- 
ther in that luxurious foil to which it will be 
tranſplanted. Or, in plainer terms, I fear, what 
God forbid, that the impreſſion of a religious 
education will wear off from your mind, and 
the vain allurements of an enfnaring world will 
poſſeſs themſelves of your heart, till by inſenſi- 
ble degrees your virtue may be endangered, and 
foul ruined. I fay not theſe things, Ma- 
dam, to diſſuade you from the Voyage; no, it 
is not in my power to do it, and if it were, 1 
ſhould not by any means attempt it. But I re- 
preſent the caſe in all its dangerous circumſtan- 
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ces, ſo far as I apprehend them, that you may 
be awakened to a proper care in providing a- 
gainſt them. And here it is evident, that your 
only ſecurity is in the protection and friendſhip 
of that Gad, who has all the ſeaſons and ele- 
ments under his command, and who, by his ſe- 
cret, but powerful, influence on the mind, can 
preſerve it in the midft of temptation, and bright- 
en it by all its trials. 

And therefore my firſt advice is, that before 
you begin this important and doubtful Voyage, 
you ſet yourſelf repeatedly to examine into the 
ſtate of your ſoul, with regard to God and eter- 
nity. It would be doing you a great deal of 
wrong to ſuppoſe you are ignorant of the ſtate 
in which the goſpel found us, and of that into 
which it is intended to bring us. You know 
the original claim of God upon us, and how 
far the moſt innocent and virtuous of us hath 
been from anſwering it exactly in all its extent. 
You know ſomething of the fatal conſequences 
which would have attended that revolt, had 
God treated us with rigorous ſeverity; though 
none knows them in their full terror. You are 
acquainted with the gracious method he has taken 
of recovering us by a Redeemer from the ruin of 
the apoſtacy, and the way in which the inyalu- 
able bleſſings of the everlaſting covenant are now 
offered to our acceptance. Let it be your im- 
metliate and diligent inquiry, whether you have 
fallen in with this merciful propoſal, and have 
rey and entirely devoted yourſelf to God, 

F with 
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with an humble dependance on the merits of 
his Son for your acceptance, and the. aſſiſtance 
of his good Spirit to form you to a holy tem- 
per, and animate you to the zealous diſcharge 
of all the duties he requires of you. If you 
have not yet entered yourſelf into this covenant, . 
or are dubious whether you have done it or 
no, let it be your immediate care now to do 
it with the moſt ſerious conſideration and entire 
conſent, as knowing it to be abſolutely neceflary 
for your ſecurity and happineſs in the ſafeſt and 
moſt cheering circumſtances of life, and much 
more in ſuch as I have now deſcribed. If you 
have the teſtimony of your conſcience on the 
favourable” fide, as I would hope you have, per- 
mit me humbly to adviſe you, if you have a con- 
venient opportunity, to confirm it in the moſt 
ſolemn manner at the table of the Lord. There 
commit your life and your hopes to his provi- 
dential care. Open your heart to the influences 
of his grace; and publickly vow a determinate 
reſolution that you will be the Lord's; that 
you will be conſtantly and eternally his; and 
that in the ſtrength of, his Spirit, neither life nor 
death ſhall ſeparate you from him. 

When once this is done, you are happily 
armed againſt all the, uncertainties of life, and 
the proſpects of death in whatever form it 
may appear, Your ſoul may be calm in the 
midſt of the tempeſt ; when thunders roll, and 
lightnings dart from above, and the waves 
are foaming and the ſeas roaring around you; 

| | en 
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when the hearts of the moſt experienced mariner 
and the moſt courageous commander are diſmay- 

ed, you, Madam, with all the tenderneſs of your 

age and ſex, may fit down with a ſweet tran- 
quility, as the charge and favourite of him, 

who has univerſal nature under his controul ; 
you may ſay in the triumphant words of the a 
Pſalmiſt, God is my refuge and my ſtrength, 
a very preſent help in every time of trouble. 
Therefore will I not fear in the midſt of con- 
fuſion; though the ſea, roar and be troubled, 
ſo that the mountains ſhake with the ſwelling 
thereof: the Lord of Hoſts is with us, the God 
of Jacob is my refuge.” Or, ſhould the dread- 
ful moment of Shipwreck come, while ungodly 
wretches are meeting the firſt death with un- 
known agony, as apprehending that it will tranſ- 
mit them to all the terrors of the ſecond, you 
may ſmile with a holy tranſport, when you ſee 
the rays of heavenly glory ſhooting through 
the gloomy paſſage; and, as Mr. Howe beauti- 
fully expreſſes it, may embrace that friendly 
wave which, while you intended , ſhould 
land you in heaven.” On the other hand, ſhould 
Providence, according to my moſt affectionate 
wiſhes and repeated prayers, conduct you in 
ſafety to your intended harbour, on this ſuppo- 

ſition of your early and fincere devotedneſs to 

God, you will be ſecure in the midſt of temp- 
tation; not indeed in the ſtrength of your own 4 
virtue, but in the watchful care of that good A 
Shepherd, who tenderly carries the lambs of the 
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flock in his boſom : every thing ſplendid and 
pleaſing which you will meet with at ——, 
Inſtead of alienating your heart from God, may 
be a means of raifing it to him. All the ad- 
vantages of your circumſtances may be improv- 
ed to the nobleſt purpoſes, and you may ap- 
pear in that conſpicuous ſtation, as raifed by 
Providence to diſplay the charms of your, cha- 
raſter, and to recommend religion to others; 
as it. never appears in a more amiable light 
than when praiſed by thoſe who are entering 
on life, and are ſurrounded with the allure- 
ments of plenty and greatneſs, 
And this, Madam, is what I would have you 
propoſe to yourſelf, It will indeed be happy 
for you and for your deareſt friends, if you 
continue ſafe in the midſt of ſo many dangers. 
But methinks you ought not to reſt here. I hope 
God will inſpire you with a glorious ambition 
of adorning your profeſſion by the luſtre of un- 
common virtue, and being , eminently honourable 
and uſeful in life. For your aſſiſtance in this 
noble attempt, I will preſume ſo far on your 
patience as to offer you ſome more particular 
advices, ſubmitting them to your deliberate re- 
flection, that you may judge how far they are 
neceſſary or important. | 
As God is the ſupport of the whole world 
of his creatures, ſo 1 believe, all, who are ex- 
perimentally acquainted with religion, will readily 
allow, that proper and conſtant regards to God 
are the ſupport of all the other branches of it. 
I would 
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I would therefore, Madam, exhort you to the 
moſt diligent care in maintaining thoſe regards, 
Let no day paſs without ſome humble and af. 
fectionate viſits to the throne of grace, Rejoice 
to think, that whitherſoever you go, you are 
ſtill in a province of that univerſal empire over 
which he preſides; and as he is capable of be- 
ing your beſt friend, remember, I intreat you, 
that neither duty nor prudence will permit you 
to negle& him. Let ſecret prayer and reading 
the ſcriptures always be attended to with great 
diligence ; and fix it as a maxim in your mind, 
that however the outward form may be gone 
through, theſe duties are in effect neglected, if 
they are not ſeriouſly and heartily performed. 
Thankfully improve all thoſe publick advan- 
tages, which, when you arrive at the Factory, 
you may enjoy for the good of your ſoul, I 
would be much concerned, that you may not go 
abroad with an entire contempt for all religious 
opportunities which are not juſt ſuch as you 
could wiſh, Though a Form be probably leſs 
| fuited to your taſte. as well as mine, than the 
prayers we have been accuſtomed to, yet divine 
influences may make it very refreſhing, I doubt 
not, but many pious ſouls in the eſtabliſhed 
Church, have daily converſes with God in the 
offices of it (and I heartily rejoice in the thought.) 
And as for the doctrines of it, you will not find 
much to complain of. The main doubt 1 is, how 
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will ſo order it, that you may have the aſſiſtance 
2 a Clergyman, who will not only be careful 
to ſpeak the words of truth and ſoberneſs, but 
will throughout the whole of his miniſtration 
and converſatibn be animated by a deep and 
lively ſenſe of religion, an ardent zeal for the - 
Honour of God, and a tender concern for the 
falvation of ſouls. But if it ſhould happen other- 
wiſe, endeavour to make the beſt of what you 
hear, and carry a few good Books with you, 
which by the bleſſing of God, may in part make 
up for the want of more ſuitable publick aſſiſt- 
ances, You may then have an opportunity of 
hearing, as it were, ſome of the beſt of our 
preachers almoſt every day, and may be ſecure 
of meeting with ſome of the moſt valuable of their 
diſcourſes. I would on this occafion, recommend 
to you the three volumes of Dr. Wattss Ser- 
mons, his Diſcourſes on the Love of God, his Hymns, 
Pjalms, and Lyric Poems, Dr. Evans's Chriſtian Tem- 
per, in two volumes, and his - Sermons to Young 
People, Stenett's Reaſonableneſs of early Piety, and 
J had almoſt faid above all the reſt, Dr. Wright's 
Treatiſe on Regeneration, and of the deceitfulneſs f 
Sin. I ſee not well how any of theſe can be 
ſpared ; and- I ſhall defire you to accept of the 
two laſt, bound together, as a ſmall teſtimony 
of my ſincere friendſhip. Above all, Madam, 
I would moſt earneſtly intreat you to make the 
Scriptures very familiar to you. It is by theſe 
that the young may ce their - way, and in the 
| morning 
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morning of lite be formed upon maxims of the 
trueſt and the moſt important wiſdom. David's 
Pſalms, Solomon's Proverbs, and Eccleſiaſtes, and the 
whole New Teſtament, are the parts of Scripture 
which I would eſpecially recommend; and would 
intreat you to read them, not in an haſty and 
curſory manner, but with deep reflection and 
earneſt prayer to God for the aſſiſtance of his 
Spirit in the ſtudy of them; and on ſuch a pe- 
ruſal, I am confident, you will find a ſpirit, a 
beauty, and a glory in them beyond what the 
' generality of the world apprehend. This guide 
alone 1s incomparably preferable to all the books 
and the friends upon earth without it. Follow 
it ſteadily, and it will lead you to heaven. 

As to your Behaviour to your fellow-crea- 
tures, the directions of Scripture will be highly 
ſerviceable. In the moſt important article, your 
great care, Madam, muſt be to accommodate the 
general precepts of it to your own particular 
circumſtances of life, and you muſt beg that 
God would give you wiſdom to do 1t. 

You cannot but know, that a Young Lady is 
expoſed to a variety of temptations peculiar to 
her age and ſex, eſpecially in the company of 
gentlemen, whoſe profeſſions and conditions ofe 
life may not incline them to the greateſt de- 
cency and ſobriety of behaviour; and it will 
require great prudence on your part to manage 
well here. I would not injure ſo fair a charac- 
ter by inſinuating the moſt diſtant caution againſt 
any thing that is infamouſly bad Your princi- 

| | F 4 pal 
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pal difficulty will be in keeping yourſelf free 
from thoſe importunities which are on many ac- 
counts inconvenjent, though rejected with the 
greateſt reſolution and reſentment. And here, 
Madam, I would by no means adviſe you to 
put on an air of ſeverity in the converſation of 
men, as if you were apprehenſive of ſome cri- 
mina deſign in all they ſaid or did. Such a 
behaviour is ſo far from being ornamental, that 
I will frankly confeſs, it appears to me not only 
groundleſs and ridiculous, but ſupercilious too. 
Vet there is, if one knew how to deſcribe it, a 
kind of reſerve mixed with the moſt cheerful 
freedom; that gaiety which ſtrikes an awe on 
the licentious beholder, and inſpires a reverence 
even for the moſt gentle charmer. It would 
make a man bluſh at the ſecret conſciouſneſs 
of the leaſt irregular thought with regard to {6 
excellent, I had almoſt ſaid, fo ſacred a ereature. 
I am afraid, Madam, the delicacy of my ſubject 
has made me a little obſcure; but I faney on 
reflection, you will find ſomething of a mean- 
ing in it: and I imagine it to be much the 
ſame with that, which is much better expreſſed 
in the following Epigram, which niay probably 
he the more agreeable to you, as it is to me, 
for being the production of a Lady about your 
own age. I had it from a petſon of quality, 
and am told that copies are but in few hands. 


While 
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While thirſt of praiſe, and fond dolire of fame, 

In every age is every woman's aim; 

With courtſhip pleaſed, of filly torture bn 

Fond of a train, and happy in à croud; 

While vain coquets affect to be purſued, 
And think they 're honeſt if not groſsly lewd 3 

On every fool beſtowing fome kind glance, 

Each conqueſt owing to ſome looſe advance: 

Let this ſage maxim be my virtue's guide, 1 

In part to blame ſhe is who has been tried ; 

He comes too near, who comes to be denied. 


It would be a very eaſy matter to infift co- 
piouſly on theſe Hints, and to add many others 
which would not be foreign to the caſe before 
us. But my letter is grown already to a very 
uncommon fize; and I fear, that if I ſhould go 
on to enlarge it, the review will be a burden- 
ſome taſk. What is ſtill omitted, if I judge 
right of your character, your own good ſenſe 
will in a great meaſure ſupply, under the direc- 


tions of God's word, and the influences of his 


Spirit. And let me only intreat you, often to 
reflect on your conduct and confider your ways; 
for I am confident, that the generalit y of man- 
kind who are undone for time and eternity, 
periſh, not ſo much for want of knowing what 
is right, as through a failure of reſolution in 
the purſuit of it, which is very much owing to 
the negle& of thought and reflection. 

I add nothing farther but my hearty prayer, 


which I ſhall frequently repeat, that a watchful 


Providence may continually ſurround you, and 
give the winds and the ſeas a charge concern- 


ing 
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ing you; that the influences of his grace may 
ſecure you from all the temptations with which 
God is calling you to encounter ; and may make 
of you a lovely example of all the virtues and 

of chriſtianity ; that after a ſafe, honour- 
able and proſperous viſit to the Indies, you may 
be reſtored to your native land in peace, with 
a rich increaſe both of temporal and fpiritual 
bleflings ; ſo that upon the whole your preſent 
and future happineſs may exceed all that we can 


particularly wiſh or pray for upon your account. 
I am, 
Dear Madam, 
Your affectionate friend, 
and obedient humble ſervant, 


PriLiy DoppRipok. 


P. S. If Providence continue my life till your 
return, it will be a very great pleaſure to me 
to ſee you either here or at London, and to 
join with you in returning thanks for thoſe di- 
vine favours to which I have been fo frequently 
recommending you in the ſincerity of my heart. 


LETTER 
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LET I E © AE 


Fou THE REV. MR. BARKER,* 


DEAR SIR, Hackney, Jan. 1, 1736. 
OURS of the 19th of Dec. I received, 
and am very much obliged and entertained 

with it. I can eaſily perceive, that the buſineſs 
you have upon your hands every day is enough 
to take up all your time; and how agreeable 
ſoever it may be to your friends to hear from 
you, they, ought to wait your leifure hours for 
letters, if any ſuch you have. 

I am very ſure you cannot wonder to find 
this world a mixed ſtate, eonſiſting of good and 
evil: you always thought it would be fo, and 
believe that all good men have found it fo. It 
is our buſineſs to make the beſt we can of things, 


doing our preſent duty, and keeping our main 


end always in view, I have read your laſt more 
than once, and find myſelf at ſome loſs whe- 
ther- to return, you my compliments of condo- 
lence or congratulation. Some melancholy ſcenes 
you open, require the former; but then the 
manly, the chriſtian, the heroick manner in which 
you talk of afflictions and mercies, of God's pro- 
| vidence, 

* An eminent diſſenting miniſter in London, ' and au- 
thor of two volumes of ſermons. The editor has taken 
great pains in endeavouring to procure Mr, Barker's fu- 


neral ſermon, as what might have afforded ſome account 
of him, but his inquiries have proved ineffectaal. 
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vidence, of this world and that to come, call 
for the latter. Go on to think and act, my 
dear friend and brother, like a chriſtian hero, 
and may God, by ſame adverſities of life, form 
and fit you for the growing proſperities of it; 
and may Mrs, Doddridge live to be the inſtru- 
ment and partner of your increaſing happineſs ! 
I have received your papers from Mr. Hett, 
which I ſhall read over, I doubt not, with the 
fame pleaſure I always read your performances. 
Let our mutual prayers aſcend to Heaven for 
one another ; and may they be offered to God 
by our great High Prieſt, as our only advocate 
with him! May we proceed with diligence and 
delight in the ſervice of our Lord and Maſter ! 
and may you in the vigour, and J in the decline 
of life, promote to the utmoſt of our ability 
the glory of God, and the good of mankind ! 
} am, | * 
Dear Sir, | 
Yours with great eſteem and affection, 
JohN Barker, 


* 


n n (yo * ies 


From THE SAME. 


DEAR SIR, July 2, 1737. 

F Beheve you have heard by Mr. Hett, that 
1 1 paid ten pounds for Mr. Steffe, and 
promiſed four guineas to Hett for a book, which 
he 
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he and I think uſeful for your Hbrary. The 
book ſells for more, but the reſt is his preſent. 

Your moſt affectionate and obliging letter of 
the x6th of June I received, and thank you 
for it exceedingly. The mention you make of 
the excellent perſon* you have lately loſt, affects 
and afflicts me greatly. There are few ſuch 
miniſters any where; and but few ſuch men in 
any age. I knew his modeſty was exceſſive, but 
am ſorry it has deprived us of thoſs memoirs, 
which, *touched over by your hand, would have 
been very inſtructive and entertaining. But if 
we muſt not read his life and character, let 
us remember to imitate his exemplary piety, 
prudence, and diligence. 

I ſhall be glad to know how it is with your 
family, and with yourſelf; beg you will take 
care of your health, and not undertake too much. 


I am forry the deſerving brothers you mention 


are another inſtance of the trath of that obſer- 
vation, that the fineft minds often mhabit the 
fraileſt bodies. 

I. could not go to Epſom (whither I am a- 
bout to remove) without writing to you, and 
inquiring after Mrs. Doddridge, the fick lady, 

| and 


* The Rev. Mr. Some, of Harborough, died May 29, 
1737. A perſen of uncommon piety, zeal, prudence, and 
ſagacity. © In him, to uſe Dr. Doddridge's own words, 
he had found a fincere, wiſe, faithful, and tender friend. 
From him he had met with all the goodneſs be could 
have expected from a father, and had received greater aſſiſt· 
ance, than from any perſon, except Dr. Clark, in the 
affair of his education.“ 
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and all your friends. Mrs. Barker and I in- 

tereſt ourſelves in your proſperity, and as your 
happineſs increaſes ſo does our joy. I am, 
Affectionately yours, 

J. BARKER, 


LETTER XXI. 


o FROM THE SAME. 


March 8, 1738. 
7 OUR letters are never too long, but your 
paper is often too ſmall; and your kind 
heart is ſo warm with affection, that when you 
write to a friend you are apt to make him 
bluſh and figh to find himſelf ſo unlike the 
picture your lively imagination draws for him. 
1 am happily reſpected by you, dear Sir, while 
I am a little feurvily treated by and 
&c. for there is an et cetera of them, 
as you well know. But we muſt do our duty, 

and ſtand in our lot, let our infidel-adverſaries 
ſay and do what they will. , 
The part you take in our family-aMi&tion i is 
very tender and chriſtian. Our trials are repeat- 
ed, and a freſh wound is opened before the for- 
mer one has done bleeding. Your candour leads 
you to ſay, «© muſt the pure gold be yet more 
tried? Do not «theſe rebukes call upon us to 
inquire "whether the gold be not become dim, 
the fine gold changed ? God grant, that we may 
Wo be 


THE REV. DR. DODDRIDGE. 79 


be purged from our droſs, be every way the 
better for our afflictions, -and happily find them 
to yield us the beſt fruits! 

It is well you flept eight hours after your 
ſervices on Sunday laſt. You are got, I find, to 
your preaching three times again, and a baptiſm 
into the bargain. But, Sir, let who will praiſe 
you for this, I will not, but blame and reprove 
you. From the account you give of yourſelf, 
I muſt freely tell you, I do not much like it. 
You are always catching colds, and expoſing 
yourſelf to all ſorts of winds. Is yours a fit 
body to go out of a hot immediately into a cold 
bath? What comfort will it afford to Mrs. 
Doddridge and your friends, to be told in your 
funeral- ſermon, that you died, or rather killed 
yourſelf, at ſuch an age, with colds and labour? 
Excuſe me, Sir, if 1 tell you, that neither ſhe 
nor I will take it as we have done, and your 
friend Mrs. Barker joins with us in n 
immediate reformation and future care. 

I ſuppoſe you have heard of Mr. Coward's 
pranks, He has, as the Scotch call it, A Bee 
in his Bonnet. 

"I think my right hand has ſhaked out a long 
letter to-day ; who knows but it may do nota- 
bly yet again? We join in prayers, thanks, and 
all good wiſhes. I ſhall long to hear from you 
very ſoon, and am, 

Sincerely and moſt affectionately yours, 
J. BARKER. 
1 
LETTER 
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DER T EM, XX 
FROM THE SAME, 


DEAR DOCTOR, Epſom, Sept. 14, 1739. 
Met Mr. Hunt on Monday, at the funeral 
of an old chriſtian friend, where he told me 
you had been ill of a fever; but he revived my 
heart by telling me at the fame time you were 
happily recovered. "This comes to congratulate 
you on your recovery, to aſſure you of the 
friendly- part I take in your ſickneſs and health, 
and to renew my earneſt defire that you take 
a reaſonable care of yourſelf, and like a dutiful 
huſband be abſolutely ruled, managed, and go- 
verned by your wife. You need not fear living 
too long, Doctor, and therefore pray do not live 
quite ſo faſt. 

I ſpent the laſt month at Tunbridge-Wells, 
with ſome good ſucceſs. I had the pleaſure of 
Dr. Watts's company ſome part of the time 
{ was there, but he could not preach, and has 
not done it fince his return, nor is he better® 
for the air or water of that place. 

I hear Mr. Steffe is invited to B——, and 


wiſh it may appear to him proper to go thi- 


ther, as I hope if he does, he will ſow ſome 
good ſeed, in time root out the tares they 
have among them, unite a divided people, and 
revive ſerious practical religion. Thus may your 
1 85 do ey where for the honour of God, 
the 


— 
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the intereſt of Chriſt, the credit of the chriſtian 
religion, the joy of their tutor, and the ſatis- 
faction of his friends. 

My family are all, through the fayour of 
Providence, very well ; I hope yours is ſo. My 
wife joins in ſervice, love, and all good wiſhes, 


with, Dear Sir, 
Your faithful 


and affectionate friend, 
J. BARKER. 


0 to * md. adit * * 
—_ — 


Err 
FROM THE SAME. + 


REV. AND DEAR SIR, : 1742. 
= regards for you are not to be 3 Jug 
of by my letters. One reaſon why I do 
not. write to you oftner is, that I know how 
fully you are employed, and how you fill up 
your time to the brim, as the in the hun- 
dreds of Eſſex do their glaſſes of brandy in a 
froſty morning. I often hear of you by our 
common friend Mr. Jackſon, who is very uſeful 
both to you and to me. The laſt account I 
had of you, however, was to your diſadyantage. 
I hear you are ill, and 1 partly believe it, for 
you treat that poor body of yours without any 
mercy, and I ſuppoſe have got cold in the ab- 
ſence of your e whoſe prudence and t 
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derneſs you much want, in order to check the 
ſpeed with which you urge the animal machine 
to keep pace with that lively ſoul of yours, 
which is always reaching and preſſing forward 
towards ſomething not yet attained or done. 
- Your anſwer to that pernicious book of Dod- 
well's, 85 2555 me much.“ I thank you for the 
preſent 


2 6e. About this time (1742) a very artful pamphlet 
was publiſhed by an infidel,, but under the form of the 
moſt zealous and orthodox chriſtian, entitled, Chriſtianity 
not founded on Argument, Cc; in which the author pre- 
tended to cry up the immediate teſtimony of the ſpirit, 
and to aſſert its abſolute neceſſity in order to the belief 
of the goſpel; while at the ſame time he endeavoured 
to expoſe all kind of rational evidence by which it could 
be ſupported, and advanced ſeveral very ſhrewd inſinu- 
ations againſt the truth of it, in what I thought a moſt 
pernicious view. I therefore anſwered it in three letters, 
which ſoon ſucceeded each other; the firſt of which was 
dated November the 5th, 1742, the ſecond December the 
1ſt, the ſame year, and the third March the 4th, 1743. 
In them I handled ſome topicks, which ſeemed of great 
importance, more particularly than I had ever ſeen them 
examined elſewhere, In the firſt, the degree of rational 
evidence for the divine authority of chriſtianity, to which 
an illiterate, well-diſpoſed perſon may attain, In the 
ſecond, the reaſonableneſs of annexing a damnatory ſen- 
tence on unbelievers, as a part of the chriſtian revelation. 
And in the third, ſome things on the doctrine of divine 
influences.” Frem a Letter to a Foreigner, who had re- 
queſied Dr. Doddridge to fend him an account of his writ» 
ings, with the occafion and time of their publication. 

. Theſe anſwers, ſays Mr. Orton, met with much accep- 
tance in the world, and he had letters of thanks for 
them from ſome perſons of diſtinguiſhed rank and abili- 
ties, The third part was eſteemed by many judicious 

perſons, 
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preſent, but much more for the performance. 
I wiſh you had known the character of your 
adverſary before you had written the latter part 
of your letter.“ I put your book into the 
hands of a Clergyman who viſited me on Mon- 
day laſt, to whom I dare fay, it will be wy 
acceptable. 

Salter's Hall takes up much of my time at 
preſent, for which I not only prepare with ſome 
care and pains for the publick ſervices on Sun- 
days, but am conſtrained to attend on other 
days for the fick and the well, left they ſhould 
ſeem like ſheep without a ſhepherd. Under this 
burden I groan, and yet I am not able to bear 
the thought - of their ſcattering, or making an 
improper choice. What! cannot you think of 
one miniſter, old or young, whoſe furniture, 
ſpirit, principles, and pulpit-talents would make 
him ſuitable for us? Have you forgot your 
obligations to that people? or that I am almoſt 
three- ſcore years of age, and have not nerves of 
braſs or finews of iron? I do not, after all, 
ſo much deſire a ſuitable miniſter there to ſpare 
myſelf, as to ſee the congregation well ſettled, 
for its own ſake, and that of our common 
chriſtianity. 

A multiplicity of buſineſs, both of town and 
country comes upon me, and I neither act, nor 


write, nor think ſo well as I uſed to do, but I 


G 2 | buſtle 


perſons, the beſt illuſtration, and the moſt rational, full 
defence of the Spirit's influences upon the human heart, 
which had been publiſhed, L. p. 113. 
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buſtle on as well as I can, and do more in 
two hours than in one. 

The defection of our younger miniſters I greatly 
lament; and if the people departed from the 
doctrines of the reformation as much as their 
miniſters, I ſhould begin to think whether ours 


were an intereſt worth ſerving. 


The ftate of things with us here is much 
the ſame as it has been for ſome time. The 
diſpoſition to charity continues amongſt us pro- 
teſtunt diſſenters, but I cannot ſay much as to 
our faith, Some charge our fathers with put- 
ting "believing in the place of doing. I wiſh 
we do not put giving in the place of believing.— 
Want of evidence, and \well-diſcerning faculties 
is the common cant of infidels every where, 
which is really as provoking as it is trifling. 

doubt not but you have read and reliſnhed 
Dr. Young's Night Thoughts, which have afford- 
ed great entertainment, and IT hope ſome im- 
provement to me. 
| My family, through the goodneſs of God, are 
well, and join with me in affection to you, and 
Mrs. Doddridge when you write to her. I ſhall 


be very glad to hear of her, and mightily re- 


joiced when I know ſhe is returned from Bath 
in a good, ſtrong, comfortable, governing cafe to 
my good friend her huſband. I am, 
Dear Doctor, 
Your obliged and affectionate 
brother, friend and ſervant, 
J. BarKER. 


P. S. 


THE REV. DR. DODDRIDGE. 85 


P. S. Though I very much want to know 
how you do, I defire you not to write till your 
ſtrength and leiſure will permit. 

Our late M—— is turned out in the pleni- 
tude of power, treaſures, and royal favour, by 


that Providence he was wont to deride. Whe- 


ther he will fit eafy in the H— of P— I 
do not know. But now is the time for good 
men to pray that God would inſpire our coun- 
ſellors, and regulate and ſettle our affairs. 
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FROM THE SAME. 


' DEAR DOCTOR, Bloomſbury, Feb. 18, 1743. 


Had ſome time ago a very obliging letter from 


you, and a very reſpectful one from that 
of me than I deſerve. I ſet the opinion and 
complaiſance I meet with from you, and him, 


and Mr. Jackſon, and the little et cetera of ſuch 


friends, againſt the ill-nature and ingratitude 1 
meet with from others, and ſo the account ba- 
lances very well, or perhaps comes out in my 
favour. So great and viſible is the reality, equi- 
ty, and wiſdom of Providence, in its conduct 
towards mankind in general, as well as good per- 
ſons in particular, as to their reſpective ſhare of 
good and evil in this world. I ſometimes think, 
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people cenſure Providence where, if they knew 
all, they would applaud it, and not fancy that 
a blemiſh in its conduct which is really a beauty. 
And this leads me to obſerve what I often 
think of with great delight, viz. © that Provi- 
dence ſecretly influences all events, and certainly 
ſecures its own end without interrupting the 
eſtabliſhed order of things, and leaving every 
agent to proceed according to its reſpective na- 

e.” .And I ſhould think that man no more 
unreaſonable, who ſhould ſay, „he would not 
believe a watch went, unleſs he ſaw the ipring, 
or that a ſhip was ſteered, unleſs he ſaw the 
man at the helm, or that a picture was drawn 
by ſuch an artiſt, unleſs he ſaw the hand at 
work, or the pencil that laid on the colours; 
than him, who ſhould diſbelieve or depreciate 
Providence, becauſe it ſeldom interrupted the 
courſe of things originally ſettled by the Creator.” 
But whither am I going? I am writing an eſſay 
inſtead of a letter. How natural is it to diſcourſe 
on a ſubject which has lately employed one's 
thoughts? The doctrine of Providence has been 


lately confidered in my pulpit, and with ſome 
bother ſubjects, might be made more publick, 


had J leiſure, inclination, and health. But how 
that will be, muſt be left to the great diſpa- 
ſer- of- all things. 

I hope you are proceeding upon that favourite 
ſubject, the New Teſtament, which I ſhall be 
glad to read, while I have the poſſeſſion of my- 


ſelf, and before the powers of nature too much 


decline. 
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decline. We are greatly obliged to all good 
men who give us more light into the ſcriptures. 
Happy are. we, who can drink at thoſe ſacred 
fountains of truth and righteouſneſs ! It is among 
the evidences of the divine original of the goſ- 
pel, that good people grow more and more fond 
of it, as they arrive nearer to heaven. May 
| you be happy in farther opening and illuſtrat- 
ing the oracles of God, and be inſtrumental in 
inſtructing many for ſacred ſervice, who ſhall 
be workmen that need not be aſhamed, right- 
ly dividing the word of truth.” 

I hope you enjoy much health, and the uſual 
flow of ſpirits, of which you make fo good a 
uſe, I have had but a bad winter in town. An 
ill cold ſeized me two months ago, and has con- 
tinued with me in ſome ſhape or other ever 
ſince, nor is Mrs. Barker ſo well as uſual. But, 
I thank God, I have been kept out of the * 
pit only one Lord's day. 

Lou will excuſe this long letter 1 N nay, 
expect from your complaiſance, even to be thank- 
ed for it. I wiſh it may be an amuſement to 
you after the ſervice of the Sabbath; nothing 


pleaſes me more than to refreſh a friend who 


is weary; ſo have you often been in the ſer- 


vice of the beſt maſter, whoſe rewards are am- 


ple, ſure, and near. Our brethren, Wright and 
Bradbury, are in a very dangerous declining ſtate. 
May they enjoy the conſolations now which they 
have ſometimes adminiſtered to others .in like 
circumſtances; and may we all give diligence, 
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8 LETTERS TO AND FROM 
that we may be found of our Maſter in peace. 
Our love and good wifhes attend you, Mrs, 
Doddridge, and all your family and friends, and 
Yours with great truth 
and affection, 
J. BARK ER. 


— OC CSIR 
LETTER XXV. 
FRom THE SAME; 


DEAR DOCFOR, Epſom, Nov: 4, 1743. 
Had the favour and pleafure of yours of the 
i of this month, for which I return you 
my hearty thanks. I ami ſure you need make 
no apology for not writing to me, for as I do 
not deſerve it, ſo in the multiplicfty of your 
buſineſs and affairs, I do not expect it; I would, 
if it were in my power, abate your fatigue and 
lefſen your cares, but never increaſe your hurry, 
or add weight to the burden already heavy 

enough for your ſhoulders: | 75 
Yout Hoſpital- Sermon“ came to me with your 
letter yeſterday, which 1 read with pleaſure. You 
have done juſtite to the cauſe, and I hope it 
will be read by all the county, and have a 
| much 


In the year 1743, 4 county-Hoſpital was erected in 


Northampton, owing in a great meaſure to the active 
ven 
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much more extenſive effect than upon a con- 
gregation of proteſtant diſſenters, or the whole 
body either, who are by no means backward to 
any real, eſpecially any conſiderable eharity, as 
our rich and potent brethren of the eftabliſh- 
ment well know. 

F am glad to hear your Poetry will be ad- 
mitted into the royal houſe. May it do as 
much good there as m cottages. Every attempt 
towards the religious education of children is a 


publick ſervice, and humanity and the love of 
our 


zeal of Doctor James Stonhouſe,“ then an eminent phy- 
fician in that town. *©* Dr. Doddridge not only contri- 
bated generouſly to it himſelf, but ſpent much time in 
ripening that excellent deſign, He preached and printed 
a ſermon in favour of it, in which he pleads its cauſe 


with forcible and inſinuating arguments. He often re- 


fleted, with great ſatisfaction, on the pains he had taken 
to eftabliſh this charity, and the good effects he had 
ſeen of it; in telieving ſo many, who are the worthieſt 
objects of charity, and promoting a facial and catholic 
ſpirit among perſons of different parties and perſuaſions, 
by their union in carrying on a benevolent deſign. It 
gave bim particular pleaſure to reflect, that the ſouls of 
the patients might be inſtruted, awakened, and improved 
by the religious advantages with which they were fa- 
voured in the Hoſpital, while the care of their bodily 
diſorders was proceeding.” Life, p. 178. 


* Now Rector of Great and Little Cheverel, Wilts ; the author of 
ſeveral uſeful treatifes, and particularly of a tract, entitled, Friendly 
Advice to a Patient, written by its pious author for the uſe of the 
Northampton Infirmaryz and which is well calculated to afford ſuit- 
able inſtruction and conſolation ro fick perſons in general. The 
publiſher of theſe Letters was, during ſeveral years, a witneſs of 
Dr. Stonhouſe's benevolence and zeal, towards the bodies and the 
ſouls of his pariſhioners. 
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our country oblige all of us to acknowledge the 
benefit. 

I am much pleaſed the Biſhop of Oxford“ 
ſhews ſo much concern for the intereſt of reli- 
gion; and not a little, that he thinks the diſ- 
ſenters, bad as the times are, have done any 
fervice againſt infidelity. The thanks he gives 
you in particular, you well deſerve, and it in- 
creaſes my pleaſure, to ſee your reputation in- 
creaſe, I hope the Biſhop knows how you are 
now employed, and will, I dare ſay, read the 

ormance in hand with great ſatisfaction. Se- 
rious minds feel the benefit of ſerious things, 
let them come from what quarter they will ; and 
as J hear that good man has a ſtrong ſenſe of the 
excellency and importance of chriſtianity, I do 
not wonder he is in love with thoſe who be- 
lieve, defend, and adorn it. | 

I heartily ſympathize with you in the cares 
and troubles you expreſs in the latter part of 
your letter. The death of ſome pious uſeful 
young miniſters, is a dark and an afflictive Pro- 
vidence ; and the deviation of others is grievous 
and perplexing. But let not your heart be trou- 
bled. The cauſe in which we are engaged is a 
glorious one. If we labour to promote it with 
fincerity and diligence, we are accepted of God. 
The record we have. within and 'on high, ſhould 
keep our hearts from the wounds of ſorrow, 
The .pains you take for planting and watering 

the 


* Dr. Secker.. 
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the church are not in vain. You do a great 
deal of good, though not all you wiſh. It is 
not in our power to ſecure events or command 
ſucceſs. All the intereſt I have on earth, I join 
with you and other good men in promoting 
our common chriſtianity, and all I have in hea- 
ven. Oh, that it were more! is it any? Lord, 
increaſe our faith 
I rejoice in your and Mrs. Doddridge's health. 
1 wiſh you a growing reputation, continued uſe- 
fulneſs, and laſting comfort: Mrs. Barker joins 
with me in all proper affectionate reſpects, and 
J am, | 
| Rev. and dear Sir, 
Your friend and brother, 

J. BARKER. 
* paid your compliments to Mr. Valentine, 
who is, as I am, greatly pleaſed with your Ser- 
mon, and delighted with your dedication of it 
to Lord Halifax. 


Sef® r e 
FROM THE SAME. 


DEAR SIR, Ruſſel-Street, May 24, 1744+ 
Read over your letter with a good deal of 
concern, and think very often with wonder 
how many things you do with marvellous dif- 


patch, 
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patch, and how many ſufferings you undergo 
with exemplary patience. | 

The fubject of Providence is a large and no- 
ble field of meditation. I have lately taken a 
few turns in it; which has inſpired me with an 
ambition to attempt fome account of it; but at 
the ſame time made me almoſt afraid to med- 
dle with it, on account of its infinite variety 
and boundleſs extent. But I hope to talk with 
you ere it be long, upon this, and many other 
things. I ſhall quite leave Epſom at Midſum- 
mer, and believe you will ſind me here, when 
you come to London. I have neither houſe nor 
lodgings at Walthamſtow, and am without any 
preſent expectation of being there; but Ruſſel- 
Street is a pleaſant place, and will be more ſo 
when I ſee you there, and I reckon upon your 
ſpending a few days with me before you leave 
London. 

I am glad you are proceeding. in your Ex- 
poſition. It is a work of great conſequence. 1 
am ſorry you meet with ſo many unavoidable 
interruptions in it. I ftand amazed to think, 
how you get time for half you do; and pray God 
to aſſiſt and encourage you, and give you abun- 
dant ſucceſs. If it be the leaſt encouragement 
to you under your fatigue, difappointments, ill- 
uſage, or vexations on any account, that my 
heart is as full of affection and good wiſhes to 
you as ever, take it and make the moſt of it. 

I wiſh for the fight of you, and your peace- 
able impriſonment within. theſe walls, during a 

part 
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part of your enſuing vacation; till reſt, idleneſs, 


and luxury (to all which you are ſo much a 
ranger) have recruited your ſpirits. 
We all join in ſervices and prayers for your 
health and ſucceſs. 1 am, 
Moſt cordially yours, 
J. BarKER. 


r 
From THE SAME. 


DEAR SIR, Epſom, June 13, 1744; 
Will and require, by theſe preſents, and by 
the power you have veſted 'in me, and all 
other powers I have, or may have, that you 
preach for me at Salter's-Hall, July the 22d, 
in the morning. If I ſhould add, and no where 


elſe that day, I might as well keep my breath | 


to cool my porridge. 

I have fixed upon ſome ſermons to wt 
one volume, if God give life and leiſure .to do 
him ſervice, and to oblige my friends. Thoſe 
on Providence are among them, but I have not 
ſet eyes on them many months; however I aim 
at more leiſure very ſoon. If you favour me 
with your company at Ruſſel-Street, I will give 
you the reading of one of the laſt ſermons 1 
made. Heb. xi. 5. © For before his tranſlation 
he had this teſtimony, that he pleaſed God ;” 
which 
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which whoever does, may ſet his heart at reſt, 
whether he pleaſes men or no ; whether he pleaſes 
his friends or no; nay, if he diſpleaſe them he 
wiſhed to pleaſe, and do it in the very points 
wherein he hoped and expected moſt of all to 
pleaſe them. The longer you live, the more you 
will know that there is but little candour and 
benevolence in the world; and not ſo much 
truth and juſtice by far as there ſhould be; no 
not among chriſtians, miniſters, members of 
churches. Some have ſaid of the people of New 
England, they were very godly, it was pity 
they were not honeſt, 

I have been long learning to do right things, 
becauſe they are right, and it becomes me to 
do them; nor will I be hindered, either by in- 
gratitude or abuſe. You only have neighbour's 
fare when you meet with reflection or neglect. 
When you have had more of them, they will 
hurt you leſs. Conſciouſneſs of a governing care 
to pleaſe God, gives a man a ſolid, rational, 
durable delight, not to be loſt or altered; 
whereas, that of popularity and applauſe, is only 
like the pleaſure of being ſcratched in a place 
that itches, which, ſhort as it is, is mixed with 
ſmart, and it is well if it be not followed with 
a ſore. © | 

But with what face can I ſet myſelf down 
and write ſuch a long letter, to a man of fo 
much buſineſs ? My anſwer is, I interrupt him 
for a quarter of an hour to try to refreſh him 

after a fatigue, eaſe him of a burden, and drop 
| oil 
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oil into a wound which has been waſhed with 
vinegar. Well now; dear Sir, return to your 
books and buſineſs, indulge an eaſy ſmile ; let 
miſtake obtain your pity; but upon ill- nature 
look with' a cool contempt. 

I am much obliged to you for your good 
wiſhes to me and Mrs. Barker. I hope you 
will be a witneſs to our happineſs at Ruſſel- 
Street; where we will open our doors to you, 
ſpread a decent table, invite chearfulneſs to 
be a gueſt, and ſhut out ſuſpicion, ill-nature, 
envy, and evil ſurmifing, with all the reſt of 
that dirty, low-bred, ſcowling tribe. That no- 
thing may vex you and hinder your uſefulneſs, 
or leſſen your quantity of ſpirits, is the earneſt 
defire 'of : 
Your, affectionate 

and unalterable friend, 
J. Barker, 


LETTER EV 


FRO THE SAME. 


DEAR SIR, Bloomſbury, OR. 9, 1744 

Now return you my hearty thanks for your 

company in London. I aſſure you, the plea- 

ſure you gave me at Ruſſel-Street, was equal 

to what you received, I am very glad to hear 

of your ſafety, health, and good ſpirits, and 
| beſeech 
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beſeech God to prolong your life, and continue 
your uſefulneſs. 

Ihe reſpect you meet with from men of emi- 
nence, learning, and candour, in the eſtabliſh- 
ment pleaſes me much, but does not ſurpriſe 
mee at all. Oh, how do I wiſh, for the fake of 
our common chriſtianity, for the breaking down 
of the wall of ſeparation between our brethren 
af the church of England and us. The diſ- 
ſenting intereſt is not like itſelf: I hardly know 
it. It uſed to be famous for faith, holineſs, and 
love. I knew the time when I had no doubt, 
into Whatever place of worſhip I went 
diflenters, hut that my heart would be warmed 
and comforted, and my edification promoted. 
Now I hear prayers and ſermons, which I nei- 
ther reliſh nor underſtand. Evangelical truth and 
duty are quite old faſhioned things. Many pul- 
its are not ſo much as chaſte. One's ears are 
ſo dinned with reaſon, the great law of reaſon, 
and the eternal law. of reaſon, that it is enough 
to put one out of conceit with the chief ex- 
cellency of our nature, becauſe it is idolized, 
and even deified. How prone are men to ex- 
tremes! What a pity it is, that when people 
emerge out of an ancient miſtake, they ſeldom 
know where to ſtop. Oh, for the purity of our 
fountains, the wiſdom and diligence of our tu- 
tors, the humility, piety, and nen of 
our youth! 

Sinee I ſaw you I have been at Tunbridge- 


Wells, and hope have got good by thoſe waters. 
I ſpend 
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I ſpend this winter in town; and, if it pleaſe 
God, ſhall write out the ſermons I have on my 


hands; but as my ſhadow grows long, my mo- 


tion is flow. You are happy in diſpatch as well 
as ability. Go on, dear fir, and proſper; and 
let us who are going off, rejoice that we leave 
ſome men of diligence, faithfulneſs, and zeal for 
the chriſtian revelation and the glory of its au- 
thor behind us. Mrs. Barker joins in ſervice 
to Mrs. Doddridge and yourſelf, with 
Your affectionate 
and obliged friend, 
J. BARKER» 


— 


— 


rn N. ©; RE 
Fou THE SAME» 


REV. AND DEAR SIR, | June 17, 1745» 
Write this, not to engage your -attention at 


all, but only to aſſure you of the ſhare 1 


have in the weight of your afflition, and the 
part I bear in the joy which your recovery gives 
to your numerous acquaintance, as well as your 
particular friends. Bleſſed be God! this fickneſa 
hath not been unto death. I doubt not it will 
be to his glory. The love of God, which ſup- 
ported your ſpirit, and the comfortable experi- 
ence you had of it in the day of trouble and 
time of need, does my heart good; I hear it 
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with delight. This it is to be fervent in ſpirit, 
ſerving the Lord, to be ſo doing, to be in 
the poſture: of a ſervant waiting for his Lord, 
to give diligence, that we may be found of him 
in peace. I hope, my dear brother, this 1s only 
a divine repaſt, to prepare and ſtrengthen you 
for farther ſervice. I congratulate you on the 
joys of faith, and the conſolations of God, which 
are neither few nor ſmall; and I congratulate 
the church and the world, as well as myſelf 
and the reſt of my friends, on your recovery. 

I wiſh you would not make ſo free with 
your conſtitution. You really do what you ought 
not. You have not ſo much mercy. on your 
body as on your beaſt. May not a man be in- 
temperate in labour, as well as in liquor ? Pray 
let your friends hear of your moderation. Be- 
gin to take upon you a little; and put on the 
gravity of a doctor now, inſtead of the ſpright- 
lineſs of a young divine. Do not engage in 
too many things. A gentleman, whoſe judgment 
you value, told me he wanted very much to 
| ſee an expoſition of yours upon the Romans; 
and I added, upon the Galatians too, which is 
near akin to it; but we muſt live upon hopes 
till he will contract his views, and ſpare him- 
ſelf. The fame perſon defired me to order 
Waugh to ſend him fifty of your Riſe and 
Progreſs of Religion. But when I called upon 
him, he told me he had not ſo many left. 
Waugh is now. printing a book for Mr. John 
Maſon, called Se/f-Knowledge, which will pleaſe 

| 1 you 
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you and profit your pupils, and go I hope into 


um hands. | 

I had a very chearful, comfortable letter from 
my mother, by the fame poſt which brought 
yours. 

Mrs. Barker looks over my ſhoulder, and 
ſays, Well now that 1s very good in you to 
write to good Dr. Doddridge ſo ſoon. Pray 
believe us when we aſſure you, our hearts feel 
a real joy to be informed that our friendſhip 
gives you pleaſure. She unites with me in fer- 
vices to you and your family.” I am, 

Yours, as much as your heart can wiſh, 
J. BARKER, 

I have juſt d to the ſecond of Philip- 

pians, and pauſed a while on the 27th verſe. 


mana. nd 


L ET T EIA TA.. 
FROM THE SAB. 


REV. AND DEAR SIR, Dec. 21, $745» 
OUR affection for me I no more doubt, 
than of my own friendſhip, and eſteem 

for you, and it is long ſince I promiſed never 
to expect any letters from you, nor to take 
it amiſs if I had none, knowing the vaſt load 
of buſineſs you have upon your hands, and 
how much better you are employed than in 
writing letters to your friends. That I love 
H 2 to 
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to ſee a letter from you now and then is un- 
deniable; and that you love your friends, and 
love to tell them fo, is eaſily to be inferred 
from the benevolence of your nature and the 
overflowing tenderneſs of your heart; ſo that 
you will never ſuffer any blame from me, what- 
ever date my Jaſt unanſwered letter may happen 

to bear. 
But pleafant as your letters are, your writ- 
are more inſtructive and entertaining than 
they. I thank you for your fine Sermon on the 
lamentable death of that gallant chriſtian as well 
as foldier, Colonel Gardiner. I believe every 
body will allow it to be a fine diſcourſe, and 
grant that your affection has not tranſpotted 
you beyond the bounds of decency and prudence. 
His death and the others you mention are heavy 
afflictions. But this is the fruit of living, this 
comes of continuing to ſojourn in this dying 
world. If febels and invaders ſucceed, we ſhall 
not preach many more funeral-ſermons. Their 
ſword will be as fatal as a locquabar-ax, or a 
Smithfield-faggot. But what great matter is it 
by what diſeaſe or diſaſter a good man is re- 
leafed from labour and forrow, or in what man- 
ner he is cartied home. To be fond of life, 
and full of the world, and minding the things 
of the fleſh, is leſs manly than graſping at a 
ſhadow; reaſon and experience teach us, that 
theſe things will no more yield ſubſtantial hap- 
pineſs to an immortal ſpirit, than the picture of 
fcod will ſatisfy our bodily hunger, or the ſound 
of 
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of water quench our thirſt: but to believe and 


live for eternity, to be upon good terms with 
God, to be ſteady and regular in our chriſtian 
profeſſion, eaſy and lively in our devotion, to be 
tolerably free from unequal burdens and diftra&- 
ing cares, chearful in our work, patient in our 


trials, and abſolutely ſubje& to the all-glorious - 


author, lord, and life of the whole creation; to 
be compoſed when others are perplexed and 
ruffled; daily bleſſing God, and daily bleſſed 
by him; eaſy in life, calm in the expectation 
and approach of death, and happy in the hope 
and expectation of heaven — this is the true chriſ- 
tian conſolation, and ſhews the religion of our 
divine Maſter to ſome conſiderable advantage. 
And what is death to ſuch a man, but a re- 
leaſe, a favour, a ſpeedy conveyance to the full 
poſſeſſion of all his hopes and joys? Thus, 
Doddridge, is it with that pious, devout, dutiful, 
laborious, benevolent ſpirit of thine: while mine, 
unleſs I increaſe my diligence and ſpeed by ſuch 
books and example as yours, and God be more 
merciful to me than I deſerve, will be like an 
ill-favoured plant, languiſhing, fruitleſs, and ready 
to wither; or at beſt, not like a tree planted 
by a river of water, lively, flouriſhing and fruit- 
ful. 

I muſt not forget to thank you alſo, dear fir, 

for your clurge* which I had with Mr. Froſt's 
H 3 ſermon 


6 * Delivered at the ordination of the Rev. Mr. Abra- 
ham Tozer, who had been one of the Doctor's pupils. 
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ſermon, both which 1 8. I hope, with plea- 
ſure and profit. 

The faſt-day was well el in and about 
this city. Our troubles make good people bet- 
ter, but whether they only fright bad people 
and do not change them, I am not certain; I 
am afraid, only the former. 

As to the ordination-ſermon and charge you 
ſpeak of, I have nothing to ſay but as follows: 
the charge given to Mr, Farmer does not 
exiſt. - The journey you propoſe cannot be ta- 
ken without leave of the higher Powers. I 
keep no- chair, having given it away to a gouty 
old gentleman who is my younger brother. 

We have a great deal of good ſhip-news of 
late, and ſome this day, and many expect the 
Duke will overtake the rebels, if he has not 
done it already. 

People are in high ſpirits here; ; the rebels, 
and the confederate invaders, are held in great 


_ abhorrence, Wiſe men think they will decline 


the attempt, or that it will be fatal to them 
that make it; and indeed I think the ſame. Our 
enemies are not likely to invade us twice. 

J hope, if God ſpare our lives, we ſhall have 
more of your company the next viſit you make 
to London. Mrs. Barker joins in affectionate 
ſervices to you and Mrs. Doddridge, with Mr. 


and Mrs. Raymond and myſelf. 


VMr. Farmer is recovering from a bad fever. 
Our hours and days of prayer are very well 


attended, 
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attended, and I hope God's people gain upon 
his gracious heart. I am, 
Dear Sir, 
Yours with great eſteem 
and affection, 
J. BARK ER. 


\ 


L MET TER AIEXS 
FRoM THE SAME. 


Walthamſtow, April 26, 1746» 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 4 | 
OUR letter of the '22d I have read over 
with a truly ſympathizing heart. I know 
how nearly ſuch a ſtroke as this muſt affect you, 
and how deep a wound it' muſt make in your 
tender ſpirit. I am ſorry for it, and the more, 
becauſe I find by your poſtſcript, you have now 
ſorrow upon ſorrow. May he who comforteth 
thoſe who are caſt down, comfort you, and may 
the preſent publick joy at leaſt alleviate - your 
perſonal and family afflictions.“ 


As to the youth you mention, if it be — 


he may be reclaimed, as his father was; but 
whoever he be, and whatever his danger, it ſhould 
not be ſuffered to diſtreſs you, either ſo as to 
H 4 interrupt 

On account of Mrs, Doddridge's illneſs, diſappoint- 


ments in his academy, and ill uſage from ſome of his 
brethren. 
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interrupt your communion with God, or fo as 


to deprive more deſerving youths of your con- 


verſation and inſtruction, or your friends of your 
ſmiles, or the world and church of your pains 
and prayers. 

As to the miniſters in London who uſe you 
ill, I know them not, and I hardly wiſh to know 
them, leſt it ſhould kindle ſome refentment in 
me, and even raiſe it into indignation. I wiſh 
you do not upon occaſions give trouble to 
yourſelf by too great a complaiſance. Some 
tempers are ſo bad, that rongher uſage would 


be better than your benevolence will ſuffer you 


to give them. It is hardly ſafe to paſs ſentence 
upon only hearing a hint on one fide; and yet 
I am ſtrongly tempted to pronounce, that the 
brethren who uſe Dr. Doddridge ill, add cru- 


chty to injuſtice; and the beſt thing I can wiſh 


them is a deep and bitter repentance. But 1 
wifh you a firmneſs of mind out of their power 
to ſhake, a ſovereign contempt of unjuſt and ill- 
matured men, and a generous chriftian compaſſion 
towards thoſe four creatures, which will make 
you. ſmile at the ill manners which ſhould make 
them bluſh and tremble. 

I heard by Mir. Neal, that you were thought 
we for Dr. Wright's ſucceflor.. It is a congre- 
gation of importance in London, and I cannot 
day but I am very ſolicitous about a ſuitable mi- 
miſter for it. 1 hope Providence will direct their 
choice. 

Dr. 
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Dr. — is to be choſen Lecturer at —, on 
Tueſday next, in the place of —, more for 
peace ſake, and to pleaſe —, the treaſurer of 
the lecture, than from a prevailing inclination 
of the ſubſcribers. The Dr. is forward, not 
popular; and aſſumes the airs and expectations 


of a great man, without the talents of ſuch an 


one, and ſeems not ſufficiently to know, that 
he is only a rich and a fat man, —only an honeſt 
man who means to do good. 

Thus, dear fir, you ſee I am trying to divert 
your thoughts, and making an attempt to draw 
them off from a ſubject that is very likely too 
deeply to engage them. You ſay, trouble not 
yourſelf to write to me.” What, when you faid 


juſt before, you fear I can hardly read what 


you can ſcarcely ſee to write, i. e. your eyes are 
fore with weeping. And can a friend deſerve that 
name and not endeavour to dry up your tears — 
not try to eaſe your ſmarting eyes, not offer a 
mollifying ointment ? Turn your thoughts, .dear 


fir, to God, your father and her's whoſe life 


is in jeopardy ; to Jeſus Chriſt, her ſaviour and 
yours; and remember his bleeding compaſſions, 
dying love, perfect example, precious promiſes, 
entrance into heaven, and interceſſion for us 
there. Think of the fulneſs of grace he has to 
communicate to all his ſervants, friends, and 
members. Reflect on the relation ſhe and you 
have to that world into which the righteous 
enter, as ſoon as they have their heavenly fa- 
ther's leave. Think of the ſerious hours you 

have 
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have had together with the view of parting, if 
God ſo appoint and require; of the fincerity 
and ſolemnity with which you have left your- 
felves and one another, and all your intereſts, 


mortal and immortal to him; and of the hopes 


you have of meeting again, and enjoying one 
another, in a far different manner from what 
this poor world can admit; and which, when it 
happens, will make the duration of our preſent 
enjoyment of one another a matter of no con- 
fequence at all. Think again of what you have 
{aid to others in like circumſtances, and what 
you would ſay to me were I now in your cir- 
cumſtances; of what you have felt and taſted, 
and I truſt will always do, in every day of 


trouble and time of need. In a word, turn 
your thoughts, my dear brother, to every thing 


that will conftrain you to beheve the will of 
God to be wiſe in all its determinations, infi- 
nitely wiſe; to be approved therefore, as well 
as ſubmitted to. I know you will not dare to 
ſay, Lord, is it fit, that ſuch a weight of 
affliction ſhould fall to my ſhare; that I ſhould 
bear this loſs, that diſappointment; ſo much un- 
deſerved reproach, unjuſt cenſure, barbarous in- 
gratitude, &c. &c.? But whither is my pen go- 
ing? My dear friend, neither Mrs. Barker nor 
J are well, but J hope we are growing better. 
Pray let me hear from you again very ſoon. 
A few comfortable lines will chear my heart. 


Be aſſured we pray for you, and hope to re- 


joice 
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joice with you, at leaſt in yonder world of glory 
and praiſe, unfading glory and never-ending 
praiſe. I am, 
Dear Sir, 
Your faithful and truly affectionate 
friend, brother, and ſervant, 
J. BARKER. 


IN T XKELKW- 
FROM THE SAME. 


REV. AND DEAR SIR, April 11, 1747. 

HIS comes to ſalute you from Waltham- 

ſtow, where Mrs. Barker and I arrived 

laſt night. We have had but an uncomforta- 

ble winter, but now, through the goodneſs of 

Providence, we are got hither, and hope for a 
more- comfortable ſummer receſs. 

I am defirous of knowing how you do, and 
hearing how you go on, that I may rejoice in 
your- uſefulneſs and happineſs. We here, . being 
apt (ſome of us at leaſt) to think ourſelves 
great men, meet with rubs and mortifications 
which ought to do us good. There is a charge 
laid againſt me of not being ſubmiſſive enough 


to —. For which I am kept out of a truſt, 


in which by Mr. —'s death he preſides. This 
has afflicted my old friend Dr. Groſvenor, who 
is one of the three ſurviving truſtees, and who 

nominated 
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- nominated me; but being oppoſed by — and 
dropped by Dr. —, is at length forced to give 
me up. And thus I am kept out of a ſer- 
vice in which I ſhould have had my labour for 
my pains. The circumſtances attending this 
affair are very diſhonourable, both to — and 
— but the age, weakneſs, and low ſpirits of 
my friend Groſvenor, have perſuaded me to 
. Chooſe that he ſhould give it up. Thus, dear 
fir, you ſee that you are not the only man 
who meets with unkind treatment only for be- 
ing uſeful and doing your duty. - 

I have looked into Mr. Weſt's Book on the 
Reſurrection, and think it a very good per- 
formance. What you tell me of converfions from 
infidelity to the ſober belief of the chriſtian ge- 
ligion, cauſes much joy to ſpring up in my 
heart; and the joy riſes the higher for your 
being an inftrument tn the hand of God of do- 
ing that work. May farther ſucceſs attend your 
defirable labours, inereaſe your conſolation in 
Chriſt, and prepare the way for the higher re- 
wards of that glorious world, the loweſt of which 
will infiritely exceed our imperfect ſervices * 
love and duty. 

The behaviour of — towards Dr. Watts, is | 
furprifing and wicked. But Lady Abney with 
inimitable ſteadineſs and prudence keeps her friend 
in peaceful ignorance, and his enemies at a be- 
coming diſtance. So that in the midſt of this 
eruel perſecution of that excellent man, he lives 
comfortably ; and when a friend afks him how 
he 
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he does, he anſwers, © waiting God's leave to 
die.” Buckland has ſent me Dr. Watts's Evan- 
gelical Diſcourſes, but I have not ſince had 
time to read them. | 

I have received lately from my friend Mr. 
Maſon, a very kind offer to tranſcribe ſome of 
thoſe ſermons I intend for the preſs, which I 
have accepted; and now perhaps they may be 
publiſhed in my life time; but till now there 
was very little danger of my hearing any of the 


cenſures of the ill-natured, or praiſes (if that 


could poſlibly happen) of the candid and friendly, 
concerning them. 

As to political news, I know nothing but what 
is obvious; that is, a fierce, expenſive, cruel 
war and heavy taxes. An oppoſition is obſerv- 
ed ſuddenly to ſpring up in the Houſe of Com- 
mons; ſuppoſed to be occaſioned by a differ- 
ence between the King and the Prince of Wales, 
which n 
dinary affair. 

Mr. Jackſon relates ſome paſſages ee 
letter to him, which to me are very delightful. 


I thank God for your uſefulneſs, and the ſuc- 


ceſs of your miniſtry. Take the comfort of 
it, dear fir, and aſcribe the honour of it to 
him, whom you ſerve with your ſpirit in the 


goſpel of his Son. May the Lord of the vine. 


yard bleſs your planting and pruning. May you 
have the honour of bringing. up plants of righte- 
ouſneſs and of renown; and may none of the 
tender and promifing ones be either deſtroyed 
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by killing winds, or oppreſſed with weeds and 


brambles! and may you be fatisfied with long 


life, and your ſoul with divine conſolation 1 
y! 
= hope to ſee you here the enſuing (kicker, 
for a longer time than laſt, or elſe it will afflict, 
I an not, cannot ſay offend, 
Your faithful, obliged, 
and moſt affectionate friend, 


A J. Barker: 


EET TER MICE 


From THE SAME. 


Walthamſtow, Nov. 4, 1747. 

Shall not be able to think well of myſelf 
1 again, till I have told you how well I think 
of Colonel Gardiner's Life; I mean, not only as 
it was exemplified by him, but nen by 
you, to the world. 

I own, my dear door, I was not without 
my fears, leſt your love to that excellent per- 
ſon ſhould have overcharged ſome of your pages 
with panegyrick; and the extraordinary manner 
of his converſion have given fome occafion to 
the preſent age to charge him or you with 
enthufiaſm. But in reading the book I was a- 
greeably ſurpriſed and exceedingly pleaſed ; and 


have the ſatisfaction to acquaint you, that 
your friends here are of opinion that you have 
performed what you have undertaken in a moſt 
excellent manner, and that it is ſuited to do a 
great deal of good.“ 

As for the unmanly flirts, and ungenerous re- 
flections of thoſe, who are not worthy to carry 
your books after you, it puts me in mind of 
a dog's barking at the moon, which, after all 
his impotent anger, ſhines, and is ſtill very far 
out of his reach. Happy, my dear friend, are 
you in the divine approbation, in the eſteem of 
the beſt men in and out of the eſtabliſhment; 
the beſt, I ſay, for wiſdom, piety, candour and 
generoſity; and in the excellent uſe you make 
of thoſe admirable talents, and noble ſpirits, with 
which God hath bleſſed you. I moſt heartily 
rejoice in your proſperity, health, and uſefulneſs, 
and commit and commend you to the continual 
care of Providence, and the daily influence of 
that divine ſpirit, who, with the mediation of 
our bleſſed Saviour, is the glory and diſtinction 
of the chriſtian diſpenſation. 

My wife and I are well, through God's -good- 
neſs, and -are diſpoſed to ſpend. our winter here. 
Our friends are in general well. 


My 


* This piece has gone through ſeveral editions; and 
the author had the pleaſure to hear of ſome inſtances, 
in which it had anſwered his deſires and hopes; though 
many thought, and perhaps juſtly, that he too much in- 
dulged the emotions of private friendſhip and affection 
in the compoſition, Doddridge's Life, p. 114. 
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My ſermons are printing off; but when 
ſhall we have your volume on the Acts? 

The King's ſpeech is an excellent one, and 
generally liked. Lord Halifax's upon the mo- 
tion for an addreſs, Mr. Farmer who heard it, 
tells me, was a fine, lively, beautiful one, which 
charmed him much. It is an awful and impor- 
tant conjuncture. The Lord our God interpoſe 
in our favour. Pray commend us in the moſt 
affectionate manner to Mrs. Doddridge and to 
your children. I am, | 

Dear Sir, 


Moſt affectionately yours, 


J. BARKER. 


LETTER XXXIV. 
FROM run SAME, 


MY DEAR FRIEND, Freb. 2, 1748. 
Y concern on account of your indiſpoſi- 
tion increaſes in proportion to your uſe- 

fulneſs, and the fears I have left this ſhould be 

interrupted ; and did I not now and then hear 
of you by Meſſrs. Jackſon and Neal, you would 
be in danger of being oftner interrupted by me 
than you are; neither buſineſs, friends, nor any 
thing, would -make -me eaſy and patient long 
without hearing how you do, and how you go 


on. 
As 
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As for the Comprehenſion* ſo much talked of | 


in town and country, the utmoſt I know of that 
matter is this: Mr. Chandler, while on a viſit 
to his friends at Norwich, happened to hear the 
Biſhop deliver a charge to his clergy, which he 
thought not very candid towards the Diſſenters. 
One expreſſion in it appeared to him invidious, 
which was, „That the leaders of the rebellion 
were preſbyterians, as appeared by the conduct 
of thoſe lords in the tower, who, during their 
| impriſonment there, ſent for preſbyterian con- 
feſſors. Mr. Chandler, on his return to Lon- 
don, wrote a letter to the Biſhop, complaining 
of his charge, and particularly of that expreſſion. 
His letter was written very nandſomely, and it 
brought a very civil, reſpectful anſwer. After 
the Biſhop came to town, Mr. Chandler, at his 
defire, made him a vifit; in which they had 
much diſcourſe; and among other things, there 
Wenn Was 

* See what is ſaid concerning a ſcheme of Compre- 
henſion of the more ſober and pious Diſſenters, in Birch's 


Life of Archbiſhop Tillotſon, pages 42, 164, 167, 209, 


c. — “ Mr. Wharton in his MS. Diary of his own 
Life, mentions a diſcourſe of Dr. William Lloyd, then 
Biſhop of St. Aſaph, afterwards of Worceſter, to him 
on the 25th of June, 1688, four days before the trial 
of the Biſhops. He aid, þ ipſe ſociique epiſcepi, præ- 
ſenti pontificorum rabie erepti, ſuperfuerint, amni modo cura · 
turos, ut eccleſia ſordibus tt carruptelis penitus exyeretur : 
ut ſedtariis reformat: 's reditus in eccleſie ſinum exoptati oc- 
caſio ac ratio concederetur, % qui ſobrii et pii ent ut 
pertinacibus interim Jugum levaretur, extindtis penitus legi- 
bus mulHatoriis : utque cancellariorum, eficialium, et curias 
rum ecclefiaſticaryn_abuſus Junditus tolleretur.” 
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was talk of a Comprehenſion. This viſit was 
followed, at Dr. Gooch's defire, with another, 
when the Biſhop of Saliſbury* was preſent; who 
ſoon diſcovered his ſhrewdneſs, but ſaid, Our 
church, Mr. Chandler, conſiſts of three parts, 
doctrine, diſcipline, and ceremonies. As to the 
laſt, they ſhould be left indifferent, as they are 
agreed on all hands to be. As to the ſecond, 
our diſcipline — — — — And as to the 
firſt, what is your objection ?* Mr. Chandler 
anſwered, < Your articles, my Lord, muſt be 
expreſſed in ſcripture-words; and the -Athanafian 
Creed be diſcarded.” Both the Biſhops anſwered, 
„They wiſhed they were rid of that creed+, 
and had no objection to altering the articles in- 
to ſcripture-words.” *<* But what ſhould we do 
about re-ordination ?? To which Mr. Chandler 
replied, < None of us would renounce his preſ- 
byterian ordination ; but if their lordſhips meant 
only to impoſe their hands on us, and by that 
rite recommend us to publick ſervice in their 


ſociety 
Pr. Sherlock. 


+ Biſhop Sherlock did not at all approve of the Atha- 
naſian Creed. 

Dr. Nicbolli's ſermon, at the Temple; on occaſion of the Biſhop's death, 

As to the Athanaſian Creed, (ſays the preſent learned 
Dean of Gloceſter,) it is really ſuperfluous in our preſent 
ſervice; becauſe the very ſame doctrine is as ſtrongly, 
though not as ſcholaſtically maintained in the Nicene Creed, 
the Litany, and in many other parts of our public offi- 
ces: and as the damnatory clauſes are ſeldom rightly un- 
derſtood, and therefore too liable to to give offence, it were 
to be wiſhed that the whole was omitted, &c. See his 


apology for the preſent church of England, page 58. 
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ſociety or conſtitution, that perhaps might be 
ſubmitted to.” The two Biſhops, at the con- 
clufion of the viſit, requeſted Mr. Chandler to 
wait on the Archbiſhop;* which he did, and 
met the Biſhop of Norwich there by accident. 
The Archbiſhop received him well; and heing 
told by Dr. Gooch, what Mr. Chandler and he 
had been talking on, viz. a Comprehenſion, the 
Archbiſhop ſaid, © A very good thing. He 


wiſhed it with all his heart, and the rather, be- 


cauſe this was a time, which called upon all 
good men to unite againſt infidelity and immo- 
rality, which threatened univerſal ruin; and add- 
ed, he was encouraged to hope from the piety, 
learning, and moderation of many diſſenters, that 
this was a proper time to make the attempt.” 
But, may it pleaſe your grace, ſaid Dr. Gooch, 
Mr. Chandler fays, the articles muſt be altered 
into the words of ſcripture. And why not? 
replied the Archbiſhop. It is the impertinences 
of men, thruſting their own words into articles, 
inſtead of the words of God, which have oc- 
caſioned moſt of the diviſions in the chriſtian 
church, from the beginning to this day.” The 
Archbiſhop added, that the bench of Biſhops 
ſeemed to be of his mind; that he ſhould be 
glad to fee Mr. Chandler again, but was then 
obliged to go to court. | 

I 2 And 

* Dr, Herring, 


+ About this time Archbiſhop Herring wrote a letter 


to Dr, Benſon, an eminent diſſenting divine, thanking 
him 
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And this is all 1 know of this affair. I have 
ſmiled at ſome who ſeem mightily frighted at it; 
who re very angry with Mr. Chandler, and cry 
out, We wo'n't, be comprehended, we wo'n't 
be comprehended.” One would thiak they ima- 
gined, it was like being electrified, or inocu- 
| lated for the ſmall-pox. But. moſt; of theſe 
fault-finders, I. apprehend, are angry with Mr. 
Chandler for an expreſſion he made uſe of in 
his ſecond viſit, when urging the expediency of 
expreſſing the articles in ſcripture-language, he 
ſaid, it was for others, not himſelf, he ſuggeſted 
this, his own conſcience not being diſſatisfied 
with them as they now ſtood, for he freely 
owned | himſelf to be a moderate calviniſt. 

The Sermons I ſend you, I ſay nothing of. 
They are the fruit of ſerious labour; but had 
it not been for the aſſiſtance of friends, they 
could not have been publiſhed now, if ever. 

My late and preſent affliction and trouble by 
my brother's death, having taken up much of 

my 


him for a volume of ſermons which the doctor had pub- 
liſhed ; which, as it ſhews the amiable and candid diſ- 
| poſition of the good Archbiſhop, the following extract 
is taken from it. — I think it happy, that I am called 
up to this high ſtation, at a time, when ſpite, and ran- 
cour, and narrowneſs of ſpirit are out of countenance ; 
when we breathe the benign and comfortable air of li- 
berty and toleration; and the teachers of our common 
religion make it their buſineſs to extend its eſſential in- 
fluence, and join in ſupporting its true intereſt and ho- 
nour. No times ever called more loudly upon proteſ- 
tants for zeal, and unity, and charity. Feb. 2, 1947—8.” 

Letters from Archbiſhop Herring to William Duncombe, Eſq. 
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my time, and filled my mind with ſo much 
perplexity. But I thank God, I am at preſent 
well and eaſy, and deſire to be uſeful, Mrs. 
Barker joins with me in fincere and tender re- 
gards to you and Mrs, Doddridge. My beſt 
wiſhes always attend you. I am 

Moſt affectionately yours, 
J. BAREK ER. 


Lr. 
' From THE SAME, 


REV. AND DEAR SIR, Nov. 19, 1748. 
Am greatly obliged to you for the favoura- 
ble reception which my petitions for the 
neceſſitous and diſtreſſed objects I recommended 
to you, have met with at your hands; and a- 
ſcribe this to your friendſhip to me, as well as 
the civility of your temper, and your habitual 
readineſs to do good. 
The friendly condolence on the death of my 
mother, which fills up a part of your letter ſo 


wiſely and affectionately, is very obliging. I ought 


to rejoice in her happineſs now, who wiſhed and 
promoted it all my life; but I felt the ſhock 
equally to the nearneſs of the relation, and the 
duty and affection of a ſon. She ſuffered a 
good deal fince the midſt of ſummer, but died 
honourably and exemplarily at length, and had 
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the defired happineſs of a flow and eaſy diſſo- 
lution, I mourn not as thoſe who have no 
hope, My deceaſed parent, I believe, ſleeps in 
| Jeſus. But to what defect in grace, or miſcar- 
riage in life, is it owing, that my heart is no 
more warmed, my hopes no more animated, with 
that divine approbation and applauſe, < Well 
done good and faithful ſervant, enter thou into 
the joy of thy Lord?” What joy and harmony 
is there in the ſound! The congratulations of 
angels are as far below this heart-reviving ſen- 
tence, as their natures are inferior to his, from 
whoſe gracious lips it proceeds; and yet who 
feels the inward, rational, experimental comfort 
which this ought to afford to every chriſtian 
heart! Aſſiſt me with your prayers, dear fir, 
that I may feel that in religion, which will 
both ſatisfy me in the diſſolution of fellow- 
chriſtians, and reconcile me to my own. 

The progreſs you make in your Family Ex- 
poſitor is good news to me, and will continue, 
I doubt not, that pleaſure I have lately received 
from a careful reading over your Paraphrafe on 
the Acts. I love to read ſome part of it every 
day, and if I live to the new year, I intend 
to begin your firſt volume again, and to read 
no more at a time than ſhall be a continual 
feaſt to me. | ; 

Mr. Maſon is writing a book upon Num- 


bers; which is new and curious, and the fruit 


only of his leifure hours, in which he propoſes | 
to ſhew us the art of reading poetry and proſe, 


and 
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and reduce the beauty and pleaſure we do, or 
ſhould, ſee and feel in both to rules; I read 
his papers with pleaſure, but have neither lei- 
ſure nor ſpirit now to enter ſo far into the ſub- 


ject, as to give any opinion about his perform- 


ance, 


I cannot conclude my letter till I have re. 


newed my aſſurances of affectionate reſpects to 
Mrs. Doddridge, with congratulations that ſhe 
is ſo happily aſſiſted, during her confinement, by 
her daughter, who labours with ſo much advan- 
tage to ſupply her mother's place. Family- bleſſ- 
ings give us a very ſenſible joy. May you both 
be happy in this reſpec, as well as many others. 
Take your own time to anſwer this, and bring 
no more 'a burden of ſo many letters upon 
your ſhoulders. The Lord increaſe your ſtrength 
in proportion to your work, 2 give you the 
defired ſucceſs. I am 
Yours with the . ſincerity, 
eſteem, and affection, 
I. Barker. 


P. S. His majeſty is - continually expected,“ 
but muſt wait till his ſovereign pleaſes to ſend 


him a wind. | 
The honour Mr. Lyttelton does me makes 


me a little vain, or rather, I hope, thankful to 


that gracious Lord who does me the honour of 
ſervice in the cloſe of life. 


* From Germany, 


I 4 LETTER 
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LETTER XXXVL 
FROM THE SAME. 


REV. AND DEAR SIR, January 7, 1749. 
T* is no ſmall ſatisfaction to me to hear, that 
in any thing I comfort you, who have ſo 
many times, and in ſo many things, inſtructed, 
refreſhed, and comforted me. I know nothing 
in this world more ſuited to teach, conſolate 
and enlarge a pious mind, than your Expoſitor, 
and feel a ſenſible joy at hearing you have com- 
pleated it.“ A noble work, my dear friend, to 
be <* ſqueezed out of a ſtone, or ſpawned by 
an oyſter,” I ſhould much fooner expect to fee 
blood ſqueezed ont of a poſt, or believe the 
miraculous feats of Simeon Stylites. Well! ſinee 
what I ſay has ſuch an effect, as to extort from 


you what 78 can believe, J will have done 
with 


That is, the firſt copy of it. In reflefting upon 
the ſeries of events of the laſt year, (1748) I find great 
reaſon to acknowledge the wonderful goodneſs of God 
to me in various reſpects, as to my perſon, in the con- 
tinuance of my health to ſuch a degree, that ſince this 
day two years, When I began the Family Expoſitor on 
Romans, I have through the divine goodneſs, been 
enabled every day to do ſomething at that great and 
important work; ſo that moſt exactly, according to my 
computation, I finiſhed it laſt night, that is finiſhed the 
ft copy of the tranſlation, paraphraſe, and improve- 
ments, and have proceeded in the notes as far as Ephe- 


ſians.“ 
From Dr. Deddridge : Reflefliens en the opening of the new year, 1749. 
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with my humiliations before. you, and make 
them there, where I am ſure they can never 
be low enough, and who fully knows, that the 
deepeſt that are poſſible are far ſhort of what 
my neglects and miſcarriages deſerve and re- 
quire. But perhaps there is a wiſdom and beauty 
in that part of the conduct of Providence, which 
hides the defects and frailties of good men from 
publick view, and for the ſake of their uſeful- 
neſs, and the general good of mankind, ſhows 
them to the world in the beft light they will 
bear. Be it ſo then; let me appear in any 
light, and to any advantage, that will -moſt ef- 
fectually promote the kingdom of that God, from 
whoſe riches in glory by Chriſt Jeſus I hope for 
mercy, and the intereſt of that great High Prieſt, 
through whoſe ſufferings, righteouſneſs, and in- 
terceſſion, I beg and truſt to obtain forgiveneſs 
and acceptance with God. 
The ſucceſs of your labours, and the ſpread 
of your writings* in this and into far diftant 
countries, 
„particularly the Riſe and Progreſs of Religion in the 
Soul, Which had been trinſlared into French, and had 
met with great encouragement from the Prince and 
Princeſs of Orange, and moſt of the Dutch nobility and 
gentry, — ** This book, ſays Mr. Orton, is a body of 
practical divinity and chriſtian experience; and contains, 
as it were, the ſubſtance of all the author's preaching : 
and, conſidering how comprehenſive it is, there is hardly 
any ſingle treatiſe, which may be more ſerviceable to 
young miniſters and ſtudents, if they would make it fa» 


miliar to their minds, and form their diſcourſes upon 
this 
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countries, my dear friend and fellow-labourer, 
and moſt agreeable companion in the work and 
ſervice of our common Lord, I moſt heartily 
rejoice in, and both intreat and charge you 
to accept the honour done you by your great 
Maſter. Take the comfort of it; ſet it againſt 
all the envious efforts of low and little minds, 
and the feeble darts of ſtraw which they may 
ever ſhoot againſt your perſon and character, 
and uſe it as a viſible encouragement to proceed 
with vigour and reſolution in a cauſe, where 
your ſervice is ſo acceptable and fi ignificant. | 

Had you not diminiſhed yourſelf into any 
thing alive ever ſo little removed from a vege- 
table; I know not whether you had not made 
me vain, when you likened me to Mr. Howe. 
Not for piety, learning, and greatneſs of mind; 
(for they admit no compariſon) but if for his 
manner of preaching only with a more natural 
and eaſy ftyte, what I do will admit any com- 
pariſon at all, then I have not laboured alto- 
gether in vain; that having been the ambition 
and endeavour of a great part of my life. 

I have ſeen Mr. —, who is full of reſpect 
for you, Mrs. Doddridge, and your family, even 

. to 
this model. This book was received with much eſteem, 
by ſeveral perſons of great eminence for rank, learning, 
- and piety, both clergy and laity, in the eſtabliſhed church ; 
and who, in a very reſpectful manner, returned the au- 
thor their thanks. for this attempt to revive religion. A 
perſon of diſtinguiſhed learning and goodneſs always car- 
ried it with him, declaring, that it was every thing on 
the ſubje& of ſerious and practical religion.“ 
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to veneration ; but I have not ſeen your letter 
to —. I hope the young man's mind will 
now be eaſy, and that he may be uſeful. 
I am much diſappointed in Mr. —'s ſermon 
I think, inſtead of taking a moſt noble oppor- 
tunity of doing our mourning hearts good upon 
that ſad occaſion, he has put us off with a 
dry, if not even a doubtful cririciſm, Dr. Grey's 
is a ſurer one, with whom you brought me 
acquainted, and with which, ſo far as my learn- 
ing goes, I am very much pleaſed. The pro- 
priety and ſpirit of your poetical performance 
I can however diſcern and reliſh, and which 1 
read with a juſt degree of that pleaſure which I 
always feel when any thing of yours 'comes in- 
to my hands. 
Mr. — acquainted me with — —'s taking 
his place with you and your church at the Lord's 
table without your knowledge. An action ſome- 
what ſingular, and not quite perhaps orderly. 
| But 


* Yiz. The death of Dr. Watts. 


'+ —© I am pleaſed you approve of the alteration I 

made in your elegant Paraphraſe- upon the laſt words 
of David.“: The Biſhop of Oxford liked the whole, 
but particularly the three firſt ſtanzas of it,” 


Dr. Grey\ ts Dr. Deddridge. 


t See his Hymns, founded on various texts in the Holy Scrip- 
tures, No. cccLxv. | 

§ Fellow of Lincoln College, Oxford; rector of Kilncote in Lei- 
ceſterſhire, and afterwards of Hinton in Northamptonſhire, and a 
prebend of St. Paul's. He publiſhed ſeveral learned and ingenious 
treatiſes, - as the Memoria Technica, and an Engliſh tranſlation of 
Mr. Hawkins Browne's fine poem, De Animi Immortalitate.” He 
died Feb. 28, 1771, in his 78th year. 
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But ſuppoſe he had come into your veſtry, and 

not aſked, but demanded a place at the table 
of our common Lord, upon the foundation of 
our common chriſtianity; I fancy you would 
not have refuſed him. I think in like circum- 
ances I could not have dared to have done it. 
For that table is not mine or yours, or any 
man's, but Chriſt's. 

But now, dear fir, as for you, and my other 
good friends, who fo kindly and piouſly pray 
for me, and the dear partner of my cares and 
joys, I moſt affectionately and gratefully com- 
mend to God, and pray for you all, that he 
would bleſs you with the benefits of Chriſt's re- 
demption, the ſanctifying influences of the di- 
vine ſpirit, a comforting ſenſe of his ſpecial love, 
2 convenient paſſage through the world, a calm 
and -cafy paſſage out of it, the immediate hap- 
pineſs of your departing ſpirits, a bleſſed re- 
a e e apes immortality. I am 

Yours faithfully, 


and moſt affectionately, 


J. Barker. 


LETTER 
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L E TT ER KXXXVIL 
| Fou THE SAME. 


July 4, 1749. 
F- Have ſeveral reaſons for writing ſo ſoon again 
to my dear and reverend friend. The firſt 
of which is perhaps a little felfiſh, and that is 
common and natural, though you know as lit- 
tle of it as you know of any thing; and per- 
mit me to hope, that you will pay the more 
regard to it, as Miſs N—, fo far as her mo- 
deſty would ſuffer her, has with Mr. and Mrs. 
Jackſon, conſented, that it ſhall become a com- 
mon requeſt, viz. that you preach both parts of 
the laſt. Lord's day in this month at Salter's- 
Hall, and fo oblige both the miniſters and all 
the people. If you can do this I hope you will. 
If you cannot, let your engagement ſtand. for 
the morning of the fourth Sunday for me. 
Another reaſon of writing now is to acknow- 
ledge the receipt of your Thankſgiving Sermon ;* 
which without partiality and flattery, 1s an ex- 
cellent . performance, In it you have put-us in 
mind of many things in which we are all deeply 
concerned, without ſaying any thing about the 
peace, which the fubje& would not bear.+ 
A third 
On account of the peace concluded with France and 
Spain, | 
+ See Smollett's continuation of Hume's Hiſtory of 
England, Vol. III. Book III. Chap. I. 
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A third reaſon for writing now is to congra- 

tulate you on your birth-day. What you fay 
of it is hardly civil. Had you faid it to an 
enemy it had been exceptionable, but to a 
friend it is intolerable. What! have you prayed, 
and preached, and written ſo many learned and 
uſeful books, at forty-ſeven years of age, and 
yet call your new birth-day the forty-ſeventh 
year of an unprofitable, and finful life? Give 
me leave, fir, to bleſs God for your life and 
labours; and to tell you, that I know not a 
more profitable or leſs finful life than yours, 
and I pray God to prolong it for his glory and 
the good of his church. 

J have a fourth reaſon for writing now, and 
that is, to defire you would let me know how 
to direct to Mr. Jones, becauſe I 'perceive by 
the hint you. give, it would be agreeable to 
you that I ſhould do it, and that is a ſutf- 
cient reaſon for me. | 

A fifth reaſon for my writing at Ne 45 I 
am at a loſs for, and therefore let it be like 
the toper's fourth for drinking, that is, for any 
other reaſon you pleaſe. 

The work in which you have been employ- 
ed, ſeems heavy after the trial with which you 
were lately exerciſed; but I am glad it carried 
its ſupports with it. It is very affecting to bury 
young and uſeful friends; and the death of 
| ſuch, and the long proſperous life of old fin- 
ners, is a difficulty in Providence, not to be 
fully underſtood in this world. But I know 

you 
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you will veil to infinite wiſdom, allow to God 
ats of ſovereignty, and ſubſcribe to the good- 
neſs as well as to the juſtice of his conduct. 
This he demands of us, and this he deſerves. 
And is there any thing in which we appear to 
ſo much advantage, and are really ſo ornamen- 
tal to religion, and uſeful to all about us, as in 

manifeſting an humble, fiducial ſubmiſſion and 
_ reſignation to God? Do we ever pray ſo well, 
recolle& ourſelves to ſo good purpoſe, aſpire fo 
much after his love and favour? Are we ever 


ſo hearty in religion, ſo careful to cheriſh and 


ſtrengthen our hopes of glory? Are we ever 
ſo filled with wiſdom and goodneſs; fo able, fo 
defirous to admoniſh and comfort others? Are 
our appetites and paſſions ever ſo reſtrained 
and regulated, the pleaſures and poſſeflions of 
this world ſo overlooked, as amidſt ſuch pain- 
ful ſcenes? Oh, Doddridge, how had it been 
with you and me, and other ſervants of God, 
had it not been for afflictions? Had we not 


been ' ſometimes fick, and ſometimes fad; had 


we not attended the chambers of confinement, 
and ſeen the different ends of ſaints and fin- 
ners? But then, it is affliction ſanctified; at- 
| tended and followed with humble, fervent pray- 


er; and prayer attended and followed with a 


ſupply of the ſpirit of Jeſus Chriſt. And Oh, 
let him who has felt the difference, relate what 
both theſe are in the preſence or abſence of the 
divine ſpirit. In the former caſe, it is as when 
one of the ſeraphims flew to the prophet, hav- 

| ing 
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ing a live coal in his hand, which he took 
from the altar; and laid it upon his mouth, 
and ſaid, lo, this hath touched thy lips; and 
thine iniquity is taken away, and thy ſin purged. 
Iſaiah vi. 6, 7. The latter, may you and 1 
never experience 6 
Your friends told me, how happy you made 
them at Northampton; and I do not wonder 
at it, where there is ſo much prudence, bene- 
volence and good taſte as in my friends Doctor 
and Mrs. Doddridge, to whom Mr. and Mrs. 
— wiſh to be as agreeable as they are to us. 
I moſt heartily congratulate you and your 
lady on the joy which flows in your hearts, 
while you behold the piety. and duty of your 
children. But I will detain you no longer from 
your friends and buſineſs, than to Yon, 
that I am 
Moft faithfully 
and affectionately yours, 
J. BARKER. 


P. S. 1 will ſend for you to Walthamſtow 
when it will beſt ſuit your affairs; and it ſhall 
not be my fault, if you. have not the addition 
of Dr. Groſvenor's company while here. 


LETTER 
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LE T T. Z-. i. 
FRou THE SAME. 


Walthamſtow, July 25, 1749» 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 
O U ſhall - be very carefully conveyed to 


Hackney on Auguſt 4th, God willing; 
and on that condition I cloſe with your offer, 


and ſhall expect you here on the 2d, that I 
may be refreſhed with your preſence and com- 
pany. If your letters revive like a cordial, what 
muſt the converſation of ſo valuable a friend do? 
It is inexpreſſible pleaſure | to ſee ſo much of 
God ſtill ſhining in human nature, as appears 
in the piety and benevolence of your heart, It 
charms me to ſee the good you do, and the 
pleaſure, you take in doing it; and the honour 
put upon you by the head of the church, 
whoſe intereſts lie ſo near you. 

And now I cannot forbear to congratulate 
the chriſtian triumvirate“ at Wickham. I . feaſt 
on the happy interview, and enjoy in imagina- 
tion the pleaſures of the viſit. The Lord in- 
creaſe the number of ſuch converts, and enable 
them to repair our breaches, and ſtrengthen the 
foundations of our inſulted religion. But more 
of this when we meet. Shs 

Yours moſt affectionately while I am 
J. BarKER, 


K LETTER 
Probably Mr. Weſt, Mr. Lyttelton, and Dr. Doddridge. 
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TY TER: tx#1x: 
From Tk Saur. 


REV. AND DEAR SIR, Dec. 7, 1747 

J Am not eaſy without knowing ſomewhat of 
1 the ſtate of Your affairs and family, FM 
pecially when you are in any affliction. I heard 
a paragraph read out of one of your letters re- 
lating to your eldeſt daughter, which has afflict- 
ed me much, and T with I may Hear a much 
better account of her as to her Health; and 
the rather, as I hardly can hear a better either 
'of her perſon or character. It is an Honoura- 
ble and happy thing to beget and bring forth 
children for uſefulneſs in this world; but far 
better, for glory and happineſs in that which is 
to come. 18 what is this vain world, this 
ſhadow, this ſpan, this dreatn ! What is this 
life, the hours '6f which paſs on in like man- 

ner as a river flows before our eyes, on the 
motion of which we may look till our heads 
are giddy, but cannot ſtop the ſtream a mo- 
ment. The world, as God's work, is a grand 
and noble effect of infinite wiſdom and power, 
but as uſed and enjoyed by the generality of 
its inhabitants, it is like a fiction or a ** 
one knows not whether to call it a world, 

the faſhion of it, which is continually — 
away. But what then do they owe to God's 

2 T4 3 1 | lia 
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peculiar favour, who have diſcerned this vanity 
in early life, and found the treaſure, and ſeized 
the prize which is the only thing worth ſeeking 
and contending for here! while others much 
more advanced in years, do nothing but pur- 
ſue the empty ſhadows, and- court all the looſe 
and deceitful objects of ſenſe, without either 
fear or ſhame. Commend me to my dear young 
friend, and tell her, I congratulate her choice, 
her affection for religion, and the uſe ſhe has 
made of the inſtructions and example of her 
parents. I pray God, that her indiſpoſition may 
decreaſe, and her love to religion, and hope of 
'falvation may increaſe more and more; and tell 
her, the Lord is faithful, who ſhall eſtabliſh her 
and keep her from evil. 

The health I enjoy ſurpriſes me, it ſeems to 
increaſe with my years. I ride on horſeback this 
winter more than I have done for many win- 
ters, and abating one cold, I know not when I 
Have enjoyed fo much health. Mrs. Barker is 
not ſo happy, but feels much faintueſs and difh- 
culty of breathing, but has lueid and chearful 
intervals. Our little girl I may not improperly 
call the muſick of our family, as ſhe ſung me 
this morning a hymn of Dr. Watts's, ſet to a 
tune of her own making; and when ſhe had 
done, ſaid. Oh, grandpapa, heaven is a fine 
3 place 18 

Our friend — ſeems to be dropſical. Poor 
— is going a pace; who would have been a 
much greater loſs, if he had been more ſtudi- 
3 ous, 
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"ous, diligent and exemplary. The Lord quicken 
me in the laft ſtage of life and ſervice, by 
what I ſee eminent in ſome and blameable in 
others. 
Pray give my moſt hearty ſervice to Mrs. 
Doddridge. I believe you owe a great deal to 
her prudence and tenderneſs ; but I am not ſure 
you have been altogether ſo governable as you 
would ſeem to intimate. The air in which you 
ſpeak of her moſt reaſonable and neceſſary au- 
thority leads me to think you either retain your 
ſovereignty, or fancy you do, or have parted 
with it very unwillingly. But pray, dear doc- 
tor, refign, and let her govern in a point which 
ſhe underſtands and you do not. Beſides, ſhe 
values your health, and knows very well, the 
' pulpit, and pupils, and family expoſitor depend 
upon it, as well as your own family and friends; 
and ſhe has undeniable evidence to produce a- 
gainſt you, that in many inſtances you pay lit- 
tile or no regard to it, and have often uſed it 
"as if it were not worth a pipe of tobacco. 
If you knew how fond I am of your Expo- 
ſitor; how I go over and over again with it; 
eke it out; and how diſappointed I appear when 
I come to the end of the Acts, that I fee no- 
thing yet upon the Epiſtles, you would pity 
me: but I thank you, that you do more than 
pity me; you comfort me with your laſt ac- 
count -of your progreſs in that work ; which I 
moſt heartily- wiſh you may continue to ſee in 
that 
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that ſuperiority of light to the reſt of your ſer- 
vices and labours, as to keep it in the ſpeedieſt 
motion you can. 
1d repeat my prayers to the bleſſed God for 

you and your family, and moſt heartily commend 
myſelf to every part and branch of it. I rejoice 
in the proſperous ſtate of your academy, and 
beſeech the great diſpoſer of all things to pro- 
long your life into many years of- future uſeful- 
neſs. I am, 
Dear Sir, 

Moft fincerely 

and affectionately yours, 
J. BARKRR. 


P. S. Is there any miniſter in or near Bir- 
mingham, whoſe exhibition from the fund is, 
or is liked to be ſtopped, from any character 
given of him by you? Or what is the blind 
ſtory told by one —, a hardware-man, about a 
perſecuted miniſter in or near Birmingham? 1 


hardly know the man, but by what I hear, I 


conclude that his head may reſemble the metal, 
and his tongue the edge of one of his razors. 
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MY DEAR FRIEND, April g, 1750. 
T is not needful for me to tell you how 
uncomfortable it is to us to hear of your 
continued indiſpoſition and confinement; nor will 
I attempt to affect your mind with that ſym- 
pathy which makes your friends ſufferers with, 
as well as for you. May you never know how 
deeply reflected ſorrows wound the heart in ſome 
inſtances, nor I ever know their weight and 
anguiſh by It is beſt to hope in God, 
ntly wait upon him, make our prayer and 
look up, But methinks this is a ſtubborn tough, 
Your confinement has been pretty long. It is 
pity” your blood ſhould : be let by any thing, 
but veal — God, and that labour which is ac- 
ceptable to him and profitable to us. I want 
to have an exact actount how you are; but 
would not have you go within fight of pen 
and ink, if there be but the maſt diſtant dan- 
ger of its doing you the leaſt injury. I think 
of you much oftner than every day, and my 
wife, who is reading over again your Riſe and 
Progreſs, - is hardly able to bear my family- 
addreſſes on behalf of her inſtructor and friend, 
She joins with me in the moſt affectionate and 
reſpectful ſervices to you and Mrs. Doddridge, 
and. in fervent prayers to God for your ſpeedy 
recovery, 
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recovery, and the prolonging your life into many 
future years of uſefulneſs. 

1 had your Sermon“ on Sunday at Mr. Jack- 
ſon's; which I read as I rode in the coach, with 
an aching heart and weeping eyes. I am glad 
you were born in London, though you will: nat 
live in it. I hope we fare the better for its 
being the place of your birth, though it yet 
be not the place of your abode. God is wile. - 
Perhaps your ſpirit and labours do moſt good 
where you are. How are you and your bre- 
thren and a numerous chriſtian aſſembly now 
praying to God for thoſe who will not pray for 
themſclyes, nor refrain their impious hands from 
drawing down miſery upon others. I am preſent 
with you in ſpirit. I lift up my eyes, and to 
God and you 1 may ſay, My weeping eyes, to 
heaven with you. If I had intereſt there, 1 
would uſe it all for your native city, that it 
may till be- the care of Providence, and the 
place of our ſolemnities. London in ruins would 
be the moſt diſmal fight in the world, Forbid 
it, thou all:merciful God! May a ſpirit of hu- 
miliation and prayer prevail over a fpirit of in- 
fidelity and profaneneſs and may our gracious, 
guardian God reſtore us, reform us, and make 
London as famous for virtue and religion, as it 
is for arts and learning, for riches and com- 
merce and liberty! 

DRE Ye You 
* The guilt end doom of Capernaum, ſeriouſly re- 


commended to the conſideration of the inhabitants of 
London. 
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You have heard, I ſuppoſe, of the timorous 
and ignoble flight of the rich and profane. The 
terrors and prognoſtications of the ignorant and 

ſuperſtitious have almoſt emptied Groſvenor- 
Square and its adjacent ſtreets; and the greateſt 
number fled on the Lord's Ar. * Strange! that 
the cowards, who believe enough to flee and 
tremble, yet do not fear to break, vr inquire 
what it means to ſanctify the ſabbath. Oh, 
that they would conſider and ſhew themſelves 
men, and meet him with proſtration and reve- 
rence, from whom no diſtance can remove, nor 
darkneſs concea! them. 

I am greatly pleaſed with the Biſhop of Lon- 
don's letter to you, as it diſcovers ſo good a 
ſpirit in him, and fo juſt and candid a regard 
to you, in whoſe trials and honours I do moſt 
fincerely partake, and in the former could even 
with that mine were the larger ſhare. 
| Your Sermon upon Candour,+ I am ſure will 
breathe a great deal of that ſpirit which belongs 
to the world above, But it is a queſtion with 
me, whether you will reap much benefit from 
it in the world below. There is fo little of 

it 

* In February and March, two ſhocks of an earthquake 

felt in London ; which filled the people with the_ 
ah dreadful panic; and this was ſtill farther increaſed 
by the ridiculous predictions of an enthuſiaſtic ſoldier, 
who pretended to foretel, that, in a little time, another 
ſhock would happen, which would lay London and Weſt. 
minſter in ruins. Hiftory of England. 

+ Chriſtian Candour and Unanimity ſtated, illuſtrated 
and urged, 
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it here, that theſe regions are hardly wholeſome. 
But I thank you, ſir, who are employed ſo 
charitably and generouſly in enlightening and 
purifying our air at the ſame time. But open- 
ing the ſcriptures and mending our ſpirits ſtand 
in a very cloſe and natural connection. Let it 
put to filence and even drive into baniſhment 
all apprehenſions of uneaſineſs from me or Mr. 
Leſſingham, that you do not proceed in your 
Expoſitor with vigour. We believe very firmly 
that you- do. And we likewiſe know, that all 
things muſt give way to preſent duty. 

We have loſt our neighbour Mrs. Harriſon, 
who died exemplarily. Mr. Farmer is very in- 
genious, ſtudious, and inquiſitive, and one of 
thoſe young miniſters who ſees and laments the 
decay of vital religion amongſt us at this day.* 

May God's conſolations delight your foul ! 
May his power ſupport, and his mercy. reſtore 
you to health, uſefulneſs, and comfort! And 


may we rejoice according to the days wherein 


we have been age for you! I am 

Moſt affectionately yours, 
J. Barks, 

»The Rev. Mr. Hugh Farmer, was born in St. Chad's 


Pariſh, Shrewſbury, January 20, 1714. See a very in- 
ſtructive account of this learned and excellent perſon, in 


a Sermon preached on occaſion of his death, by the 


Rev. and worthy Mr. Urwick of Clapham, Surrey. 
+ From the regiſter belonging to that pariſh, 
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*>x 4s iv 2 R XLI. 
Fron THE SAME, 


DEAR DOCTOR, July 3, 1750. 
ESTERDAY we met as a committee for 
the laſt time, and agreed upon a report 
to be made to the managers of our fund at 
our firſt meeting in October next, concerning 
erecting an A in London. How much 
my heart has been ſet upon a ſcheme of this 
kind, you may perhaps remember, when J in- 
vited you almoſt twenty years ago to Hackney, 
and would gladly have reſigned the cangrega- 
tion to you, and have ſeen your academy tranſ- 
thither. T am till of opinion, there is 
no place in England like it, either for making 
ſcholars or divines, as there are great advanta- 
ges of converfation, preaching, and books. But 
yet, what opinion I have of you as a tutor, 
and of your academy, under the direction you 
propoſe, I had rather you ſhould know from my 
bps than my pen. 
I carefully-attend to what you ſay about your 
Expoſition on the Romans, and ſtrongly ſuſ- 
ed how matters there would come out. But 
reſpe& muſt be paid to truth and conſcience, 
without regarding events. If ever it ſhould hap- 
pen that — ſhould become unworthy of your 
inſpection and labours, there are places enough 
that would gladly receive you. But I am much 
08 6 228: | —_ 
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more apprehenfive of your death than the dan. 
ger of your loſing the eſteem of that place or 


neighbourhood. Not you only, but your me- 


mory ſurely, will be bleſſed there. 

But are you aware what a creature you are? 
I love you beyond expreſſion, and admire your 
abilities, furniture, ſpirits, &c, more than you 
imagine, and not à man in the world rejoices 


more in your uſefulneſs than I do; and yet 1 


often make myſelf merry with your character 


and conduct. I will give you a ſketch of it. 
You are ſo entirely devoted to God, to truth, 


and holineſs, that it is very èaſy to impoſe up- 
on you under the appearance of any of theſe, 
And you are fo perfectly made up of civility, 
candour, and good nature, that a pious enthu- 
ſiaſt, or a godly dunce, &c, is welcome to your 
table, arms, and heart. You are ſo good your- 
ſelf, that you think every body ten times better 


than they are; ſee merit in the darkneſs of mid- 


night; cannot ſee faults without a noon-day ſun; 
forgive injuries before they are confeſſed; confer 
favours as a reward for affronts; and will never 
believe but that all who are in good earneſt in 
religion, and enter into the belief, practice, life, 
and ſpirit of it, are to be embraced by you 
becauſe Jeſus Chriſt receives them, let their 


opinions or denomination be what it will. Now, 


how ſhould you be a party man? or be likely 


to have your academy ſupplied by people who 


live upon notions, phraſes, and external forms 2 
| 1 ſhould 
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I ſhould have thought myſelf unworthy of the 
ſacred name of friend, if I had not communi- 
cated the ſubject of this letter to you. And I 
know you ſo well, as to be thoroughly per- 
ſuaded, what it will rejoice your heart to hear, 
that attempts are making amongſt us alſo to 
promote and improve the cauſe of truth, li- 
berty, and practical religion. Your academy is 
my great expectation and joy. And it is your 
honour, dear fir, to have ſupplied the churches 
with ſo many faithful and eminent paſtors, Go 
on to furniſh us with many more. How need- 
ful and beneficial is the publick worſhip of God, 
for preſerving the ſenſe of religion among men, 
promoting the life and power of it among 
chriſtians; for endearing the bleſſed God and 
Redeemer to our fouls; for withdrawing our 
affections from this preſent world; armiag us 
againſt the temptations and terrors of life and 
death; and diſpoſing us to the ſervice and 
happineſs of heaven: and how ſha'l this be 
done with honour, how ſhall this be kept up 
with ſpirit, unleſs we have a ſucceſſion of true 
chriſtian evangelical miniſters ? 

Your Jabours are abundant, your fpirits lively, 
your faith ſtrong. The Lord aſſiſt and bleis 
you- more and more, I am 

With great reſpect and affection, yours, 
J. BarKER, 


| Lady Huntingdon's generoſity is noble and 
nl I partake largely in the pleaſure you 
have 


THE REV. DR. DODDRIDGE. 141 


have in the German tranſlation of your Riſe 
and Progreſs. That book ſhould be written 
in all languages in letters of gold. Somebody 
aſked me what I thought of your Sermon on 
Candour, My anſwer was, we muſt either come 
to that, or come to nothing, 


LETTER”: XL 
From THE SAME, 


May 5, 1751. 

ESSINGHAM, Neal, and Barker, are 
too nearly intereſted in that precious life, 
which now appears in danger of being cut off 
in the midſt of its days, to hear of its waſte 
and languiſhing without great concern and fer- 
vent prayer to God. How your letter affected 
my heart in publick, your friends are witneſs: 
but what I felt for my dear brother and the 
miniſters and churches of Chriſt, God and my- 
ſelf 


* The following letter is printed already in the Doc- 
tor's Life ; but the editor cannot forbear inſerting it in 
this collection. Dr. Doddridge was at Shrewſbury, for 
the benefit of air, exerciſe, 'and an entire receſs from 
buſineſs and company, when he received it; and Mr. 
Orton tells us, he was ſo affected and melted into 
tears of gratitude and joy, with the friendſhip expreſſed 
in it, and the divine conſolations; which it adminiſtered, 
that he wat apprehenſive his tender frame would have 
ſunk under it. 
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ſelf only know. I will not now ſay, Why did 
you ſpend ſo faſt? Why did you not ſpare 
yourſelf a little ſooner? I will rather heartily 
thank you, that you uſe all the means you can 
to repair your frame, and reſtore and prolong 
your uſefulneſs. It is the kindeſt thing you can 
do, and the higheſt inſtance of friendſhip you 
can now ſhew us; and I acknowledge your god. 
neſs to us in this point with tears of joy. Con- 
ſent and choofe to ſtay with us a while longer, 
my dear friend, if it pleaſe God, This is not 
only needful to Northampton and its adjacent 
towns and villages, but deſirable to us all, and 
beneficial to our whole intereſt. Stay, Dodaridge, 
Oh, ſtay and ſtrengthen our hands, whoſe ſha- 
dows grow long. Fifty is but the height of 
wigour, uſefulneſs, and honour, Do not take 
leave abruptly. Providence hath got directed 
thee yet, on whom to drop thy mantle. Who 
Mall inſtruct our youth, fill our vacant churches; 
animate our aſſociations, and diffuſe à ſpirit of 
piety, moderation, candour, and charity through 
our villages and churches; and a ſpirit of prayer 
and ſupplication into our towns and cities, when 
thou art removed from us? Eſpecially, who 
mall unfold the facred aracles, teach us the 
meaning and uſe of our bibles, reſcue us from 
the bondage of ſyſtems, party-opinions, empty, 
uſelefs ſpeculations, and faſhionable forms and 
phraſes ; and point out to us the ſimple, intel- 
ligible, conſiſtent, unifonm religion of our Lord 
and Saviour? Who ſhall— But I am filenced 

by 
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by the voice of him, who fays, “ Shall I not 
do what I will with my own? Is it not my 
prerogative to take and leave, as feemeth me 
good? I demand the liberty of diſpoſing of 
my own ſervants at my own pleaſure. He hath 
laboured more zbandantly. His times are in 
my hand. He hath not ſlept as do others. He 
hath rifen to nobler heights than things below. 
He hopes to inherit glory. He hath laboured 
for that, which endureth to eternal life; labour, 
which the more it abounds, the more it ex- 
alts and magnifies its obfect, and the more ef- 
ſectually anſwers and ſecures its end.— It is 
yours to wait and truſt, — mine to diſpoſe and 
govern. — On me be the care of miniſters and 
churches. With me is the reſidue of the ſpirit. 
— Both the vineyard and the labourers are 
mine. I Tet them to work, and when J pleaſe, 
J call them and give them their hire.” — With 
theſe thoughts my paſſions ſubfide,—my mind 


is ſoftened and fatisfied, —T reſign thee, myſelf, 


and all, to God, faying, „Thy will be done!“ 
But now for the wings of faith and contem- 
plation. Let me take thy hand, my dear bro- 
ther, and walk a turn or two in yonder ſpa- 
cious regions. Yes, it is ſo: we read it in the 
book of God, that word of truth and goſpel of 
our ſalvation — that as in Adam all die, even 

10 w Chriſt ſhall all be made alive. The one 
ruined his poſterity by fin; the other raiſed 
his ſeed to immortality. This poiſoned the dart 


and inflamed the wound of death; but Jeſus 


Chriſt 
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Chriſt redeemed us from this captivity. See, 

thou chriſtian miniſter, thou friend of my bo- 
ſom and faithful ſervant of God, ſee the impor- 
tant period, when the ſurpriſing ſigns and de- 
ſcending inhabitants of heaven, proclaim the ſe- 


| cond coming of our divine Saviour! The hea-» 


vens open and diſcloſe his radiant glory. — Hear 
the awakening trump, — See, the dead in Chriſt 
ariſe glorious and immortal — leave corruption, 
weakneſs, and diſhonour behind them, and be- 
hold their Lord and head ſeated on his throne 
of judgment, attended and ſurrounded with the 
miniſters of his power and pleaſure, and ſhining 
in all the fulneſs of celeſtial glory; — and not 
only ſee but ſhare his victory and luſtre, — par- 
take of his image and influence. And behold 
the demoliſhed fabric reared again, ſtately and 
ornamented - ſhining and illuſtrious — permanent 
and durable — to demonſtrate how entirely death 
is vanquiſhed, all its ruins repaired; and what 
was once meat for worms is now, a companion 
of angels : for when this corruptible ſhall have 
put on  incorruption, and this mortal, immorta- 
lity, every eye will be faſtened on the mighty 
conqueror, and every voice and harp be tuned 
for that tranſporting ſong, Oh, death, where is 


thy ſting? Oh, grave, where is thy victory? 
Yes, Doddridge, it is ſo. The fruit of our Re- 


deemer's ſufferings and victory is the entire 
and eternal deſtruction of ſin and death. And 
is it not a glorious deſtruction? A moſt bleſſ- 
ed ruin? No enemy ſo formidable— no tyran- 

ny 
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ny ſo bitter —no fetters ſo heavy and galling — 
no priſon ſo dark and diſmal — but they are 
vanquiſhed-and diſarmed; — the unerring dart is 
blunted and broken — the priſon pulled down 
and raſed. Ode Lond i ain.» REY 
of them that ſlept. 

How glad ſhould I be to hear, that God is 
Pleaſed to prolong your life on earth, to declare 


theſe glorious truths and teach us to improve. 


them! In this, your friends with you, and 
many more in every place, join, and make it 
our common petition to the great diſpoſer of 
all events. Uſe every means you can for the 
recovery of your health, for the fake of your 


en among whom is 
Your faithful and affectionate, 


J. BarKER.. 
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DEAR SIR, WadhamsCollege a, 5. 1737. 
Think myſelf ſo much obliged \ 0 you for 
your kind expreſſions of friendſhip and eſ- 
teem, that no one nbeds any farther introduction 
to my company, if he thinks it worth aſking 
for, than ſaying that he comes from you: I do 
L not- 


Be wa account of chi very learned perfor in” the- 
Biog. Brit. by Dr. Kippis. 
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not know by what kind of fatality it was, that 
I miſſed of the gentleman who brought your 
obliging letter, though I was more than once 
to ſee for him, after I had heard that there had 
been one to enquire after me. I hope if his 
buſineſs ſhould ever lead to Oxford again, I 
ſhall be more . fortunate. 

If I have not convinced you in relation to 
Pſalm Ixxiii, I defire you will conſider it and 
favour me with your objections. I do not know 
well what to ſay in regard to Ifaiah xxxviii; 
but to me there ſeems evidently ſome miſtake. 
The fign and the thing ſignified muſt certainly 
bear ſome reſemblance, ſome proportion, I may 
fay, or the whole beauty and elegance of the 
thing is deſtroyed. Why ten rather than five 
or ſeven, and why theſe rather than twenty or 
forty ? But on my ſuppoſition the paſſage-is na- 
tural and, of a piece. Hezekiah's lamp of life 
was almoſt gone out, but he was promiſed that 
it ſhould be recruited with fifteen drops of freſh 
oil; and as a ſign of this, the lamp of the 
world retires back on Ahaz's dial the ſame 
number of degrees. Nothing can be imagined 
finer or more appoſite. ' That miſtakes of ſuch 
a nature as this ſhould creep into the writings 
of a people exerciſed with ſuch a variety of 
hardſhips and revolutions in their polity, is to 
me, I confeſs, eaſily conceivable. Nor indeed 
without a continual miracle (which 1 preſume 
cannot be imagined to have been the caſe,) do 
I well ſee how they could have been prevented. 


1] now 
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I now beg your thoughts on this paſlage, 
it is Palm ix. 6. The words as they now lie 


in our preſent Hebrew, have no meaning in the 


leaſt, but are one of the ſtrangeſt jumbles that 
can well be met with: but with a little tranſ- 
poſition the whole will be clear and eaſy. I 
read them thus, The enemy is intirely waſted 
or conſumed; thou haſt deſtroyed or pulled 
up the foundations of their cities, they are be- 
come deſolations for ever, the very memory 


of them is loſt.” I leave it to you to deter- 


mine how far this is preferable to the preſent 
reading or che preſent verſions in conſequence 
of it. 

J muſt / now leave the eaſt and come home 
to England, and in ſo doing think I make a 


happy exchange. I have met with great beau- 


ties there, hut muſt own I am prejudiced in 
favour. of my native. country. I can imagine 
the Shulamite to have been exceedingly fine, 
that could engage in ſo warm a manner the 
heart of a very rich and powerful monarch ; 
but I can imagine a Northampton lady, who 
much more deſerves to be the Shulamite of 
another. poem. This at leaſt J may be at li- 
berty to ſay, that whoever ſhe: intends to make 
the happy man muſt have but ſmall reliſh. 
for her charms, if he would change conditi- 
ons with any ſultan in the Eaſt without her. 
Jam grown an old fellow of a college, and 
nothing like what I have been, ſo that ſhe may 
wn what I ſay not to be flattery! If 1 was 
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young agam.— ! But what an idle wiſh is that? 
Summer perhaps may bring out the flies and 
me, and I cannot, promiſe. but that before the 
month of May is out, I may pay Maidwell a 
viſit. Lou muſt not expect me upon this, for 
old people are not very punctual in their reſo- 
lutions. Warm weather or eaſterly winds. have 
great effects upon. them. In the mean time I 
beg my compliments to the fair inviter, and 
to Mrs, Doddridge, and that you will accept 


Dear Sir, 
Your moſt faithful, 
moſt obedient friend and ſervant, 
GEORGE CosrARD. 
L mould be. glad to hear from you upon the 


receipt of this with the ſpecimens, &c. 


3 


LET F' Þ BR - MBJVL 
FrRoM THE SAME, 


DEAR SIR, May 28, 1737. 

- Sat down with an intention to talk grayely 

to you, and aſk you a few ſerious queſtions, 
But as that naturally led my thoughts to North- 
ampton, where is a very pretty lady, whom F 
much admire, you will excuſe me, I know, if 
Fgive her the precedence. The ways of heaven 
are” dark I own, but I have often wondered 
BS, what 


THE REV. DR. DODDRIDGE. 49 


what myſtery could be intended by its giving 
her ſo many perfections to make her amiable, 
and yet denying her the uſe of ſpeech. I can: 
not find any thing either in Porphyry or Jam- 
blicus, or any of our moderns, who have treated 
on myſteries, that gives me ſatisfaction. If 
you can ſolve the difficulty, I ſhall honour you 
as the Prieſt of that Minervo- Diana. 

I ſee in the papers, articles of impeachment 
drawn up againſt us batchelors: I am not good 
at apologies, or if I was, have not time; and 
yet I could wiſh there were ſome uſeful hints 
thrown out on our fide to the ladies. I ſhould 
have recommended this taſk to the lady above 
mentioned, as the only one of the ſex that I 
can think on as qualified; becauſe reformers it 
is allowed on all hands, ſhould be free from the 
faults they cenſure. But as ſhe has the misfor- 
tune to be dumb, I find . myſelf (to my no 
ſmall regret) diſappointed of my wiſh. To ſup- 
ply this unlucky filence of her's, I once thought 
to convey to her through you in writing, what 
ſhe might expreſs as ſhe found occafion, by nods, 
ſigns, or whatever marks ſhe pleaſed. But con- 
ſidering that the ſex has a natural averſion to 
dull formal leſſons of advice, I altered my de- 
ſign a little, and beg leave to ſend her a true 
ſtory that fell under my own obſervation, and 
of which ſhe may make what uſe ſhe. pleaſes. 

As tother day in faunt'ring mood, 

By chance I at my window food, 
L 3 Obſerving 
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Obſerving how the ev'ning breeze 

Juſt whiſper'd through the bending trees, 

The ſun was ſetting, ſky ſerene, 

The ſhadows length*ning o'er the ſcene. 

A Dove I mark'd, that near me fat, 

A female, beauty, and coquette. 

In decent eaſy pride ſhe mov'd, 

(What heart ſo cold but muſt have lov'd,) 

Her eyes ſo full, ſo round, and clear, 

Shot beams, no mortal dove could bear. 

Her neck, her breaſt, and well-turn'd thigh, 

Though they might ſound in epics 3 

I chooſe, juſt mention'd, to omit, 

For loft'er bards a ſubje& fit. 
Thus fair without this Dove was ſeen, 

But ſpotted was her mind within. 

A heart ſhe had, too fond of ſhew, 

A heart that flutter d at a beau. 

Was proud to fee the croud admire, 

And fops in mimick deaths expire. 

Too foncly ſtriving to be great, 

Forgat what *tis makes bliſs compleat. 

To all alike ſhe ſmiles beſtow'd, 

To none diſtinguiſn'd favours ſhew'd. 

No ſooner aſk'd than ready e're, 

To ramble in the fields of air. 

But what in doves 1s held a vice, 

With whom ſhe went, not over-nice. 

So proud, vain, fickle — faults too common 
In all but ſhape a very W- n. 
Columbo long ador'd this fair, 
Who with Columbo could compare, 
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For plumage fine, and every art, 
Could win a tender, female heart? 
His limbs were large and firm, and ſtraight, 
His ſize proportion'd to his height. 
With graceful eaſe and ſwiftneſs fled, 
Had wit, and ſenſe, exactly bred. 
When grave, not like the pedant owl, 
Nor yet when gay, that coxcomb fowl 
That high in window perch'd, or door, 
Calls cuckold, quaker, knave and wh—. 
In vain he dangled, figh'd, and coo'd, 
She fled whene*er the lover woo'd. 
Not that ſhe felt herſelf no ſmart, 
Or in his torments bore no part, 
But proud t* exert a cruel pow'r, 
And of her conqueſt too ſecure, 
His vows ſhe treated with diſdain, 
And ſeem'd to triumph in his pain. 
At laſt grown weary, diſcontent, 
(No hopes of gaining her conſent) 
Th' indignant bird with juſt diſdain, 
Breaks off her laviſh galling chain. . 
To Turturella flies. The fair 
His ſuit receiv'd with modeſt air. 
By juſt degrees reſigns herſelf, 
(Doves never quarrel about pelf) 
With tranſport ſeiz'd, the bird he preſt, 
The modeſt muſe forbears the reſt. 
The proud one ſees with hateful eyes 
Her captive gone, —another's prize. 
In every vein reſentment burns, 


A chill benumbs them too by turns. ; 
L 4 Sometimes 
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Sometimes with frantick rage, her breaſt 
Beats high, anon ſubſides to reſt, 


By diff rent tides of paſſions toſt, 


And ſometimes in reflection loft. 
—And is it true he could be free — ? 
Prefer that filly thing to me — 

Was that his judgment, that his choice — ? 
I wonder at his want of eyes. 

For ever loſt — and can he ſcorn 

For my ill-judg'd negle& return? 
Fool that I was, now left by fate, 

To wed perhaps the bird I hate. 

Or elſe, Oh, worſt of fates to tell 
Be ſentenc'd apes to lead to H—, 


I ſuppoſe the gentlemen you ſpoke of have 


altered their reſolutions about ſeeing Oxford, and 


are gone home another way by my not ſeeing 
any thing of them yet. My ſervice. waits upon 


the lady and Mrs. Doddridge, and 1 beg you 
will accept the fame from 


| | Your faithful and obliged 95 
humble ſeryant, 
GEoRGe CosTARD. 


LETTER 
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L STE IEEE - 
FROM THE SAME. 


. DEAR SIR, Wadham-College, Feb. 6, 1939—g0. 
Had the favour of yours, dated the 19th of 
laſt month, and ſuppoſe you have received 
mine, which was then upon the road to you, 
and would aſſure you of the receipt of your 
Expoſitors. I do not know what entertainment 
my performances may afford you, but I have 
been extremely delighted with yours 'as far as 
I have had leiſure to read them. 

I ſee you have taken notice, p. 8, of that 
notion of the Gnoſticks that the God of the Old 
and New Teſtament were different, and of Ire- 
neus, having urged that text againſt them, (John 
i, 10.) I cannot help reflecting with myſelf 
ſometimes, whether thoſe called Hereticks by the 
Fathers really maintained thoſe extravagancies 
charged upon them; whether the Fathers them. 
ſelves were not miſtaken; and whether ſome of 
thoſe opinions might not in their genuine ſenſe, 
and when rightly underſtood, be admitted as true, 
The notion which you refer to perhaps was of 
the latter ſort. The Being mentioned in the 
Old Teſtament, has, frequently to me, ſeemed to 
be uſed for another Being than the o wv, the 

ſupreme 'ineffable majeſty of heaven, Natural 
reaſon and the writings of the New Teſtament 
ſufficiently teach us that he is invi/ble; that 
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* no man hath ſeen nor can ſee him;” that 
he has no parts nor bodily ſhape, &c. But 
Gen. iii. 8. Adam and Eve heard the “ voice 
of the Lord God, walking, &c;” and the whole 
hiſtory then and afterwards beſpeaks as if there 
was fome - viſible appearance with which they 
converſed, and was not unknown to the Patri- 
archs themſelves by the fame name. It was to 
the ſame - Being perſonally appearing, that Abra- 
ham intercedes for the Sodomites, Gen. xviii. 
17. ad fin, See likewiſe, Exod. iv. 24. Again, 
Nadab and Abihu are ſaid to have ſeen the 
God of I{rael.” Exod. xxiv. 10; and there is 
a pompous deſcription of the floor upon which 
they ſaw his feet ſtand. And to name no other 
inſtance, when Moſes begs to have a viſible 
repreſentation. of the fame God, he tells him, 
he will cover him with His hand, and that 
he ſhall ſee his back.” Exod. xxxiii. 22, 23. 
In theſe places, I apprehend there can be no 
recourſe had to figure and metaphorical ways 
of ſpeaking, unleſs we would unſettle all the 
rules of language. I ſhould think, therefore, 
that the 9% or ſecond perſon in the Trinity, 
is in all theſe places to be underſtood ; and if 
the Marcionites, &c, underſtood it fo, they 
could hardly be called Hereticks. But to fol- 
low them at preſent, as their opinions are hand- 
ed down to us, is to grope in more than egyp- 
- As to the taxing under Cyrenius, Luke 1, 
there is a Latin treatiſe juſt come out, wrote by 


7 » 
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-Mr. Reynolds, one of the canons of the cathe- 
dral at Exeter and fellow of Eaton college. It 
was printed here in 1738, but the publication 
prevented by accidents for ſome time. You 
will ſee a great deal of curious learning there, 
though thrown together in a manner not ſo 
agreeable as could be wiſhed. He makes Quiri- 
nus at the time only cenſor, and ſhews ſeveral 
examples of neue uſed in ſuch ſenſe. 

As to December being the time of Chriſt's 
birth, I think with you it is without founda- 
tion, There is a wonderful regularity in the 
divine proceedings: and this new creation in the 
moral world, to omit all other arguments, ſcems 
moſt likely to have correſponded to the time 
of that in the natural. 

In order to reconcile- Mic. v. 2. with 8Izpa; 
2eyicy Matt. ii. 6. Dr. Pococke obſerves from 
Rab. Tanchum, a Jew that wrote an Arab: 
Comment on the Prophet, that the word figni- 
fies great as well as little. If that obſervation 
be true, it makes a very clear conſtruction, I 
have not looked into that author to fee what 
authorities he brings for that interpretation, but 
propoſe it as ſoon as the cold weather will give 
me leave, and then perhaps I may trouble you 
with ſome more impertinence. 

As to yea wilt yer» ( John 1. 16.) what- 
ever has been ſaid upon it yet ſeems to me 
not to give any very clear meaning. I ſhould 
think that the Evangeliſt wrote N, as go- 
verned of the verb Cours, but ſome perſon 

attending 
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attending to the x rv TApoucy] Oo Gy before, 
and conſidering the conjunction copulative x 4 20 


fore Mu, took it for harſh Greek, and fo, 


the margin of his copy, wrote by way of note 
ei a@-; which the ſucceeding tranſcriber, 
thinking to belong to the text, took it in, and 
ſo now we have both. Whereas the eaſieſt and 
moſt natural reading would run thus, % Ts aAy- 
gar urs N Walſeg Aobojry % N. I 
doubt not but ſeveral miſtakes of this nature 
may be obſerved in all ancient authors, the 
ſcriptures not excepted. | 
The Hiſtory of the Temptation, Matt. iv. 
vid. Exp. p. 109, is one of thoſe parts of Re- 
velation which is charged with almoſt unſur- 
mountable difficulties, and I think has not been 
ſufficiently conſidered. I ſuppoſe waar dna 
means no more than where he was tempted, as 
«5 ro TMwna is whereby was fulfilled. It 
ſeems extraordinary enough that Satan ſhould 
not know whom he — and if he did, 
that he ſhould venture upon ſuch an engage- 
ment. Some are apt to wonder at the power 
that this wicked ſpirit had of tranſporting the 
body of our holy Lord from place to place 
at his pleaſure. What mountain was ſo high as 
from thence he could , ſhew him ara ro; 
ariel r NO u dot ceur,, = And in- 
deed in ſuch a frightful wilderneſs as this, what 
were the 3Z& that he could ſhew him? Thou 
ſhalt not tempt, &c.“ v. 7. I ſuppoſe means, 
thou ſhalt not inconſiderately run into danger 
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in expectation of God's miraculous interpoſing 


and not ſuffering the laws of nature (e. gr. gra- 
vitation) to take their uſual effect. Q. D. * 
human body thrown from ſuch an eminence as 
this, muſt in the courſe of things be daſhed to 
pieces, and I have no reaſon to expe& but that 
the ſame will befall me.“ 

I have ſent you a packet here inſtead of a 
letter. I do not intend however to inform you 
of any thing that I do not think you to know 
already and much better than I do. I would 


only ſnew you with how much attention I read 
your excellent Expoſitor. I wiſh Deborah and 


Habbakkuk may pleaſe you but half ſo much. 
But I am afraid of them. 

1 hope this will find you and your family 
well this cold ſeaſon. The weather here ſeems 
to be breaking, and I wiſh it may go off: 
for the poor, notwithſtanding the collections that 
have been made for them, are almoſt periſhed. 
The Univerſity made them a collection that a- 
mounted to upwards of one hundred and fixty 
pounds. I ſhall tire you no longer than while I 
beg my compliments to Mrs. Doddridge, and 
defire you to accept the ſame from 

Your moſt affectionate 


moſt obliged humble ſervant, 


GEoRGE CoSTARD. 


LETTER 
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L E'T T/'E'R XIVI. 
(FROM M. WARBURTON, * 


London, April 19, 1738. 
REV. AND WORTHY SIR, 


Found the very agreeable favour of your let- 
ter of the 13th inſtant in London, where 

1 am lately come for a few days, | 
1 can now eaſily forgive the Country Clergy- 
man, as owing to him, in ſome meaſure, the 
acquiſition of ſuch a friendſhip as I flatter my- 
ſelf, Sir, to reap in you. And though you give 
fo «wn a turn to that occaſion,” I _ never 
| « ſuffer 


* Afterwards Biſhop of Gloceſter. Tbere is alle ac- 
eount of this eminent prelate in Biſhop Newton's Life, 
written by himſelf; alſo in Dr. Johnſon's Lite of Pope; 
and in Nichols's Anecdotes of Bowyer See likewiſe- the 
Weſtminſter Magazine for 1779, ard the Gentieman's 
Magazine for 1780; but a more particular acc may 
be expected from his fi bs lob Faxtexp the pre- 
ſent BIS Or or WorcesTER,t who has lately publiſhed 
4 magnificent edition of We Warburton's works in 
feven volumes in quarto. ſy 41114 
1] Nor TAN ABSOLUTI PAASULIS DOTEM IN £O DESIDERES» 

EnASMUs. 


4 In January, 17 7 Mr. Wilburton publiſhed the 
firſt” volume of the Divine Legation of Moſes, &c ; and 
in March, a Vindication of the author of that work, 
from the aſperſions of the Country Clergyman's Letter, 
in the Weekly Miſcellany of Feb. 14, 1737. The pro- 
ſeſſed editor of the Miſcellany was William Weber, 
D. P. of whom ſee an account in Nichols's Anecdotes 
of Bowyer, p. 539» 618, &c. 
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ſuffer myſelf to believe, that it was any merit 
in my book, but a generous indignation againſt 
an abandoned libeller that has procured me the 
honour of ſo conſiderable a patroniſer. 

I will aſſure you, Sir, that, next to the ſer- 
vice of truth, my aim in writing was to pro- 


cure myſelf the favour and friendſhip of good 
and learned men. 'So that you will- not wonder. 


that I accept the friendſhip you are pleaſed to 


offer me in ſo generous and polite a manner, 


with all the pleaſure that gifts moſt eſteemed 


amongſt men are generally received with. Dif- 
ference of religious perſuaſion, amongſt ſincere 
profeſſors, never was, I thank God, any reaſon 
of reſtraining or abating my eſteem for men of 
your character in life and learning. 

I have read your propoſals for the Family- 
Expoſitor, and have entertained, from the ſpe- 
cimen, ſo high an opinion of your notes and 

„that had I any thing material on the 
goſpels, I ſhould be very cautious, (without 
affectation) of laying them before fo accurate a 
critick, notwithſtanding all the temptations I 
ſhould have of appearing in ſo honourable a 
ſtation. But the truth is, I have little of this 
kind -on the evangeliſts worth your notice, and 
your work is already in the preſs: but you 


ſhall be fare to command what I have on the 
other parts of the New Teſtament on occaſion, 


if of any ſervice to you. In the mean time, I 
make it my requeſt to be admitted into the 
liſt of your ſubſcribers. I ſhall pay the ſubſcrip- 
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tion money to Mr. Hett, but ſhall take no re- 
ceipt, becauſe I would have one from yourſelf, 
in order to engage you to begin a correſpon- 


| dence, from which I expect to receive ſo much 


benefit and pleaſure. _ 
L am greatly indebted to you, Sir, for. your 


good prayers. I beg you would do me the 


juſtice to believe you do not want mine, being 


with the utmoſt eſteem and ſincerity, 
Dear Sir, 
Your moſt affectionate 
humble ſervant, -_ 
W. WARBURTON: 


mm 8 NY 
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| FROM THE SAME. 

Newark-upoo-Trent, Feb. 12, 1738—3: 

DEAR SIR, 
Am: much irdebted for your laſt kind letter, 
and I heartily wiſh I could make the fame 
excuſe for not acknowledging. it ſooner, which 
you have done on the ſame occaſion. But I live: 
in a much leſs comfortable neighbourhood, and. 
at a greater diſtance from the few. friends. whoſe 
acquaintance is worth cultivating, But the know- 
ledge. of my friends? happineſs always relieved: 
my. own.- unhappineſs. The kind obliging things 
you. ſay to me. would, from a courtier, very 
much 
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much diſguſt me; but coming from one whoſe 
virtues and parts I have ſo great an opinion of, 
muſt needs be highly agreeable to me, though 
I thought them no more than the effects of a 
partial friendſhip, and merely on that account. 

Every thing you fay concerning the Dedica- 
tion* to the Princeſs of Wales, I highly approve 
of: and I dare truſt you in preſerving the dig- 
nity that becomes an honeſt man and a miniſter 
of Chriſt. . 

All that relates to —, ak who he is, and 
his affair with Count Zinzendorf, and what that 
is, I am an entire ſtranger to, and ſhould be 
glad of a little information in that matter. 

I have heard indeed there are Prieſts of Her- 
cules among you, as well as you know there 
are among us. Laſt ſummer I was at —, and 
ſaying there what 1 thought fit of you, I un- 
derſtood you were once expected to receive that 
province under your care. But Providence was 
kinder to you than to commit that peace, which 
is the reward and product of your virtues, to 
ſo turbulent a people; and thought fit. to puniſh 
their unchriſtian zeal by depriving them of one, 
who could have regulated and reformed it. 

. Young. — has great merit, and. will make 
a figure in the world, and do honour to pro- 


feſſor Blackwell, whom I have a great eſteem 


for. A propos of this laſt. You may remember 
that Webſter abuſed him in the Übels he wrote 


* Of the Family Expoſitor. 
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againſt me. I hope his charge in that particu- 
lar was falſe, as I know all his others were. 
M/,ỹnne's is a wild ridiculous notion, and you 
will do well to animadvert upon it.“ Sir Ifaac 
Newton's is much more plauſible : though this. 
great man, in divinity and chronology, is as 
much below many others, as he is above every 
body in mathematicks and phyfcks. 
Pray how do you like Mr. C—'s Book 
againſt the Moral Philoſopher? He writes by 
order of the A. B. C. You fe he is civil to 
me. We ſhould laugh about fome circumſtan- 
ces in it were we together. Look. at p. 444y 
and tell mey whether you do not think ſome- 
thing has been fuck out after the firſt word 
of the laſt line bu one. You ſee, page 272, 
he goes out of his way to rectify an. obſerva- 
tion of mine, but] very unluckily. - He ſays, 
that what I lately ſſid of Arnobius, as undertak- 
ing the defence of chriſtianity before he underſtood 
11, muſt be interpreted as to dofirines and precepts , 
<ohiekt is not to be [wondered at, fince he wrote be- 
fore he was admilted to baptiſm. Mr. C. ſeems 
to have miſtaken me every manner of way. 
Firſt, yon ſee, he ſuppoſes I have left it in 
doubt what I meant by Arnobius's not undes- 
ſtanding chriſtianity; but you know the place 
where I make the obſervation confines it to dec- 
trine. Secondly, he ſuppoſes I made a wonder 
that he did not underſtand chriſtianity, whereas 
| the 


* See Doddridge's Family Expoſitor, V. i. 96. nete (g) 
142+ Ca. 310. (g. Kc. &c. 
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the- wonder lay in his. writing about it before 
he underſtood it. But Thirdly, I made no 
wonder, with regard to Arnobius, at all. His 
caſe and Lactantius's were brought only by way 


of ſimilitude to. modern writers, who write about 


it before they underſtand it. Theſe indeed I 


blame, becauſe no one, who does not under- 
ſtand it, can write a good defence of it againſt 
modern. Pagans. But I blamed not the ancient 
apologiſts, becauſe they might, and did write 
good defences: without underſtanding it. You 
ſee the reaſon, page 291, note (u). But what 
think you of his defence of the conteſted paſ- 
ſage of Joſephus? for that is againſt me too, 
Did you ever ſee ſuch an ite 
upon poor «urs before? 


and H— are 


any men, or any cauſe but 
commit againſt honeſty and 
in your ear as a friend. dare ſay the 
author thinks me under much ybligation to him 
for his civilities, and I never love to ſuppreſs 
the leaſt diſpoſition towards peace and friendſhip, 
— I have ſeen an abſtract of Mr. Leland's 
Anſwer, and it ſeems. exactly to correſpond with 
the character you gave of it. 

Your Sermons to Young. People were ex- 
tremely agreeable to me on many accounts. I 
have a favourite nephew to whoſe uſe I partixu- 
larly defign them; It is my way after I have 
read a book to give the general character of 
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it in ſome celebrated Lines or other of ancient 
or modern writers. I have characterized the 


Author and his Sermons, in theſe two lines or 
the blank leaf before the title page. 


O Friend! to dazzle let the vain deſign 
To mend the heart, and raiſe the thought, be 
thine.* 


Now we are upon Poetry, my Mother de- 
fires her beſt reſpects to you and Mrs. Dod- 
dridge, and thanks you for the charming little 
Hymn you ſent her. She has got it tranſcrib- 
ed, I do not know how often, into a larger 
hand. It is not only the language of the heart, 
but the language of a + heart. 

You cannot oblige me more than commu- 
nicating to me the moſt plauſible objections a- 
gainſt my Scheme: which I ſhall be glad of; 
not for your inſtruction, but for my own. | 

I make no doubt but you have ſeen Mr. 
De Crouſaz'sF Critique on Pope's Eſay on Man. 
] have defended our great Poet, as you will 
ſee, in ſome of the late notes of the Hiſtory of 
the Works of the Learned, but my name is a 
ſecret. I thought Mr. De Crouſaz maliciouſly 
miſtaken, and I conſidered it of ſervice to reli- 

. gion 

* Ah, Friend ! to dazzle let the vain deſign 4 

To raiſe the thought, or tonch the FRAN be thine, 
Page. 
+ Letter torn, 


t Profeſſor of Philoſophy and Mathematicks in the Aca- 
demy of Lauſanne. 
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gion to ſhew our libertines, that ſo noble a ge. 
nius was not of their party: which deluſion 
they have affectedly embraced. 
I have nothing particular to remark to you 
about the texts you refer to; only as to John 
vii. 22. * Moſes therefore gave you circum - 
ciſion, (not becauſe it is of Moſes, but of the Fa. 
thers,) and ye on ths ſabbath-day circumciſe a 
man.” It may be aſked, why Jeſus uſed the 
words in the parentheſis to the Jews who well 
knew, that God ordered all Abraham's poſterity 
ſhould be circumciſed at eight days old? I re- 
ply, it was to obviate an objection that might 
be urged, to this effect. How came circum- 
ciſion to be ordered on a certain day, which 
muſt needs occaſion a violation of that ftri& 
reſt enjoined on the ſabbath? Here the an- 
ſwer is admirable. Had Moſes enjoined both 
one and the other, he probably would not have 
fixed the day of circumcifion : but it was or- 
dered by another covenant, which Moſes could 
not diſannul. St. Paul, (Gal. ili. 17,) conſiders 
theſe as two different covenants. This raiſes our 
idea of the wiſdom of God's providence. Had 
Circumciſion and the Sabbath been both by Moſes, 
it would have ſeemed fit, in order, not ſo ap- 
parently to contradict the law about the reſt of 
the ſabbath, to have relaxed the law about cir- 
cumciſion on the eighth day: but that relaxation 
would have been productive of great miſchiefs; 
therefore circumciſion was given by anather co- 
venant and confi med only by this. You fee, 
M 3 L ſuppoſs 
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I ſuppoſe the Sabbath entirely 2 moſaical rite. T 

do fo as w day f 'refi, not 1 7 80 of devo · 
tion.“ I am, 

Dear Sir, 

| Your moſt affectionate friend and brother, 

W. WarBuRTON. 

P. S. I am going on, as faſt as my health 

will permit, with my work. I defire your prayers 

for me, not only on this account, but for my 

general welfare, You never want mine. When 

I ſee your book, the reading of it may per- 

haps awaken ſome hints in me which may be 


worth while my Fore. to you againſt a 
ſecond edition, 


* * 142 4 
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: Pane THE SAME, 


DEAR SIR, Cambridge, April 4, 1739. 
Write to you amidſt a ſtrange mixture of 
entertainments and ftudy between the col- 
lege-halls and libraries. The neceſſity of con- 
ſulting books only to be met with here, has 
brought me to Cambridge; but my long nights 

in company make my mornings by n lf is | 
very ſhort, that I am likely to return as wiſe 

as I came; which will be in a few days. 

Before I left the country, I had the pleaſure 
of receiving your Family” Expoſitor. My Mo- 
ther 


See Doddridge's Family Expoſitor, note (g on 808 
vil. 22. 
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ther and I took it by turns. She, who is ſu- 
perior to me in every thing, aſpired to the 
divine learning of the Improvements, while I 
kept groveling in the human learning in the 
Notes below. The reſult of all was, that ſhe 
fays ſhe is ſure you are a very good man, and 
1 am ſure you are a very learned one. I fat 
down to your Notes with a great deal of malice, 
and a determined reſolution not to ſpare you, 
And let me tell you, a man who comments 
on the Bible affords all the opportunity a ca- 
viller could wiſh for. But your judgment is al- 
ways fo true and your decifion fo right, that 
I am as IE FA to you as the 
leaſt of your flock. 

A friend of mine, Dr. Taylor of Newark, 
(M. D.) who has ſeen your book, defires to be 
a ſubſcriber. If you will be ſo good to order 
a book to be left for him at Mr. Gyles's, he 
has orders to pay for it. 

I have taken the liberty to incloſe two or 
three papers of propoſals, juſt now offered to 
the publick by my friend Dr. Middleton for 
his Life of Tully. Jam, 
| Dear Sir, 

Your very affectionate friend and brother, 
W. Wansuzros. 
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ne 


FrRoM THF SAME. 


' DEAR SIR, Burnt-Broughton, Aug. 13, 1739+ 
Have the favour of yours of the 19th of 
1 May to acknowledge. I will take it as Tully 
did the Roman Hiftory, (who wanted to be at 
his dear Conſulſhip,) at the wrong end: and 
for Tully's reaſon, becauſe there is ſomething 
there moſt intereſting. And that is the agree- 
able news you are ſo good as to give me of 
the birth of a Son, and of good Mrs. Dod- 
dridge's being in a fine way of recovery. Pro- 
vidence bleſſes you, as it bleſſed its prime fa- 
vourites, the patriarchs. For he knows” you, 
as he knew Abraham, that you © will com- 
mand your children and your houfhold after 
you to keep the way of the Lord.“ To ſuch, 
and only to ſuch, children are a bleſſing. 
I am ſorry to hear you have been ill ſince 
I wrote my laſt; but am glad I heard not of 
it, till 1 heard of your recovery along with it. 
What you ſay of your ſucceſs in your miniſtry 
ard academical capacity gives me infinite plea- 
fure on your account, And it is impoſlible the 
author of the Free Thoughts, &c, ſhould meet 
with leſs: or, he who obſerves the direc ions 
there laid down, 


As 
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As for that blaſphemous fellow Morgan,“ he 
is I think below my notice, any farther than 
to ſhew my great contempt of him occaſionally. 
Beſides, I ought to leave him to thoſe who 
are paid for writing againſt him. 
I cu judge right that the next volume of the 
Divine Legation will not be the laſt. I thought 
I had told you, that I had divided the work 
into three parts. The firſt gives a view of 
Paganiſm z the ſecond of Judaiſm ; and the third 
of Chriſtianity, You will wonder how this laſt 
inquiry can come into ſo fimple an argument, 
as that which I undertake to inforce. I have 
not room at preſent to tell you more than this, 
that to leave neither doubt nor obſcurity in 
the argument, after I have proved a future 
ſtate not to be in fact in the moſaic diſpenſa- 
tion, I next ſhew that if chriſtianity be true, it 
could not poſſibly be there. And this neceſſitates 
me to explain the nature of chriſtianity, with 
which the whole ends. But this inter nos, If 
it be known, I ſhould poſlibly have ſomebody 
writing againſt this part too before it appears. 
| Your kind and friendly advice to mind my 
buſineſs is very ſeaſonable, when one naturally 
grows tired of an old ſubject, and has not met 
with that returh from one's friends which one 
might expect. But I would not have you think 
that any of the letters againſt Crouſaz coſt me 
more than two or three hours in an event 
Mr. Pope has comes, they may be collected and 
printed 
Author of the Moral Philoſopher. * 
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printed together, I have therefore complied 
with the bookſeller, who is now reprinting them 
in the ſixe of Mr, Popes duodecimo volumes, 
and I ſuppoſe they will come out in Michael. 
mas term. 

I deſire you would put down the Rev. Mr. 
Philip Yonge, Fellow ef Tritiity College in 
Cambridge, a ſubſcriber to your Family Ex- 
poſitorz and to contrive that he may have the 
+##ft volume ſent him, either from Northampton 
or London. It need only be directed as above, 
for he is well known, being the principal tutor 
in his college. 

A paſſage in St. Luke comes into my head, 
which T hope will not come too late for your 
uſe. In which, I think, we have one of the 
moſt Muſtrions inſtances of the divine addrefs 
of Jefus in his diſputings with the prieſts; and 
'which 1 do not find the commentators take no- . 
tice of. (Chapter xx) As Jeſus taught in the 
temple, the chief prieſts and the ſcribes came to 
Him with the elders, and aſked him by what au- 
thority he did thoſe things? Ts this Jeſus 
replies by another queſtion, * Was the baptiſm 
of John of heaven, or of men? They atifwered 
they could not tell whence it was. Neither, 
fays Jeſus, tell I you by what * 1 do 
theſe things.” This is generally eſteemed a 
mere evading the queſtion, and taking advan- 
tage of thelr inability of anſwering im to re- 
fuſe to anſwer em. A ſhift quite below the 
digtiity of his divine character. It had been 

more 
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more decent to have denied anſwering at firſt; 
But the fine addreſs ſeems not to be taken. 
The anſwer was a ſatisfactory one on the chief 
prieſts own principles. Obſerve how the caſe 
ſtands. The chief priefts and the ſeribes came 
to him as he was teaching in the temple.” They 
were, without all queſtion, a deputation from 
the Sanhedrim, who either had, or were then 
univerſally allowed to have, the right of in- 
quiriag into the credentials of all who pretend- 
ed to come from God: or, to try the ſpirits 
of the prophets. Here then was the dilemma. 
Jeſus profeſſed to ſubmit to the eſtabliſhed au- 
thority, and yet it was too early to own his 
meſſiahſhip. What was to be done? Why, with 
an addreſs and preſence of mind, altogether di- 
vine, he aſked them about the authority of 
John, who pretended to be a meſſenger from 
God and his forerunner. But they, not owning 
his authority, and yet, for fear of the people 
not daring expreſsly to diſclaim it, they anſwer. 
ed, © they could not tell whence his authority 
was.” This was the point Jeſus watched for; 
and we are to ſuppoſe him anſwering them in 
this convincing manner: © If you come from the 
Sanhedrim, whoſe authority I acknowledge, to 
inquire into my miſſion, I apprehend, that 
there is no neceſſity even on the principles of 
the Sanhedrim for that body to come to a de- 
termination in the point. For the miſſion of 
John, who was before me, is, it ſeems, a quel- 
tion yet uhdetermined in that body ; why then 
ſhould 
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ſhould not mine? Beſides, John profeſſed him- 
ſelf the forerunner of me. Order and equity 
therefore require, that his pretenſions be firſt ex- 
amined, if the examination be neceſſary; and 
till theſe two objections be removed, I may 
without any diſobedience to the authority of 
the Sanhedrim, decline telling you by what au- 
thority I do theſe. things.”* 

With my humble ſervice to Mrs. Doddridge, 
| Dear Sir, 
Your moſt affectionate friend, 

and humble ſervant, 
W. WarBuRTON. 


I received your excellent Sermon on the Fire 
at Wellingborough. 


LA 9 * ” * 


L << TMR 
From ak SAME, 


* DEAR SIR, July 1, 1740. 
Have been long a debtor for your obliging 
favour of the 16th of Feb. paſt. But I 

have been about two months in London fince 

that time, where I was in a conſtant hurry ; and 
this threw me ſo much back that 1 have been 
a8 


<> ns Doderidge's Family Expoſitcr, nete (// on Luke 
xx. 8. 8 : | 
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ns buſy fince I came home. The truth is, you 
and I are not on the foot of ceremony, there- 
fore I treſpaſs upon you in a manner I would 
not do to a common acquaintance. I hold my- 
ſelf peculiarly unlucky, We were within a very 
little of one another this ſpring at Oakham ; 
where your perſon and talents drew the parti- 
cular regard of. ſtrangers, and by that means F 
accidentally heard you had juſt then been there. 
But Mr. Pope and I have laid a kind of 
ſcheme for meeting at Oxford the latter end of 
the ſummer, and if that holds, I ſhall be wiſe 
enough not to _ taking Norton in 
my way. 

I ſhould ſay, were I not part of the ſubject 
of the Epigram, that it was as good a one as 
ever was made; and why may not I lay it 
though I am? 

The ſecond volume of the Divine 1 
goes ſlowly on: but I hope to have it out next 
winter. I am impatient, and my Mother is 
more ſo, for the ſecond volume of your Ex- 
poſitor. She has read your firſt three or four 
times over. Yet was very unwilling to lend- it 
lately for a month to a gentleman, whom ſhe 
thinks ought rather to have bought one. But 
thoſe who take up their religion on truſt are ge- 
nerally for borrowing their learning. 

I have received the kind preſent of your Ser. 
mon on the Faſt, and it is what I am accuſ- 
tomed to find your things, an excellent one. 


The paragraph concerning the peculiar providence 
of 
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of the Jews I particularly attended to. You 
are ſurely right. You ſpeak with ſome. di. 
dence, I hope to ſhew you might have ſpoke 
more poſitively. The circumſtance of mult;piying 
chariots and: horſes, the Biſhop of Sarum will be 
pleaſed with. It is a favourite point with him. 
F am much obliged: to you for the relation 
of Count Zinzendorf. I find he is a perfect 
enthuſiaſt, So that I have very little farther 
curioſity. about the Moravian church. You can 
oblige me with a matter of infinitely more im- 
portance, and that is a Sketch, of your method 
of Academical Education; which I know enough 
of you to be aſſured muſt be excellent. The 
ſtudies of humanity and divinity, as J am fure 
you direct them, are the two barriers to fana- 
ticiſm. and irreligion. You may believe there- 


fore I long much to have a particular account 


of them. And you do me but juſtice in con- 
ſidering me, as you ſay you do, when you write 
to me, as. your entire. friend. 

That I conſider you as ſuch you will perceive 
by what I am going to tell you. Young Mr. 
— whom you mentioned once to me in a let- 
ter, came to me two years ago in London, as 
from profeſſor. Blackwell, whom 1 think he call- 
ech his relation. On which account I received 
him with great civility and openneſs; introdu- 
ced him into good company; and he was by 
no means backward in making acquaintance, But 
1 was. no- ſooner gone, than he uſed me in a 


very indecent. manner before this very company, 


to 
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to which on my ſcore he had been welcome: 
who therefore withdrew their countenance and 
acquaintance from him. When Dr. Middleton. 
came to town the year after, this gentleman 
came to him, as he had done to me, and was 
received in the ſame manner; when my friends 
told him how he had uſed me, and how they 
reſented it. Fhe Dr. therefore withdrew him- 
ſelf from him likewiſe. This time I was in 
town, I met the young gentleman accidentally | 
in the ſtreet, who accoſted me in the free man- 
ner I had indulged him in. But then, having 
been - informed of his behaviour, I treated him 
with great coldneſs : and after walking with him 
the length of the ſtreet, parted from him. A 
year and half ago, I received a kind but com- 
plaining letter from profeſſor Blackwell, that he 
heard not from me, and that he feared I had 
forgot him: which letter I immediately anſwer- 
ed in the friendly manner it deſerved. Since 
that time I have never heard from him; fo. am 
a little ſuſpicious of his pupil's having done 
ſome ill office between us: for if he would 
uſe me thus freely with my intimate acquain- 
tance in London, what might one not expect 
from his repreſentations at ſo great a diſtance, 
where his falſehoods could not be eafily detect- 
ed. If you hold any correſpondence with pro- 
feſſor Blackwell, L ſhould be much obliged to 
you to give him a repreſentation of this caſe; not 
by way of complaint from a friend, but cau- 
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tion to one.“ I am, dear Sir, with my own 
and my Mother's beſt * to you and Mrs. 


Doddridge, 
Your moſt affectionate friend. brother, 
and faithful humble ſervant, 
W. WarBuRToON. 


„ 
FROM THE a 


DE AR SIR, Feb. 2, 1740—1. 
Had the pleaſure of yours of the 22d paſt, 
after a very long and unkind ſilence. I 
did not hear of your illneſs, and J rejoice in 
your recovery. I will in my turn, force you 


to 


»Dr. Doddridge in anſwer to the above; taken from his 
ſhort hand on the back of Mr. W's, letter. — I ſaw 
Mr. — the very day after I received your account. And 
though I did not think it proper to read him your let- 
ter, I could not forbear hinting what related to him in 
it, He aſſured me, that the gentleman who repreſented 
what he ſaid of you after you left the company, muſt 
have miſunderſtood him. And indeed, he has -always 
ſpoke of you in ſo reſpectful a manner to me and every 
body elſe, where I could trace the converſation, that I 
hope it was a miſtake. But if it were not, I beg you 
would forgive him, and place it to my account. And 
though I ſhall never have an opportunity of forgiving 


vou any thing, I will endeavour to make it out another 


way by loving you, if I can, ſo much the better,” 
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to a ſpeedy anſwer. For I defire the favour 
of you, that you would ſend me all the 
texts in the Old and New Teſtament, which 
you know, either to be urged by others, or that 
you yourſelf think have any weight, towards 
proving that a future ſtate was taught by the 
moſaic diſpenſation. It will be neceſſary for me 
to examine thoſe texts, and I myſelf can find 
ſo few. in the Bible, that I ſuſpe& the point I 
have to maintain prejudices me ſo as to hin- 
der my diſcernment. This therefore will be of 
great uſe to me. And I do not know any one 
more capable of giving me this aſſiſtance. But 
to ſhorten the trouble I give you, you need 
only mark the texts in a liſt, except where the 
inference from the text is ſo fine, that you may 
reaſonably ſuſpect I cannot ſee it. The ſooner 
you do this the greater will be the favour. Nor 
need you mark, who it is that employs each 
text in this argument, for I do not intend to 
take any particular notice of any one on this 
head. 

You are the. firſt who giyes me the agree- 
ble news of your Second Volume. But that it 
has not been yet delivered to my bookſeller is 
very certain, Now I know it is publiſhed, I 
ſhall take care to ſend for it; and make no 


doubt, but it will afford us as much delight 


and inſtruction as we received from the firſt. 
The regard you ſhewed to my Mother in her 
favourite part of the work is very obliging. 
She had been often enquiring after the ſecond 
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yolume with great impatience, ſo that the news 
was received with great pleaſure, and ſhe charges 
me to make her compliments on this occaſion, 
I am glad you think any hints I gave you 
worthy of appearing in ſo valuable a work. 
You were maſter of them in what manner you 
thought fit, and you uſed me with too much 
ceremony and deference. I have reaſon to aſk 
your pardon for being freer with your name 
than you would chooſe to be with mine: for 
I had occaſion to quote a paragraph of yours 
of a paſſage in the evangeliſts, But the truth 
was, I wanted your authority to ſupport what 
I was upon, and you had no want of mine. 
I am very confident your abridging the Biſhop 
of Sarum's fourth Diſſertation will be a very 
agreeable thing to him, For it is a favourite 
point with him. I have in the ſecond volume 
had occaſion to ſpeak of the projubition of Cavalry, 
but whether in a manner he will like fo well 
I know not: though I think I have made it 
appear, the Iſraelites could never have con- 
quered Canaan from the ſeven nations by hu- 
man force alone, with only infantry. But J 
give other momentous reaſons for the prohibi- 
tion, beſides manifeſting the divine power, 
What you ſay about Mr. — is extremely 
obliging. I could eaſily do much greater mat- 
ters for you than forgetting the treatment I 
complained of. I therefore heartily forget it, 
and defire you would aſſure him of my eſteem 
and beſt reſpects. But as trifling as what I give, 
and 
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and what you aſk is, that you may not think 
it to be altogether nothing, I can aſſure you 
I have reaſon to be as confident of the fact, 
as if I myſelf had been an eye and ear-yitneſs 
of it. But he is a very young man, and ſuch 
a ſlip is pardonable enough, as ſoon as ever 
one begins to be ſenfible of it. 

And now, dear Sir, I am to thank you for 
your friendly and obliging concern for my re- 
putation. What you obſerve of that abſurd. ac- 
count of my firſt volume in the Yorks of the 
Learned, is exactly true. I believe there never 
was ſo nonſenſical a piece of ſtuff. put toge- 


ther. But the Journal in general is a moſt 


miſerable one; and, to the opprobrium of our 
country, we haye neither any better, nor, 1 be- 
lieve, any other. And that this will never grow 
better I dare be confident, but by ſach an ac- 
cidental favour as this you deſign it.“ I alto- 
N: 2 gether 


2 Extract from a Letzet of Dr. Doddridge 10 Mr. War- 


bers. —* And now, Sir, 1 will tell, you what I meant 
by extorting an anſwer, It is this. I am far from, be- 
ing pleaſed with the magner in which the Extracts from 
Books, are generally made in the Works of the, Learned, 
and other monthly -papers of that kind. I think, it would 


be more for the credit of our nation abroad, and the 


improvement of it at home, that theſe. accounts ſhould 
be a kind of Abridgenent. of the moſt; material things 
contained in books of importance; which might gixe 
thoſe, who have never read them, ſome. idea of their 


contents, and, revive in thoſe, who have read them, an 


impreſſion of their moſt material paſſages. This 4s what 
1 would eſpecially wiſh, Where ſo valuable a book as yours 
is 
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gether approve of the method you propoſe to 
take in abſtracting it; and Robinſon, I dare 
ſay, will not preſume to alter a word: I am 
ſure I would not: and therefore my ſeeing it 
before he prints it will be needleſs. I will take 
care you ſhall have a copy ſent you before pub- 
lication. I propoſe to have it out about Eaſter : 
and yet, to my ſhame, I muſt tell you, though 
it conſiſts of three books, the firſt is not yet 
entirely printed; and the far greateſt part of 
the other two, I have not yet compoſed. To 
let you into this myſtery, I muſt acquaint you 
with my faults and imperfections, the common 
occaſion of all prophane myſteries. I am natu- 
rally very indolent, and apt to be diſguſted with 
what has been any time in. my hands or thoughts. 
When I publiſhed my firſt volume, I intended 

to 


is in queſtion, And though where every thing is ſo charm- 
ing as this ſecond volume will be, if it be like the firſt, 
it is difficult to know what to omit, and conſequently 
how to abridge it: yet if you pleaſe to truſt me, I 
will do my beſt, and buſy as I am, will in two or three 
ſucceſſive articles give ſuch an abſtract of it, as may do it 
the leaſt wrong; and till ſome tranſlation of it can be 
made, give the learned world abroad the juſteſt notion 
of its deſign, which ſo narrow limits will permit. Now, 
if you think this little piece of friendſhip worth your 
acceptance, I beg you would let me know, and that 
you would order the ſecond volume in ſheets to be ſent 
me as ſoon as it is printed off; at the ſame time let- 
ting the author of his paper know, that the affair is 
lodged in my hands, and conſequently, that he is to 
wait for the firſt article from me, which I will diſpatch 
as ſoon as poſſible. 
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to ſet about the remainder immediately, but 
found ſuch a Qiſguſt to an old ſubject, that 1 
deferred it from month to month, and year to 
year: till at length, not being able to conquer 
my liſtleſneſs, I was forced to have recourſe to 
an old expedient. That is, begin to ſet the 
preſs on work, and ſo oblige myſelf unavoidably 
to keep it a going. I began this project laſt 
year, but grew weary again before I had half 
got through the firſt book: and there it ſtuck 
till juſt now, when I ſet it a going again; and 
have abſolutely promiſed the bookſeller to ſup- 
ply him conſtantly with copy, till the whole vo- 
lume is printed, and to get it ready by Lady- 
day. So that now I hurry through it in a 
ſtrange manner: and you may expe& to find 
it as incorrect as the former, and for the ſame 
reaſon, Yet I had reſolved againſt ſerving this 


volume ſo: and till my evil nature prevailed, . 


and I find at length it is in vain to ftrive 
with it. I take no pride, I will afſure you, 
in telling you my infirmities. I confeſs myſelf 
as to a friend without any manner of affectation. 
And that you may fee it is ſo, I would not 
have you think that natural indolence alone 
makes me thus play the fool. Diſtractions of 
various kinds, inſeparable from human life, join- 
ed with a naturally melancholy habit, contribute 
greatly to increaſe my indolence, and force me 
often to ſeek in letters, nothing but mere a- 
muſement. This makes my reading wild and 
deſultory: and I ſeek refuge from the uneaſi- 
N 3 | neſs 
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neſs of thought from any book let it be what 
it will, that can engage my attention. There 
is no one Whoſe good opinion I more vahie 
than yours. And the marks you give me of 
it make me fo vain, that I was reſolved to 
humble myſelf in making you this conftflion. 
By my manner of writing upon ſubjects you 
would naturally imagine, they afford me plea. 
ſure and attach me thoroughly. I will aſſure 
you, No, I have amuſed myſelf much in hu- 
man learning to wear away the tedious hours 
inſeparable from a melancholy habit. But no 
earthly thing gives me pleaſure, but the ties 
of natural relation, and the friendſhip of gdod 
men. And for all views of happineſs, I have 
no notion of ſuch à thing, but in the proſpects 
which revealed religion affords us. You fee 
how 1 treat you, as if you were my confeſſor. 
You are in a more ſacred relation to me; 1 
regard you as my Friend, * Se 
It gives me pleafurt to heat, Mr. Doddridge 
is likely to eſcape the fmall pok, and the mort: 
ſo, as you tell me the diſtemper has been ſo 
fatal, We have it how, and Have had it for 
ſome time in the village from whehce I write, 
(for though my letters fre directed to Newark, 
in this neighbourhood, 1 refide perpetually upon 
my rectory.) About forty have had the 'diftem- 
per, and all recoyered but two, who, without 
my knowledge, ſent for an Apothecary, Who 
Toon did their buſineſs. But 1 have taken care 
for the future, that thoſe WEO die of it fall 
1 75 \ . 
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die a natural death. The very ſame caſe hap- 
pened here three years ago. The fame number 
then had it, and but two died, and of the ſame 
diſtemper, —the Apothecary. You will judge by 
this, I am. in a good air. The place ſtands be- 
tween a low and an high country ; the different 


airs of which are ſo excellently tempered, that 


it keeps the place in great health. 

I have heard of Mr. Lowman's Book on the 
Civil Government of the Hebrews, but have not 
read it, and decline doing ſo till the preſent 
ſubject be out of my hands for many reaſons, 
His Book on the Revelations I never heard of, 
I am much obliged to you for the recommend- 
ation of Mr. Grove's Sermons. 

My Mother, I bleſs God, continues in a to- 

lerable ſtate of health. 
1 am glad you have been at the Princeſs's 
Court. The manner of your reception was 
not to be queſtioned. You did wiſely in pro- 
viding againſt the offer of a preſent; which 
would have been infinitely below you. 

Dr. Taylor 'is an eminent phyſician, and very 
much your ſervant. I am, 

Dear Sir, | 
Your moſt affectionate brother and friend, 
and faithful humble ſervant, 


W. WARBURTON. 


My. reſpects to good Mrs. Doddridge. I long 
much to ſee you both, and it ſhall go hard 
with me, but I will ſee you this | ſummer, if it 


y_ God. 


N 4 LETTER 
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re I. 
FROM THE SAME. 


| L March 3, 17414 

DEAR AND WORTHY FRIEND, | 

Should have not been ſo long in making 

my due acknowledgments for your laſt kind 
preſent of your excellent Sermons, as I have 
- found them, had I not been from home when 
they came, and I am but now juſt returned, 

In November Mr. Pope ſent me ſo preſſing 
an invitation to come to him to Mr. Allen's 
near Bath, ſeconded by ſo kind an invitation 
of that good man, that I could not decline a 
long tedious winter journey, by London. I ſtay- 
ed at Wideombe in the moſt agreeable retired 
ſociety with two excellent perſons, fo very dear 
to me, till after the Chriſtmas-holy-days. The 
principal occaſion and fruits of my going, 1 
hope you will ſee (inter nos) in a little time. 
My health was then but very indifferent ; prin- 
cipally owing to a bilious'. indigeſtion, which I 
had been long troubled with; and which the 
late writers againſt . me will tell you J have 
given public proofs of: however it is well for 
them, that I can digeſt their uſage of me. For 
this diſorder the phyſicians at Bath adviſed me 
to drink the waters. I followed their advice, 
and the waters were brought hot from Path 


* 
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every morning for me to drink in bed, which 
I received ſo much benefit from, that Mr. Al- 
len would engage me to promiſe to take the 
firſt opportunity of returning to them. 

From Widcome I returned with Mr. Pope 


to London. Where my unſettled affairs with my 


Bookſeller's Executor detained me till almoſt 
now. My accounts with Mr. G — were altoge- 
ther unſettled. And as I had made no agree- 
ment with him, nor aſſigned any copy, they 
were altogether at my mercy for all the pro- 
fits, farther than the bookſeller's allowance, as 


it is called, But with regard to my friendſhip 


for the deceaſed, I aſked only half the clear pro- 
fits of the editions fold, and two thirds of a 
third edition of the firſt volume of the Divine 
Legation, and a ſecond edition of the ſecond 


volume, juſt going to preſs when G— died: 


for I ſaw no reaſon my favours ſhould be en- 
tailed on a rich family that wanted nothing. 
This laſt demand of two thirds ſtuck with them, 
and after much ill uſage in delaying me from 
time to time, they preſſed I ſhould be con- 
tented with half the profits, both for the edi- 
tions ſold and unſold : which, againſt the advice 
of my friends, 1 rather choſe to comply with, 
than go to law; though it was a clear caſe, 


and I had Mr, Murray“ for my ſtanding counſel 


without' 


Now the venerable Earl of Mansfeld; to whom in 
1758, he dedicated a new edition of the ſecond part of 
the Divine Legationz ** which Dedication deſerves to 
be read by every perſon who eſteems the well-being of 
ſociety as a coucern of any importance,” 
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without fees. But I have followed the old 


adage, dimidium plus toto. However I have tied 
them from printing any more than theſe editi- 
ons, and only a moderate number of them, and 
have got a legal acknowledgment of the entire 
copy-right in myſelf. 

Another thing, which will be as unconcerning 


? 2 piece of news to you as all this, I will men- 


tion to you. My friends have prevailed with 
me to publiſh my large Critical Remarks on 
Shakeſpear. I was too, as it were, neceſſitated 
to this -on account of the behaviour of Sir 
Thomas Hanmer, who has had my papers, and 
is preparing ſomething towards an edition with- 
out any communication with me. 

And now let me enquire concerning your 
health, and that of good Mrs. Doddridge's (whom 
never mention but with the greateſt regard, 
and never think of but with the higheſt eſteem) 


and of the reſt of your family. I hope you 


ſtill continue well, and that you particularly are 
bleſſed with the ſame vigour of mind and chear- 


fulneſs of temper, (the effects of your virtue 


and piety,) which ſo well enable you to go 
through ſo much buſineſs, to the benefit of 
all you are concerned with, or who have the 
fenſe or virtue to- be concerned with you, I 
mean thoſe who read your writings. 

Have you ſeen the late Sermon preached be- 
fore the Commons laſt goth of January ? Did 
you ever ſee ſuch a one? or will you ever ſee 
ſuch another? But if I once fancy myſelf con- 

verſing 
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verſing with you, I ſhould tire vou with queſ- 

tions. I therefore recommend myſelf at once 

to your beſt affections. I defire always to have 
your prayers, and am, 

Dear Sir, 

Your moſt affectionate brother, 

and faithful humble ſervant, - 

W. WarBuRTON, 


Mr. Allen promiſes that we ſhall ſoon have 
a direct conveyance by the poſt between this 
place and Northampton, for I complained much 
of the long circuit by AN | 


— «+» — . * % #% - Pe 1. 
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T 
FROM THE SAME. 


DEAR SIR; April 22, 1741. 
Deferred. acknowledging your laft favour till 
both my Mother and I had read your ſe- 
cond volume. The greateft thing I can ſay of 
it is, that it is equal to the firſt, and the trueſt 
thing 1 can fay of both, * {OY ſurpaſs any 
thing of the kind. 
You will receive in a very little time my 
2 volume. 1 have wrote to Robinſon as 
directed concerning the Extracts. When 
arr ſee the book you will find what a trick 
N have been played: in the moſt impudent 
piece 
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piece of plagiariſm that perhaps ever was known 
at any time. The ſtory is ſo ungrateful to 
me that I cannot think of telling it twice. You 
will ſee it in an advertiſement prefixed. Pray 
give it in ſome proper place one ſtroke of your 
pen. The man has fooliſhly ruined his character. 
But what then? The proving him a ſcoundrel 
is putting him in the way to thrive. It is a 
Gentleman too and of condition, one Coventry, 
author of Philemon to Hydaſpes, to whom I ſhew- 

ed ſome ſheets, and he has ſtolen my general 
plan of the Hieroglyphics, &c, in a quarto con- 
verſation juſt publiſhed. You will wonder I 
| thoi.'d let ſuch a fort of writer ſee any thing 
of mine. - But ſuſpend your cenſure till I tell 
you the whole hiftory when J ſee you. 

The author of Theophanes Cantabrigienſis is 
a young man whoſe name is Squire, fellow of 
St. John's of that univerſity. All I have ſeen 
of Morgan is in that pamphlet, and for my 
part I am amazed that any one ſhould think 
it worth while 'to anſwer the moſt ſenſeleſs and 
abandoned ſcribler that ever came from Bedlam- 
or the Mint, It ſeems Mr. Chandler either 
has or will . anſwer him, being provoked and 
challenged to it by Morgan ; who gets his bread 
by this infamous practice. 

You have ſeen Middleton's Tully. The laſt 
ſection is a ſtrange ſuperficial thing. His ac- 
count of the Academic Se& and Tully's ſenti- 
ments are oppoſed to mine. For which reaſon 
he ſhewed it me in manuſcript. I only defire 

| | mine 
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mine and his may be always read together. He 
gives an account of the Academy from the apo- 
logies of the Academics themſelves ; and by the 
ſame way I could acquit the Pyrrhonians them. 
ſelves of Scepticiſm. I ſay they pretended to 
ſearch for the probable in order to determine their 
judgment, but never found it. He fays they 
did find it. Lucian thought otherwiſe, who in 
his true hiſtory, ſpeaking of the Happy Iſlands, 
and how they were peopled from this world, 
fays, the ancient Greek Sects were all to be 
found there except the New Academy; who 
{till ſtuck in the neighbourhood, and obſtinately 
refuſed to ſet one foot in the Iſland : for truly 
they had not yet found it probable whether it 
was an Iſland or no, 

My beſt reſpets and my Mother's to >. good 
Mrs. Doddridge, conclude me, 

Dear Sir, 


Your moſt affectionate brother and friend, 
W. WarBURTON, 


Fr. 


FrRoM THE SAME. 


DEAR SIR, May 12, 1741. 
Have a great many thanks to make you 

for your obliging letter of the 27th paſt. 
I beg you would be ſo good to take a place 


for 
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for me in the Northampton coach for Wed- 
| neſday the 27th inſtant. 1 propoſe to be at 
Ketterin on Monday the 25th at noon, and 
ſhould be extremely obliged to you for a ſeat 
in your chair, that I may fend my horſes back 
from Kettering. 

I hope you have receiyed the Sheets from 
Mr, G. or the greater part of them, You will 
find by the concluſion, why I was fo large in 
the beginning concerning Lie roglyphics, &c. 
They ord me the opportunity and means of 
ſettli two moſt important points, the com- 
mand 4% Abraham, and the nature. of double en- 
ſes of prophecies. The firſt has been long the 
ſtumblin block of infidelity. The other, on 
which the meſſiahſhip of Jeſus depends, 
with a ſtrange degree of raſhneſs and madneſs, 
been given up by ſome. pretended advocates. for 
chriſtianity : particularly by Dr. Sykes in a late 
Book,? which I take to be in all reſpects the 
very worſt he ever wrote. Beſides his attack 
on double ſenſes, which I have examined, he had 
a little fling at my account of the Philoſophers 
in the firſt — —5 which I have animadvert- 
ed on in a, poſtſcript at the end of the ap- 
pendix againſt a Lawyer who wrote a Book 
about a future State, belieyed by the Ancients. ＋ 

This 


*. The principles and e of natural and reveal- 
£4 rehgion. 

t.J. Tillard, Eſq. See EY account of him in the 
Afiecdotes of Bowyer, p. 168. 
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This is a man of fortune, and it is well he is 


ſo, for I have ſpoiled his trade as a writer, 


And, as he was both very abufive, free-think- 
ing, and anonymous, I have not ſpared to ex- 
poſe his ignorance and ill-faith. As for Dr. 
Sykes, I had in the firſt edition of my firſt 
volume hinted my diſapprobation of that, miſer- 
able diſcourſe on the Demoniacs. I did not then 
know he was the author. Being afterwards in- 
formed of it by ſome of his friends, who com- 
plained of it, I ſtruck the paſſage out of the 
ſecond edition. It appears this did not fatisfy 
Dr. Sykes. He would have his revenge. And 


you ſee what it is come to. I was only a- 


mazed he could not fay ſomething more plau- 


ſible and more learned againſt my opinion of 
the Philoſophers. It is certainly that part of 


the firſt volume againſt which moſt might be 


ſaid. | 

When I hear you complain of the want of 
Government in your Academy, it only puts me 
in mind of the Miſer, who, as his endleſs ſtores 
increaſe, keeps terrifying himſelf with the fears 


of want. I have juſt received a viſit from a 


French gentleman of Paris, whom I could not 
prevent giving himſelf the trouble of a journey 
into Lincolnſhire by all I could fay. He ap- 
pears to be an extraordinary perſon; a man of 
large fortune and an Advocate of the Parliament 
of Paris, though a zealous roman catholic, yet 
the moſt reaſonable one I have ever met with, 
He has tranſlated the Aliance and the firſt 


volume 
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volume of the Divine Legation into French, un- 
der the title of *, between Religion, Politics, 
and Morality, and has thrown them into ten 
Diſſertations. And what is moſt extraordinary, 
the two laſt contain my diſcourſe of the Alliance, 
together with long quotations from Boſſuet, &c. 
He tells me my principles differ very little from 
thoſe of the maintainers of the Liberty of the Galli- 
can Church. I his will make you laugh, and fortify 
you in your contempt of the principles of the 
Alliance. How unlucky was I that the Alliance 
Was not wrote when the late Archbiſhop enter- 
tained that wiſe project of an union with the 
Gallican Church, in which he and ſome Doctors 
of the Sorbonne had proceeded fo far as to agree 
on preliminary articles; one of which I remem- 
ber was, leaving the matter of the real pre- 
ſence undetermined. One of the moſt remark- 
able effects of this projet was Courayer's writ-. 
ings and baniſhment. However he has got 
more by coming here than he could have got 
in peace at home: and much more by writing 
for our ordination than he would have got by 
writing for our faith. But to be ſure he de- 
ſerves it all by ſo much endeavouring i in all his 
writings to give us a good opinion of moderate 
French popery z a ſecurity I ſuppoſe againſt our 
falling in love with the worſt kind of popery, 
the Engl. 

My 


* Letter torn, 
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Mine and my Mother's beſt reſpects to you 
and Mrs. Doddridge concludes me, 
e Dear Sir, 
Your moſt affectionate friend 
and very humble ſervant, 
W. WAR BURTON. 


E 


FROM THE SAME. 


DEAR SIR, May 28, 1741. 
FTVHIS day ſevennight Mr. Gyles gave Mr. 
Fowler himſelf the remaining ſheets, which 

J ſuppoſe you have received by this time. 
After an extremely fatiguing journey in the 
ſtage coach with very indifferent company, in- 
creaſed by worſe taken up on the road, I reach- 
ed Mr. Gyles's between eight and nine laſt night. 
I have abundance of thanks to return for 
the very friendly entertainment I met with at 


Northampton, from you and your excellent lady. 


I muſt tell you frankly, you have more hap- 
pineſs than comes to the ſhare of one man, 
and to make it the more exquiſite, of ſeveral 
kinds. Providence has treated you with a feaſt 
of many courſes : which none but a good Levite 
under the old law, when the diſpenſation was 
exact, could fairly pretend to. That you may 
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long enjoy every part of it, eſpecially “ that 
laſt and beſt — which ſhares and doubles all the 
reſt,” is the earneſt prayer of, 
Dear Sir, 
Your ei affectionate brother and friend, 
W. WarBuURTON. 


nn 
| FrRoM THE SAME, 


DEAR SIR, London, June 6, 1741. 

Received your kind letter of the 31ſt paſt, 

on my coming from Twickenham with Mr. 
Pope, whither I am juſt now returning. 

I am deli ghted to hear of your purpoſe of 
meeting me at Cambridge, and ſhall certainly 
let you know the preciſe time of my going 
thither ; which yet I cannot poſſibly determine, 
Mr. Pope and I having ſeveral ſmall excurſions 
to make of uncertain motion. 

I received a letter the other day from Dr. 
Taylor, who lets me underſtand the high ſatiſ- 
faction he took in his Journey to Northampton 
and his acquaintance with you. And how the 
evening after he left you he had that pleaſure 
_ contraſted by a very different ſort of man, one 
Stukeley* of Stamford, a Dr. too in his way. 

I think here is no literary news, But I can 

tell 


The Antiquarian, 
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tell you of a certainty that Carthagena is either 
taken or redeemed at a large price. 

Adieu, my dear friend, and with my beſt 
reſpects to good Mrs. Doddridge and the young 
ladies, believe me to be 

Your moſt affectionate friend and brother, 
W. WARBURTON. 


CBT TE 


From THE SAME, 


DEAR SIR, London, June 25, 174m. 
"HEN your laſt kind letters with the 
diſcourſe came to London, I was on a 
ramble with Mr, Pope up and down, and a- 
mongſt other places at Oxford.“ From whence 
I am but juſt returned. I have read over your 
fine abſtrat+ with great pleaſure. It is too good 
for the journal, I ſhall reſerve it for my uſe 
where I recapitulate my long general argument 
at the end of the third volume, where it will 
be of uſe to me. And the rather, becauſe the 
ſecond volume having had a quick fale, the 
book is ſo well diſperſed and known that an 
account of it in the journal is the leſs neceſſary. 
O 2 My 
* See ſome curious particulars of this excurſion to Ox- 
ford in the Anecdotes of Bowyer, p. 435 


+ See note in Letter LI. 
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My worthy friend Mr. Caryl* tells me you 
have been at Cambridge. And is ſo won with 
his new acquaintance, that he expreſſes himſelf 
to me in theſe words, which for once I will 
not ſcruple to tranſcribe from his letter. Dr. 
Doddridge ſpent a couple of days here laſt week. 
I ſhewed him all the civility I could, at firſt 
indeed merely as a friend of yours, but it ſoon 
became the reſult of my own inclinations, He 
favoured me with much curious converſation ; 
and if I judge right is a man of preat parts 
and learning, and of a candid and communica- 
tive temper. I now reckon him amongſt my 
acquaintance and thank you for him, Mr. — 
the — ſhire clergyman came hither with the 
Pr. By two or three things which dropped from 
him I find he ſuſpects you ſlight his acquain- 
tance; and truly if it were my caſe I ſhould 
continue ſo to do, for betwixt friends, I take 
him to be a mere ſolemn coxcomb.” — You ſee 
what liberty I take with my friend's letter: 
but the pleaſure I had in finding him think of 
you juſt as I do, made me think his words as 
well as his ſentiments my property. I am, 

Dear Sir, 
Your moſt affectionate brother, 
W. WarBuURTON. 


Mater of Jeſus College. 


LETTER 
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ee 
From THE SAME, 


DEAR SIR, Auguſt 5, 1741. 
Have received the very valuable preſent of 
your Ten Sermons,* which I have read with 
much pleaſure and improvement; they are ex- 
cellent: and I have the additional obligation 
and pleaſure of finding the author of the Di- 
vine Legation honoured by your friendly mention 
of him. You ſpeak of your Sermons on Re- 
generation ;+ and a farther proſecution of that 
O 3 ſubject 


In 1736, Dr. Doddridge publiſhed Ten Sermons on 
the Power and Grace of Chriſt, and the Evidences of 
his glorious Goſpel. The three laſt, on the Evidences 
of the Goſpel, were, in ſome later editions, by the par- 
ticular defire of one of the firſt dignitaries of the church 
of England, printed ſo as to be had ſeparate from the 
former, They contain a ſufficient defence of chriſtianity, 
and are well adapted to the uſe of thoſe, whoſe office 
calls them to defend it. It gave the author ſingular 
pleaſure to know, that theſe ſermons were the means 
of convincing two gentlemen of a liberal education and 
diſtinguiſhed abilities, who had been deiſts, that chriſ- 
tianity was true and divine: and one of them, who had 
- ſet himſelf zealouſly to prejudice others againſt the evi- 
dences and contents of the Goſpel, became a zealous 
preacher and ornament of the religion he had once de- 
nied and deſpiſed, Life, p. 118. 


+ In 1741, He publiſhed ſome Practical Diſcourſes 
on Regeneration, He was ſenſible of the importance 


of the ns at all times; and — that ſeveral 
con» 
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ſubje& under the title of the Riſe and Progreſs 
of Religion in the Soul. I think you need make 
no apology for writing ſo many things on prac- 
tical ſubjects. They are, when well wrote, by 
far the moſt uſeful to the intereſts of chriſti- 
anity, as vaſt numbers of ſuch tracts are a diſ- 
grace to it, But, without a compliment, I have 
never yet ſeen any write equal to you on prac- 
tical ſubjects. 

As I came down from London 1 dined at 
Bugden with the Biſhop of Lincoln, where 1 
accidentally met with Mr. —. He has a very 
good look, and I believe is a good man, but 
is too trifling where he propoſes to be moſt 
ſerious; for I had his company ſome miles on 
the road, Dr. Newcome, Maſter of St. John's, 
was. much taken with you, but blamed Mr. 
— for not telling him that it was Dr. Doddridge 
of Northampton, becauſe he believes he faid 
ſome things too freely of the diſſenters, | 

| I un- 
controverſies had, about that time, been raiſed con- 
cerning it, he choſe to treat it more largely than he 
had done before; left theſe controverſies ſhould have 
deen the means of unſettling men's minds, and have 
led them into ſome particular errors, or into. a general 
apprehenſion, that it was a mere point of ſpeculation, 
about which it was not neceſſary to form any judgment 
at all. Theſe lectures, being preached on Lord's-day 
evenings, were attended with uncommon diligence, by 
many perſons of different perſuafions; and God was 
pleaſed to make them the means of producing and ad- 
vancing, in ſome who heard them, the change which 


they deſcribed; and fince their publication, they haye 
been uſeſul to the ſame purpoſe, Life, p. 119. 
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J underſtand by a common friend that I have 
much diſguſted Dr. Middleton in what I have 
ſaid of Moſes's fraud, the ſerpent ; and the pa- 
piſts borrowing of the pagans : which laſt par- 
ticular affects him moſt becauſe he is about 
publiſhing a new edition of his Letter from 
Rome. I find he cannot bear contradiction, 
though I did it with the utmoſt candour. Nay, 
he told our common friend Dr, Taylor, that 
there were ſome things in my Vindication (the 
little pamphlet wrote ſoon aſter the publication 
of the firſt volume) which diſpleaſed him; but 
he attributed them to the inſtigation of Biſhop 
— his mortal enenfy. Is not this amazing, 
when he had taken the fame kind of liberty 
with me in his Tully, where he ſpeaks of the 
genius of the Academic Philoſophers, and the 
ſentiments of Tully about a future ſtate. I ſent 
ſuch an anſwer as was proper. Whether he 
will come to a better mind, I cannot tell, but 
you ſhall know when I do. You ſee to what 
diſaſters we authors militant are expoſed. My 
reſpects and ſervice to Mrs. Doddridge. I am, 

Dear Sir, 
Your moſt affectionate friend and brother, 


and obedient humble ſervant, 
W. WARBURTON. 


04 LETTER 
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EST TE RAI. 
FROM THE SAME. 


DEAR. SIR, Feb. 14, 1742—3. 
Should not have been ſo long in making my 
beſt acknowledgments for your laſt kind let- 

ter, had not my abſence from home, and a 
late unhappy domeſtic affair prevented me and 
engroſſed all my thoughts — the misfortunes of 
an excellent fiſter and her children by her huſ- 
band's ill ſucceſs in trade, yet attended to with 
the utmoſt honeſty and ſobriety ; ſo that, to his 
own ruin, he has been a conſiderable benefactor 
to the public while in trade, and his creditors 
at laſt no loſers, but himſelf undone. I do not 
know whether this be an alleviation or aggra- 
vation of the misfortune. But I can tell you 
with the utmoſt truth, that I ſhare with this 
diſtreſſed ſiſter and her children (who all live 
with me) the ſmall revenue it has pleaſed God 
to bleſs me with, with much greater ſatisfaction 
than others ſpend theirs on their pleaſures, I 
do not know how it is, but though I am far 
from being an hero, yet I find Brutus expreſſes 
my exact ſentiments, when he ſays to Cicero, Ali- 
ter ali cum ſuis vivunt. Nihil ego poſſum in Sororis 
mee Liberis facere, quo poſit expleri voluntas mea, 
aut officium. But you will reprove me I know 
for this falſe modeſty in apologizing for this 
compariſon ; and ſay, Where is the wonder, that 
a man 
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a man who pretends to be a chriſtian ſhould 
not come behind a pagan, how great ſoever in 
the performance of moral duties? However 
this may be, I can aſſure you my only con- 
cern on this occaſion was for an incomparable 
Mother, whom I feared the misfortunes of a 
favourite daughter would have too much affected. 
But, I thank God, religion, that religion which 
you make ſuch amiable drawings of in all your 
writings, was more than a ſupport to her, But 
I aſk pardon for talking ſo long of myſelf. 
This is a ſubje& I never chooſe to talk of, yet 
I could not forbear mentioning it to a man I 
ſo much eſteem, and whoſe heart I know to 
be fo right. 

It was with great concern I found Mrs. Dod- 
dridge ſo ill at Bath, I know the grief this 
muſt have occaſioned you. But I know your 
ſufficiency, I truſt in God ſhe has by this time 
received the expected benefit from the waters. 
It was by accident I ſaw her name in Leake's 
book (for then I had not received your laſt) a 
little before I left Mr. Allen's. I viſited her 


twice. The firſt time ſhe was going out to 
drink the waters, the ſecond time a viſiting : 


ſo I had not the pleaſure of much of her com- 
pany. You may be aſſured, I would not hinder 
her the firſt time; and I made a conſcience 
not to do it the ſecond: for it was a new 
acquaintance ſhe was going to make; a matter 
perhaps as uſeful to her amuſement, while ſhe 
ſtayed at Bath, as the other for her health. 

| Thus 
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Thus you ſee, my good friend, we have all 
ſomething to make us think leſs complacently 
of the world. Religion will do great things. 
It will always make the bitter waters of Marah 
wholeſome and palatable. But we muſt not 
think it will uſually turn water to wine, be- 
cauſe it once did ſo. Nor is it fit it ſhould, 
unleſs this were our place of reſt where we 
were to expect the bridegroom. I do the beſt 
L can, and ſhould, I think, do the ſame, if I 
were a mere pagan to make life paſſable, To 
be always lamenting the miſeries of it, or al- 
ways ſeeking after the pleaſures of it, equally 
take us off from the work of our ſalvation. 
And though TI be extremely cautious what fect I 
follow in religion, yet any in philoſophy will 
ferve my turn, and honeſt Sancho Panca's is as 
good as any; who on his return from an im- 
portant commiſſion,” when aſked by his maſter, 
whether they ſhould mark the day with a black 
or 2 white ſtone ; replied, Faith, Sir, if you will 
be ruled by me, with neither, but with good 
brown Ochre. What this philoſopher thought of 
his commiſſion, I think of human life in generah 
good brown Ochre is the complection of it. 

I got home a little before Chriſtmas, after a 
charming philoſophical retirement in a palace 
with Mr. Pope and Mr. Allen for two or three 
months. The gentleman I mentioned laſt is, 

I verily, believe, the greateſt private character 
that ever appeared in any age of the world, 
You fee his munificence to the Bath-Hoſpital. 
This is but a ſmall part of his charities, and 

charity 
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charity but a ſmall part of his virtues. I have 
ſtudied his character even maliciouſly, to find 
where his weakneſs lies: but have ſtudied in 
vain. When I know it, the world ſhall know 
it too for the conſolation of the envious; eſ- 
pecially as I ſuſpe& it will prove to be only 
a partiality he has entertained for me. In a 
word, I. firmly believe him to have been ſent 
by Providence into the world, to teach men 

what bleſſings they might expect from heaven, 
would they ſtudy to deferve them. 

I received your agreeable preſent of your Pu- 
pil's Sermons,* with your Life of him, which 
my nephew has read with great pleaſure, and 
you have both our moſt hearty thanks for it. 
He is now of Jeſus College in Cambridge. 
But I take what care I can myſelf of his edu- 
cation. He is very promiſing, and I hope will 
prove a comfort to an excellent, though unfor. 
tunate Mother. 

Dr. Taylor has juſt now ſhewn me the firſt 
part of your excellent anſwer to Chriſtianity not 
founded on argument; which he highly eſteems, 
and we wait impatiently for the ſecond. 

Will you forgive my concluding without 
overlooking this fad ſcribble, which I ſhould 
be even afraid to do had I time. But now I 
have not a moment more than to conclude 
with my beſt reſpects to Mrs. Doddridge, 

Dear Sir, 
Your moſt affectionate and faithful 
friend and brother, 
W. WAR DVUR TON. 


* By the Rev. Mr. Thomas Steffe. 
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rn LE 


FROM THE SAME, 


DEAR SIR, Prior-Park, 1747. 
Had the favour of your letter, and along 
with it Colonel Gardiner's Life, which I 

have juſt read through with very great plea- 
ſure. Nothing can be better or more judici- 
ous than the writing part. Many conſiderations 
made the ſubject of great importance and ex- 
pediency. The celebration of worthy men who 
ſacrificed themſelves for the ſervice of their 
country; the tribute paid to private friendſhip ; 
the example, particularly to the foldiery, of fo 
much virtue and piety, as well as courage and 
patriotiſm; the ſervice done. to the ſurvivors 
of their families, are ſuch important conſider- 
ations, as equally concern the writer and the 
public. I had a thouſand things to remark in 
it which gave me pleaſure. But I have room 
but for two or three. The diſtinction pu ſettle 
between piety and enthuſiaſm in the 78th page, 
is highly juſt and important, and very neceſſary 
for theſe times, when men are apt to fall into 
the oppoſite extremes. Nor am I leſs pleaſed 
with your obſervations on the mutilated form of 
chriſtianity in the 13oth page: we ſee the terri- 
ble effects of it. The ſame pleaſure your 162d 
and 163d Pages afforded me. Your Hymns 
are truly pious 'and poetical. The note at the 
bottom of page 176, is fine. I entirely agree 


in your ſentiments . the extraordinary 
circum- 
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circumſtance of the good man's converſion. On 
the whole, the book will do you honour, or 


what you like better, will be a bleſſing to you 


by its becoming an inſtrument of public good, 
Mr. Allen, (who is now upon beginning your 
book) Mrs. Allen and my wife join with me 
in our beſt reſpects. I am, Dear Sir, 
With the trueſt eſteem, 
Your moſt affectionate Gian 
W. WarBurToON, 


— * 


LET TER - LEE 


FROM THE SAME, 


DEAR SIR, Bedford-Row, June 10, 1749. 

R. Allen has juſt ſent me your kind 

Letter; and tells me, I am obliged 

to you for your Sermon,* which he commends 

extremely. Your Eſſay on Inſpiration is a well- 
reaſoned and judicious performance. 

I think you do not ſet a juſt value on your- 
ſelf, when you lend your rame or countenance 
to ſuch weak, but well-meaning rapſodies as 
— — This may do well enough with the 
people; but it is the Learned that claim you. 
And though the intermixing, with works of this 
caſt, ſober books of devotion of your own com- 
poſing, becomes your character, and 1s indeed 

your 


on the Peace concluded with France and Spain. 


* — hs — wy J _— 
— cake 


— 


_ — 2 Man ——— ꝑ —2 
3 = Y 7 rer 5 WW Wr 
5 - —— —ę 


2 


— 


= PS 4a. 
. 7 * 
=.» n W + 


26 LETTERS TO AND FROM 


your duty; yet your charity and love of good- 
neſs ſuffer you to let yourſelf down in the o- 
pinion of thoſe you moſt value, and whoſe high 
opinion you have fairly gained by works of 
learning and reaſoning inferior to none. For- 
give me this freedom. 

The Divine Legation I am proceeding with 
in good earneſt, I have been a little diverted 
upon an important ſubject: viz. in writing a 
Diſcourſe to prove the miraculous interpoſition 
of Providence in defeating Julian's attempt to 
rebuild the Temple at Jeruſalem. It is in three 
parts. The firſt to eſtabliſh the truth by hu- 
man teſtimony, and the nature of the fact. 
2. An Anſwer to Objections. 3. An Enquiry | 
into the nature of that evidence which is ſuffi- 
cient to claim a rational aſſent to the miracu- 
lous fact. It is in the preſs, but will not be 
publiſhed till Winter. 

I imagined I had communicated a grief to 
you for the-- greateſt loſs I ever had, in that 
of the beſt parent and woman that ever was.“ 

It 

I have lived ſome time in the world; and, 
bleſſed be God, without giving or taking offence. This 
time has been ſpent in my pariſh church (for I am u 
country clergyman, and rede conſtantly an my cure) 
in the ſervice of my neighbour, in my ſtudy, and in 
the offices of filial piety, 

Wich lenient arts t' extend a Mother's breath, 
Make languor ſmile, and ſmooth the bed of death, 
Explore the thought, explain the aſking eye, 


And keep a while one Parent from the ſky. 
Biſpop Warburton's Works, Vol. vi. p. 12, 13. 
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It yet hangs heavy upon me, and will do ſo 
while I live. God preſerve you in the poſſeſſion 
and enjoyment of all thoſe bleſſings moſt dear 
to you. Which brings me to remember, with 
my beſt compliments, good Mrs. Doddridge, 
and to aſſure you, that I am with the higheſt 
eſteem, | 
| | Dear Sir, 
Your very faithful and affectionate 
humble ſervant, 
W. WaRkBVURTox. 


Fr 


FRou THE SAME. 


DEAR SIR, June 15, 1750. | 


OUR favour of the 17th of May was 

ſent me to London, where I then was, 

and yet am till to-morrow, when JI return to 
Prior-Park. 

I am greatly flattered by your thoughts of 
Julian: becauſe I know the ſincerity of your 
profeſſions. 

Some people of conſideration would perſuade 
me to take to taſk at the end of the ſecond 
volume of Julian a chapter of one Hume on 
Miracles in a rank atheiſtical book called Phi- 
loſophical Eſſays : and as the ſubject of the ſe- 
cond part may be a little tickliſh, perhaps it 


may 


—  _— 


— <—r_—— —— — — — 
0 ty. SS 


— 
Jac 
Ic 


— BY 


- 


* 


208 LETTERS TO AND FROM 


may be prudent to conciliate warm tempers by 
ſuch a concluſion. | 

I was very ſincere in the hint, which you 
are pleaſed to call advice, of my laſt letter; 
as I am in faying that I do not know of any 
thing which your abilities and application are 
not capable of. 

You are very good to enquire after my 
motions. I ſhall be in town either in June 
or July. Towards the decline of ſummer 1 
have ſome thoughts of taking a journey into 
Lincolnſhire. If I do, I may take Northamp- 
ton in my way, and will take my chance of 
finding you at home. 

As to the Di/quifitions 1 will only ſay, that 
the temper, candour and charity with which they 
are wrote are very edifying and exemplary. 
I wiſh ſucceſs to them as much as you can do, 
But I can tell you of certain ſcience, that not 
the leaſt alteration will be made in the ecclefi- 
aſtical ſyſtem. The preſent miniſters were bred 
up under and act entirely on the maxims of 
the laſt, And one of the principal of his was 
not to ſtir what is at reſt, He took a medicine 
for the ſtone that killed him: and on his death- 
bed he ſaid, he fell by the negle& of his own 
maxim. Thoſe at the head of affairs find it 
as much as they can do to govern things as 
they are, and they will never venture to ſet 
one part of the clergy againſt another; the con- 
ſequence. of which would be, that in the brigues 
of political conteſts one of the two parties 

would 
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would certainly fall in with the faction, if we 
muſt call it fo, againſt the court. 
Your truly divine labours are not only more 


excellent, but will certainly prove more fruitful. 


But above all, I join with your friends in 
encouraging you to a ſubſcription; which I 
make no doubt will turn out a conſiderable be- 
nefit. Books of infinitely leſs importance have 
lately done ſo. And J ardently wiſh, that one 
who has deſerved ſo greatly of our common 
chriſtianity, may not have the whole of his re- 
ward to wait for in another life. 

To underſtand that all your good family are 
well, gives me extreme pleaſure. My trueſt 
reſpects to all; and particularly to the young 
gentleman, who is beginning his ſtudies. I muſt 


now hegin to call him my learned friend, and. 


have ſent him a magnificent edition, which no 


money will buy, (I mean they are not to be 


fold) of the Eflay on Man, and Eſſay on Cri- 
ticiſm. Believe me to be ever with the trueſt 
eſteem, 
Your r moſt affectionate friend and brother, 
W. WarBURTON. 
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LETTER IXI. 


FrRoM THE SAME. 


DEAR SIR, Prior-Park, Sept. 2, 1751. 
OUR kind letter gave me, and will give 
Mr. Allen great concern; but for our- 
ſelves, not you. Death, whenever it happens, 
in a life ſpent like yours, is to be envied, not 
pitied, and you will have the prayers of your 
friends, as conquerors have the ſhouts of the 
crowd. God preſerve you; if he continues you 
here, to go on in his ſervice; if he takes you 
to himſelf, to be crowned with glory, 

Be aſſured the memory of our Friendſhip will 
be 2s durable as my life. I order an enquiry 
'to be made of your health from time to time : 
but if you fatigue yourſelf any more in writ- 
ing, it will prevent me that ſatisfaction. I am, 


Dear Sir, 
Your moſt affectionate friend and brother, 
| W. WaxrpuTox. 


LETTER 
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. 
FRoM THE REV, DR. MILES.“ 


Tooting, May 9, 1739. 
REV. AND DEAR SIR, | 
HEN you can afford fo little of your 
time to favour your friends with a few 
lines, I, who am not worthy to be named a- 
mong them, muſt look upon myſelf as doubly 
obliged to you for your letter of the 7th inſtant. 
While I read its contents with pleaſure, I can- 
not help mingling a concern for you; and it 
is not without ſome regret, that I refle& on 
my having done any thing to break in upon 
your valuable hours, when I fear I ſhall not 
be able to recompenſe you. Elſner you will 
receive with this, and it is at your ſervice, 
as long as you want it; as is any other book 
you may defire out of my ſmall collection; 
for I think I ought to deny myſelf, if I can 
be any ways helpful to you, or promote that 
valuable work you have under your hands, — 
I muſt beg leave utterly to diſclaim the name 
of Critic, having had little opportunity, through 
a very uncertain ſtate of health, and other avo- 
cations, for reading. But unfurniſhed myſelf, I 
have endeavoured, as my pocket would afford, 
to procure the learning of others to help me; 
of for 


Fellow of the Royal Society. 
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for indeed I cannot do without a guide. Some- 
times I meet with no ſatisfaction from the moſt 
celebrated writers: and I am ſorry to ſee much 
time and pains ſpent on determining that which 
is of ſmall importance, in compariſon of ſome 
things which are wholly paſt by, or but ſlightly 
touched on. . 

I camot ſufficiently expreſs my thank fulneſs 
to you for the readineſs you ſhew to encourage 
the Charity, which 1 endeavoured according to 
my poor ability to recommend. It is what, 
ever fince I heard of it, T have been much con- 
cerned to fee ſucceed; and it is, I truſt, a good 
omen, that ſo many among us have fo chear- 
fully promoted it. Surely amidſt our juſt com- 
plaints, this may be an encouragement to us, 
that ſo many hearts and hands have been open 
to pity and relieve the neceſſitous, eſpecially as 
they were related to the Miniſters of Jeſus 
Chriſt. May we not look on this, as a token 
for good, and conclude that the gracious pre- 
ſence of God is ſtill with us. 

Too frequent” avocations have robbed me of 
the pleaſure and profit, I ſhould have reaped 
by going through your late excellent work; 
which I cannot but look upon as calculated 
to ſerve all ſerious and _ judicious chriſtians, by 
confirming their faith, and promoting their com- 
fort and holineſs, as far as I have had time 
to converſe with it. And I cannot help ex- 
preſſing my ſatisfaction in the great pains you 
have taken to defend the Sacred Hiſtory againſt 


the 
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the cavils of Infidels by juſt criticiſm. - Our pre- 
ſent circumſtances (God knows) call for ſuch 
endeavours: though many plain, honeſt chriſtians, 
being unapprehenſive of any danger, may think 
them unprofitable. The method you have fallen 
into will be likely to ſerve ſuch valuable ends, 
and will much more than countervalue any ima- 
ginary diſadvantages attending it to common 
readers. One or two I have heard of (as I 
expected I ſhould) who ſeem at a loſs how to 
underſtand your deſign in. harmomzing the evan- 
gelic Hiſtory, expecting (though without ground, 
had they ſeen your propoſals) to have had an 
Expoſition of the four Evangeliſts in the or- 
der of the ſaid Books as they ſtand in the 
New Teſtament. But a little pains and uſe, 
with all the neceſſary helps you have furniſhed 
them with, will remove all difficulties of this 
kind, However, not only by this means, but 
on many other accounts much more conſider- 
able, it ſo happens, that your performance and 
Dr. Guyſe's do by no means interfere, His 
may ſuit the capacity and taſte of _ thoſe who 
may look upon yours perhaps ſomewhat above 
them. And I am bold to ſay, yours will be 
ſerviceable to many. others, who do not ſtand in 
much need of his, or will be diſappointed in 
conſulting it. I ſpeak my poor opinion. freely, 
under no manner of prejudice, . I think from 
conviction; for I heartily pray God, a divine 
bleſſing may ſucceed his endeavours, together 


with yours, to render the bleſſed Goſpel the 
P 3 object 
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object of men's higher eſteem, and the means 
of promoting that moſt excellent deſign for 
which it was given us. But I am ſorry the 
Dr, has not taken a little more care in his 
ſtyle, for the reaſon I wiſh him ſucceſs. Some 
few paſſages I have met with, which are far 
from being grateful to me, in the little I have 
read; and ſome ſuperfluities ; others not quite 
ſo juſt. Luke ii. 1. oowp for the Roman 
Empire, you know is a miſtake. I have by me 
the Gloſſary Mr. Lardner refers to, in which 
it is rendered, the whole Land, 1. e. of Judea. 
I think in Dr. Guyſe's circumſtances and fitu- 
ation, he ought not to have neglected to con- 
ſult Mr. Lardner's Credibility ; which if he had 
done, I cannot but think, he would have fallen 
in with his fine criticiſm, clearing ſo ſatisfac- 
torily, the difficulty about the Taxing when 

Cyrenius, &c. | 
I will now tell you what has occurred in 
an anonymous writer. juſt come to hand, which 
I preſume you have not yet ſeen, and ſhould 
be glad to have your opinion of the juſtneſs 
of the Criticiſm. It is on Luke iii. 23. And 
Teſus himſelf began to be about thirty years of age. 
The author, ſuppoſing the years of Tiberias to 
be computed from the death of Auguſtus, fays, 
that the Taro 39», the ſpring and principal 
cauſe of all the difficulty &c, ariſes from our 
miſtaking the true ſenſe and meaning of the 
word you, For, fays he, while we con- 
fine it to ſignify incipiens, it is impoſſible to 
defend 
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defend the paſſage as good greek, or to turn 
it into any other language, ſo as to make good 
ſenſe of it. He therefore ſeeks for another ſenſe 
of the word. And ſays, the verb ſignifies, Sum 
ſub principatu, ſeu dominatu, Sum ſub imperio. 
Sæpe redditur, pareo, vel obtempero; quoting 
Steph. Theſaur. in voce «2y044, p. 561, and He- 
rodian, Xenophon, Plato, and Joſephus. Accord- 
ingly, he would thus render the clauſe, © Feſus 
was obedient, or lived in ſubjefion, to his parents 
about thirty years, being as was ſuppoſed, &c.” 
The Title of this Pamphlet is, A Critical Exa- 
mination of the holy Goſpel according to St, Mat- 
thew and Luke, with regard to the hiſtory of the 
birth and infancy of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, By 
the author of the Vindication of the Hiſtory of the 
Septuagint, His attempt is to prove the birth 
of Chriſt to have been on the 25th of De- 
cember. 1 had not met with this Book (not 
being invited to inquire for it by the title) had 
I not ſeen it commended (as to the Criticiſm 
now mentioned) by Mr. Yardley, preacher at 
Highgate, who has juſt publiſhed an octavo 
volume, entitled, The Genealogies of our 
Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, as recorded by 
St. Matthew and St. Luke, critically examined, 
&c.” I ſhall be very thankful to you for your 
opinion, at your leiſure, I am better recon- 
ciled to his ſentiment in this point, than I am 
like to be, as to his fixing the birth of Chriſt 
on December 25th; for I am not convinced 


by his reaſonings : - poſſibly I may not under- 
P 4 ſtand 
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ſtand him right by once reading his arguments, 
eſpecially as I have long thought (with the 
moſt) differently from him. He ſays of him- 
ſelf in his preface very modeſtly, « I am but a 
Layman of mean and indifferent parts at beſt, and 
only of a midling rank in life, and frequently enga- 
ged in bufineſs of a very different nature.” But 
certainly he 1s one, who has by ſome means or 
other, well acquainted himſelf with chronology, 
antiquities, &c. It may not be amiſs, if I here 
inſert his authorities, that you may turn to 
them, if you think fit, if you have his editi- 
ons. Herodian, Lib. vi. p. 140. Ed. Steph. 
1,81. — Xenoph. de Inſtit. Cyri, Lib. vii. 
p. 178. Ed. Par. 1625, — Id. de Exped. Cyri, 
Lib. viii, p. 238.— Steph. in Theſaur. in voce 
2:@-.— Joſeph. Antiq. Lib. xv. &. 9. p. 691; 
and Lib. viii. c. 10. p. 368; no edition men · 
tioned. 

I think with pleaſure on the approaching 
time, when (a kind Providence concurring) I 
ſhall ſee you at Tooting; and the rather as you 
are ſo good as to give us hope of ſpending a 
Lord's Day with us; which without any com- 
pliment, will be not only a moſt friendly office 
to me, but, which is much more important, 
a means of promoting (through his bleſſing who 
gives the increaſe) my own edification with 
that of my friends. For I can ſay for myſelf 
and them, that you will come to us with as 
much advantage from our eſteem and affection, 
as any one miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt in the three 

kingdoms; 
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kingdoms; and I truſt we ſhall have abundant 


reaſon to rejoice in your coming to us in the 
fulneſs of the bleſſing of the Goſpel of Chriſt. 
It is high time to releaſe yon, My ſincere 
wiſh for you is, that your ſtrength may be 
equal to your day, and that the ſucceſs of your 
labours may relieve your mind under the toil 
of them. May I venture to expreſs my con- 
cern for you, leſt while you are enlightening 
others, you periſh, alas! too faſt. Cheriſh your 
health, that we may long rejoice in your light, 
if it be the will of God. | Excuſe the freedom 
of a ſincere friend, and believe that I am 
Your moſt affectionate brother, 
and obliged humble - ſervant, 
HENRY MiLes. 


— * 2 


ee 
FROM THE SAME. 


REV. AND DEAR SIR, 1941. 
Am very ſenſible how reaſonable it is, I 
ſhould have made an apology to you be- 

fore now for my long filence; and hoped I 
ſhould have had an opportunity of doing it in 
another manner than I can by pen and ink, 
but J am not likely to have it now. Forget 
you I neyer did, nor ſhall I ceaſe to TR 
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ber you with my moſt affectionate wiſhes, white 
I have my memory. 

I had many things to have mentioned in your 
ſecond volume, for which I think myſelf bound 
to return you my moſt hearty thanks; but 
am at preſent incapable of it, my cold fo af- 
fecting my eyes that I have been able to 
make little uſe of them for theſe ſeveral days 


I have been particularly pleaſed with your 
Note on Luke xxii. 42. Father, if thou be 
willing, remove this cup from me,” as well as 
your Paraphraſe, I have myſelf heard from the 
pulpit more than once, what the author* of 
Jeſus Chriſt the Mediator, (page 48,) fo juſtly 
complained of, with great concern, and that from 
thoſe from whom I ſhould have expected bet- 
ter things. The firſt writer I know of that 
departs from the common opinion among our- 
ſelves, is Dr. Thomas Jackſon. It is worth 
while to read what that ſenſible writer ſays, if 
you have his works. Vol. II. p. 813, 817, 
and 947. 

You intend (God willing, and I truſt he will 
enable you) to proceed to the Acts of the Apoſ- 
tles. In writing on which Book you will per- 
haps more deliberately conſider who the Helleniſts 
were. I never yet ſaw that queſtion reſolved 
to my entire ſatisfaction, and ſhall be glad to 
hear your opinion concerning them. Heinfius 
and Salmaſius were antagoniſts you know on 
this ſubject. 


You 


* Mr. Tomkins, 
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You mentioned to me Archbiſhop Leighton's 
Works. I bleſs God I ever met with them. 
There is a ſpirit in them, I never met with in 
any human writings, nor can I read many lines 
in them without being affected: though you 
know all his works are imperfect and inac- 
curate,* 

I am conſtrained to end this very broken 
epiſtle, with my beſt wiſhes that every defirable 
bleſſing may be your portion and that of all 
yours, and that you may daily grow in uſe- 
fulneſs, and be long continued a blefling to the 
Church of Chriſt, I am, 

Your moſt affectionate brother, &c. 
H. MiLzs. 


P. S. Do you know any thing of one Mr. 
Charles Orme, of Aſhby-de-la-Zouch ? or have 
you ſeen his improved Barometers ? I very much 
like the account given of them in the Philoſo- 
phical Tranſactions, and would be glad to pur- | 
chaſe one, if not too dear. 


* In 1748, Dr. Doddridge reviſed the Expoſitory Works 
and other remains of Archbiſhop Leighton, and tran» 
datgd his Latin Prelections. 


LETTER 
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LETTER LXVI. 
From THE SAME. 


DEAR SIR, Tooting, March 13, 1743—4. 
Am too ſenſible what your engagements are 
to be at a loſs for a reaſon of your filence, 
and hope you will not impute mine to a re- 
gard to ceremony, but to what, I beg leave 
to aſſure you is the real cauſe, want of time, 
together with an unwillingneſs to rob you of 
that which you have ſo little to ſpare for more 
I muſt aſk your acceptance of Mr. Boyle's 
Life, as a ſmall teſtimony of the ſenſe I have 
of the many obligations I am under to you: 
it ſhould have been offered you before, but not 
having ſeen Mr. Millar lately, I knew not 
of his intention to publiſh till I ſaw the ad- 
vertiſement. Some things in it I know will 
pleaſe you: the collecting the materials coſt 
me more time than moſt will be aware of: 
and in ſending them to the compiler I had 
a particular regard to thoſe which recommend 
his amiable character as a zealous promo- 
ter of the intereſts of chriſtianity, and a 
lover of all the real friends of that beſt reli- 
gion, without diſtinction of parties. I have 
wondered ſo great a benefactor to New Eng- 
land has been paſſed over in filence by ſuch 
a writer 
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a writer as Cotton Mather. You will ſee 1 
have endeavoured to do juſtice to his character 
in the Appendix, and muſt own, that the 
charter for propagating the goſpel in that coun- 
try is what I indeed preſſed to have inſerted ; 
though it was objected to as what would ſwell 
the book too much. I need not tell you, this 
is a different thing from that which the eſta- 
bliſhed Church obtained ſome years after. I 
thought it worthy to be preſerved (for J can- 
not learn it is any where 1n print) and I flatter 
myſelf you will be of my mind; the language 
of it (I was going to fay) ſounds a little odd 
from the mouth of Charles the ſecond, or ra- 
ther it is too religious to be ſigned by him. 
No one, who has not the honour of being 
known to Archbiſhop Herring, has a greater 
veneration for him than myſelf, but I cannot 
ſee the propriety of the Dedication for many 
reaſons. I think it ought to have been dedi- 
cated. to the Royal Society, but the procedure 
was gone too far before I knew it. It is now 

Mr. Birch's compliment to the Archbiſhop. 
Permit me to thank you heartily for the 
lines. you have ſent me out of your Hymn, which 
were verified indeed in a ſurpriſing manner. I 
truſt our gracious God will go on to fight for 
us; and am very glad to obſerve the hand of 
Providence has been acknowledged by perſons 
of all ranks and perſuaſions, in that happy de- 
feat of our enemies. 
| I re- 
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I remain with great reſpect and humble ſer- 
vice to Mrs. Doddridge, 
Your obliged and moſt affectionate id. 
and humble ſervant, 
H. MiLEs. 


rr ne 
From DR. PyE. 


DEAR SIR, Mile-End, 1739. 
Cannot ſufficiently expreſs my gratitude to 
you for your very kind and ſeaſonable let- 
ter and ſermon, My wife and I look upon 
ourſelves now as your friends, in the beſt ſenſe 
of the word; fince you have manifeſted to us fo 
much tenderneſs and compaſſion in our late cir- 
cumſtances of grief, and to us, uncommon ſor- 
row: I call them late circumſtances ; - becauſe 
the time is already come, when we can I am 
ſure, both of us ſpeak of the Death of our 
Children with thankfulneſs, and think of them 
with pleaſure. What philoſophy could not do, 
chriſtianity has done. To the author of our 
religion and our conſolation be the glory. 

I cannot in a better manner expreſs our thoughts 
upon this occaſion than in the following lines ; 
which I wrote a few days after the death of 
our two children, for the uſe of my then mourn- 
ing wife and myſelf. You may call it a ſhort 
Letter from my dear girl to us, juſt after ſhe 

had 
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had ceafed to breath, and a little before her 
brother's death, 

— Your tender care, and fond, though ratio- 
nal love of all your children ; with your agonies 
under the apprehenſion of parting with me, and 
my dear brother ; are the moſt convincing proof 
of the reality and greatneſs of your ſorrow, now 
I am gone, and he is juſt upon the wing to 
follow me to the unknown world. But he who 
made us has called us away, and we chearfully 
obeyed the ſummons : and I muſt tell you, though 
you both already know it, that he expects from 
you, not only that you meekly and calmly ſubmit 
to ſuch a ſeemingly ſevere diſpenſation of his 
Providence; but that you alſo rejoice with me 
in it, becauſe it is the will and pleaſure of 
our Father. 

J, young as I was, am an inhabitant of 
heaven ; already ſee the beauty and harmony of 
that little chain of events, that related to my 
ſhort abode in your world, and the manner of 
my leaving it: and when you ſee things as they 
really are, and not as they may now appear 
to you, will conſefs and adore the divine 
goodneſs, in ſo early taking us from your em- 
braces. 

« God, who made all things for the mani- 
feſtation of his adorable perfections, gave us 
our being from you: Adore him therefore for 
his goodneſs, in making uſe of you as in- 
ſtruments, in the courſe of things, to uſher 
us into the world. Aſk not why he fo early 
removed us: We ſufficiently anfivered the great 

end 
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end of our ſhort being; if, at the ſame time 
we gave you pleaſure, while living, you were 
diſpoſed to lead us hy your examples and pre- 
cepts, into the paths of virtue and religion; 
and if, by the loſs of us, you become exam- 
ples of patience and ſubmiſſion to the divine 
will; which, next to doing the will of God, 
bears the-greateſt name in our world, 

« Let therefore all the little incidents in our 
lives, the remembrance of which are apt to 
renew your ſorrow, be ſo many occaſions of joy 
to you; inaſmuch as they recall the pleaſant 
ideas you once delighted in: and let the very 
melancholy thoughts of our fickneſs and early 
death, be changed for thoſe bright ideas of what 
we now enjoy; and what you will, I hope, 
one day ſee us - poſſeſſed of, — . I am, 

Dear Sir, 


Your moſt obliged and very humble 8 
SAMUEL Prx. 


My wife joins with me in my ſervices to 
your lady, and in the fincereſt wiſhes of 051 
perity to you and yours. 


LETTER 
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L rr :£SVIL 


From COLONEL GARDINER.* 


MY DEAR DOCTOR, Leiceſter, July 9, 1739. 
Know not how the reading of my letters 
may move you, but I am ſure I never re- 
ceived any that had a greater influence upon 
me than yours have had; and much do I ſtand 
in need of every help to awaken me out of 
that ſpiritual deadneſs, which ſeizes me fo oft- 
en. Once indeed it was. quite otherwiſe with 
me, and that for many years. 


Firm was my health, my day was bright, 
And I preſum'd *twould ne'er be night: 
Fondly I fai& within my heart, 

Pleafure and peace ſhall ne'er depart. 


But I forgot, thine arm was ftrong, 
Which made my mountain ſtand fo long: 
Soon as thy face began to hide, 

My health was gone, my comforts dy'd. 


Here lies my fin and my folly. And this brings 
to my mind that ſweet finger in our Iſrael, 
I mean Dr, Watts: for you muſt know, that 
T have been in pain theſe ſeveral years, leſt that 

Q excellent 


* In 1747, Dr. Doddridge publiſhed, “ Some remark- 
able Paſſages in the Life of Colonel James Gardiner, who 
was flain' by the Rebels at the Battle of Preſton-Pans, 
Sept. 21, 1745.” Sce page 111 of theſe Letters. 
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excellent perſon ſhould have been called to hea- 


ven before I had an opportunity to let him 


know, how much his works have been bleſſed 
to me, and of courſe of returning him my 
hearty thanks: for though it is owing to the 
operation of the Bleſſed Spirit, that any thing 
works effectually upon our hearts, yet if we 
are not thankful to the inſtrument which God 
is pleaſed to make uſe of, whom we do ſee, 
how ſhall we be thankful to the Almighty, 
whom we have not ſeen ? Therefore, dear Doc- 
tor, I muſt beg the favour of you to let him 
know, that I intended to have waited upon him 
in the beginning of laſt May, when I was in 
London; but was informed, and that to my 
great ſorrow, that he was extremely ill, and 
therefore I did not think that-a viſit would 
have been ſeaſonable; eſpecially conſidering that 
I have not the happineſs to be much acquainted 
with the Doctor; but well am. I acquainted with 
his works, eſpecially with his Pſalms, Hymns, 
and Lyricks. How often, by finging ſome of 
thoſe, by myſelf on horſeback and elſewhere, 
has the evil ſpirit been made to flee away, 


When &er my heart in tune was found, 
Like David's harp of ſolemn ſound. 


I defire to bleſs God for the good news of 
his recovery; and intreat you to tell him, that 
although I cannot keep pace with him here, 
in celebrating the high praiſes of our glorious 
ER, which is the great grief of my heart; 

yet 
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yet I am perſuaded, that when I join the 
glorious company above, where there will be 
no drawbacks, that none will out-fing me there; 
becauſe I ſhall not find any that has been 
more indebted to the wonderful riches of divine 


grace than I. 


Give me a place at thy faints feet, 

Or ſome fall'n angel's vacant ſeat ; 
I'll ſtrive to fing as loud as they, 

Who fit above in brighter day. 


I know it is natural for every one, who 
has felt that almighty power which raiſed our 
glorious Redeemer from the grave, to believe 
his caſe ſingular. But I have made every one 
in this reſpect ſubmit, as ſoon as he has heard 
my ſtory, and if you ſeemed ſo ſurpriſed at the 

account which I gave you, what will you be 
when you hear it all? 


Oh, if I had an angel's voice, 

And could be heard from pole to pole; 
I wou'd to all the lifPning world 
Proclaim thy goodneſs to my ſoul, 


Dear Doctor, if you knew what a natural 
averſion I have to writing, you would be a- 
ſtoniſhed at the length of this letter, which is, 
believe, the longeſt I ever wrote. But my 
heart warms when I write to you, which makes 
my pen move the eafier. I hope it will pleaſe 
our gracious God long to preſerve you a bleſſed 
inſtrument in his hand of doing great good in 

x ih the 
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the church of Chriſt. And that you may al- 
ways enjoy a thrivieg ſoul in a healthful body, 
ſhall be the continual prayer of, 
My dear Doctor, 
Your ſincere friend and moſt faithful ſervant, 


JaMEs GARDINER. 


ern EK + 
FROM THE SAME. 


MY DEAREST FRIEND, Ghent, Nov. 16, 1742. 
Am favoured with your very welcome let- 
ter of the third inſtant, for which I return 
you my hearty thanks: for it has been mat- 
ter of great praiſe to me upon a double ac- 
count; firſt that Mrs. Doddridge is in ſo good 
a way of recovery; and allo that our gracious 
God vouchſafes to give you ſuch manifeſtations 
of his favour and loving kindneſs. As for me, 
I am indeed in a dry aud barren land, where 
no water is. Rivers of waters run down mine 
eyes, becauſe nothing is to be heard in our 
Sodom, but blaſpheming the name of my God ; 
and F am not honoured as the inſtrument of 
doing any. great ſervice. It is true, I have re- 
formed fix or ſeven field officers of ſwearing. 
I dine every day with them, and have enter... 
ed them into a voluntary contract to pay a 
ſhilling 
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ſhilling to the poor for every oath; and it is 


wonderful to obſerve the effect it has had al. 

One of them told me this day at din- 
ner, that it had really ſuch an influence upon 
him, that being at cards laſt night when ano- 
ther officer fell a ſwearing, he was not able to 
bear it, but roſe up and left the company. The 
firſt time, I dare anſwer for it, that ever that 
happened to him. So you fee, reftraints at 
firſt arifing from a low principle may improve 
into ſomething better. 

My dear friend, I wrote to you that I was 
in hopes of having the pleaſure of ſeeing you 
this ' winter: and to be ſure it would have 
been a great one to me: but we poor mortals 
form projets, and the almighty ruler of the 
univerſe diſpoſes of all as he pleaſes. A great 
many of us were getting ready for our return 
to England, when we received an order to 
march towards Frankfort, to the great ſurpriſe 
of the whole army. Neither can any of us com- 
prehend what we are to do there; for there is 
no enemy in that country, the French army 
being marched into Bavaria, where I am fure 
we cannot follow them. But it is the will of 
the Lord; and his will be done?! I defire to 
bleſs and praiſe my heavenly Father, that I 
am entirely reſigned to it. It is no matter 
where I go, or what becomes of me, fo that 
God may be glorified in my life, or my death. 
1 ſhould rejoice much to hear, that all my 


friends were equally reſigned. | 
Q 3 I ftand 
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I ftand much in need of your prayers. I hope 
God will bleſs you and yours more and more. 


My deareſt friend, I am always with the greateſt 


fincerity, 
Your moft faithful, moſt obliged, 
and moſt humble ſervant, 
James GARDINER, 


LETTER. LI. 
From THE SAME, 


| Ghent, January 24, 1742=3+ 
MY DEAR DOCTOR, 
OUR friendly letter of the fourth inſtant, 
has occaſioned me no ſmall uneaſineſs. 
The very thought of your having been in fo 
much danger has frighted me more than the 
French army is likely to do: but I believe 
my fears are groundleſs, for we are all immor- 
tal till our work is done; and I hope the 
Almighty has a great deal for you to do, and 
that for many years. I long much to ſee your 
vindication of the doctrine of the operation of 
the Pleſſed Spirit of God. Oh, how much are 
they to be pitied who call it in queſtion; fince 
it is too plain a demonſtration that they know 
nothing of religion. | 
The letter I received from — — has affect- 
ed me very much, and I never take it up, but 
floods 
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floods of tears blind my eyes. Oh, what am 
I, poor worthleſs dog, that the greateſt favorites 
of heaven ſhould offer up their fervent prayers 
for bleſſings on one who deſerves not ſo much 
as the crumbs that fall from the children's ta- 
ble. But tears fill my eyes and I muſt give 
over. Pray remember me kindly to my good 
friend, whom you may aſſure, that her letter 
has afforded me more real ſatisfaction than any 
thing I can expect from the government. 

If it ſhall pleaſe God to give me a call to 
England, I ſhall ſoon make you a viſit, for 
there is no man in the world I long ſo much 
to ſee, May the Almighty preſerve your va- 
luable life, bleſs your labours, and preſerve your 


family. 
My deareſt friend, 
I am more yours than words can expreſs, 
aus GaRDINER. 


— 


L EY TTR TA. 
'To A YOUSG GENTLEMAN, 
On his recovery from a dangerous illneſs. 


DEAR SIR, | 1740. 
HOUGH-'I have not the pleaſure of a 
perſonal acquaintance with you, I think 
it not improbable, that you may have learnt 
my name from your excellent parents, who ho- 


Q 4 nour 
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nour me with their friendſhip in a degree far 
beyond what I could ever pretend to haye de- 
ſeryed. They early informed me of your ill- 
neſs, and recommended you to my earneſt and 
affectionate prayers; which, I-will aſſure you, 
dear Sir, you have had, and ſhall continue to 
have a ſhare in them. God has been gracious 
to us, and heard our prayers. He has brought 
you back from the borders of the graye, when 
you had received the ſentence of death in your- 
ſelf. And now, my dear friend, for ſo methinks 
J have a kind of hereditary right to call you, 
give me leaye ſeriouſly to remind you of the 
goodneſs of God in this reſpec, and to call up- 
on you in his name to a proper improvement 
of it. 1 doubt not, but in the intervals of your 
diſorder, you had ſome ſolemn thoughts of death 
and eternity. I doubt not, but you cried to 
Ged, and formed ſome purpoſes for his ſervice, 
But I know how ready our treacherous hearts 
are to forget ſuch deliverances, and to forget 
thoſe vows of God that are upon us; and 
therefore let me with all fimphcity and plain- 
neſs, though at the ſame time with the ſin- 
cereſt reſpect, renew the admonition as in the 
name of my great Lord and Maſter, who, I 
would hope, means you graciouſly in inclining 


me to write to you upon - this oęcaſſon. I 
would beſeech you ſerioufly to examine ygur 
heart end vas, and io a yourſelf betpre 
God, What if the fever had finiſhed its work, 
and brought me .down to the duſt of death. 


and 
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and my ſpirit had returned to God who gave 
it, how would it have been received by him?“ 
'You are deſcended from the moſt gracious pair 
that I think | ever knew. But they cannot con- 
vey grace to you. Even from them, excellent 
as they are, you derive à corrupt nature. Aſk 
your own heart then, “ Have I been ever earn- 
eſt with God for renewing grace? Have I 
ever pleaded with him in prayer, that I might 
experience that change which the goſpel re. 
quires, without which no man can enter into 
the kingdom of heaven?” Theſe are matters 
of infinite importance; which muſt lie at thg 
root of all our hopes of heaven, or thoſe hopes 
will prove like a ſpider's web. I beſeech you 
therefore, dear Sir, in the name of our Lord 
Jeſus Chrift, and by all your proſpects in the 
eternal world, that you take theſe things under 
an attentive conſideration. I hope you have 
thought of them. I would fain perſuade myſelf 
to believe, you are experimentally - acquainted 
with them. But I would court you to apply 
your heart to them more and more. I know, 
Sir, that jn your circumſtances of life innumer - 
able temptations will ſurround you; and it is a 
good thing in grder to be fortified againſt them 
all, that the heart be eſtabliſhed with grace, 
You have all the encouragement you can de- 
fire to attempt the work of ſerious religien, and 
that þetimes ; for it muſt be done immediately, 
or perhaps it may not be done at all, probably 
it will nat. You have à gracious God to go 


to, 


234 LETTERS TO AND FROM 


to, who is not willing that any ſhould periſh, 
but that all ſhould come to repentance. You 
have a moſt compaſſionate Redeemer, who ſhed 
his blood for the ſalvation of periſhing finners ; 
and I humbly hope for your ſalvation. The 
Spirit of God has conquered hearts much harder 
than yours can be, even ſuppoſing you are 
now in an unrenewed ſtate, You are the ſeed 
of God's ſervants: you were early devoted to 
God in baptiſm: you have a large ftock of 
prayers laid up in the preſence of God for 
you. I do really apprehend, even the covenant 
of God with believing parents bears a favour- 
able afpe& upon their children: and though J 
dare not ſay, nor think, that it ſecures their 
| falvation; for I fear fact lies ſtrongly againſt 
ſuck a preſumption, as we are ſure it did even 
in the children of Abraham, yet there is ſome 
peculiar encouragement for ſuch to ſeek the 
God of their Fathers, I believe the Spirit ſtrives 
peculiarly with them; and that when they ſeek 
it, it is -more immediately and more fully com- 
municated to them than generally to others. 
And ſure I am, that thoſe early inſtructions 
they have received, have often a bleſſed reſur- 
rection in their hearts, even after they have 
been long forgotten; and the ſeed, which ſeem- 
ed to have periſhed, often brings forth fruit 
in abundance. And therefore, dear Sir, thank 
God and take courage. In his name and ftrength, 
ſet out in your heavenly pilgrimage, with the 
word of God in your hand and heart, and 

with 
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with your eyes to the Spirit of God, as your 
guide and ftrength: and be aſſured, there 
are many who will bid you good ſpeed in the 
name of the Lord, and will rejoice to aſſiſt 
you in your courſe. I am not without hope, 
that our gracious God may at length favour 
me with more immediate and renewed oppor- 
tunities of ſerving you.“ In the mean time he 
aſſured, that I moſt cordially love you, though 
perſonally unknown. Be aſſured, my heart o- 
verflows with a true concern for your welfare ; 
that I pour out my ſoul before God in prayer 
on your account; and that to hear of your 
health and happineſs, and above all that your 
ſoul proſpers, will yield me unutterable delight; 
for I am not merely in form, but with the 
utmoſt ſincerity and tenderneſs of heart, 
Dear Sir, 
Your moſt faithful and affectionate friend, 
and humble ſervant, 


Prnrtiy DopprIDBE. 


„He afterwards became the Doctor's Pupil, 


LETTER 
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ENTER LSAAE 


From DR, LILAND.“ 


\ Dublin, June 19, 1740. 
REV. AND DEAR SIR, | | 

R. Edget, who was lately at Northamp- 

ton, has delivered me a meſſage from 

you, in which you were pleaſed to expreſs your- 

felf towards me in a very obliging manner, 

It is a ſatisfaction to me. to find that my well. 


intended endeavours to ſerve the common cauſe 


of chriſtianity have met with the approbation 
of ſo good a judge. Though I am a ftranger 
to your perſon, 1 am not to your character, 


which I have often heard of, nor to your 


writings, ſeveral of which I have ſeen and read 
with great pleaſure and profit. I was not a 
little pleaſed to hear, that amidſt the labours 
of ſeveral kinds in which you are engaged, 
you ſtill preſerve ſo great a meaſure of health 
and chearfulneſs. As for myſelf, I have for 
ſome years been languiſhing under great weak. 


' neſs of body, and exerciſed with ſome croſſes 


and diſappointments, but under all God has 
moſt graciouſly ſupported me; and through 
his good Providence I am at preſent in a 
better ſtate of health than for ſome conſider. 

able 
Author of a View of the Deiſtical Writers that have 


appeared in England in the laſt and preſent century, 
and of three volumes of Poſthumous Sermons, 
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able time paſt. I have not much news to com- 
municate to you from theſe parts. I wiſh 
E could ſay that religion is in a flouriſhing con- 


dition amongſt us; but there are many ſad ſymp= _ 


toms of decay; may God awaken and revive 
the true genuine ſpirit of thriſtianity among 
miniſters and people, which ſuffers very much 
from the growing looſeneſs and libertiniſm of 


ſome, and the too great narrowneſs of others. 


It is my earneſt deſire and prayer that your 
life and uſefulneſs may be preſerved to valu- 
able purpoſes. I am, with a fincere eſteem, 
Your affectionate brother, 
and humble ſervant, 
Joun L ELAN). 


N w ah II" «a M.A * * 1 as 4. db. 8 


.I T-E LIENS 
FROM THE SAME, 


REV. SIR, March 29, 1742. 
T was not in return for your long delay- 
ing to anfwer my letter, that I have de- 
ferred acknowledging the favour of yours. I 
am ſo willing to keep up a correſpondence with 
you, that I ſhall not infiſt upon punctilios. 

I am very much obliged to you for the 
kind ſentiments you expreſs towards me. I read 
with ſatisfaction the account you give me of 
the ns of the diſſenting intereſt in England. 


I am 
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I am ſorry that I cannot ſay it grows here: 
in great cities there are ſo many 'things to 
draw perſons aſide, eſpecially thoſe of the riſing 
generation, that it is not ſo much to be won- 
dered at. I hear that you have lately anſwered 
a Pamphlet, entitled, Chriſtianity not founded on 
Argument. It is but very lately I faw that 
Pamphlet, which is written artfully, but like the 
other things on that fide, very unfairly. A 
friend of mine to whom I am under particular 
obligations, wrote to me to ſend him ſome 
animadverſions upon it; but I doubt not your 
anſwer will give full ſatisfaction, which I ſhould 
be very glad to ſee, Since you were ſo good 
as to offer to ſend me ſome of your perform- 
ances, on which I aſſure you I ſet a high va- 
hue, if you will pleaſe to order them to be ſent 
to Mr. Knapton, Bookſeller, in Ludgate-ftreet, 
&c. they will come very fafe. 


May God prolong your uſeful life, and bleſs 


your labours for the good of his church. I am, 
with a ſincere eſteem, 
| Your affectionate brother, 
and humble ſervant, 
Joun LELanD. 


LETTER 
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„ BOK LARIVT; 
FROM THE SAME. 


REV. AND DEAR SIR, January 5, 1743. 
Ought to beg your pardon for not having 
anſwered your moſt obliging letter before 
now, which was very acceptable to me, as was 
the preſent that accompanied it. You may re- 
member, I told you in my laſt, that I was 
defired by a friend to whom I was under great 
obligations, to draw up ſome remarks on Chri/- 
tianity not founded on Argument. The gentleman 
who defired me to do this, is a worthy clergy- 
man in London, who has done me ſeveral acts 
of kindneſs, and I underſtood at firſt that it was 
for his own private peruſal, I intended thoſe 
remarks to have been very ſhort, but they en- 
larged under my hands; and I drew them up 
before I read your anſwer, or any of the anſwers 
that had been publiſhed. I ſent over the firſt 
part of my Remarks in a letter to London, 
about the latter end of . April laſt, intending 
ſoon to ſend the remainder in another letter : 
but my indiſpoſition grew ſo heavy upon me, 
that I was not able to corre& and tranſcribe it 
ſo as to ſend the whole of it, till about the end 
of July laſt. Before that time I had read Mr. 
Benſon's anſwer which he. ſent me, and alſo 
yours, which appeared to me very good and 


ſufficient. And therefore when I ſent over the 
| ſecond 
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ſecond part of my Remarks to my friend, as 
I was obliged by promiſe to do, I let him 
know, that though J ſent them to him, as I 
had drawn them up in obedience to his com- 
mands, yet I judged them perfectly needleſs 
after what had been ſo worthily done already, 
I found foon after by a letter I received from 
him, that he and ſome perſons to whom he 
fhewed my Remarks, were of opinion they 
ought to be publiſhed. I refiſted it for ſome 
time, but upon repeated importunity gave my 
cotifent. But I did not know of their being put 
to the preſs till I faw the advertiſements in the 
publick papers. Now I find they are publiſhed, 
1 have written to Mr. Hett to defire him to 
take an opportunity of ſending a copy to you, 
which I defire you to accept as à token of my 
uriſeigned regard for you. The Sermons you 
fent me I have read over with great pleaſure, 
though I had ſeen ſome ef them before. May 
the Lord bleſs you in your affiduous labours 
for the good of his church, I am, with a moſt 
ſineere eſteem, ; 
Your affectionate brother, 
and humble fervant, 
Joun LELAND. 
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LETTER LXXV. 


FrRoM THE REV. MR. Joxxs.“ 


Ripton-Abbots (Huntingdonſhire) 1741. 


MY MUCH HONOURED DOCTOR, 
Received your kind letter with all the emo- 
tions of joy and ſatisfaction which ſo friend- 


ly a favour could excite in a grateful heart. 
The concern I had been a good while under, 


R vaniſhed 


* The Editor knows little more of the Writer of this 
Letter than what is contained in the following Extract 
from Dr. Doddridge's papers; which, as it affords a pleaſ- 
ing idea of Mr. Jones, and of a ſmall circle of his ac- 
quaintance, and does honour to the Doctor's catholic and 
friendly diſpoſition, he will venture to inſert it, - Re- 
fleftions on a viſit received from Mr. Jones, Nov. 9, 1736. 
— This day I enjoyed a great deal of the company of 
my pious and worthy friend, Mr. Jones of Ripton Ab- 
bots; a clergyman, for whom I have the ſincereſt and 
tendereſt reſpect. He ſhewed me ſeveral papers; eſpeci- 
ally relating to Lady —, which I read with pleaſure, and 
with confuſion, when I obſerved her ſhining and eminent 
piety, which I think as conſpicuous as moſt I have ever 
ſeen ; her daily and nightly devotions, watching over her 
family as a guardian angel while they ſleep ; referring, 
as it were, all her other paſſions into the love of God 
and her huſband; paſſing through the world as a ſtran- 
ger in it, always tending homewards. What alſo I heard 
of Sir John —, Mr, R. Mr. B. and many others of the 
eſtabliſhed church, relating to their real goodneſs and 
zeal for the glory of God, and the ſalvation of their 
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vaniſhed at once, and gave way to livelier and 
more delightful thoughts. You have ſet my 
heart at laſt upon a filk-cuſhion, and now it 
reſts eaſy; and every remembrance of you affords 
pleaſure, and a proſpect of many new pleaſures 
to come. For what can I expect but pleaſure 
from the continuance of a friendſhip, which I 
ſo tenderly value and fo highly regard; and 
which, fince I was bleſſed with it, has been 
one of the greateſt comforts of my life. 

Had you not wrote, I might perhaps have 
ſurpriſed you at Northampton. For it would 
have been worth while to have taken ſuch a 
journey, rather than have quite loſt ſo valuable 
a friendſhip. I thank Mrs. Doddridge for fall- 
ing out with you for negle& of writing to me. 
You will love her the more for that, and ſhe 
you for ſo readily miniſtering eaſe to the dif- 
treſſed. So that I need not come over to re- 
concile you; and if the common obſervation be 
true, it would not he fafe for me to do it. 
For the interpoſing between a man and his 
wife often brings the vengeance of both upon 
the reconciler. _ A love both, that 

1 would 


own ſouls ; put me to the greateſt ſhame, when I com» 
it with my own unprofitable life ; particularly 
what I ſaw of ſome hints, which Mr. Jones had drawn 
up for felf-examination, which contained ſo much ele- 
vated and ſpiritual devotion, and betokened a mind fo 
thoroughly devoted to the glory of God and good of 
mankind, that I thought I had never * any thing of 
the kind that equalled it.“ 
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J would not forfeit my ſhare in the friendſhip 


of either. 

I herewith ſend you Dr. Waterland's tra& 
on Regeneration, and another on the ſame ſub. 
jet. You will eaſily diſcern which is the great- 
er maſter, and has the deepeſt inſight. I fay 
no more. When you have done with the for- 
mer, I ſhall be glad to have it returned; as I 
may have ſome occaſion to review it. But I 
do not ſay this to haſten a friend who has ſo 
much buſineſs, therefore take your time; and 
then give us hope of ſeeing your own piece 
upon the argument.“ For I ſtill want to ſee 
it treated in a more practical and affecting way, 
There is not ſo much life and ſpirit as I could 
wiſh in the treatiſe I moſt value of the two, 
But the author's judgment ſeems to me to be 
accurate and ſolid : yet perhaps it me not ap- 

pear altogether ſo to you. 

I do cordially thank you for your very can- 
did remarks on my little Book ;+ which I ſhall 
duly conſider, and make the moſt proper alter- 
ations in my power. I come into the juſtneſs 
of ſeveral of them at once. Others require time 
to weigh them more fully. 

Mr. Jennings} is, I believe, a worthy perſon, 
for whom I have a due regard. I hope by 

R2 degrees 


® See Note in page 197. 
+ Serious and Friendly. Advice, &c. 


t Son of Mr. Jennings, Dr. Doddridge's tutor, and 
nephew. of the Rev. Dr. David Jennings. 
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degrees to. cultivate a farther acquaintance and 
friendſhip with him. - May he tread in the ſteps 
of his pious uncle, of whom I have an high 
opinion : for he has a great deal of candour join- 
ed with his piety; and much uſeful learning 
and judgment added to both. I hope the fu- 
ture generation will furniſh out a large number 


of ſuch perſons. Your conduct and temper pave 


the way towards ſo happy an effet: and I 
truſt there are many in our communion who 
diſcover a like ſpirit (the genuine ſpirit of the 
goſpel) tending to union and love. | 

I had the pleaſure of ſeeing and converſing 
with Mr. Warburton on his return from Lon- 


don. He is, I believe, all that you ſay of him, 


a ſincere and good, as well as a moſt learned 
man, and a true friend to our holy religion 
and its intereſt. May God proſper him in his 
endeavours to promote both]! He has promiſed 
to call upon me at this place about the begin- 
ning of winter. When you write 'to him, pray 
preſent him with my very beſt reſpects, 

Shall I declare my mind in one word about 


your printed Letter?“ You may think my 


friendſhip and eſteem for the author may bias 
my judgment. I think otherwiſe : 'for I laid 
down all partiality, as far as I could poſſibly 
"diveſt myſelf of it: and I declare ingenuouſly, 
as I have done to others, that it is the beſt 


and handſomeſt controverſial piece I remember 


ever 


To the Author of Chriſtianity not founded on Ar- 
gument. 
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ever to have read. As you have wiſely adopt- 
ed a ſcheme and method different from that of 
others, ſo I could almoſt wiſh that you alone, 
or but a few befides and like you, had a royal 
patent for writing on ſuch ſubjects as theſe, 
and particularly in anſwer to our modern op- 
poſers; who indeed have given great provoca- 
tions, but not enough to make you forget (and 
I with none others did) that © the ſervant of 
the Lord muſt not ſtrive, &c.“ 

That experimental religion, which you pru- 
dently, as well as piouſly give ſamples of, and 
no leſs aptly apply, muſt affect the hearts, even 
of infidels in ſecret, Go on, dear Sir, and proſ- 
per, and the Lord be with you, and ſucceed 
all your labours for the ſervice and ſupport of 
the one true religion. 

Were the clergy of this kingdom to draw 
up addreſſes of thanks to a perſon, who has 
ſo ſignally ſerved the common cauſe, I ſhould 
be one of the firſt to join in the grateful ho- 
mage. And I rejoice to find, that ſome of 
the moſt judicious of our communion have ſent 
you their congratulations. I am glad to hear 


ſuch a reſpectable perſon as Mr. Lyttelton of 


Worceſterſhire is on our fide, May God in- 
creaſe the number of ſuch ! 

I long to ſee your ſecond Letter, which 1 
ſaw advertiſed in the laſt paper, and will have 
both, and communicate and recommend them, 
if it pleaſe God, I live a little longer, 1 would 
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gladly make them known to all ſenſible perſons 
in England. But they will be known, 

You have undoubtedly feen Mr. Lowman's 
excellent Diſſertation on the civil government 
of the Hebrews; which is highly approved of 
by Biſhop Sherlock, and others of our commu- 
nion.“ 

I find Biſhop Godeau (of Graſs and Vence) 
hath written a paraphraſe on St. Paul's epiſtles. 
J have not ſeen it, But perhaps it may be 
worth your while to inquire after it, as you 

urpoſe to proceed, Limborch on the Acts, 
is much famed. Have you ſeen Dr. Brett's 
Diſſertation on Liturgies? Wherein he gives a 
particular turn to many texts in the epiſtles, 
which may be worth your notice. | | 

I nave ſome thoughts ſtill, though now be- 
come faint ones, of taking a ride to Northamp- 
ton to ſee you, my much beloved friend and 
brother, before: the nn diſſolution of the 
roads. 

Were it not for your ſingular condeſcenſion 
and goodneſs, which 1 have abundantly expe- 

rienced 


% The Rey, Mr. Lowman was a diſſenting minif- 
ter at Clapham, in Surrey, He wrote ſame valuable 
tracts on the Hebrew Ritual, and Jewiſh Antiquities, 
When I was publiſhing Dr. Doddridge's Expoſition on 
the Revelation, I ſtudied that Book as carefully as I 
could; and found more conſiſtence and ſatisfaction in 
Lowman's book on the Revelation, than in any other 
commentator whatever, I never knew him perſonally, 
but have heard much of his learning, moderation, and 
ſeriouſneſs.” 


Mr, Orton ts the Edit. 
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rienced on all occaſions, I ſuſpect I ſhould never 
write to you, or hardly ſpeak in your preſence. 
But while the ſcholar and man of parts are fo 
viſible, the chriſtian is more ſo; and that en- 
courages me, mean as I am, to enter into fa- 
miliar freedom with you. Blame then your- 
ſelf, dear Sir, if I aſſume a freedom I have no 
right to. Your candour gives me right, and I 
gratefully accept it, and ſhall ſtudy to make a 
becoming uſe of it. Pray for me, as I do for 
you and yours; being with the trueſt love and 
eſteem, 
Dear and warthy Sir, 
Your very faithful, obliged, | 
and affectionate brother and ſervant, 
Joux Jones, 


P. S. Mrs. B. defires me to return her 
thanks for your preſent; who is now alone at 
Ripton, the reſt of her family being gone to 
London. She beſtows her time to excellent 
purpoſes, improving herſelf in uſeful know- 
ledge, &c. She is now reading, with great 
attention and uncommon pleaſure, Biſhop But- 
ler's Analogy; and has lately peruſed with 
much ſatisfaction, Dr. Campbell's Neceſſity of 
Revelation, and alſo Dr. Bullock's Sermons on 
the Prophecies. Do you not think, that I have 
great encouragement from the head of my pariſh, 
whoſe example, I obſerve, has a good effect on 
others. She takes excellent care of her ſervants, 
and ſeldom if ever fails to drop ſomething uſe- 
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ful when ſhe converſes with her tenants. I am 
ſure alſo ſhe beſtows much in charity, and a 
good part of it to promote religion. We are 
to have your pamphlet read next Sunday even- 


ing in her parlour. 


LET TEK LEXVIL 
FROM MR, JenninGs.* 


REV. AND DEAR: SIR, Jan, 12, 1741—2. 

F I had reſolved on publiſhing my Aſtro- 
nomy, I could eafily have diſpoſed of thoſe 
copies I have by me; but as I had no ſuch 
deſign, I have parted with them as ſparingly 
as I well could. However I have made no re- 
ſolution againſt publiſhing it, with your emen- 


dations, which I hope you will bring with you 


next time you come to London, and then we 
will talk over this matter, 
I know of no very ſtrange Phænomenon of 
the Magellan-Clouds; nor do I remember fo 
much as to have heard the name: if you mean 
the Southern Clouds, by the Conftellation Phœ- 
nix, the account I have received of them, from 
failors, is that they pun much as the milky 
way, 

* Afterwards' Dr. Jennings, an eminent divine and 


tutor among the diſſenters, and author of the Jewiſh 


Antiquities, - in two volumes ; an Introduction to the 
uſe of the Globes, &c. 
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way, and are therefore probably to be ac- 
counted for in the ſame manner. I forget 
what authors mention them. . As they are never 
ſeen in our hemiſphere, they are but little talk- 
ed of in this part of. the world. I remember 


I did hear ſome time ago, that ſomebody had 


ſeen 2 ſixth Satellite of Saturn; perhaps it was 
a new ring; but indifferent teleſcopes, aſſiſted 
by a ſtrong fancy, have ſo often created Sa- 
tellites and Comets, and other celeſtial Phæno- 
mena, that I give little heed to ſuch reports, 
unleſs I have them from very good authority. 
I do not know what ends are uſually aſſigned 


of the Sun's motion; but we know that mo- 


tion is eſſential to all terreſtrial fire; and why 
may it not be ſo to the Solar Fire likewiſe ? 
Motion produces fire, and keeps it burning. 
And by the way (ſince you are upon experi- 
ments) let me hint to you a pretty microſcopi- 
cal one, if you have it not already. Strike fire 
with a flint and ſteel on a ſheet of paper; ga- 
ther up the duſt, and put it into your microſ- 
cope, and you will ſee round iron balls: which 
ſhews that the motion of ſtriking, heats the 
ſteel even to fuſion; or, that every ſpark 1s a 
drop of melted ſteel, which forms itſelf into 
a ſphere, for the ſame reaſon that the drops of 
rain are globular. Many of theſe liquid ſpheres 
will be broken and thrown into irregular ſhapes 
by their falling on the paper before they are 
ſufficiently cooled; but you will fee many per- 
fect ſpheres. My third magnifier 'ſhews them 

as 
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as big as peas, If your microſcope (which J 
think is Wilſon's) was ſcrewed to a pillar ſtand. 
ing on a pedeſtal, ſo as that it ſhould hang 

icular, and a plain reflecting ſpeculum 


under it, it would be a great improvement, 


and make it to be, on the whole, the beſt 
fort of microſcope that has yet been publiſhed- 
So much for Philoſophy. — Now for Eccleſiaftics. 
The exhibitions to your pupils are all continu- 
ed, and a ſalary ordered to you for an aſſiſtant, 
&c. | 

My wife unites her joys with mine, on ac- 
count of Mrs, Doddridge's recovery frqm her. 
late indiſpoſition. No one pays you the com- 
mon compliment of the ſeaſon, et multas et 


felices, more fincerely than 


Your moſt affectionate brother, 
and obliged humble ſervant, 
Davip JexninGs. 


_—_— 


n - — 
9 3 — _——_—_—__—_ ———__— ICY" Y VTYT7Y TT YT * — 
. 


LETTER LXXVIL 
FraoM THE SAME» 


| London, Jan. 5, 1748—9. 
REV. AND DEAR SIR, 
Need to make an apology for not writing 
to you ſooner. The truth is, I have wait- 


ed from day to day in hope of being able to 


fend you a Catalogue of Dr. Watts's Manu- 


ſcripts : 


\ 
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ſcripts : but though I cannot do that, yet your 
kind preſent, both intellectual and animal, which 
is come ſafe to hand and in good condition, 


requires my ſpeedy as well as moſt hearty 
thanks 


I ſuppoſe you know, that Dr. Watts has left 
"Mr. Neal and his Brother, Mr. Enoch Watts, 
Joint executors, I find Mr, Neal does not 
chooſe to meddle with the -Manuſcripts juſt at 
preſent. When he does, you ſhall have imme- 
diate notice, I believe we ſhall not have near 
ſo much trouble in publiſhing the Doctor's Ma- 
nuſcripts as I expected, when he acquainted me 
with his defign of committing them in part 
to, my care, which was three or four 
ago; for fince then he has publiſhed moſt of 
the Manuſcripts he deſigned for the preſs, fo 
that, as I learn from Mr. Parker,* there is lit- 
tle if any thing more remaining of that fart 
than the ſecond part of the Improvement of 
the Mind. He tells me there are alſo ſome 
miſcellaneous things in the manner of his Re- 
liquiz Juveniles; but whether enough to make 
a volume, and whether intended by him for the 
preſs, I cannot fy. 

If I ſhould be engaged in drawing up the 
Doctor's Character, I am much obliged to you 
for the judicious hints you have furniſhed me 
with for that purpoſe. 

Mr. Price was appointed yeſterday to ſucceed 

Dr, 


* Dr. Watts's Amanuenſis. 
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Dr. Watts in Coward's truſt, with great una- 
nimity. 

I moſt ſincerely rejoice in the bleſſing of God 
which attends your 'valuable labours both at 
home and abroad. I hope I ſhall have occaſion 
to write to you again very ſoon; in the mean 
time I am 

- Your affectionate and much obliged 
humble ſervant, 
D. JENNINGS. 


Since I wrote the above, Mr. Kennicott (who 
ſends his compliments to you) called on me, 
and ſhewed me a Critique 'of his on that ob- 
ſcure line in the laſt words of David, * 
my houſe, &c. 


, Wh 


- 


LETTER LXXVIII. 


From THE SAME, 


DEAR SIR, | june 20, 1749. 
Conſider myſelf as greatly obliged to you 
and ſome other friends for the honour they 
have procured me, which I was certified of by 
a diploma received on Friday laſt. As for the 
title itſelf, I muſt own it is till a queſtion with 
me, Cui Bono? However I know you join 
with my other good friends in that devout wiſh, 
Pfalm xlv. 5, (old — good luck have 
thou 
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thou with thine honour. The only - benefit of 
this new title, which I can at preſent think of 
is, that it will ſave me from being called old 
Mr. Jennings, in diſtinction from my Son, who 
is looking towards matrimony z and which will 
probably, before the end of the ſummer, ſet 
him above the title of Mafter J—. 

Mr. Neal was of opinion, that the perform- 
ances of two of our pupils, who paſt an exami- 
nation yeſterday, were a greater honour to their 
tutor, than a Doctorate from the moſt ancient 
univerſity in Scotland, or even in Europe. I 
am ſure they gave me much more pleaſure. 

I ſhould be glad to hear whether you have 
read over Dr. Watts's Manuſcript, and in what 
condition you find it. I heartily thank you for 
your excellent Thankſgiving Sermon. I am 

Your affectionate brother Doctor, 
and humble ſervant, 
D. IENNIN OS. 


OY —_ 


* 


La ‚ ‚ ‚ wr ⸗ W 
FROM MR. BLAIR. “* 


REV. SIR, Athelſtaneford, Feb. 25, eden 
OU will be juſtly ſurpriſed with a letter 
from one whoſe name is not ſo much 

as known to you: nor ſhall I offer to make 
: an 

Author of the Grave, 
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an apology. Though I am entirely unacquaint- 
ed with your perſon, I can aſſure you I am 


no ſtranger to your merit as an author, neither 
am I altogether unacquainted with your perſon. 
al character, having often heard honourable 


mention made of you by my much reſpected 


and worthy friends, Colonel Gardiner and Lady 
Frances. About ten months ago, Lady Fran- 
ces did me the favour to tranſmit to me ſome 
manuſcript hymns of yours, with which 1 was 
wonderfully delighted. I wiſh I could, on my 
part, contribute in any meaſure to your en- 
tertamment, as you have ſometimes done to 
mine in a very high degree. And that I may 
ſhew how willing I am to do ſo, I have deſir- 
ed Dr. Watts to tranſmit to you a manuſcript 
Poem of mine, entitled the Grave; written, I 
hope, in a way not unbecoming my profeſſion 
as a miniſter of the goſpel; though the greateſt 
part of it was compoſed ſeveral years before I 
was clothed with ſo ſacred a character. I was 
urged by ſame friends here, to whom I ſhew- 
ed it, to make it publick; nor did I decline it, 
provided 1 had the approbation of Dr. Watts, 
from whom I have received many civilities, and 
for whom I had ever entertained the higheſt 
regard, Yeſterday I had a letter from. the 
Dr. ſignifying his approbation of the piece in 
a manner moſt obliging. A great deal leſs 
from him, would have done me no ſmall ho- 
nour. But at the ſame time he mentions to 


me, that he had offered it to two bookſel- 
lers 
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lers of his acquaintance, who, he tells me, did 
not care to run the riſk of publiſhing it. 
They can ſcarce think (conſidering how critical 
an age we live in with reſpect to fuch kind 
of writings) that a perſon living three hundred 
miles from London could write ſo, as to be 
acceptable to the faſhionable and polite. Per. 
haps it may be ſo: though at the ſame time 
I muſt ſay, in order to make it more gene- 
rally liked, I was obliged ſometimes to go croſs 
to my own inclination, well knowing that what. 
ever Poem is written upon a ſerious argument, 
muſt upon that very account lie under peculiar 
diſadvantages : and therefore proper arts muſt 
be uſed to make ſuch a piece go down with 
a licentious age which cares for none of theſe 
things. I beg pardon for breaking in upon 
moments precious as yours, and hope you will 
be ſo kind as to give me your opinion of the 
Poem. I am, 

Reverend Sir, | 
Your moſt humble and obedient ſervant, 


RoBexr BLairs 


LETTER 


256 LETTERS TO AND FROM 


LETTER LXXX. 
FROM THE REV. MR. FARMER. * 


REV. SIR, London, March 11, 1741—2. 
Take the firſt opportunity of acknowledging 
my obligation to you for the favour of 
your Sermon; which I cannot but greatly va- 
lue, both as a teſtimony of your kind regard 
for me, and as a wiſe and ſeaſonable monitor. 
It is impoſſible not to be impreſſed with your 
affecting repreſentation of the evil and danger 
of neglecting the ſouls of men. When I ſeri- 
ouſly conſider how important, how difficult and 
dangerous a truſt is lodged in the miniſters of 
the goſpel, when the care of immortal ſouls is 
committed to us, I wonder that it is poſſible 
for us to think of any thing, but how to exe- 
cute that truſt with the greateſt faithfulneſs 
and diligence. It is ſtrange, that we do not 
want rather cautions, againſt too great a ſolici- 
tude in our work, which might very much 
diſtract our thoughts and impair our health, 
than preſſing exhortations and the moſt ſolemn 
admonitions not to be flothful or negligent in 
a concern, which, when we think of at all, muſt 
ſwallow up our thoughts. But unhappy expe- 
rience too fully convinces me, that my zeal 
wants to be quickened, and that your attempt 
to wn me up to greater achvity was too ſea- 
ſonable 


* See Note in page 137. 
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ſonable and too neceſſary. I ſhall endeavour to 
improve your diſcourſe to that end, for which 
you ſo piouſly and kindly deſigned it, and 
which it is ſo wiſely calculated to promote. 
But 1 fear the ſcheme you propoſe in the pre- 
face is not practicable at Walthamſtow, in its 
utmoſt extent; that part of it which relates to 
the perſonal behaviour of a miniſter, I ſhall 
always regard, and pray God, that you may. 
every day ſee ſtill more reaſon to think, (and 
every day have a more delightful reliſh of the 
thought) that by your example and inſtruction 
many miniſters, and in conſequence, the multi- 
. tudes under their care, are made wiſer and bet- 
ter, and quickened to greater diligence. + 
I am very ſorry it was not in my power 
to ſerve you in the affair you wrote to me a- 
bout in your laſt: pray convince me that you 
believe this by ſending me ſome freſh * 
for I am, 
| Honoured Sir, 
Your moſt obedient and obliged 
humble ſervant, 
HucH FARMER. 


8 LETTER 
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rn LXXXL 


FROM DR, DODDRIDGE.,* 


DEAR SIR ]J—, Northampton, Dec. 8, 1742. 
ER MIT me frankly to ſpeak my mind 

to you on a head, on which I fear to be 
filent, let I ſhould fail in a branch of duty 
and gratitude to a gentleman to whom I think 
myſelf obliged, and whom I would gladly ſerve 
to the beſt of my little ability. Be not angry, 
when I tell you, I was heartily grieved at the 
liberties you took laſt night in uſing the ve- 
nerable name of the Ever Bleſſed God in fo light 
a manner; and in the needleſs appeals which you 
made to him, as to things which would have 
been believed on much leſs evidence than the 
word of Sir J— —. I have not heard ſo much 
of that kind of language, except when paſſing by 
people of low education in the ftreets, for ſome 
years ; whether it be owing to the complaiſance 
with which gentlemen commonly treat our pro- 
feſſion 


* He had reſolution to reprove in a gentle, but effec · 
tual manner, profane or licentious words ſpoken by per- 
ſons of rank and fortune, and had the happy art of 
complimenting them upon ſome good quality they poſ- 
ſeſſed, while he reproved their irregularities; and by 
this means prevented their ſhewing any reſentment. Life, 
P · 263. 
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feſſion, or, as I rather hope, to a ſenſe of what 
is in itſelf reaſonable and decent. 

I am ſure, Sir, that your knowledge of men 
and things is capable of making converſation 


pleaſant and improving, and of filling up your 


full ſhare in it without theſe dreadful expletives 
for dreadful I muſt call them, when confidered 
in a view to that ſtrict account which muſt ſo 
certainly, and ſo quickly, be rendered up to Gad 
for all our words as well as our actions. I was 
the more ſolicitous, Sir, to mention the affair 
to you in conſideration of your office as a 
Magiſtrate ; the dignity of which muſt certainly 
be moſt effectually ſupported by avoiding what- 
ever it might require you to . puniſh in others. 
In this view, Sir, permit me to entreat you to 


join your efforts with thoſe of all other wiſe 


and good men to diſcountenance, and if poſſible, 
to drive out of the world this unprofitable 
enormity of (wearing in common converſation ; 
concerning the evil of which, I am ſure it is 
not - neceſſary to enlarge, when addreſſing myſelf 
to a gentleman. of your good underſtanding. 

I conclude, Sir, with my moſt affectionate 
good wiſhes and prayers for you, that the 
whole of your conduct in every circumſtance. of 
life, may be ſuch as will yield the moſt pleaſ- 
ing reflections in the awful hour of death, and 
the moſt comfortable account before the divine 
tribunal to which we are haſtening; and in the 
ſerious. views of which, I have preſumed to 
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give you this trouble, hoping you will eſteem 

it, as it undoubtedly is, a proof that I am 

with * ſincerity, 
| _ _ Honoured Sir, 
Your moſt faithful 

and obedient humble ſervant, 

Paritie DopprIpGe.* 


9. 


a een 


From DR. OL1VER.+ 


SIR, Bath, January 15, 1743. 
S Father Peter's roaſt beef contained in it 
the quinteſſence of every thing that was 
good, ſo a more ſerious author ſays, that ingra- 
titude is the epitome of all other vices. How 
unhappy then muſt I be, who ſo much defire 
to ſtand fair in my worthy friend Dr. Dod- 
dridge's opinion, and at the ſame time have 
given him ſo much reaſon to think very indif- 
ferently 

After having written this Letter, the Doctor made 
the following remark. — © I thought it more reſpe&ful 
to write to Sir — on this occaſion, than to ſpeak to 
him before the company; but it is a law I lay down to 
myſelf to do the one or the other, leſt I ſhould ſeem 


too indifferent to the honour of God, and the good of 
my friends, and the world about them.” 


+ An eminent Phyſician at Bath; author of a Practical 


Eſſay on the Uſe and Abuſe. of Warm Bathing in Gouty 
Caſes, 
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ferently of me. Indeed, Sir, I have received 
many favours at your hands, which would lo 
ago have been acknowledged with thankfulneſs, 
had my actions correſponded with the ſentiments 
of my heart. But as I know you to be hap- 
py in a great ſhare of chriftian virtues, I can- 
not doubt but forgiveneſs is one in the ſhin- 
ing catalogue. 

Your | Anſwers to the artful writer of the 
pamphlet, Chriſtianity not founded on Argument, 
gave me great pleaſure. You effectually plucked 
that ſnake out of all the graſs under which he 
had endeavoured to lie concealed; you diſpelled 
the miſts and fogs with which he had endea- 
voured to obſcure the truth ; you plainly prov- 


ed, that the religion of Jeſus was founded on 


the immutable baſis of the eternal difference 
between right and wrong, confirmed and propa- 
gated by the moſt ſolid arguments, and there- 
fore highly worthy to be embraced by all rea- 
ſonable creatures. 

Horace's obſervation, difficile eff proprie com- 
munia dicere, makes your Sermon on the erect- 
ing your County-Infirmary the more valuable. 
Publick charities have long been ſo trite a 
ſubject in the pulpit, that we ſcarce expect any 
thing new from the ableſt hands. But you, 
Sir, have treated this worn out ſubject in fo 
maſterly a manner, that the reader will find 
many of his ſofteſt paſſions awakened into ten- 
derneſs and compaſſion towards the fick and the 
diſtreſſed, which had ſlept benummed under the 

„ warmeſt 


— 


_— —_ py 2 — 71 9 .- * | 2 - _ 

: "2 2 >. . 2. 1 . * 

= 3 * 

N "> PP EL SIE... 
7 1 4 oe - AP. 


*:*, YI. 
wa * 


* 
— 


— — — — —— ns 
Fa r = „ * " 
-of . * „ F — 


——ů— — 


— — — 


_ —— 2 — 


1 1 
3 vw * 4 — 12 , . S " 
. Cs £4 a> 8 * 4 * _ Wy. 


— — 


* e * 4 2 : , Fe y 1 - - 4 2 = 1 : p4 4 4 * 2 0 * . — nnn 
= "Bo 393 P r e er” ole os ene en wor en ene —— 2 
3 : => y 2 1 — FS . 1 4 ex < - * — 1 4 — ö 0 : - a 
* * : 
= ww * 


— — 
* 4 
W 5 
22 12 Wann 


3 


262 LETTERS TO AND FROM 


warmeſt influences of the preceding diſcourſes 
on that affecting topick. You write as if you 
felt, while ſome others ſeem to defire that their 
brethren ſhould feel what they themſelves were 
inſenſible of. They write from the head, but 
you from the heart, —But ſurely your applica- 
tion, induſtry, and facility, are very ſurpriſing ! 
Ho conſcious are you of the true value of 
that ineſtimable jewel — Time! How carefully 
muſt you employ every moment, to be able 
to be ſo extenſively uſeful in your generation 
I do not believe any thing could interrupt your 
impetuous courſe, except it pleaſed God to afflict 
yourſelf, or Mrs. Doddridge, with illneſs, which 
J heartily wiſh, for the ſake of the warkd, may 
not be the caſe, I am 
Sir, 
Your moſt obliged humble ſervant, 
WILLIAM QL1vzR, 


LETTER LXXXIIL 
FROM THE SAME, 


' GOOD siR, Bath, November 12, 1744. 
Return you my hearty thanks for the kind 
preſent you have made me of the two vo- 
lumes of your Family Expoſitor. Writing books 
which may make men wiſer and better; im- 
5 prove 
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the mind, and correct the heart; is ſure- 
ly the nobleſt effort of the human faculties | 
It is the moſt diffuſive beneficence we are ca- 
pable of; it not only bleſſes our cotemporaries, 
but extends its happy influence to the moſt 
diſtant poſterity! How unlike the glory of 
heroes and conquerors, is the glory of the au- 
thor of ſuch writings! How infinitely ſuperior ! 
How much more ſolid and ſecure his poſſeſſion 
of it, which no turn of fortune, no accident 
can deſtroy; and which all the tyrants upon 
earth cannot ravage from him. But how dif- 
ferent will their meditations be on the bed of 
ſickneſs and languiſhing ! What comfort will 
theſe great deſtroyers of mankind then feel 
from reflecting on the millions of their fellow. 
creatures who have fallen ſacrifices to their am- 
bition, pride, or avarice; whom they will dread 
to meet in the world they are going to! what 
hope, what joyous conſolation, ſhall the good 
man feel in that trying moment, who has a 
well-grounded confidence, that he is juſt enter- 
ing into a world of ſpirits, where he ſhall be 
received with the acclamations of multitudes ; 


whom he will find enjoying the good effects 


of his pious labours! I do not doubt, Sir, 
but you will be this happy man; and long 
may you continue to labour to ſecure to your- 
ſelf this great, this unſpeakable felicity ! May 
the dear partner of all your joys Jong ſhare 
them with you in health and chearfulneſs, to 
which I think myſelf happy to have in the 
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leaſt contributed. I beg you will make her 
my beſt compliments, and believe me, with true 
reſpect, 1 

Ir, 


Your moſt obliged and obedient ſervant, 
W. Olive. 


Be pleaſed to preſent my humble ſervice to 
Dr. Stonhouſe. A letter of his is juſt come 
to my hands, by which I perceive that his 
kindneſs to our Hoſpital has been ſhamefully 
; neglected, but I will anſwer it very ſoon. 


—— — * — — — 


9 1 * 


LETTER LXXXIV, 
From THE SAME. 


MY GOOD FRIEND, Sept. 18, 1951. 
Am ſorry that your ſweats are come on more 
violently, but I hope change of air will 
take them off. I will prepare every thing for 
you to make your journey comfortable, as far 
as it is in my power, Your friend Mr. Warbur- 
ton has got the Secretary of the Poſt-Office to 
write to the Captain of the Packet-Boat at 
Falmouth, that he may give you the beft . ac- 
commodations poſſible in your Voyage, I have 
juſt now talked with Mr, King, who promiſes 
me a large, roomy, eaſy chariot, which will 
break the jolts of a ſtony road. 1. have juſt 
| been 
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been with the good Counteſs, who promiſes 
that things ſhall be ready for your reception 
to-morrow night. 

You may now ſee, my dear Sir, that virtue 
and religion are not entirely without their re- 
wards in this world. All who know you are 
alarmed for you, for themſelves, for mankind, 
All run with zeal to your aſſiſtance; and who- 
ever can in the leaſt contribute to your eaſe, 
or welfare, rejoices in having ever ſo little a 
ſhare in ſo good a work, But Providence a- 
lone knows whether you have yet fully an- 
ſwered the gracious purpoſes for which you 
were ſent amongſt us. If you have! — we ought 
to be thankful, and to reſign you with grati- 
tude, We humbly hope it may be no offence, 
that we pray to have you yet a little while 
longer continued, where you do ſo much good; 
and where, to mortal eye, you will be fo 
much wanted when taken from us. 

We all hope to ſee you ſafe here to-morrow 
night; and join in our reſpects to your guar- 
dian angel. I am, 

Dear Sir, 
With moſt cordial love and eſteem, 
your moſt affectionate friend, 
W. OrLivers 


LETTER 
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EE TT E R EXTEY: 
From DR. NEwToON.* 


DEAR SIR, Hertford-College, Jan. 26, 1743. 
OUR two Sermons I have peruſed with 
much pleaſure ; and hope they have had, 

and will have, the good effect intended by the 
pious and learned author, I ſhould readily have 
complied with the requeſt of the Committee, 
and have preached at the opening of your In- 
firmary, if the multiplicity of buſineſs I have 
at preſent upon me would have permitted. But, 
| whoever ſhall do it, he will make uſe of the 
motives to the Charity which you have men- 
tioned in your Sermon at the firſt opening of 
the ſcheme; and I think he will not be able 
to preſs them in a more affecting manner, — 
Biſhop Burnet in the Hiſtory of his own Times, 
ſpeaking of Nairn, ſays, That he confidered 
the Paſtoral Function as a Dedication of the 
whole man to God and his ſervice.” And who- 
ever reads your Diſcourſe on the Evil and 
Danger of neglecting the Souls of Men, will, 
I think, be convinced, that you are of the ſame 
opinion. I have made ſome few alterations in 
the Statutes communicated to you by Mr. Tho- 
rold; and intend in about a twelvemonth's time 
to publiſh them, with reaſons for particulars 
annexed ; 


Principal of Hertford College, Oxford, 
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annexed ; and with a reſolution to conſider any 
advice that ſhall be given me. And, in the 
mean time, ſhould be glad to ſee what hath 
been your plan of education fince the year 1729. 
Mr. Hunt gives his ſervice to you, and is 
glad to have his Diſſertation approved by ſo 
good a judge, He is, at preſent, engaged by 
Dr. Mead in finiſhing a work which was left 
imperfe& by Pocock, the Son. It is a Latin 
tranſlation of Abdo/latiph's Natural Hiitory of 
Egypt from the Arabic. As ſoon as he has 
done this, he will go on to print his Diſſerta- 
tions on the Proverbs: one of which he has 
herewith ſent you, as it agrees with what you 
have ſaid of Proverbs xxvi. 7, in your Notes 
to your Sermon on the Northampton-I 

which he likes very much. I ſhall be glad to 
ſee you either in Oxford or Laundon- Grange, 
whenever it ſuits your convenience. And am 
with great eſteem, and with my ſervice to Dr, 
Stonhouſe, 


Dear Sir, 


Your affectionate friend and ſervant, 
' Ricfard NEWTON, 


LETTER 
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LETTER IXYEVWY 
From THE SAME, 


DEAR SIR, Hertford-College, April 2, 1744 

Am aſhamed to own, and hope you have 
1 forgot, how long it is fince I was favoured 
with a kind letter from you. The truth is, 
though I have not had any ill health to com- 
plain of as the occaſion of my delay, (and la- 
ment that you have had,) yet, of the ſuperfeta- 
tions of bufineſs, which. you ſpeak of, I have 
had plenty. I very much approve of the ſum- 
mary account of your method of education giv- 
en in the conduct of your Pupil, during the 
ſeries of his academical ſtudies between pages 
the 12th and 2oth. But, I know, you do not 
expect that every ſcholar, deſerving to have your 
aſſiſtance, ſhould have Mr. Steffe's parts; nor 
believe, but that many, who may not be able 
to reach his attainments, may yet -be very uſe- 
ful in the miniſterial office. However, there is 
no harm in making a perfect model. Some few 
may have ardour enough to come up to it: 
more will try to approach it: thoſe who ſhall 
get but half way, will not be without compe- 
tent learning to do a great deal of good with, 
if there be not a deficiency in paſtoral care and 
| perſonal character. I have not yet read Mr. 

Chandler's Reply, nor indeed any thing written 
on 
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on the ſubject. But, I hope, to find time to 
do it, which I have not at preſent. I have 
two parts of what you have ſaid in anſwer to 
Chriſtianity not founded on Argument at the | 
Grange, whither I ſhall carry fome other of your 5 


ormances, and where I may have the op- 
portunity of reading them, as I have thoſe Let- 15 
ters, with much ſatisfaction. There, when I * 


ſhall have the favour to ſee you, we may talk 
over matters more freely than perhaps either 
you or I care to write about them. In the 
mean time, believe me, what I am, 

Your affectionate: friend and ſervant, 


R. NEwrox. 4 


—_ 


LETTE R LXXXVIL 
FroM DR, LARDNER. 


Hoxton-Square, London, March 4,1742=3. 
DEAR SIR, 
I Am obliged to you for preſents of ſeveral 
of your very valuable performances, and ; 
have nothing new to ſend you in return. In- . = 
deed, it is not apt to fit uneaſy on the mind, 1 
to be indebted to a man of your merit. Ne- 
vertheleſs, I would humbly entreat you to ac- 
cept of this ſet of the Credibility of the Goſ- 
pel Hiſtory, ſo far as is publiſhed, I cannot 
tell whether you have every volume already. 
However, I ſuppoſe, that this third edition of 
the 
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the firſt part, which is reckoned more beauti- 

ful than the former, may be new to you. I 

heartily wiſh you ſucceſs in your uſeful labours 

of various kinds, and am, 
| Sir, 

Your very humble ſervant, - 

E NATHANIEL LARDNER. 


L ET T ER LXXXVIIL 
FROM THE SAME. 


REV. AND DEAR SIR, Feb. 26, 1744—5. 
Am obliged to you for your letter of Feb, 

9; and I heartily thank you for the kind 
| preſent of The Riſe and progreſs of Religion, which 
is writ with all your uſual life and ſpirit. And 
I fincerely pray - that it may be uſeful for a- 
wakening and quickening many. I do not know 
how it came to paſs, that you had the Ser- 
mon for Dr. Hunt no ſooner, for Mr. Waugh 
had early orders about it. I rejoice that you 
are ſo well recovered; and hope your health 
will be eſtabliſhed, that you may with pleaſure 
proceed in your uſeful deſigns. I make no doubt 
but you will throw a great deal of new light 
upon the Book of the Acts. They who ſtudy 
and explain the ſcriptures in general, or how- 
ever the Books of the New Teſtament, from 


the beginning to the end, in a continued courſe, 
(as 
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(as you- and ſome other among us are doing,) 
have a great advantage for improving themſelves 
and others. I ſhall be very glad to fee your 
papers about Proſelytes. I apprehend that they 
who moſt attend to the preſcriptions of the 


law of Moſes about them, will beſt underſtand 


the ſentiments of the Phariſees in the time of 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles. For it ſo happened, 
that thoſe men were moſt zealous for the pe- 
culiarities of the law, when divine Providence 
intended to relax or abrogate them. This ap- 
pears. from Joſephus, The enmity againſt ſtrang- 
ers or foreigners ran very high among them. 
I do not certainly know, whether you have ever 
met with three or four chapters of Maimonides, 
tranſlated and publiſhed by Dr. Prideaux. If 
you were to read that work, you might judge 
how far the now common prevailing notion of 
two forts of Proſelytes is borrowed from the 
Jews. I have not the book by me, though I 
once read it, You might conſider what privi- 
leges Maimonides allows to thoſe who obſerve 
the. Noachical Precepts, as they are called, for 
I do not now recolle& them. I have great 
reaſon to be well pleaſed, that you are not 
offended at my hiſtory of the Manicheans. 
They are a people, with whom very few of 
late ſeem to be well acquainted. Some ſpeak 
of them as if they were atheiſts : whereas, cer- 
tainly, they were chriſtians. Though I have 
vindicated them upon ſome occaſions, I have 
left them chargeable with many errors and ab- 

ſurdities. 


—_—_ 
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furditiess We have no reaſon to diſcourage 
the clearing up their characters. Time was, 
when the Popiſh writers always called the Cal- 
viniſts, Manicheans. Before the reformation, in 
the fifteenth century, thoſe chriſtians that op- 
poſed the tyranny of the church of Rome were 

often ſo called. I think there were burnt twelve 
| perſons at once in ſome city of the Southern 
part of France, called Manicheans. What Beau- 
fobre met with of that kind, about thoſe times, 
occaſioned his ſtudying and writing the Hiſtory 
of Manicheiſm, in two volumes. And, if his 
deſign had been finiſhed, he would have come 
down to the times juſt preceding the reforma. 
tion. You are pleaſed to invite me to men- 
tion remarks upon your excellent Paraphraſe of 
the Goſpels. I ſhall therefore juſt propoſe one 
thing, relating to Luke xvii. 35, which we 
tranſlate was come nigh; you, was yet nigh. I 
| have heard your tranſlation of «yy<4y diſputed. 
Moreover, according to St. Luke, our Saviour 
was not yet come to Jericho. Can you then 
offer any thing farther in defenſe of your in- 

tation? 

e an ee mice 
a tender of my reſpectful ſalutations to Mrs, 
Doddridge, and entreat your acceptance of my 
hearty wiſhes for the long continuance of your 
* and extenſive uſefulneſs. I am, 

Dear Sir, | 
Your affectionate friend 
and faithful humble ſervant, 


N. LARDN ER. 


LETTER 


THE REV. DR. DODDRIDGE. 273 


LETTER LXXXIE. 


FROM THE SAME. 


London, Dec. 31, 1748. 
REV. AND DEAR SIR, 


Think I did as good as make a promiſe to 
ſend you ſome remarks upon the third . vo- 
lume of your Family Expoſitor. I hope you will, 
of your own goodneſs, apologize for the long 
delay of performing it. You have happily 
thrown a great deal of light upon the As of 
the Apoſtles. 1 am particularly obliged to you 
for the honourable mention which you have 
been pleaſed to make of me upon many occa- 
fions, I likewiſe thank you for aflerting and 
confirming the opinion, that the Jews had not 
Fus Gladii in the time of our Saviour, I am 
alſo well pleaſed to ſee, how clear you keep 
of the now common opinion about Proſelytes of 
the Gate, and how you at ſometimes overthrow 
it by good reaſons. Nevertheleſs I ſhall take 
the liberty to obſerve a few particulars, about 
which I heſitate, as alſo ſome other things. 
Page 18. Note (k.) You ſay, with many others, 
that there was then no Muſt, or new Wine. But 
where wines are made, they have two ſorts of 
Muſt, that very new, and ſome a little older, 
but not ſo fit for drinking, as when a year old, 
or more, I ſhall refer to a paſſage or two 
of 
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of Auguſtin. de Hereſ. Manicheorum, c. 46 : Nec 
muſti aliguid vel recentiſſimi ſorbent. Therefore 
there were two ſorts of Muſt. And De Morib. 
Manich. |. 2. c. 44. Nam Muſto recentiore per- 
verſitas ſenſuum citius ſolet accidere. 

Page 56, 57. Holy Child Jeſus. Methinks, 

that would be better rendered holy Son Feſus, or 
ſacred Servant Jeſus. The original word na- 
turally bears thoſe ſenſes. You know how the 
Romaniſts frequently paint Jeſus in arms: and 
that they pay a wonderful devotion to the child, 
or infant, Jeſus. Whereas, at ſpeaking thoſe 
words, Jeſus was exalted. 
Page 78. Neglefled: mTmapIzwogerro, I have a 
notion, that word fignifies overlooked, or quite 
omitted and neglected. But I want authorities 
for that ſenſe, and ſhall be glad, if you meet 
with them, to be favoured with an account of 
them by you. 

Page 82. There is an interpretation of Li- 
bertines, which you, and I, and all our authors 
have neglected. But I may not ſtay to give 2 
particular account of it. 

Page 130. Note (l.) I do not ſee any proof, 
that the Eunuch was baptiſed by immer/ion. Nor 
were you under any neceſſity of allowing it. 


He and Philip went out of the chariot to the 
water, and ftood in the water, and Philip poured 
ſome of the water upon him. To be baptiſed 
in the chariot was unbecoming the ſolemnity 
of the ordinance, It was proper to go out, 


and 
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and ſtand, and make a ſolemn profeſſion of faith, 
arid be initiated by Philip. All the reaſonings 
of Mr. B. ' and others, for immerſion, taken 
from the Eunuch's getting out of the chariot, 
have appeared to me inconcluſive, not to ſay 
weak and trifling. Nor do I ſee reaſon to 
think, that John the Baptiſt uſed immerſion, 
but rather otherwiſe. The frequent uſe of bath- 
ing in thoſe countries is a conſideration of lit. 
tle moment here. Men might ſo waſh them- 
ſelves. But among all the waſhings and puri- 
fications in the Old Teſtament, there is not, I 
ſuppoſe, one inſtance of any perſon being dip- 
ped or immerſed by another. It is contrary to 
decency, and to the reſpect we owe to one ano- 
ther. As for the baptiſm of Jewiſh Proſelytes, 
I take it to be a mere fiction of the Rabbins, 
by whom we have ſuffered ourſelves to be often 
impoſed upon. 

Page 130. Note (m.) concerning the Spirit's 
falling upon the Eunuch. I take that to be 
a bold addition or interpolation of the Critic, 
that modelled the Alex, MS, or the copies 
from which it was taken. I refer you to R. 
Wetſtein's Praef. page 4, to the ſecond edi- 
tion of Maſtricht's, or Wetſtein's New Teſta. 
ment, Amſt. 1735, who ſays of the writer of 
that Manuſcript, omnia denique pro lubitu inter- 
polarit, &c. Whatever probability there may 
be, that the Eunuch did then, or ſometime 
after, receive the Spirit, I think, that clauſe 
not to be any part of the New Teſtament. 

Si Notwith- 
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Notwithſtanding what I have faid, undoubtedly, 
the Alexandrian Manuſcript is an invaluable 
treaſure, 

Page 243. Ch. xv. v. 29. Note (s.) I think, 
you juſtly look upon that equitable rule, to be 
an interpolation 1n that place. And I believe 
that if you had - recolleted what I have offer- 
ed relating to it in the chapter of St. Cyprian, 
vol. 4, pages 771, 772, and page 780— 798, 
particularly from 798 to 810, you would have re- 
ferred to it. I thought, then, that I had good 
reaſon to take a great deal of pains about the 
right reading of that text, 

Page 2, of Addit. Notes, Ne. g. is a beau- 
tiful paſſage: but perhaps too ſevere upon the 
ancient hereticks. You remember, the words 
there cited are not the words of Euſebius him- 
ſelf, but of another writer, of no great impor- 
tance, And the perſons, whom he treats ſo 
roughly, and harſhly, admitted the New Teſta- 
ment and the Chriſtian Revelation, though they 
had difficulties about the Old Teſtament, which 
they were not able to ſolve, and which perhaps 
were not well ſolved for them by others. Vea, 
as it ſeems, there were not many of them, who 
totally rejected the Old Teſtament. I have ta- 
ken notice of this paſſage, V. 3. p. 43 — 48. 

I have now written a long letter, which, if 
you pleaſe, you may look over at ſome leiſure 
hour: and even then, I wiſh it may not prove 
tedious. You will be ſo good as to excule 
bad writing. | | 
GS FEW [ have 
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I have not yet read Dr. Middleton's new book 
about the Miraculous Powers in the Church. 
I was of a different opinion from him: but 
muſt review it. I imagine you can, without 
difficulty, refer me to ſome paſſages in Euſehius 
relating to that matter, with regard to extraor- 
dinary aſſiſtances of Martyrs in his time, and 
ſome other things. I ſhould be glad of the 
favour of your references to what you judge 
the moſt material paſſages of this kind in that 
author. | 
I have read the firſt volume of Mr. Bower's 
Hiſtory of the Popes, and am much pleaſed 
with it. I am, | 
| Dear Sir, 

Your fincere and affectionate friend, 
and humble ſervant, 
N. LARDNVER. 


P. S. I am obliged to you for your kind 
preſents of Mr. Shepherd's Sermons, and your 
own upon John vii. 37. 


T 3 LETTER 
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IS © & a. oy WW . 
FrRoM THE BISHOP OF OxForn,* 


REV. SIR, Cuddeſden, Sept. 29, 1743. 
Return you many thanks for your favourable 
| opinion both of my Sermon and its au- 

thor, though expreſſed in a manner, which you 
would have forborn, if you had known me bet- 
ter. Plain men ſhould be treated in a plain 
way: and nobody ſhould have things ſaid to 
him, which he doth not deſerve; and ought 
not to hear if he did. Let us all endeavour to 
do what good we can: and give thoſe who 
ſeem to endeavour it faithfully, the comfort of 
knowing we think they ,do : but never tempt 
one another to forget we are unprofitable ſer- 
vants. I am in no danger of tranſgreſſing this 
rule, when I fay, that I have read your works 
with great ſatisfaction, and I hope ſome benefit: 
and both rejoice and wonder, that in the midſt 
of your other occupations you continue able, as 
I pray God you long may, to oblige your 
fellow-chriftians ſo often and ſo highly from 
the preſs. Indeed it muſt and ought to be 
owned in general, that the diſſenters have done 
excellently of late years in the ſervice of chriſti- 
anity; and I hope our common warfare will make 
us chiefly attentive to our common intereſt, and 
unite us in a cloſer alliance. I believe, on the 
| beſt enquiry I can make, that what 1 have 
| | ſaid 
Dr. Secker. 
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faid in favour of our Charity-Schools is true. 


And you do very well to propagate a ſenſe of 
religion amongſt your own people by the ſame 
method. I have read Dr. Watts's Eſſay on the 
ſubject, which fell into my hands but yeſter- 
day, with much pleaſure, and a little ſurpriſe, 
to ſee in how many points we have coincided : 
an evidence, I preſume, that we are both in 
the right. I congratulate you heartily on the 
proſpect you have of ſucceſs in your Hoſpital ; 
and as I am very ſenſible of what peculiar 
advantage it would be to have one at Oxford, 
fo I have not only taken all opportunities of 
expreſling and inculcating my opinion, but ſhould 
long before now have made ſome trial what 
could be done in the matter; if hopes had 
not been given me, that Dr. Radcliffe's Truſtees, 
when his Library is finiſhed, will employ ſome 
part of the reſidue of his money in this ex- 
cellent work. You were much to blame in not 
letting me ſee you at Gloceſter : and the Biſhop, 
when he knows it, will be as ſorry as I am, 
that you paſſed by us in the manner you did. 
The time of my being in town and that of 
your coming thither, I am afraid, are different. 
But if any occafion bring you near me, either 
there or here, I beg you will not think you 
need any introducer: for I am with great eſ- 
teem and regard, 
8 Rev. Sir, 
Your very humble ſervant, 
Tao. OxroRD. 
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r 
FrRoM THE SAME. 


St. James's, Weſtminſter, Feb. 21, 1744—5. 

RE. SIR, | 
Thank you for your candid reception of my 
ſmall Remarks, Your favourable opinion 
of the Church of England gives me no fur- 
priſe, but much pleaſure. And as I agree with 
you heartily, in wiſhing, that fuch things as 
we think indifferent, and you cannot be brought 
to think lawful, were altered or left free, in 
ſuch a manner, as that we might all unite: fo 
1 have no reaſon to believe, that any one of 
the Biſhops wiſhes otherwiſe : and I know ſome 
that wiſh it ſtrongly, whom I fear many of 
the diſſenters take to be of a different ſpirit : 
nor perhaps were the body of the clergy ever 
ſo well diſpoſed to it, as now. But ftill I ſee 
not the leaſt. proſpe&t of it. For they who 
ſhould be moſt concerned for it, are moſt of 
them too little ſo. And of others, few that 
have influence think it can be worth while, ei- 
ther to take any pains, or ſpend any time, a- 
bout matters of this nature: and too many 
Judge the continuance of a ſeparation uſeful to 
their particular ſchemes. Amongſt theſe laſt, 
the enemies of religion are apt to conſider the 
diſſenters as their allies againſt the Eſtabliſhed 
Church, "But as I hope, they will never have 
* | cauſe 
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cauſe to join in any deſigns againſt it: fo I 
am fully perſuaded, they will never think a 
combination with ſuch perſons juſtifiable, either 
in point of prudence or of conſcience. 

The Biſhop of Gloceſter defires you to ac- 
cept his thanks and compliments : and I am, 


Rev. Sir, 
Your very humble ſervant, 
Tno. Oxrorp. 


BI ETALELR CH 
FrRoM THE ARCHBISHOP or CANTERBURY,* 


REV, SIR, Lambeth, July 21, 1749. 
Have been, fince I received your Letter, in 
a very diſagreeable fituation, moving my fa- 
mily to Lambeth. : 

I have a very true regard and honour for 
you, and ſhall be moſt fincerely glad to ſee 
you, whenever your affairs- bring you to Lon- 
don. I have objection but to two days within 
the time you mention from the 24th inſtant, 
to the 10th of Auguſt, which are Wedneſday, 
July 27, and the Saturday following. I am 
always at home, and the ſooner my friends call 
upon me in the morning ſo much the better, 
I am at leifure conſtantly by nine. 


I muſt 
* Dr, Secker. 
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I muſt beg the favour of you to give my 
ſervice to Mr. and, if you pleaſe, Mrs. Weſt. 
I cannot go to ſettle at Croydon this ſummer, 
for reaſons very apparent to a man that knows 
any thing of cleaning and furniſhing houſes, 
called Palaces, I am, | 

With moſt fincere eſteem, 
Rev. Sir, 
Your obliged and aſſured friend, 


Tro, CanTUaRr : 


* — 


LETTER KXCIII, 


Fon THE SAME. 


REV. SIR, Lambeth Houſe, June 27, 1751. 

Am always glad to ſee you. I ſhall be at 

home on Saturday morning, and you re- 

member I am an early man. 1 ſhall be glad 

of any information on the ſubje& you mention, 
or on any other. I am, 

Rev. Sir, < 
Your aſſured friend, 
Tuo. Caxrvax: 


LETTER 
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LETT E N Ne. 


Fro0M DR, DoDDRIDGE,* 


Northampton, October 13, 1748. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 


OUR Letters, wiſe and good and kind, as 
they were cordial indeed, and felt as ſuch, 

had perhaps remained ſome weeks longer un- 
anſwered, if another had not reached me by 
the laſt poſt, on ſuch an occaſion as would 
admit of no delay; but which, tenderly as 
you have adjuſted the matter, neceſſarily up- 
braids my former filence, and makes me quite 
aſhamed of it. Yet ſure I am, you would 
pity me, if you knew what I am neceſſitated 
to write. Indeed I ſpend ſo much time with - 
my pen in my hand that I am aſtoniſhed at 
my own health, which was never better, ex- 
cepting a pain in my right hand, which graſp. 
ing the pen ſo much has occaſioned, and by 
which I ſometimes fear leſt any tendon be 
ſtrained, or perhaps contracted: yet, I thank 
God, it ſeldom affets any motion but that 
which ſeems to have produced it. Only my 
good friend, remember this when I ſeem un- 
grateful to ſo much goodneſs as yours; which 
] really think, frequent and conſtant as my ad- 
dreſſes to the throne of grace for you are, 
and tenderly as my heart intereſts itſelf in all 
the 


® To the Rev Mr. Wood of Norwich. 
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the concerns of your health, uſefulneſs and com- 
fort, I do not, and cannot; by * means, 
ſuitably repay. 

Now I have begun I could write to you all 
day, and fill a great many ſheets, were I to 
indulge my own inclinations; but as I know 
I have but a few minutes to write in, I muſt 
uſe them to the moſt material purpoſe that I 
can. But I cannot come to the important and 
affecting occaſion and ſubject of your laſt, till 
I have congratulated you and your good lady 
on your recovery and the re-eſtabliſhment of 
your health to ſuch a degree; in which I 
adore that God, who hears prayers, for his 
compaſſion to me and to his church. Ten- 
derly did I wait every circumſtance of infor- 
mation, during the time of your dangerous ill- 
neſs; and one way or another, ſo kindly did 
Providence order it, I had more frequent in- 
telligence relating to you, than I ever had in 
double that time before or ſince. I doubt not 
but your reſolutions for the ſervice of God, your 
deliverer and your ſaviour, are renewed; and I 
rejoice in the ſupport he gave you, and the 
mercy he has wrought out for you, methinks 
as if my life and ſoul were in the place of 
yours. 

But I will now, leſt I leave not myſelf room 
to do it, condole with you and your friends at 
Woodbridge, on the Death of that worthy and 
excellent ſervant of Chriſt, your Uncle. Mr. 
nN had informed me of the affecting Pro- 
| vidence 
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vidence by Mr. Aſhworth, from whom I re- 


ceived the news of it near a week ago, and 
had deſired me to adviſe the people to a ſuit- 
able miniſter if I could. Truly, I think Mr. 
K— a very ſuitable one, if they have no ob- 
jection to a Baxterian Calviniſt (which, by the 
way, I think a very proper expreſſion) and I 
believe, they would find the good effects of his 
excellent gifts, for they are diſtinguiſned; and 
that the ſeriouſneſs and ſweetneſs of his temper, 
and prudence of his conduct, would make them 
very happy. I muſt profeſs to you, that I find 


tit extremely difficult to direct vacant churches, 


in the moderately calviniſtical way (as moſt that 
apply to me are) to ſuitable miniſters. - And I 
have hardly ever known the time when it was 
more difficult. I have no pupil to ſend out 
till Midſummer, and then hope, if God ſpare 
our lives, to furniſh the churches with ſeveral 
excellent perſons. The moſt probable means I 
can think of to direct you which way to look, 
in ſubordination to that upward proſpe& which 
I know you, dear Sir, have your eyes ever up- 
on, is to mention two or three pious, ſenſible; 
and in the main, popular men, whom narrow 
circumſtances force from their preſent ſituation, 
and to leave you to correſpond with any of 
them as you may think fit for either of the 
places in queſtion, The firſt of theſe I think 
you know, Mr. Wilkinſon, now at Deal, if a 
wife and three children, with little but a place 
to depend upon, be no objection. He is an 

admirable 
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admirable preacher, and a moſt lovely man. My 
neighbour, Mr. Gainſborough, of Newport-Pag- 
nel, will leave his people; he is a worthy man, 
but low ſpirited, and ſeems to have ſome ob- 
jections againſt Suffolk; but whether equally 
againſt all parts of it, I know not. Mr. Affleck, 
whom I formerly mentioned, is very much eſ- 
teemed in Holland, where he is now ſupplying, 
during good Mr. Longueville's abſence; and he 
is certainly both in prayer and preaching, in 
my judgment, uncommonly excellent; and his 
temper and character remarkably good. But, as 
I formerly told you, he is a Scotchman; though 
really in his pronunciation much mended. He 
is a calviniſt, but of great moderation, exem- 
plary humility, zeal, and activity for the glory 
of Chriſt and ſalvation of fouls, This is all 
the information I can give you that I think 
material, and I leave you to adviſe our friends 
at Woodbridge and Wrentham as you judge 
moſt convenient. 

Let me now conclude with our united and 
moſt affectionate ſervices to yourſelf and lady, 
not forgetting my other friends at Norwich and 
in your former neighbourhood. I muſt not, 
by any means, omit to beg your prayers for 
Mrs. Doddridge, who expects to be confined 
in a ſhort time. You know what a good wife 
is, and ſhe is one of the beſt, and riſes in va- 
lue every year. I am, 

Your affectionate friend and brother, 
P. Doppripcs. 


P. S. 
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P. S. Fain would I, if poflible, end my Family 


Expoſitor ; with the third volume of which I 
rejoice, if you and my other friends are pleaſ- 
ed, Truly I ſpared no pains to make it wor- 
thy their acceptance. I continue daily going on 
with the remaining Books of the New Teſta. 
ment, and am now in Jude; ſo that I h 

end the firſt copy, from which, if I ſhould be 
removed, the work might be printed, by the 
end of December : but I have carried the notes 
no farther than Ephefians, being intent on the 
paraphraſe, verſion, and improvements, as what 
to general edification, ſeemed moſt material. 


LETTER KXCV. 
From THE SAME. | 


Northampton, May 2, 1749. 
Take off my pen from a Sermon which I 
am preparing for the preſs as faſt as 1 
can, leſt it ſhould be out of ſeaſon, to write 
to my dear friend Mr. Wood a Letter, which 


muſt in every reſpect be unſatisfactory to him 


2 ach; both with regard to its length 
and the particulars it will contain. I applied 
to Mr. C— in favour of Mr. F— with all 
the earneſtneſs any of his friends could wiſh; 
but had the mortification to hear by the laft 
poſt from that gentleman, that the place which 

I was 
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J was ſoliciting was diſpoſed of before Mr. T— 
died. I beg you would aſſure good Mr. F—, 
with my moſt cordial ſalutations, that I ſhould 
have rejoiced in an opportunity of ſerving his 
grandſon; and that I am extremely glad to hear 
he deſerves ſo very good a character from ſuch 
a perſon as Mr. Wood, whoſe recommendation 
weighs with me as much as that of any per- 
ſon I could name. 
Much am I troubled to tell you, that at laſt, 
after much deliberation with myſelf, I am ob- 
liged to determine not to attempt ſeeing my 
Norfolk friends this year, though they are juſt- 
ly ſo peculiarly dear to me. I intended to have 
come, I longed for the journey, and rejoiced 
in the proſpect, but various important con- 
ſiderations forbid it, and oblige me to defer 
it one year; but I hope, if God ſpare our 
lives, nothing will then prevent it. I have loft 
my aſſiſtant. I expect company in the vacation. 
I have a Manuſcript of Dr. Watts's, which 
will require great care to prepare for the preſs. 
When I was abſent laſt ſummer, a moravian 
teacher crept in, and has made a fad breach 
among us, and erected a little congregation, 
conſiſting chiefly of thoſe who were members 
with us, and once among thoſe who ſeemed moſt 
cordially affected towards me, ſome of them 
aged and experienced chriſtians. It is now a 
criſis among us, God ſeems. bringing in many 
to ſupply. the place of the ſeceders. It appears 
to me that my miniſtry at home was never 


more 
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more neceſſary. I am very deſirous of finiſhing 


my Notes on the New Teſtament, that if I ſhould 
die quickly, an event which entire as my health 
now is, I accuſtom myſelf to expe&, the world 
may loſe as little as poſſible, But indeed by 
me it can, (fondly as your friendſhip mag- 
nifies the little creature,) loſe no great matter 
at any event. Oh, that I could unboſom a 
little of my heart to you: but already am [ 
called to lecture: what ſhall I ſay in the broken 


moment that remains? That every line you 


write to me increaſes my love, and, when you 
ſhew not how very much you over-rate my 
importance, increaſes my eſteem. I think with 
horror of the character and caſe of the poor 
wretch that is gone, and ſhould rejoice to hear 
that he died awakened and trembling. Such no. 
tions of faith, and of an abrogated converſion, 
if I may fo call it, loſt in years of folly and 


wickedneſs, ſeem to me full as miſchievous as 


that of popiſh indulgencies, and both ſpring 
from the ſame fountain, and are abetted by 
the ſame ſupporters, I mean the great enemies 
of our ſalvation, My wife joins her ſervices to 
all, for ſhe knows them all by name, and ſe- 
veral of them by valuable tokens of friendſhip, 
indeed I may ſay all of them. Excuſe this fad 
ſcrawl, which the dampneſs of the paper, juſt 
ſent me in, almoſt obliterates. Mr. Lincolne 
may expect to hear from me ſoon, in the 
mean time pleaſe to tell him, his ſon goes on 
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and ſets but well. But Oh, the labourers are 

very, very few. Farewell, my dear friend. I am 
Your ever affectionate friend and brother, 


and greatly obliged humble ſervant, 
P. DoppriDGe, 
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FRom THE SAME, 


Northampton, Feb. 27, 1749—50. 

MY DEAR FRIEND, 
OUR former letter had ſo much prepar- 
ed me to hear of the death of that wor- 
thy and uſeful ſervant of Chriſt, Mr. Saunders, 
that your laſt which brought me the melancho- 
ly news did not at all ſurpriſe me; though 
it could not but tenderly affect me. I have 
loſt a friend who was mindful of me in his 
prayers: but God will remember his prayers 
and yours: and perhaps, I owe the pleaſant 
manner in which I am now going on, and the 
viſible bleſſing which, unworthy as I am, does 
indeed attend me in my Tongregation and writ- 
ings, ' my academy and family, in part to the 
prayers of thoſe whom death has long fince 
ſeparated from me, as well as of thoſe my dear 
friends whom a kind Providence continues, and 
particularly and fingularly I am perſuaded to 
yours, May thoſe petitions which I am ſo 
frequently 
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frequently repeating for you be as graciouſly 
regarded, as I truſt they will, by the God of 
all mercy; for though I am leſs worthy of be- 
ing heard, you are much more worthy of being 
remembered. | A 

I take my part with my dear friend in the 
pleaſure his humane heart muſt find in being the 
meſſenger of agreeable tidings to the diſtreſſed, 
or in ſeeing the appearances or openings of 
Providence in their favour, and it will always 
be a delight to me to be in any degree the 
inſtrument of giving him ſuch a ſatisfaction. I 
ſhall not fail to inform Miſs Ekins,“ when I 


U 2 | write, 


This excellent Lady, daughter of Thomas Ekins, Eſq. 
of Cheſter-on-the-Water, in Northamptonſhire, was Dr. 
Doddridge's ward: the afterwards married the Rev. Dr. 
James Stonhouſe; and died December 10th, 1788. The 
following Inſcription on her Monument, erected in the 
Hot-Wells Chapel, near Briſtol, written by her friend M1ss 
Hannau Monz, does but ſpeak her exemplary virtues, 


Come, Reſignation! wipe the human Tear 
Domeſtic Anguiſh drops o'er Virtue's Bier; 
Bid ſelfiſh Sorrow huſh the fond Complaint, 
Nor from the God ſhe lov'd detain the Saint. 


Truth, Meekneſs, Patience, honour'd Shade! were thine, 
And holy Hope, and Charity divine: 

Tho' theſe thy forfeit Being could not ſave, 

Thy Faitk ſubdu'd the Terrors of the Grave. 


Oh! if thy /ving Excellence could teach, 

Death has a loftier Emphaſis of Speech : 

In Death thy laſt, beſt Leſſon ſtill 1mpart, 

And write, PRETARE TO DIE, on every Heart. 
Hannan Mon. 
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write, of the manner in which her letter was 
received by her coufin, and to cultivate to the 
utmoſt of my power every friendly and every 
generous diſpoſition in her mind. Pray that 
ſhe may be guarded from the ſnares which her 
tender age, lively temper, and plentiful fortune 
may concur to expoſe her to. 

I fear my zeal to ſerve your neighbourhood, 
at your requeſt, has tranſported me too far. 
Immediately on receiving yours about a month 
ago, I wrote to engage Mr. Laugher of Stam- 
ford, an ingenious, ſerious, acceptable and wor- 
thy youth, once my pupil, and I think move- 
able, to make you a viſit. He has accepted 
the propoſal, and will wait on you for your 
directions about the middle of next week, if 
God proſper his journey, and he will be where 
you pleaſe to order him for three following 
Sundays. If Denton have not young Mr. Saun. 
ders in view, and dare venture on ſo young a 
man as Mr. Laugher, who will be ripening 
among them, I hope he might be of ſervice 
there. You might depend on his regard for your 
counſels, but I fancy, one way or other, his 
journey may anſwer ſome good end; as being 
acquainted with him you may have your eye 
upon him in future vacancies as one whom 
I would wiſh removed from the little handful 
of people, among whom his good abilities are 
almoſt loſt, to a ſtation of more extenſive ſer- 
vice, I commit him and you to divine guidance. 
If he be agreeable, he may perhaps return 
| ſoon 
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ſoon after the time you mention, or if he can- 
not, I may ſend you another ſupply, and will 
endeavour to do ſo when you deſire it. Oh, how 
pleaſant is it to aſſiſt ſuch a cauſe and ſuch a 


friend! I was never better, but never bufier, 


yet ſee what a long letter I have ſcribbled, 
but it is to dear Mr. Wood, who has a right 
to a thouſand times more acknowledgments than 
he can ever receive from his ever affectionate, 
faithful, and obliged, 
P. Doppribas, 
P. S. I ſhall order Ophiomaches on your re- 
commendation. Have you ſeen Bower's excellent 


Hiſtory of the Popes? 


LN FFF 
FROM THE SAME. 


Augult 25, 1750. 

MY VERY DEAR FRIEND, 
HEN I quitted you with ſo much ten- 
der regret, after having received ſo 
many engaging favours, and ſpent ſo many de- 
lightful hours with you, I retained a ſecret 
hope, that I ſhould long *ere this have renew- 
ed the converſe, in ſuch an imperfect manner 
as pen and paper would have allowed me to 
do it: but the continued hurry of every day 
and hour that I ſpent in and about London, 
U 3 gave 
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gave me no opportunity of doing it, in a man- 
ner that would have been in any degree ſatiſ- 
factory to me. Of my fafe arrival hither, I 
knew Miſs Ekins would inform you, and what 
I wrote on the outfide of her letter in ſhort- 
hand, would juſt acquaint you with my getting 
well to London. That I eſteem you. as one 
of the worthieſt men upon earth, and one of 
the moſt able and faithful of miniſters in the 
preſent age; that I look on your excellent lady 
as one of the wiſeſt and beſt of her ſex, and 
number you both among the tendereſt, moſt en- 
paging, and delightful friends, I think you al- 
ready are as ſure of as any words of mine 
can make you: and you muſt be ſure, that 
we have a deep and laſting ſenſe of the num- 
berleſs obligations you . heaped upon vs at 
Norwich, and wherever elſe we had your com- 
pany, unleſs we are, what I think we never 
ſhall or can be, loſt-to all ſenſe of friendſhip 
and gratitude, 

T was defirous, when I did write, to fill up 
at leaſt a page or two, and to give you ſome 
little intelligence as to the ſtate in which 1 
found things in London, and the probable ſuc- 
ceſs of the ſchemes, which you knew I was 
forming. Now here in the general, I am to 
tell you that, according to your repeated prayers, 
when I was with you, and I doubt not fince I 
was ſeparated from you, the hand of my God 
hath been upon me for good, and whitherſoever 
I have gone I have FIT You may re- 
member, 
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member, that there were three affairs of a pub- 
lick nature which were the objects of my par- 
ticular ſolicitude. The procuring a third tutor 
for my academy — the providing for lads not 
yet fit for academical education — and the doing 
ſomething for the ſervice to New Jerſey, for 
the propagation of chriſtianity abroad. Provi- 
dence has accompliſhed the firft of theſe ſchemes, 
by the unexpected ſucceſs of the ſecond; and 
has opened ſome promiſing hopes concerning 
the third, beyond what had entered into my 
mind when I parted with you. The want of 
miniſters and ſtudents is fo ſeen and felt, and 
the neceſſity of the ſcheme for educating lads 
not yet ripe for academical ſtudies, is grown 
ſo apparent, that between three and fourſcore 
pounds ve been, by well diſpoſ- 
ed perſons, vithout refſing ſolicitations 
from me, ſubſcribed for that Purpoſe in and 
about London; and out of that lit has been 
determined, that beſides Mr. Clark, who with 
a ſalary of forty pounds per annum and hi 
board, is to be tutor of philoſophy, anothe 


* 


tutor is to be maintained with a ſalary of thirty 


pounds, beſides his board, who is to teach the 
languages; and as his ſalary chiefly ariſes from 
this ſcheme, he is alſo to ſuperintend the edu- 
cation of theſe lads; who are, in devotional 
exerciſes, to attend with my pupils, and be un- 
der my inſpection, though not under my per- 
ſonal inſtruction, in their grammatical ſtudies; 
and beſides thoſe I had immediately in view 

U 4 before, 
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before, I have heard of ſome others well dif. 
poſed for this purpoſe, and whom, I hope, I 
ſhall with this aſſiſtance, perhaps increaſed by 
applications yet in view, be. able to do a good 
deal towards maintaining. — As for the ſcheme 
of the New Jerſeys, Mr. Allen who came over 
on purpoſe to negociate it, unhappily was ſmit- 
ten by that fatal infection at the Old Bailey, 
and is dead; but I have had large converſa- 
tion with Colonel Williams, who was the 'ſe- 
cond man in the expedition to Cape Breton, 
and by whom indeed it was chiefly projected ; 
and he encourages me to hope that Mr. Pem- 
berton, the miniſter at New York, on my fa- 
vouring the ſcheme, as I certainly - ſhall, will 
come to Britain, and make a tour over its 
northern and ſouthern parts, carrying along with 
him two converted and civilized Indians, as a 
ſpecimen of what has already been done, He 
propoſes to attempt a collection for the preſent 
in the chief congregations which he may viſit . 
on this journey; after which, he may very 
properly write ſuch a letter in his own name 
to the diſſenting miniſters in England, as I ex- 
prefled my thoughts of writing, and may with 
yet more decency and ſtrength recommend and 
enforce the advices laid down in my preface to 
my Sermon at Kettering, as this might ſeem 
the happieſt criſis we could expect for carry- 
ing that plan into execution. — As for the affair 
of Breſlaw, the good Archbiſhop of Canterbury 
| did 
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did all he could to procure a brief for them, 


or a contribution ſome other way. 

You will perhaps be ſurpriſed to hear, that 
application has been made to me from a ſon 
of Lord William Manners, brother to the Duke 
of Rutland, to defire admiſſion among my pu- 
pils, though intended for a clergyman in the 
eſtabliſhed church: and if he be willing to ac- 
quieſce in the terms and orders of my family, 
I ſhall not refuſe it. I wonder at this one way, 
and I wonder alſo at Mr. —'s purpoſe of re- 
moving his ſon from me: I fear it is either on 
ſome miſrepreſentation or fooliſh behaviour of 
the young gentleman, for I have always treated 
him with the fidelity of a real friend, and with 
the tenderneſs of a parent; and I am well fa- 
tisfied, that, eſpecially on the improvements which 
by means of a third tutor, will be made in 
our courſe, there is no place of education in 
England, where, if a youth will do himſelf juſ- 
tice, greater advantages are to be found, But 
you ſee how I have run on. Were I to begin 
a ſecond ſheet, I ſhould fill it before I had 


emptied half my heart. Let me conclude with 


the moſt affectionate and grateful ſervices to 
all my good friends at Norwich, and thoſe at 
Yarmouth, when you ſee them. My wife Joins 
with me, in theſe ſalutations of which you and 
your charming lady claim a very diſtinguiſhed 
ſhare. Oh, that we could ſee you here, and 


give you both, as a poor grateful child ex. 


preſſed 
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prefled it, all your care again.” Mr. Neal 
and Mr. Barker are particular in their ſalutati- 
ons to you, I am, 
With much more affection than can be expreſſed, 
my dear friend, yours, 
bleſſed be God, for ever, 


P. Doppripoe, 


— — — ww — 
2 


ern er. 


FROM THE SAME. 


Northampton, Dec. 4, 1750. 

TT is ſuch a pleaſure to me to write to you, 
that 1 ſometimes am ready to wonder, 1 
can command myſelf ſo far as not to be quite 
troubleſome by the number and length of my 
epiſtles: and yet ſuch are my daily and hour- 
ty engagements, that I often defer anſwering 
your kind, endearing, charming letters till I 
have reaſon to be aſhamed, and till one of 
them overtakes another. This I am ſure you 
will excuſe, and could wiſh you knew how fre- 
quently, and affeftionately I remember you, and 
what an inward, heartfelt ſenſe I have of your 
great importance to the publick, as well as the 
value of your perſonal friendſhip. Your laft 
letter illuſtrates both, and your generous readi- 
neſs even to part with a moſt beloved and 
important friend, if it may be for her good, 
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is a noble inſtance of it. As for Miſs S—s 
affair I will ſay nothing of it here, as I intend 
her, at leaſt a few lines, which I ſhall encloſe 
with this, and which I know ſhe will commu- 
nicate to you. Of other things to which your 
letters refer, I will ſpeak in as few words as J 
can, that I may get the more minutes for that 
great affair which lies ſo much on the head 
and heart of us both. For the congregation 
at Harleſtone I am very tenderly concerned, 
but I am not able to aſſiſt them. I beg you 
will preſent my moſt cordially affectionate re- 
ſpects to Mr, Matchet, and all the reſt of the 
gentlemen that figned with him, and tell them, 
that I am ſenſible of the obligations they have 
laid upon me by their very reſpectful and af- 
fecting application, and that 1 think it the part 
of gratitude not to ſend any one to them, con- 
cerning whom I have any doubt, whether he 
would be thoroughly fuitable or not; and that 
therefore, in this extream penury of ſupplies, 
Which is by far the greateſt I have ever known, 
I find myſelf incapable of aſſiſting them. Yet 
J have a young gentleman with me of ſuch a 
ſtamp as they would I am ſure chooſe, who 
will enter on publick work about Midſummer 
next. I would by no means have them wait 
for him, as it is impoſſible for me to anſwer 
for the views which may open upon him, or the 
turn his inclinations may take from unknown 
contingencies which may ariſe ; but when he 
comes out, if they happen to be vacant, * 
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he chooſes the journey, I will, God willing, 
endeavour to engage him to make them a viſit. 
Be pleaſed alſo to make my due compliments 
to Mr. and Mrs. Baker, in which Mrs. Dod- 
dridge concurs, renewing our thanks for the very 
obliging and agreeable entertainment we received 
at Denton, and mine for the moſt complaiſant 
letter, with which that very worthy friend has 
been pleaſed fince to honour me. How happy 
ſhould I have been in an interview with ſuch 
worthy brethren and excellent friends as you 
tell me aſſembled at Rendham, at the opening 
the new place of worſhip there. I aſſure you, 
dear Sir, and I beg the favour of you to aſſure 
the gentlemen who met there, when you ſee 
any. of them, that there are no aſſociations of 
miniſters any where, which I attend with 
delight than thoſe of Norfolk and Suffolk. — 
Your remark on Colonel Williams's wonderful 
modeſty is the very ſame which has been made 
by others. How amiable in ſuch an hero, for ſuch 
no doubt he is, and the acquiſition of Cape Bre- 
ton was, perhaps, more owing to him, taking 
in the whole proceſs of his counſels as well as 
actions, than to any other perſon in the world: 
yet how is he rewarded! Truly, nobly by 
Providence, if he carry off one whom I eſteem 
among the greateſt treaſures of our iſland or 
our world, — Mr. Finne is a moſt excellent per- 
ſon. He has been pretty ſucceſsful in Hol- 
land, and ſuch good conſequences have already 
attended the applications made to ſeveral of our 
| country 


THE REV. DR. DODDRIDGE. zor 


coyntry congregations, that I believe a college 
of /the reformed (that is, the calviniſts) will be 
formed at Breſlaw; which will have a wonder- 
ful influence on the ſtate of religion in Sileſia, 
and probably be attended with the greateſt ef- 
fets of any thing that has happened in Ger- 
many, fince that wonderful affair at Hall, if 
that which has been a mighty bleſſing is to 
be excepted. The intended college, after the 


German plan, is to comprehend all forts of 


ſchools, but chiefly thoſe for academical learn- 
ing and the education of miniſters; in which I 
apprehend that zealous, faithful, and able ſer- 
vant of Chriſt, Mr. Finne (to whom I hope 
you will write a latin letter) will. be greatly, 
if not principally employed. — I beg you will 
preſent my particular and moſt reſpectful ſervi- 
ces to that very venerable and amiable man, 
Mr. Crompton, and my hearty thanks for that 
paragraph in his very kind letter, you were ſo 
good as to tranſcribe. Tell him, I read it with 
a mixture of pleaſure and confuſion, and that I 
honour and revere him more than I can expreſs, 


and ſhould think it a fingular bleſſing of my 


life to have ſuch an example and ſuch a coun- 


ſellor often near me. In the mean time I pray 
God long to ſpare his very uſeful life, and re- 
joice greatly in his wonderful reſtoration. — As 
to the New Jerſeys, I have written largely to 
Mr. Pemberton, whom I hope to ſee here in 
the ſummer; and leave all that relates to the 
ſcheme, I hinted to you in integro, till he or 


ſome 


——_— ——— _——————_ — — —_— ( IE... 


3 LETTERS TO AND FROM 


fome other miniſter of credit and influence may 
viſit us from thoſe parts, and then I hope ſome- 
thing will be done. In the mean time, I have 
ſent your youth's ſcheme all round our county, 
and into ſome neighbouring parts, and find ſuch 
encouragement from my own congregation and 
ſome others, that 1 hope we ſhall have a pretty 
tolerable fund. I cannot but obſerve at the 
fame time, a wonderful concurrence of Provi- 
dence in raiſing up ſeveral hopeful and promiſ. 
ing youths, who are defirous of education for 
the miniſtry, and I intend to take in all, in 
whom I am thoroughly ſatisfied; truſting in God 
to prepare oil, ſo long as there are empty veſ- 
ſels, and when we are broke I will beg for 
more. The addition of another tutor here is a 
cireumſtance of great importance; and as the 
ſcheme for. an academy in London is adjourn- 
ed, fine die, I am ready to believe, though I 
do not certainly know it, that we ſhall have 
ſome youths ſent down to us from that quar- 
ter. But all this I leave with God, earneſtly 
praying, that good may be done, and the in- 
tereſt of religion revived, and leaving it to 
him to determine how and by whom. If he 
determine to glorify his power and grace in the 
weakneſs and unworthineſs of the inſtrument, I 
may have ſome hope that be will make uſe 
of me, 

You ſee I am backing on a new piece of 
paper: but I muſt fill only a ſmall part of 
it. I much deplored the death of Mr. Ford 

| | of 
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of Sudbury. He was a man of great ta- 
lents, and which is incomparably better, great 
ſpirituality, integrity, and zeal for Chriſt; and 
we might, conſidering his age and conſtitution, 
have expected much ſervice from him for many 
future years. But this providence adds to the 
joy my heart feels in hearing of the comforta- 
ble ſtate of your health, for which I offer ma- 
ny prayers. I hope you will live to bleſs the 
world many, many years after I have left 
it. As for Sudbury, I have now in town with 
me Mr. Holman and Mr. Fen, who came over 
to hear Mr. Hextal of Creaton, once my pu- 
pil, a moſt pious, humble, zealous, and very 
able man, only of a weak conſtitution, who 
would, perhaps, be as fit to ſucceed Mr. Ford 
as any man that can be named. It would be 
a great grief to me to loſe him from theſe 
parts, but I would not wrong the publick ſo 
far, as to wiſh to retain him in fo ſmall a 
place all his life. I ſhall be glad that Mr. 
Taylor,* if he be recovered, may beſtow his 
time and labours on unlocking hebrew words, 
and hope the key he has left broken in the 


door of St. Paul's Epiſtles, will not be able 


to keep the true ſenſe quite ſhut up: indeed 
I think the door opens almoſt of its own ac- 
cord, If I live to finiſh my Expoſition on 
the 

* Afterwards Dr. Taylor, author of a Paraphraſe with 


Notes on the Epiſtle to the Romans, To which 1s pre- 
fixed a Key to the Apoſtolic Writings. | 
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the New Teſtament, the propoſals for which 1 
am juſt publiſhing, and in which I am going 
on daily, and have now proceeded in tranſerib- 
ing to the Theſſalonians, (1 Ep. iii.) I ſhall 
make an attempt on the Minor Prophets, of 
which indeed I have already begun to make a 
new ' tranſlation from the Hebrew, for my own 
entertainment and uſe, and I ſhall be glad of 
any light which Mr. Taylor's Lexicon can give 
me. | 
Dear Lady — is in a very declining way. 
Pray devoutly for her important life: and pray 
for a bleſſing on the Family Expoſitor ; and 
that God would open its way into families, 
where it may be uſeful. I would go through 
all the labour attending it with pleaſure, though 
I were ſure I ſhould not get one ſhilling by 
It, | 
The diſtemper among the horned cattle has 
again viſited theſe parts; though, bleſſed be 
God, not with violence. All our horſes too 
have been ill, yet few are dead. The ſmall- 
pox is broke out dreadfully in the neighbour- 
ing villages—a moſt malignant ſort. One raſh 
young fellow, coming to a wake at Harpole, 
in our neighbourhood, from the bed of one in- 
feed with it, conveyed it to above forty of 
that village; all blooming perſons, of whom 
many are dead. In ſeventeen families, three in 
2 family, on an average, are down; and four- 
teen villages are invaded by it, and all in con- 
| ſequence of ſome of the inhabitants being pre- 
| ſent 
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ſent at that fatal dancing bout, the 15th of 5 
laſt month. The terror this has occaſioned is ö 
not to be imagined. Oh, when ſhall we ſee " 
the importance of inoculating children!“ In con- 
ſequence of which, whole towns have paſſed ſafe- 5 
ly through, and not one life been loſt. But you : 
ſay right, the. cauſe of theſe deſolations is to 7 
be ſought higher. The indolence and ſenſuality k 
of the profeſſing world terrifies me much. Yet, g 
bleſſed be God, ſome are brought to a ſenſe þ 
of their duty and danger, nor does he leave me | 7 
without encouragement on this head. Much | 

! 

| 

| 


pleaſure and ſatisfaction have I, when I can run 
away from the world, and ſpend half a day in 
meditation and prayer: and did we more fre- 
quently attempt this, I believe we ſhould find 
the work of the Lord more proſperous | among 
us. Religious ſocieties are forming, and many 
learn to pray, truly, I think better than their 
miniſters often do. Oh, theſe are things which 
rejoice my heart. I am quite well, and in good 
ſpirits. I never had a more promiſing ſet of 
pupils about me. God hears your prayers on 
my account. Go on, and heap as many bleflings 
upon me as you can; and help me forward 
to heaven a pace. And now I will add a pa- 
ragraph of good Lady —'s laſt letter to me, 
which I can more truly apply to you my very 

W excellent 


* Dr. Doddridge publiſhed a ſmall piece of Mr. Some's 
concerning Inoculation for the Small-pox, which was 
written and publiſhed principally with a view to remove 
the common objection from a religious ſcruple. 
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excellent friend. Prayers from me you will 
have: and I believe one of the laſt I put up 
will be to beg an abundant reward for you. 
The voice involuntary of my heart is, „whom 
have I in heaven but thee; and there is none 
upon earth I defire beſides thee.” I expect 
ſoon to be unfettered from fleſh -and blood. I 
will, ſhould the kind lot be appointed for me, 
rejoice over you as your miniſtering ſpirit; and 
I ſhall always have good news to bring you. 
I will watch carefully to protect your life long 
upon earth, for the ſake of thouſands; and 
then by gentle operation, help to unfold your 
garments of mortality, and with my  fellow- 
companions, waft your gracious ſpirit to the 
bridal feaſt of the Lamb, and with him on 
Mount Sion, ſhout your - glorious deliverance, 
Farewell, my kindeſt, beſt of friends, and live 
aſſured of the ever affectionate regard of — —,” 
What have I to add — but inſtead of — —, 
P. -DopprIDGE, 


r 
FROM THE SAME. 


| x Northampton, Dec. 22, 1750, 

MY DEAR FRIEND, 
T 1s indeed true, that my affection for you 
is very great, but it is as true, that it 
cannot be greater than your almoſt unexampled 


goodneſs 
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goodneſs demands. In every thing but love I 


ſhall die your debtor. I cannot in theſe ſtraits 


of time anſwer your excellent letter as it de- 
ſerves; but I have been immediately mindful 
of the contents. As ſoon as I read it, I ſat 
down and wrote two letters into Scotland, the 


one to Mr. Webſter, the other to Mr. Robert- 


ſon; and have preſſed an anſwer from both as 
ſoon as may be. 

On Thurſday morning, at the appointed time, 
though my uſual buſineſs and duties would 
have engaged me another way, my poor im- 
perfect requeſts, hardly worthy to be called 
prayers, were offered for our two excellent 
friends; J hope with ſomething of that impar- 
tiality and diſtintereſtedneſs of which you give 
ſo noble an example. As to the reſult, I ex- 
pect the leadings of Providence to determine it 
much more out of regard to the petitions of 
others than to my owπn. -- 

Thus much for the principal ſubjects of your 
letters. For the reſt — receive our united ſalu- 
tations in the warmeſt terms which friendſhip, 
and love, and gratitude can dictate. - Pity me, 
and pray for me, as you do, in the midſt of 
ſo many hurries. Oh, my poor, poor attempts 
of ſervice! They ſhame me continually. My 
prayers, my ſermons, my lectures, my books 
(in hand), my letters, all daily ſhame me. A 
ſecret conſoiouſneſs of meaning well, and the re- 
membrance of the great compaſſion of our hea- 
venly Father, and divine maſter, are almoſt 
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my only ſupports. Remember me daily, Oh, 
that I had more time and heart for ſecret de- 
votion. Dear Dr. Clark's death has been a deep 
wound. Sadly did I perform the laſt office of 
reſpect to him. But I muſt not enlarge. Pray 
for the ſucceſs of the Family Expoſitor, I am 
alſo printing the Funeral Sermon for my ex- 
cellent friend at St. Alban's. Lady — continues 
very ill. I fear we ſhall ſoon loſe her too. 
But the Lord liveth, and bleſſed be our rock, 
&c. 

I bleſs God, we are all pretty well, colds ex- 
cepted. But the ſmall-pox | rages around the 
town, and we have a very bad fever in it; and 
a few days ſuffice for the journey of many into 
eternity, and may ſuffice for mine. May I but 
live for Chriſt while I continue here, and leave 
it to him to turn the key whenever he ſees 
fit. God is adding ſerious lads to what we 
may call the humanity claſs, and ſo many others 
are offering themſelves, that I begin to doubt 
how they will be provided for: but we muſt 
draw on the inexhauſtible bank of the divine 
bounty and faithfulneſs, and think often of Je- 
hovah-jirch. — Reſpets to all friends at Nor- 
wich ſhall in very deed conclude this hafty 
ſcrawl from, 

Dear Sir, 
Your affectionate friend, brother and ſervant, 
in everlaſting bonds, 
P. DoppriDce. 


I have at leaſt fifty unanſwered letters before 
me. 
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FROM THE SAME. 


DEAR SIR, Northampton, Jan. 15, 1750—1, 
S I am much indiſpoſed with a cough, 

which has lately been attended with a 
pain in my breaſt, and which forces me, which 
is a fad calamity, to loſe my mornings in bed, 
and as I muſt this morning, though it is now 
between nine and ten, before I go to my aca- 
demical work, ſend up part of Dr. Clark's Fu- 
neral Sermon, which I am to tranſcribe, that 
the preſs may not ſtand ftill, yet muſt I write 
you a few lines. But alas, my head and heart 
are ſo full, that many pages would not contain 
their full meaning. Let me thank you and 
my two excellent friends, ſo ſoon to become 
one, for the very delightful letter with which 
you have all honoured and comforted me. I 
hope the reſolution of this day fortnight was 
under the beſt direction, and will be attended 
with the happieſt conſequences. I rejoice greatly 
to hear of the favour which the Colonel and his 
lady intend me. — One Mr. Samuel Davies, of 


Hanover County in Virginia, has ſent me a 


charming letter of good news from a far coun- 
try, which I want to communicate. to your ſo- 
ciety, that you may praiſe God with me. 
Tranſcribing long letters is a painful drudgery: 
I think you ſhould make a little purſe to pay 
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poſtage of ſuch letters, and I would tranſmit 
them, and you ſhould return them; and in that 
caſe I may perhaps ſend you this for a be- 
ginning. But I run on too far. I muſt only 
add that Providence ſeems to engage Mr. — 
whom I intended for Harleſtone another way, 
and there is ſuch a dearth of miniſters as diſ- 
treſſes my heart. You have I hope heard the 
good news from Holland of a remarkable revi- 
val of religion there. — But alas, a bell rings 
which forces me to conclude. Pray tell Mr. 
Froft he cannot long ſo much to hear from me 
as I do to write to him; and let him know, 
that yeſterday to amuſe myſelf, as I took phyſic 
and might not write much, I marſhalled my 
unanſwered letters, and: found them one hundred 
and fix, near one quarter of which reached me 
ſince Friday noon, and it was then, Monday 
evening, and all this, though I have written be- 
tween fifty and fixty letters the lat fourteen 
days with my own hand, having no ſecretary. 
And yet I ſometimes think it would be almoſt 
employment enough for all my time to acknow- 
ledge a friendſhip like yours, and my many 
obligations to your tender, conſtant, generous 
love. Farewell, dear excellent man; and may 
the God who' has given me ſo incomparable 
a friend, ſpare him to bleſs the world long 
after it has loſt, if that be any loſs, 
Dear Sir, 
Your ever faithful, affectionate, and obliged, 
ov P. DopprIDGE. 


.I PI. 


FrRoM THE SAME, 


Northampton, April 9, 1751. 

DEAR SIR, 
Have wrote ſuch a multitude of letters of 
late, and have received ſo many, that not 
having always been fo exact as I ought: to have 
been in making memorandums, 1 hardly know 
what I have and what I have not anſwered; 
and with regard to you I am the more uncer- 
tain, as I may miſtake ſome particular meſſages 


ſent to you in Colonel —'s letter ſome time 


ſince, for an anſwer to that of yours, which 
informed me of his marriage: but of this I 
am ſure, that every way, I am in your debt 
and always ſhall be ſo: and I can add, that 
as there are few on earth whom I equally ho- 
nour and love, none whom I more conſtantly 
remember among my beſt friends, ſo there is 
none whoſe letters more conſtantly delight and 
refreſh me. Tours of the 20th of March 
however, I am ſure is unanſwered, and I muft 
now intreat you in a few haſty lines to accept 
my thanks for it, and the former, with the af- 
ſurances of the moſt: tender ſympathy with you 
in all you have ſuffered and do ſuffer by the 
death of ſome valuable friends, the removal of 
others, eſpecially that incomparable one who 
has lately left us, and whom I fear I ſhall ſee 
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no more in this world. Your own indiſpoſition 
and thoſe of your excellent lady; the wickedneſs 
of thoſe of whom your great and generous can- 
dour has believed too well of; and the afflictions 
of thoſe whoſe ſorrows your ſympathiſing heart 
by ſo tender compaſſion makes your own; all 
theſe things I would feel for you, and parti- 
cularly for poor Mr. —, to whom I intreat 
you to give my. ſervices, afſuring him that both 
I and Miſs — are much touched with his caſe. 
My heart has been much ſet on promoting 
the youths ſcheme. I diſperſed your papers all 
over the country, but to my great grief have 
not found in many of our congregations that 
encouragement which I hoped. Something how- 
ever is done, and much more in proportion 
from London than from the country. There 
are however nine lads, ſome of them very pro- 
miſing, who are here ſupported by it; and 1 
ſometimes think two of them will offer them- 
ſelves as miſſionaries to New York, to plant the 
goſpel among the Indians there, and glad at 
my heart ſhould I be, if my only ſon were 
defirous of being the third. 
I am at preſent under great concern for the 
illneſs, J fear the dangerous illneſs, of my ge- 
nerous, faithful, endeared friend, Mr. Lyttelton. 
It is the ſmalleſt part of this concern, that. it 
prevents him from doing that ſervice to my 
ſubſcription: to the remaining volumes of the Fa- 
mily Expoſitor, which he was reſolved to have 
2 and which, with fo you an intereſt, 
he 
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he might probably enough have effected. The 


greater part of that diſappointment to me is, 
that it may prevent it coming into the hands 
of ſome in higher life to whom it may other- 
wiſe have no acceſs : but God limits or extends 
all ſuch proſpects at pleaſure, and I defire to 
refer it to him with what degrees of encourage- 
ment the work ſhall be publiſhed, and indeed, 
whether it ſhall be publiſhed or not. The three 
volumes will hardly be publiſhed at ſo ſmall a 
price as a thouſand pounds, and 1 ſhall judge 
it the part of prudence, and therefore of duty, 
not to ſend them to the preſs on any terms 
on which I ſhall not be ſecure; and if there 
be ſuch a number ſubſcribed for or beſpoke by 
bookſeilers as to effect that, I ſhall go on with 
the publication as faſt as I can; and bleſs God 
for ſuch an opportunity of doing my publick 
homage to his word, and endeavouring with all 
integrity and ſimplicity to make it underſtood, 
and to enforce it on men's conſciences accordi 
to the little ability he has been pleaſed to 
give me; which truly I think fo little, that I 
am ſometimes almoſt aſhamed of having under- 
taken ſo great a work, 

I have of late been much indiſpoſed with a 
cold, which is returned again, but not with fo 
much violence as before. I know I have your 
prayers, and I delight in the thought. We are 
tending to one bleſſed home. Our interview at 
Norwich was pleaſant, how much more will 
that be which we expect in our father's houſe; 

This 
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This poor letter has been written raptim at ſe- 
veral times. I have filled my four pages and 
yet ſeem but to have begun. But I muſt con- 
clude: with every good wiſh for you and yours 
that the tendereſt friendſhip. can form; nor can 
I hope ever to tell my dear Mr. Wood how 
faithfully and 1308 Nees J am his 


P. DopprIDGE, 


r. . 
FROM THE SAME, 


Northampton, May 11, 1751. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, | 
ECEIVE in a few words my thanks for 
your laſt very kind letter, and my con- 
dolences on the death of good Mr. Holman, 
which grieves me exceedingly. It would be 
ſome conſolation to me under this affliction, 
which, at preſent comes not alone, could I meet 
you at Walpole on Wedneſday ſevennight. I 
have much to ſay but have no time, only muſt 
aſſure you, of my ſympathy with you in dear 
Mrs. Wood's frequent indiſpoſitions, That charm- 
ing lady! Why muſt ſhe even feel any thing 
acnful but all will fit light if you are well. 
I pray God ſhe may enjoy that comfort and 
every. other, I long to talk over many matters 
| | | at 


— 


THE REV. DR. DODDRIDGE. zis 


at large with you, and will come, if God per- 
mit, from London to Sudbury, at Mr. Hex- 
tal's ſettlement with that people, if you will 
give me the meeting, and I will ſpend two days 
there that we may enjoy one another, Pray 
anſwer me this ſpeedily, that the ſcheme may 
be ripened, and I may judge what it will be 
neceſſary to write in my next. I bleſs God I 
am pure well. My eldeft daughter is finely re- 
covered of her extreme illneſs; whereas one of 
the lovelieſt girls I ever knew, a wealthy attor- 
ney's daughter here, who was but beginning 
to be ſlightly indiſpoſed on Thurſday, died this 
evening. A moſt affecting leſſon of earthly 
vanity, Such are our children, ſuch are we, 
But there is a world which is not ſubjected. to 
vanity. Excuſe the hurry in which duty obliges 
me to write. The letter I received to-day. from 
Mr. — was the four hundredth on my lift fince 
Chriſtmas. Support, dear Sir, by your prayers, 


Your very affectionate brother and friend; 
and much obliged humble ſervant, 


P. DoppripGE, 


LETTER 
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ET TR en. 


FROM THE SAME, 


MY DEAR SIR, Northampton, June 5, 1751. 


E have been much obliged to Miſs 

Reymes for her viſit, which ſhe has 
made very agreeable to us; but the time of her 
ſtay has ſeemed very ſhort, and it has been a 
great trouble to us to part with her ſo ſoon, Her 
piety, ſweetneſs of temper, diſcretion, and tender 
friendſhip, of which ſhe has an exquiſite ſenſe, 
worthy one ſo converſant with you, have en- 
deared her to us more than I can well expreſs ; 
and I beg you to make our acknowledgments 
to her worthy parents, who have ſo kindly in- 
dulged us in a pleaſure we much regret that 
we 3 ſo ſoon loſe. 

' I cannot expreſs how much I long to ſee you, 
and firmly believe, that it was the ſecret hope 
of meeting you and Mr, Froſt, to whom I 
have made ſhift to write a little, at Sudbury, 
that turned the ſcale for that otherwiſe very 
inconvenient appointment. 

I thank you moſt cordially for the regard 
you expreſs to the Family Expoſitor ; to the ſe- 
cond volume of which, that is, the fifth of the 
whole work, I have this morning been putting 
my finiſhing hand; except that the notes on 
the Hebrews are not yet tranſcribed. 


I am 
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I am much obliged to you for the noble 
things you have done for Breſlaw. I am juſt 
writing thither, and ſhall not fail to inform 
my worthy friend Mr. Finne, of your good- 
neſs, I really think it will be of great impor- 
tance for the ſupport of the proteſtant cauſe 
in Germany, that their church be thus aided 
in this important criſis. I rejoice that Provi- 
dence is ſtill bearing you up under your vari- 
ous fatigues, and animating you to ſo many 
important ſervices; in which you will be long 
continued and gloriouſly ſucceeded if my poor 
broken petitions can avail any thing, 
| I muſt not conclude without telling you that 
I am far from well, having a violent cough, 
which ſeems very ſtubborn, and ſometimes al. 
moſt ſilences me in publick : I have ſcarce been 
one fortnight free from it fince I left London 
in Auguſt laſt; but have kept it pretty well 
at bay: but this laſt relapſe is a very bad 
one, and eſpecially in conjunction with my in- 
tended London journey, gives good Mrs. Dod- 
dridge a great deal of uneaſineſs. I thank God, 
I have no averſion to the thoughts of a ſpeedy 
removal; but I would huſband life as well 
as I can, eſpecially for his ſake who gave it, 
and whoſe loving kindneſs is ſo much better 
than life; and truly ſo far as ſome viſible 
blefling on my labours can endear it to me, 
I never had more reaſon to wiſh it might be 
prolonged. . 

I be- 
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T beſeech you to make my beſt compliments 
to your good lady, and all other friends your 
way, particularly my reverend brethren in the 
miniſtry, and Mr, Baker of Denton, when you 
ſee him. Mrs. Doddridge joins in all theſe ſa- 
lutations. As for me, I find all language poor 
when I would tell you how highly I eſteem 
you, how tenderly I love you, and how con- 
ſtantly and -faithfully I am, to the beſt of my 
little abilities, 


Rev. and dear Sir, 
Your moſt affectionate brother, 
and much obliged humble ſervant, 
| P. DopprmDos, 


I greatly eſteem. Mr. Tomms, and bleſs God 
for raiſing up ſuch a perſon ; but cannot bear 
to hear my friend Wood ſpeaking of - himſelf 
as in the wane of his uſefulneſs, I hardly think 
you yet arrived at the acme. of it; and often 
rejoice that you are like to hve to bleſs the 
world and the church, when 1 nn 


LETTER 
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FROM THE SAME. 


MY DEAR FRIEND, Sudbury, June 20, 1751. 
'ARDLY any diſappointment of the kind 
ever hung heavier upon 'me than that 

of not ſeeing you here; the expectation of 
which, with the hopes of an interview with 
good Mr. Froſt, gave me reſolution to break 


through the ſtrong importunity of my friends 


in London, and through the diſcouragements 
ariſing from a very bad cold, which ſuch a 
journey was likely to increaſe, that I might 
once more ſee and embrace him who has ſo 
much of my heart, as well as of my eſteem, that 
if I think love could inſcribe a name there, 


yours would be found on mine when it beats 


no more. But a regard to duty keeps you at 
home, and therefore -] ought to love you the 
better for it. I was the more earneſtly deſirous 
of ſeeing you, as I had ſeveral things to talk 
over with you of great importance. A reſtleſs 
night, or rather many reſtleſs hours in it, in 
connection with the views of labour before me 
this day, for which I am but ill qualified, has 
detained me in bed fo long, that I have now 
but a few minutes to write to you. As to 
Colonel Williams's ſcheme for the Indian ſchool, 
I ſhall refer you partly to Mr. Froſt, who will 
inform you of what paſſes in reference to it, 

and 
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and partly to ſome future letter, if God per- 
mit, in which I will furniſh you with the me- 
morial of this important affair which the good 
Colonel fent me by the laſt poſt; and perhaps 
F may alſo.ſend you a copy of the Biſhop of 
London's letter to me in reference to Mr, 
Davies's affair in Virginia. I paid in your no- 
ble donation to Mr. Wilſon for the church of 
Breſlaw, laſt week, a facrifice of a ſweet ſmell- 
ing favour. Go on vigorouſly with the youths 
ſcheme. It is our ſheet anchor, and I ſee con- 
gregations falling ſo faſt into wretched lay-hands, 
or utterly periſhing for want of ſupplies, that 
1 am more than ever ſolicitous that it may till 
be continued, and extended as far as poſſible. 
But I muſt not enlarge. The frequent returns 
of my cough alarm my . friends, and ' thoſe in 
town ſay 1 am grown many years older ſince 
they ſaw me laſt. 1 leave the event with God: 
but for my own part apprehend no immediate 
danger; unleſs it be of being obliged to allow 
myſelf more reſt than ſuits either with my 
inclination or the demands of my buſineſs, My 
ſecond daughter was ill when I heard laſt from 
home. Pray for her, and continue your prayers 
for him, who is much more than he can ex- 


Your affectionate friend, 


and much obliged humble ſervant, 
2 DoppR1IDGE, 


LETTER 
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r 
From DR. Arscov ok.“ 


GOOD SIR, Gerrard-Street, Feb. 16, 1744=5. 
Really am aſhamed when I look on the date 
of your letter, to think how long I have 
left it unanſwered ; I will not make excuſes, but 
chooſe rather to own myſelf to have been to 
blame, and to promiſe to be better for the fu- 
ture: after ſo frank a confeſſion, I hope you 
will think my penitence fincere, But though I 
omitted anſwering your letter, I muſt do my- 
ſelf the juſtice to ſay, I did not negle& the 
buſineſs you wrote about in it. I preſented your 
laſt book+ to her Royal Highneſs, and ought 
long enough ago to have acquainted you with 
her moſt gracious acceptance of it, and that [ 
was commanded to return you her thanks for 
it. There is indeed ſuch a ſpirit of piety in 
it, as deſerves the thanks of every good chriſ- 
tian; pray God grant, it may have its proper 
effet in awakening this preſent careleſs age, 
and then I am ſure you will have your end in 
publiſhing it. 

I am obliged to you for your kind congra- 
tulations on the honour his Royal Highneſs has 
lately done me, in NO me with the edu- 

cation 


* Afterwards Dean of Briſtol, 
+ The Riſe and Progreſs of Religion, &c 
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cation of his Children. I am truly ſenſible of 
the difficulties as well as the advantages of the 
ſtation I am placed in. A truſt of ſuch im- 
portance to poſterity is a charge which I have 
not only on my mind, but on my conſcience, 
I hope God will enable me to go through it 
with ſucceſs: and I think I have a right to 
call upon every good man and lover of his 
country for advice and aſſiſtance in the diſcharge 
of a duty on which the publick good ſo much 
depends: and as you have been ſo much con- 
cerned in the education of youth, I ſhall al- 
ways be glad to receive any advice or inſtruc- 
tions from you; which I defire you to give 
me freely, and I promiſe you, it ſhall be moſt 
friendly received. I thank God, I have one 
great encouragement to quicken me in my du- 
ty, which is, the good diſpoſition of the _ 
dren intruſted to me: as an inſtance of it, 
muſt tell you, that Prince George“ (to his = 
nour and my ſhame) had learnt ſeveral pages 
in your little book of verſes, without any di- 
rections from me: and I muſt fay of all the 
Children, (for they are all committed to my care) 
that they are as conformable and as capable of 
receiving inſtruction as any I ever yet met 
with, How unpardonable then ſhould I be in 
the fight both of God and man, if I neglected 
my part towards them: all that I can ſay is, 
that no care or diligence ſhall be wanting in 

me, 


® Our preſent moſt gracious Sovereign : whom may God 
long preſerve in health and happineſs ! 
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me, and I beg the prayers of you, and every 
honeſt man, for the divine bleſſing on my en- 
deavours. I am, | 
| Good Sir, 
With great truth and regard, 
your affectionate friend and humble ſervant, 
Francis Ayscoucn. 


P. S. I have an affair now on my hands, 
which, when it is a little riper, I ſhall commu- 
nicate to you, which I believe you will think 
worth your notice and encouragement: it is a 
ſcheme ſor civilizing and converting the Indians 
on the back of New England, by the aſſiſtance 
of a gentleman, who has lived many years a- 
mong them : if it ſucceeds, it will be attended 
with many advantages both in a civil as well 
as a religious way. If it is to go on you ſhall 
hear farther from me, and I will open it more 
fully to you. ; 


1 T 8 Wa, 4b 
FROM DR. GREvyY.* 


DEAR SIR, Hinton, April 11, 1745- 
Received laſt week the favour of your book, 
and return you a great many thanks for 

ſo valuable a mark of your affection and re- 
X 2 gard. 


* See page 123 of theſe Letters. 
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gard. The peruſal of it has given me a great 
deal of pleaſure and fatisfation, and I pray God 
to bleſs it with ſucceſs; not doubting but that 
through his grace, that ſpirit of zeal and piety 
which runs through the whole, will be effectual 
to the good purpoſes intended by it, and awa- 
ken many to the ſerious concerns of a truly 
chriſtian and ſpiritual life. I am ſorry I have 
not the book you mention in my ſtudy, other- 
wiſe it ſhould be very readily at your ſervice. 
I ſhould think myſelf happy, if, by being nearer 
to you, I could more frequently enjoy the plea- 
ſure and improvement of your converſation : for, 
waving all compliments on either fide, I am 
entirely of the wiſe man's opinion, As iron 
ſharpeneth iron, ſo a man ſharpeneth the counte- 
nance of his friend. A frequent intercourſe be- 
tween men, who have the intereſts of religion 
and learning truly at heart, muſt needs be of 
ſervice towards animating and aſſiſting each other 
in their reſpective endeavours to promote both. 
As the treatiſe you have ſent me may be 
looked upon, you ſay, as a ſequel to your Ser- 
, mons upon, Regeneration, I ſhould be glad to 
have them, as ſoon as they are publiſhed, in 
the ſame form and fize with this volume, that 
I may bind them in the ſame manner, in two 
neat pocket volumes. | 
| TI ſhould very willingly go on with the other 
poetical parts of the Hebrew Scriptures, (and 
have a work of that kind in ſome forwardneſs) 
but you know what ſmall encouragement is 
* 
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given to the ſtudy of Hebrew; and as very few 

bookſellers, if any, would run the hazard of 

printing it, ſo I ſhould not myſelf chooſe to 

give my friends the trouble of ſoliciting for 

me a ſecond ſubſcription, being with much re- 

luctance prevailed upon, by their requeſt, to do 

it for Job. I am, 

With very fincere eſteem and affection, 
' _ Goad Sir, 
your obliged and moſt humble ſervant, 

RIicHaRD GREY, 


„ nnen 


FROM THE SAME. 


DEAR SIR, London, Oct. 27, 1748. 
Should ſooner have returned you my thanks 
for your elegant Paraphraſe upon the laſt 
words of David, which I received at Leiceſter, 
but that I was hurried to town on ſome pri- 
vate affairs, and have been very much engaged 
ever fince I came hither. I ſhewed it to the 
Biſhop of Saliſbury,* who approved of it; and 
as he has given me leave to print the letter, 
I ſhewed you at Northampton, from himſelf, I 
perſuade myſelf you will have no objeftion to 
my communicating to the publick, with your 
name, the Paraphraſe, together with ſo much of 
X 3 the 


Dr. Sherlock. 
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the letter you firſt ſent me, as relates to the 
ſubject. But I would do nothing of that kind 
without your leave, any more than I would with- 
out his lordſhip's. For your fuller ſatisfaction 
I ſhall tranſcribe the paragraph relating to both, 
as it ſtands in my preface. — Before I con- 
clude, it is fitting that the reader ſhould be 
acquainted, as well in juſtice to myſelf as out 
of the reſpect due to the reverend prelate, 
whoſe name 1 have the honour to prefix to 
theſe ſheets, that it is with his permiſſion that 
I make publick a letter, which, whatever coun- 
+ tenance or credit it might give to this per- 
formance, I ſhould not have preſumed to carry 
beyond the privacy it was deſigned for without 
his free conſent. A deſire of communicating ſo 
fine an obſervation as is contained in it, in the 
natural and eaſy dreſs which I received it in, 
was indeed my firit motive to the requeſting 
that permiſſion ; but at the ſame time I muſt 
confeſs, that it was not the only one: for I am 
too ſenſible of the honour done to me by a 
teſtimony in my favour from ſo great a man, 
-not to be ambitious, on ſo fair an occaſion, of 
making it known. — About the ſame time that 
FE wrote to his Jordſhip, I ſent alſo ſome of the 
following notes and obſervations to Dr, Dod- 
dridge of Northampton, a gentleman of diſtin- 
ouiſhed abilities, into whoſe acquaintance I was 
firſt led by what I had publiſhed in the he- 
brew way, and for whoſe judgment I have a 
great regard. He anſwer was in terms too 

complaiſant 
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complaiſant to inſert the whole; but ſo much 
of it, as relates to the ſubje& we are upon, 
I may venture, and have leave, to inſert.” 
This I ſhewed to the Biſhop, and he told 
me he thought it was very right. I believe you 
will have no objection to it; but would not do 
it againſt your inclination, I have not time to 
ſay more at preſent being in great haſte, but 
that I have ventured to make ſome little alter- 
ations, as you defired I would, in the Paraphraſe 
where I thought proper, but you ſhall fee them 
yourſelf, before they go to the. preſs. I am, 
| Sir, 
Your affectionate humble ſervant, 
R. GREY. 


L ET T ER Gin 


To A LADY, 


Under dejection of mind on a religious account, 


DEAR MADAM, | June 25, 1745. 
Return you my moſt affectionate thanks for 
the freedom with which you have opened 
your mind to. me, both by repeated and unre- 
ſerved converſations, and by a communication of 
papers intended entirely for your own uſe, 
The conſequence, I moſt faithfully aſſure you 
| 4 4 e 

„From the author's ſhort hand copy. 
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is, that the more I know you the more firm- 
ly I am convinced, not only that you are a 
real, but that you are a very advanced chriſtian. 
1 have pointed out to you already the principles 
on which I build the conclufion. But as I have 
not yet been happy enough to remove remain- 
ing difficulties, give me leave in this letter to 
lay before you ſome hints, as to what I ap- 
prehend may be the cauſe, and, by a divine 


dleſſing, in ſome meaſure at leaſt, the cure of 


this anxiety which ſo much haraſſes your mind. 
And pardon me, that in this ſtrait of time, 
and in this hour which, with pleaſure for your 
ſervice, I take from my fleep before the jour- 
.ney and labours of to-morrow, I do but touch 
upon particulars, and give ſhort hints inſtead 
of illuſtrating or reaſoning · upon them at large. 
Now as to the Cauſes of your preſent diſ- 
treſs, I apprehend the following things among 
others are the chief and moſt peculiar: for I 
ſhall not mention thoſe two grand cardinal cauſes 
of all our diſtreſs, — ſome remainder of fin in 
the beſt hearts, while they continue here—and - 
the artifice and malice of our common enemy. 
What is moſt peculiar ſeem to be, 1. The 
weakneſs of animal nature, which after the at- 
tacks it has borne, muſt neceſſarily be very 
weak, unleſs it had been ſtrengthened by a mi- 
racle, which even in ſuch a caſe we have no 
warrant to expect. 2. The extraordinary ele- 
vation of deyotion, which at ſome times you 
have known, and particularly when you were 
firſt 
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firſt ſetting out in religion, 3. In conſequence 
of this, an ardent deſire of equalling all the 
ſallies of devotion, in this preſent infirm ſtate 
of your health; by the very deſire and endea- 
vour of which, I heartily wiſh that you may 
not utterly ruin it, 4. An hard and unjuſt 

concluſion which you have hence drawn 
yourſelf, as if you were one of the moſt un- 
grateful and criminal of mankind, that excites 
an indignation againſt yourſelf, which you think 
you can never fee] with a ſufficient ſenſibility. 
5. The ſublime ideas which -you have formed 
to yourſelf of the ſpiritual life, in which you 
ſeem not to make ſufficient allowance, either for 
the natural infirmities of this animal frame 
when in its beſt ſtate; or, for the avocations 
inſeparable from the life of one who is not 
abſolutely a recluſe from the world. I really ap- 
prehend theſe to be the cauſes of your diſquiet. 
With relation to the moſt proper method of 
Cure, the following particulars preſent themſelves 
to me; which I with I had time to digeſt and 
expreſs better. 1. To lay it down as a cer- 
tain principle, that religion conſiſts more in an 
intelligent, rational, and determinate choice of the 
will, than in any ardent tranſport of the affee- 
tions, 2. To conſider, that there is a certain 
degree of afflicting ourſelves for paſt fins, and 
for preſent imperfections, which is ſo far from 
being our duty, that it is very likely to prove 
a ſnare, and to produce conſequences diſpleaſing 
to our gracious father in heaven, and injurious 
both 
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both to ourſelves and others. 3. Settle it de- 
liberately in your underſtanding as a certain 
truth, that the grand ſecurity of the ſoul lies, 
in deliberately intruſting itſelf to Chriſt, choſen 
in all his offices, and devoting itſelf to God 
through him, according to the tenor of the 
chriſtian covenant; and ſteadily endeavour in 
conſequence of it, to practiſe that which the 
word of God requires, and to forbear every 
thing which it forbids, and referring all its con- 
cerns, not excepting even the degrees of its ſpi- 
ritual comfort and enjoyment, to his wiſe and 
gracious determination, 4. In conſequence of 
this, be often, and indeed daily, renewing your 
\ covenant with God, in the manner which that 
moſt worthy and excellent ſervant of Chriſt, 
your ever honoured and beloved father, has ſo 
intelligently, affectionately, and frequently recom- 
mended. 5. Let your devotions be reduced 
within narrow limits, and rather frequent” and 
ſhort, than protracted to a very great length; 
and in your addrefles to the throne of grace, 
be more intent upon the ſincerity of the heart, 
and the calm fixedneſs of the thoughts, than 
about the flow of affection, which is not and 
cannot be immediately in our own power; but 
may, humanly ſpeaking, depend upon a thou- 
ſand mechanical cauſes, which we do not fo 
much as know. 6. Conſider how much of 
religion conſiſts in truſting in God, in hoping 
in his mercy, and in rejoicing in him; and 
how ſuitable this is to the peculiar conſtitution 

| of 
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of the goſpel, and the character which Chriſt 
our mediator bears; by conſequence therefore, 
how eſſential a branch of gratitude it is, and 
how much a tender conſcience ſhould be upon 
its guard, that it does not fail here. 7, Re- 
member continually, that after all, it is by faith 
in the merits and interceſſion of Chriſt, and not 
by the perfection of our works, that we are 
to obtain juſtification and life; and that the 
beſt of chriſtians will have their imperfections 
while they are in this world; and may, and 
muſt, under a ſenſe of them, daily apply to 
the great advocate, and renew the actings of 
their faith upon his efficacious blood and inter- 
ceſſion. 8. Make yourſelf familiarly acquainted 
with the promiſes of God; thoſe relating to the 
. pardon of fin, the imparting grace to the ſoul 
that ſeeks it, &c: and chooſe for ſome time 
every morning, ſome comfortable promiſes to 
be the ſubject of your meditation; and now 
and then employ that fine talent which God 
has given you for poetical compoſition, in pa- 
raphraſing ſuch ſcriptures in ſome ſhort hymns, . 
9. Endeavour to exert yourſelf as much as 
poſſible, in attempts of uſefulneſs by converſing 
with the children who are ſo happy as to be 
the objects of your pious care, and with thoſe 
who are in circumſtances that bear any reſem- 
blance to your own. 10. Diſburden yourſelf 
as much as poflible, of every anxious thought 
relating to futurity, whether regarding tempo- 
rals or ſpirituals: confine your views to pre- 


ſent 
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ſent duty, and leave future contingencies in the 
hands of God. 11. Be thankful for every, 
the leaſt glimmering of hope, and for any 
kind and degree of conſolation which God is 
pleaſed to give you; and take great heed, that 
you do not ſuſpe&t thoſe comforts which lead 
you to God and goodneſs to be deluſions, 
merely becauſe they are not ſo permanent and 
effectual as you could wiſh, leſt you ſhould 
injure that great agent to whom you are ſo 
highly obliged, and whom you fo tenderly fear 
to grieve. 12, In one word, ſtudy by all 
means to nouriſh the love of God in your heart, 
breathe forth with humble tenderneſs the genuine 
impreſſions of it; and as human nature muſt 
have its weary intervals and its barren frames, 
delight to look to God in.them, as a being 
who penetrates all the inmoſt receſſes of the 
heart, and ſees that ſecret tendency of ſoul to 
him, which I have neither tears nor words to 
expreſs. © Lord, thou knoweſt, that I love thee: 
or that I would, thou knoweſt 1 would, prefer 
the ſenſible exerciſes of it to any other delight.“ 
By this method, the habits of divine love will 
ſtrengthen by frequent acts; and I verily be- 
lieve, that time will at length produce ſuch a 
conſciouſneſs of it, that you will be no more 
able to doubt of it than of your own exiſtence, 
Theſe, Madam, are advices, which though 
not expreſſed with the accuracy I could wiſh, 
] would recommend to you as the moſt impor- 
tant I can give. My earneſt prayer for you, 
| and 
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and which I deſire daily to repeat, is, that God 
himſelf may be your comforter, and pour out 
upon your wounded and mournful heart the 
oil of gladneſs in a rich abundance. To know 
that I have been in any inſtance the inſtru. 
ment of reviving ſo excellent a ſpirit would 
give me unutterable joy, and I ſhould eſteem 
it among the greateſt ' honours God has ever 
beſtowed upon, 
Dear Madam, 
Your moſt affectionate friend, 
and faithful humble ſervant, 
| P. DopnprIDoE, 


LR TD: n 
Fzox. vn, Howr,® 


DEAR SIR, Hertford-College, Auguſt 2, 1745. 

Muſt not any longer delay to make my 

acknowledgments for the favour of your laſt 
kind letter, leſt I ſhould ſeem to affect a reta- 
liation, and to inflict that puniſhment, (if a 
thing ſo inconſiderable can be called a puniſh- 
ment) which you ſo ingeniouſly deprecate, I 
mean the filence of a whole half year. I muft 
confeſs, it was a diſappointment to me, not to 
have had the pleaſure of hearing from ſo valu- 
= able 


* Afterwards Canon of Chriſt-CHurch, and Regius Pro- 
ſeſſor of Hebrew in the Univerſity of Oxtord, 
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able a correſpondent for ſo long a time; and 1 
was at firſt tempted to have revenged this de- 
lay by not taking pen in hand for the ſpace 
of fix months; but I have fince had time to 
cool, and have ſo far recovered my temper, as 
to be able to abate you a month or two on 
the balance. — To be ſerious: though I have 
delayed ſo long to return you my thanks for 


the favour of your good company, I am not 


unmindful of the pleaſure I received from it; 
nor will the delightful ideas of the good chrif- 
tian, the ſcholar, and the gentleman, which Dr. 
Doddridge's preſence impreſſed on my mind, 
ceaſe to have a laſting place there, how inſen- 
ſible ſoever I may ſeem to have ſhewn myſelf 
of them fince his 'departure. The truth of it 
is, Sir, your laſt letter caught. me in the midſt 
of a buſy term, in the hurry of a multitude 
of lectures, both publick and private, and fo 
was laid by in company with ſome others which 
came to me about the ſame time from my beſt 
friends, till I ſhould be at leiſure to anſwer it, 
which I cannot fay I have been, in any toler- 
able degree, till now, when the arrival of the 
long vacation gives me an opportunity of recol- 
lecting the | arrears I am in to my correſpon- 
dents. Among which, dear Sir, thoſe to your- 
ſelf demand my. firſt regard. Give me leave 
therefore to repeat my thanks to you (and to 
add thoſe of Mrs. Hunt) for the favour and 


honour you did us in your kind. viſit; and 


moſt heartily to condole with you on that va- 
ricty 
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riety of diſtreſs which befell you and your good 
family on your return to Northampton. I hope 
that divine Providence, in whoſe diſpenſations 
you have ſo effectually taught others to  ac- 
quieſce, was your ſeaſonable relief and ſupport ; 
and that you, who by your pious labours have 
made thouſands of other families happy, are 
now perfectly ſo in your own. 

With our thanks for the favour of your 
good company, be pleaſed to accept of our moſt 
hearty acknowledgments for your kind preſent 
of your excellent piece on the Riſe and Progreſs 
of Religion in the Soul: a performance which 
cannot fail of doing much good in the world, 
as it is judiciouſly contrived to engage the at- 
tention, and improve the minds of all ſorts of 
readers; being ſo plain, as to be intelligible 
to the loweſt underſtandings, at the ſame time 
that it is ſo elegant, as to gratify the higheſt. 
You may aſſure yourſelf, Sir, that it was not 
in the power of my moſt preſſing engagements 
to hinder me from reading ſuch a work as 
this, and I hope I am much the better for 
having done ſo. Nor would it have been kind 
to my dear Mrs. Hunt, not to have given 
her an opportunity of peruſing a book, from 
which I myſelf had received ſo much benefit. I 
therefore no ſooner laid it out of my own 


hands, but I put it into her's, where I after- - 


wards oftentimes found it, and cannot eafily 
tell you how much ſhe was affected by it, nor 
deſcribe 
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deſcribe the gratitude ſhe profeſſes to owe to 
her worthy inſtructor. 

I have not Maimonides de jure Pauperi et Peri- 
grini, which you enquire after, nor is it to be 
had here. I find it is in the Bodleian Library, 
whete I ſhall be ready at any time to conſult 
it for you, I made your compliments to the 
Dean of Chriſt-Church and our other friends, 
who often aſk kindly after you. The principal 
and his lady are retired to Launden-Grange for 
the long vacation, where they are both well, 
as I underſtand by a letter I received from the 
Dr. by the laſt poſt. I heartily wiſh you 
health and ſucceſs in the proſecution of all your 
publick and private labours for the good of 
mankind, and am, with mine and my wife's 

beſt reſpects to yourſelf, your good lady and 
_ firefide, and to your fellow-traveller Mr. Fer- 
guſſon, 


Dear Sir, 
Your moſt affectionate and obliged 
| humble ſervant, 


TromMas Hor. 


LETTER 


THE REV. DR. DODDRI DGE. 337 


rr 
From THE SAME, 


DEAR SIR,  Hertford-College, Feb. 26, 1745==6. 
Received the favour of your kind letter by 
Dr. Stonhouſe, and am glad to - hear that 
you and your good family are well. Your a- 
pology for not having given me this pleaſure 
ſooner is extremely obliging, but no more than 
what I had made for you before in my own 
mind. The variety of noble and uſeful employ- 
ments Dr. Doddridge is engaged in, readily 
offered themſelves in his excuſe, and will, if I 
may be ſo happy as to hope for a line now 
and then, when his engagements are the leaſt 
preſſing, be a ſtanding argument that, though 


I cannot hear from him ſo often as I could 


wiſh, I am not forgotten by him. 

Many thanks to you for your excellent Ser- 
mon on the death of the valiant and worthy 
Colonel Gardiner, I was moſt ſenſibly affected 
with the peruſal of it; nor can I eafily tell 
you -whether I was more pleaſed with the in- 
genuity of the diſcourſe, or moved with the 
tenderneſs of the application. Both your la- 
mentation over your dead friend, and your 
moving epiſtle to his diſconſolate widow, are 
plainly formed on Horace's plan, Si vis me flere, 
&c, and therefore it is no wonder they ſhould 
draw tears from your readers, as, I aſſure you, 
they did not only from my dear Mrs. Hunt, 

Y but 
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but myſelf, in great abundance. How mourn- 
fully pleaſing to Lady Frances muſt the honour 
you have done her gallant confort be! And 
as for the deceaſed hero himſelf, methinks, I 
hear every brave ſoldier in the britiſh army 
ſaluting his aſhes (thus diſtinguiſhed by your 
praiſes) in the words of Alexander, when he 
ſtood before the tomb of Achilles, and reflected 
on the honour that had been done that famous 
warrior by Homer's verſes, 


O fortunate Gardinere, qui tuæ virtutis 
Talem præconem inveneris 


At leaſt, I am ſure theſe would be their ſenti- 
ments, were your Sermon put into their hands, 
"as I could heartily . wiſh (for the animating 
the courage of our troops) it were, — I need 
not tell you how glad I ſhould be to ſee the 
remarkable paſſages of a lite, the concluſion of 
which was ſo glorious, 
And now I have mentioned the death of this 
great man, give me leave, Sir, to congratulate 
you on the happy proſpect we now have of 
ſeeing a ſpeedy and effectual period put to this 
wicked rebellion, which was the occaſion of it. 
In humble imitation of ſuch true lovers of 
their country as yourſelf, I have, in a courſe of 
fourteen or fifteen. Sermons, (the firſt of them 
preached at the Archdeacon of Oxford's viſita- 
tion) endeavoured to bear my teſtimony againſt 
this horrid attempt and the pernicious conſe- 
quences of it; and, as there are a great many - 
popiſh families in the neighbourhood of my 

; pariſh 
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pariſh, I am not without hopes that I have 
done ſome little good within the compaſs of my 
narrow ſphere : at leaſt, liberavi animam meam. 

Your friends here often enquire after your 
health, and are much at your ſervice ; but none 
more ſo, than Mr, Merrick of Trinity, whoſe 
compliments I will ſend you in his own words, 
« Pray, give my humble ſervice to the worthy 
doctor, and let him know that I ſhall be proud 
of the honour of his acquaintance.” I am ſure 
Mr, Merrick's friends may juſtly be ſo of his. 
For there cannot. be a more deſerving man in 
all reſpets. His learning (which is beyond 
compariſon great for his years) is the leaſt of 
his many good qualifications, He has every 
virtue which renders learning amiable and uſe- 
ful; is not only a good ſcholar, but (which is 
infinitely better) a good chriſtian, 

I am glad to hear that the third volume 
of your Family Expoſitor is in ſuch forward- 
neſs: a work which is calculated to do the 
greateſt good, and which therefore I hope will 
ſoon be in the hands of- every ſerious family 
in the kingdom. May God give you life and 
health to finiſh this, and every other deſign 
which you have in hand for the advancement 
of his religion, and the benefit of mankind, 
I am, with Mrs, Hunt's and my beſt reſpects 
to yourſelf and your good lady, 

Dear Sir, 
Your moſt affectionate, 
and moſt obliged humble ſervant, 
T. HuxT. 
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D 


FRO THE SAME. 


DEAR SIR, Hertford-College, Oct. 2, 1746. 

S the incloſed Propoſals have been the oc- 
caſion of my not writing to you ſooner, 

I beg they may be my apology for it. You 
will perceive they contain a very large and 
circumſtantial account of the work which is the 
ſubje& of them: an account, which (however 
neceſſary in an undertaking ſo little known) I 
thought I ſhould not have leiſure to collect 
and digeſt, to my ſatisfaction, in term time; 
and therefore choſe to ſet afide part of the va- 
cation for it. By which means, this ſeaſon, in 
which I uſed to anſwer letters, and quit ſcores 
with my correſpondents, has, inſtead of giving 
me an opportunity of paying my debts, only 
ſerved to run me farther into arrears. | 
But of all the arrears which I have been 
forced to leave undiſcharged, there is none that 
has lain heavier on my mind, than that to Dr. 
Doddridge; as there is nobody, whoſe correſ- 
pondence I have reaſon to ſet a greater value 
on. Give me leave then, out of compaſſion 
to myſelf, as well as reſpect to you, Sir, to 
return you my ſincereſt thanks for the favour 
of your laſt kind letter, and your excellent Ser- 
mon on Luke 1. 74, 75, that accompanied it. 
Such a diſcourſe as this, though you are pleaſed 
to 
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to call your preaching it on the gth of Feb. 
ruary your ſinging Te Deum too ſoon, can ne- 


ver be unſeaſonable. If the victory over the 


rebels was not then complete, the advantages 
of ſuch a victory were certain: and the diſ- 
playing them in the lively and affecting man- 
ner you have done, could not be improper with 
regard either to God, or man. With regard to 
God, it was the readieft-way to engage him to 
beſtow them, and with regard to man, it was 
the readieſt way to encourage him to deſerve 
them. Thanks be to Providence] our deliver- 
ance, to which the precipitate flight from Stir- 
ling was a prelude, is now complete : Te Deum 
is now ordered to be ſung by the united voice 
of the whole nation: and I make no doubt 


but the heart that was ready on the gth of 


February, will be prepared to ſing and ſpeak 
praiſe in the moſt acceptable manner on the 
gth of October. Extremely ſorry am I, that 
this conqueſt ſhould have coft the lives of fo 
many of our gallant countrymen, Permit me 
to condole with you, in a particular manner, on 
the loſs of the third illuſtrious brother of the 
Munro family, the valiant and glorious Captain 
George, Very afflicting to me was the news 
of that unfortunate event, becauſe I knew it 
would be ſo to my worthy friend. But the 
greater the miſchiefs of this deteſtable rebellion, 
the more thankful ſhould we be for the provi- 
dential extinction of it! | 

. Our 


EY A _ - 2 N 5 > 
x - . — 7 * 2 p 
1 * - A 4 * — k + 6 a ® + 
— . — 89832 „ Hp Shs = oo _ P 
ww _ - = - Y + 


8 3 
l . 
* 


"ti I 


8 SCE 


+ 


<3 
— 


* 4; 
. W 


22 
"—_ 
— 
- # a 
T3 


a 
_ 


* 
* 


— 
* . 
2 4. 7 
. RAT 
: Aw 
. 4A 4 — 5 - 


2 


IN SE 
5 2 I> 
= 


* 
e 


wt 
4- 


- 4 - 
- 


_— 
— * D 2 a 
* 4 4 


2 


- — — 
— 2 TI 
e A 
- - 


342 LET T ERS TO AND FROM 


Our worthy friend Mr. Merrick is out of 
town. I cannot eaſily tell you how highly de- 
lighted my wife was with that paragraph of your 
kind letter, where you gave her hopes of ſee- 
ing Mrs. Doddridge here. There is nobody 
ſhe would be ſo glad to pay her reſpects to. 
But this is a happineſs, which, I am afraid, 
ſhe cannot expect at preſent, becauſe, if I un- 
derſtand you right, it is now about decime ordo 
lung. All that ſhe can now defire is, that you 
would permit her to pleaſe herſelf with the 
thoughts of ſeeing her at a more proper ſeaſon. 
In the mean time, her beſt wiſhes and kindeſt 


reſpects attend thoſe of, 


Dear Sir, 
Your moſt affectionate, 
and obedient humble ſervant, 
| T. Hur. 


ieren ein. 
15 From THE SAME, 


Chrift-Church, April 14, 1748. 

DEAR AND WORTHY SIR, 
Fully intended to have thanked you for the 
pleaſure of your laſt very kind letter many 
months ago ; but was prevented by the death of 
my predeceſſor, the news of which hurried me 
to London, where I was detained above fix 
| weeks 
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weeks. When I returned hither, I had many 
forms and ceremonies to go through on account 
of my new preferment ; many congratulatory let- 
ters to anſwer ; innumerable viſits to return, &c; 
not to mention the trouble and hurry of re- 
moving to Chriſt-Church, and furniſhing a large 
empty houfe. After theſe things were over, I 
had a courſe of lectures to prepare, which 
joined to my other employments, publick and 
private, have taken up every moment of my 
time, and laid me under the unavoidable ne- 
ceſſity of being a very bad correſpondent even 
to 'my beſt friends, among the chief of whom 
I am proud to reckon the worthy Dr. Dod- 
dridge. 

But, not to make any farther apology for 
my filence, which nothing but your good na- 
ture can excuſe, give me leave to return you 
my fincere, though late thanks for the favour 
of your laſt moſt obliging, letter, and to enquire 
after your and your good family's health and 


welfare. I hope you yourſelf, Sir, are as well, 


as every true lover of religion and virtue wiſhes 
you to be; that Mrs. Doddridge continues to 
enjoy the good effects of the bath; and that 
your dear children go on to anſwer your beſt 
expectations. Indeed it is ſcarce poſſible for the 
children of ſuch parents to do amiſs. Would 
to God, that every branch of the riſing gene- 
ration were as well ſecured, as thoſe happy 
young perſons, who have the good fortune to 
be placed under your care, whether as father, 
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or preceptor | There would be then ſome proſ- 
pect of better men, and better times. 

Many thanks for your kind intentions with 

to my Egyptian Hiſtory. I have been 
forced to lay that work by for ſome time, on 
account of the preparations I have been making 
for my Hebrew lectures; but I hope to bring 
it on the anvil again very ſoon, and finiſh it. 
Dr. Stonhouſe, to whom I beg you to preſent 
my beſt reſpects, has ſent me his ſubſcription. 

| Yeſterday was fortnight, the Univerſity con- 
ferred the degree of L. L. D. on Mr, Weſt, 
in conſideration of the great and eminent ſer- 

vice he has done the chriſtian religion by his 
book on the Reſurrection of our Saviour. It 
is faid, that the ſame honour was offered to Mr, 
Lyttelton for his piece on St. Paul's Conver- 
fon, but that he declined it in an handſome 
manner, by ſaying that he choſe not to be un- 
der any particular attachments, that, if he ſhould 
happen to write any thing of the like kind for 
the future, it might not appear to proceed 
from any other motive whatſoever, but a pure. 
deſire of doing good. 

Laft night the corpſe of Dr. Holmes, Preſi- 
dent of St. John's, who died a few days ago 
at Bath, was interred in the college chapel. He 
has left a legacy of thirteen thouſand pounds 
to that ſociety, which is to take place after the 
deceaſe of his widow. He is to be ſucceeded 


by Dr. Derham, 


The 
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The Dean, Mr. Merrick, and the reſt of your 
friends here are well, and deſire you to accept 
their beſt reſpects. The good principal of Hert- 
ford you will probably ſee at your election. 
We have now a good houſe here, which I hope 
you and Mrs. Doddridge will make your home, 


will not any where find a more ſincere wel- 
come. I thank God, the air at Chriſt- Church 
agrees with my wife perfectly well, and the 
has not been better in health, fince ſhe came 
to Oxford, than ſhe is at preſent. She deſires 
her beſt reſpects to yourſelf and y”=_ lady may 
attend thoſe of, 


Dear Sir, | 
Your moſt affectionate, 
and obedient humble ſervant, 
T. Hunt. 


ET EH CEBE 
FroM THE SAME, 


Chriſt-Church, January 4, 1748—9. 

DEAR AND WORTHY SIR, 
Beg you to excuſe the trouble of this, which 
is to defire your acceptance of the ſpeech 
which I made at the entrance on my new office. 
You will perceive, that it is only the third 
part 


when you come to Oxford, I aſſure you, you 
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part of what I intended to have offered to the 
publick on the ſame ſubjet ; but I have been 
hindered from finiſhing it, not only by my at- 
tendance on Abdollatiph, as mentioned in the 
note, page 26, but likewiſe by my want of 
health, which would not permit me to go to 
the publick library to conſult ſuch books as I 
had occaſion for. My complaint is the gravel ; 
and a very ſevere and tedious one it has been : 
but, I thank God, I am now better, and hope, 
through the aſſiſtance of the divine goodneſs, 
and the care of Dr. Frewin, I ſhall ſoon be well. 
I] am much obliged to you for the pleaſure 
I had in the company of good Mr. Longue- 
ville. He is a ſenſible, friendly, good natured, 
worthy man. I was very ſorry my illneſs would 
not permit me to attend him in ſeeing the 
- curioſities. of the place; but I got Mr. Ken- 
nicott to do it, who not only ſhewed him the 
_ Univerſity, but likewiſe waited on him to Blen- 
heim. And Mr. Longueville was pleaſed to ſay 
he was much delighted with what he had ſeen, 
Many thanks to you for your kind preſent 
of your excellent Sermon. You have done great 
honour to our brother Mr. Hervey in the de- 

dication, which breathes the true ſpirit of chriſ- 
tian benevolence, and contains ſuch generous 
and charitable ſentiments as muſt charm every 
reader that has any regard to the true intereſts 
of our moſt holy religion. I think the account 
you give of the occaſion of the words (which 
is ſomething ! in my way) is juſt, and 
the 
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the method in which you have explained and 
carried on the metaphor throughout, is in the 
higheſt degree beautiful, as well as inſtructive. 
I hope by this time you are happy in the 
increaſe of your family, to which I wiſh all 
imaginable proſperity, and that your worthy 
lady and the little one are perfectly well. 1 
cannot tell you how much my dear Mrs, Hunt 
and 1 long to ſee your life of Colonel Gardi- 
ner. I am, with her and my beſt reſpects 20 
yourſelf and good Mrs. Doddridge, 
| C 
Your much obliged and very affectionate 
humble ſervant, 
T. HunT. 


jp" EE — 


—— 


FRY TT Cn 


From THE EARL oF HALITAx. 


$IR, Audley-Street, Sept. 19, 1745. 
Should not have deferred anſwering your ob- 
liging letter till this poſt, had I not thought 
it neceſſary to take ſome time in conſidering 
the contents of it, and in endeavouring to di- 
| rect 

» During the Rebellion in 1745, Dr. Doddridge ex- 
erted himſelf with great zeal and at a conſiderable ex- 
penſe in the cauſe of his king and country, When a 
regiment was raiſing in Northamptonſhire, to be under 
h the 
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rect that honeſt and hearty zeal, which you fo 
warmly expreſs for the defence of our religion, 
liberty, and preſent happy eſtabliſhment, in ſuch 
a channel as may prove moſt uſeful to the 
publick cauſe, and beſt ſuit with the inclinations 
of the government; which, upon ſuch an occa- 
fion as this, muſt neceſſarily be conſulted, or 
the moſt loyal and zealous ſubjects of his ma- 
jeſty may chance to meet with an aukward re- 
turn for their proffered ſervices, as not being 
perfectly agreeable to the ſentiments of thoſe 
in power. 
Entirely agreeing with you, Sir, that great 
indolence and inactivity have been manifeſt up- 
on this occaſion ; and thinking it abſolutely ne- 
ceflary that ſomebody ſhould ſet an example of 
ſpirit in the preſent conjuncture, I had, for 
ſome days before I received your letter, been 
deliberating in what manner I could prove moſt 
uſeful to my country; and had at laſt refolved 
to offer my ſervice to his majeſty, with a pro- 
poſal of my endeavours to raiſe a regiment in 
and about Northampton; which, with the aſſiſt- 
ance of the neighbouring gentlemen, whoſe 
affections to his majeſty's perſon and govern- 
ment I thought 1 * venture to rely upon, 
I had 


the command of the Earl of Halifax, he wrote many 
letters to his friends in that county and neighbourhood, 
to excite their concurrence ; he went about among his 
own people to encourage proper perſons to enliſt, and 
bad the pleaſure to find many of them chearfully en- 
aging in the deſign, Life, p. 179. 
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I had no reaſon to doubt might be ſoon com- 
pleted: and ſuch an offer as this from one, 
not ſo well enabled by fortune or influence in 
the country to ſerve his majeſty, as many great 
perſonages in this kingdom, I thought could 
not fail of animating many others, and raiſing 
a glorious ſpirit of early oppoſition to the de- 
teſtable and rebellious attempt now carrying on 
in Scotland: and my opinion is, that it is not 
enough that this inſurrection be quaſhed by 
ordinary methods, eſpecially when I conſider it 
could take its rife from no other hope than 
the diſaffection of his majeſty's ſubjects: the 
contrary diſpoſition ought to he univerſally ſhewn, 
and it is for the credit of his majeſty's go- 
vernment, and for the honour of this nation 
abroad, that many thouſands, unpaid and unſo- 
licited, ſhould take up arms to the immediate 
confuſion of theſe inſolent rebels. 

Your letter, which I cannot enough commend 
for the worthy and generous ſpirit that ſhines 
in every part of it — but I will ſay no more on 
the ſubject, than that I think you ſhew yourſelf 
upon this occaſion, as well as all others, the beſt 
of men. Your letter, I ſay, confirmed me in my 


opinion of the neceſſity of ſhewing an early 


zeal in the defence of all that is dear to us; 
and I ſhould forthwith have made my propoſal 
to his majeſty, but that the advice of ſome 
friends (of whoſe judgment in affairs of this 
nature I have the higheſt opinion, and whoſe in- 
tegrity I have had long experience of) convinced 

me, 
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me, that as this rebellion is not yet conſidered 
in ſo ſerious a light, as to render any extraor- 
dinary offers of this nature acceptable to thoſe 
in power, I had better wait till the exigency 
would better juſtify them. I cannot fay I to- 
tally concur in their opinion; but as I would 
not upon any conſideration appear officious in 
my zeal, which has not now, or ever ſhall have 
any other motive than the ſupport of his ma- 
jeſty's royal family, and the true intereſt of 
the publick, I for the preſent reſolved to wave 
my purpoſe. But in the mean time I am en- 
deavouring to ſpur up thoſe, who have the care 
of the whole, to the ſame ſpirit that animates 
myſelf and you; and hope that before Sunday 
next I ſhall be better informed what part to 
act when I ſee Northamptonſhire. I purpoſe be- 
ing at Horton on Sunday night, and ſhould be 
very glad to have your company at dinner on 
Monday, that we may diſcourſe farther .upon 
this ſubject. I wiſh I could now ſay all to you 
I think upon this occaſion, but at preſent let 
it ſuffice, that I only add an aſſurance, which 
I flatter myſelf you will believe, of my being 
ys {144 Dear Sir, 
Your moſt obedient 
and obliged humble ſervant, 
Dunk HaLirax, 


LETTER 
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LE 1” TER CET; 
F ROM THE SAME, 


\ DEAR DOCTOR, Audley-Street, Nov. 14, 1745. 
OR that epithet I muſt make uſe of; and 

you would think 1 might juſtly do it, if 
you knew how much you had endeared your- 
ſelf to me by your worthy and good diſpoſi- 
tion: this muſt make you valuable in the eyes 
of every honeſt man. Give me leave, who 
have ſeen ſo much of it, to be particularly af. 
fected by it: amiable however as it is, do not 
ſuppoſe I mean it will univerſally meet with 
the reward it ought : it is with great concern I 
am obliged to think above half the world — 
ON = 


Thoſe, whoſe intentions are the' moſt upright, 


are moſt ſubje& to the ſecret weapons of envy, _ 


jealouſy, and malice, and though there is no- 
thing to be alleged againſt them, but that they 
have eminently done as they ought, that, be- 
lieve me, is ſufficient to draw numberleſs ene- 
mies upon them. God knows, I heartily wiſh 
J had in my ſphere as ſingular merit as you 
have in yours; but if I had, my enemies per- 
haps would not be fewer than they are; for 1 
muſt obſerve to you that I never attempted 
any thing I thought eſſentially, though perhaps 
uncommonly right, but what I was immediately 
expoſed to .calumny and reproach, and to the 
| falſe 
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falſe conſtructions of thoſe who had not the 
nature to attempt the fame. I diſregard and 
deſpiſe them ; and would rather have the appro- 
bation of one ſuch man as you, than that of 
the corrupted, miſled multitude. 
In this light, I conſider the manner in which 
I have been treated in return for the great 
fatigue and labour I have been at to ſerve my 
king and country in this time of danger. The 
ſhafts which malice and reſentment have di- 
rected towards me will miſs their mark, and re- 
coil upon thoſe who are the authors of them. 
What you mention in your letter, I own ſur- 
priſes, but does not concern me; I mean, that 
1 have got a penſion from his majeſty of two 
_ thouſand pounds a year for my ſervices. Such 
a report is without the leaſt foundation, and 
you will do well to contradict it. As I told 
you ſolemnly at Northampton, I had no other 
motive in what 1 did, but the publick welfare, 
ſo I can with the greateſt truth aſſure you, I 
have never had any other thought, any other 
inducement, but the ſervice of my country ; 
and however his majeſty might conſider me as 
a ſubject worthy his favour, he never has, and 
I never wiſhed he ſhould reward me for what 
I have done. So far from being a gainer by 
my regiment, 1 am confident I ſhall be a fſuf- 
ferer above a thouſand pounds, not a farthing 
of which I ever ſhall or ever will be reimburſed. 
When I ſee you at Northampton, which I 
purpoſe * in a very few days, I will bring 


you 
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you ſigned the papers you ſent me; and think 
myſelf obliged to you for putting it in my 
power to relieve the diſtreſſed. 

Now let me return you my hearty thanks 
for . your friendly congratulations upon Lady 
Halifax's ſafe delivery, and aſſure you that I 
am, 

Dear Sir, 
Your moſt faithful | 
and obedient humble ſervant, 
Duxk HarLirax. 


L's T-T's Cv 
FroM NATHANIEL NEAL, E$Q,* 


REV. AND DEAR SIR, April, 1743. 
2 report which you had heard of my 
honoured Father's Death was too well 
founded, if it is becoming the filial gratitude 
2 I owe 


An eminent attorney in London; ſon of the Rey. 
Mr. Daniel Neal, author of the Hiſtory of the Puritans ; 
and Nephew of Dr. Lardner. - © Whoſe character, ſays 
a correſpondent, I never think of without the higheſt 
veneration and eſteem, as few ever poſſeſſed more emi- 
nently the virtues of the heart, united with a very ſu- 
perior underſtanding and judgment.” He wrote a pamph- 
let, entitled, A free and ſerious Remonſtrance 'to Proteſ- 
tant Diſſenting Miniſters, on occaſion of the Decay of 
Religion ; which was republiſhed by the late Rev. Mr. 
Job Orton, in 1775.— As frequent mention hath been 


made of Mx. OxTon's name in this volume, who was 
| ; the 
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I owe his memory to ſeem to repine at my 

own loſs, which I am fatisfied is greatly his 

gain; eſpecially when his nobler powers were ſo 
| much 


the particular friend of Dr. Doddridge, and the writer 
of his life, the editor had intended to have given a 
ſhort account of him by way of appendix to theſe let- 
ters; but conſidering, that this will ere long be done 
by a much ablex hand in, the new. edition of the Bio- 
graphia Britannica, he will content himſelf with ſub- 
joining here the following reſpectable teſtimony. borne to 
his memory and worth, as written, in a letter, to the edi- 
tor by Dr. Johnſtone, an eminent phyſician of Worceſter, 


DEAR SIR, Feb. 26, 1786. 
« Lord Bacon reckons it a great deficiency in Biogra- 
phy, that it is for the moſt part confined to the actions 
of kings and princes, and a few perſons of high rank; 
while the memory of men diſtinguiſhed for worth and 
. goodneſs in the lower ranks of life has been only pre- 
ſerved: by tradition. I rejoice therefore, that you have 
undertaken to collect memoirs of the late Rev. Job Or- 
ton, one of thoſe excellent perſons, who was as induſ- 
trious in concealing that worth which was ſo conſpicuous 
to all who knew him, as he was earneſt and ſkilful in 
applying it to the beſt and moſt beneyolent purpoſes, — | 
Indeed, my friend, we ſhall not ſee his like again: we 
ſhall not ſee knowledge fo extenſive joined with ſuch hu- 
mility: ſuch wiſdom and diſcernment of the human 
character and of human life, ſo determinately employed 
in doing good to all around him, and to diffuſe happi- 
neſs to the large circle of human ſociety, He truly had 
the wiſdom .of the ſerpent and the innocence of the dove. 
Of the ſeventeen years which he paſſed in Kidderminſter, 
I ſpent moſt uſefully and. happily daily many hours in 
his company: his counſel always ſkilful, was faithfu} and 
benevolent. I felt the advantage of it, and regret the 
irreparable loſs I have ſuſtained, I do not remember 1 
f N ; ever 


THE REV. DR. DODDRIDGE. 338 


much obſcured, even to the fight of his friends, 
as they have been for ſometime paſt by the 
bodily decays he laboured under. But notwith- 

Z 2 ſtanding 


ever ſpent ten minutes in his company, without being 
witneſs to ſome benevolent deſign or ſome benevolent 
action. He comforted and adviſed the opulent — he vi- 
fited the widow and the fatherleſs, the ſick, the poor and 
needy, in their affliction, He applied his fortune in re- 
lieving their wants: and a mind, ſtill more rich in re- 
ſources, than his fortune was in abundance, in contrivan- 
ces, as well as incitements to others, to adminiſter relief, 
To ſuch as needed, he gave with that generous addreſs, 
and that exquiſite ſkill, in which I think he ſurpaſſed 
moſt perſons I have ever known. I repeat it, I never 
was in his company without perceiving he was carrying 
on ſome uſeful deſign, either of a publick or private 
nature : doing good himſelf and impelling others to con- 
cur with him in executing ſome charitable work, or 
ſome plan to relieve indigence, to alleviate pain, to in- 
form ignorance, to check and reform vice: in arbitrat- 
ing and ſettling differences, which had any where taken 
place among his friends or acquaintance he poſſeſſed 
great influence, and ſhewed always great addreſs, and 
gave ſatisfaction by his interference. He poſſeſſed a bap- 
py manner of engaging the affections and confidence of 
young perſons, and he gave them advice in ſuch a man- 
ner as had generally a happy influence in forming their 
character to habits of virtue and religion. His ability 
and his zeal as a miniſter I do not preſume to mention: 
his worth as a man, his ſincerity as a chriſtian, need 
no ſuch feeble teſtimony as mine. It is indeed an in- 
jury to ſo high a character to offer any teſtimony. But 
I cannot forbear calling to your recollection, that though 
he was zealous as a chriſtian, yet he poſſeſſed no warmth 
of zeal to any thing but real religion. A proteſtant diſ- 
ſenter he was upon principle, but entertained the moſt 
liberal communication with many individuals belonging 
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ſtanding all the admirable reliefs which reaſon 
and faith afford under the uneaſineſs which na- 
ture feels on the loſs of ſo near and (who had 


to the eſtabliſhment, diſtinguiſhed like himſelf by worth 
and talents; and had the moſt generous and charitable 
ſentiments concerning parties and perſons of different ſo- 
cieties and perſuaſions in religion in every part of Eu- 
rope.* I need not inform you, that a bad ſtate of health 
brought him to Kidderminſter; and that I had the honour 
to be confided in, as his phyſician.+ His complaints were 
of the nervous and melancholic kind: they often interrupt- 
ed his eaſe and his uſefulneſs; but were prevented from 
confining him entirely to the houſe till the month of June, 
1783. He had often complained of failure of memory; but 
yet, in particular inſtances, very conſtantly gave proofs of 
his. poſſeſſing it with unuſual accuracy and extent, At 
length, however, the defect which he perceived, appeared 
to others, now and then in expreſſing an improper word, 
and in making a pauſe before he pronounced the in- 
tended one. He complained of pain and a growing con- 
| fuſion in his head. About a week before his death, 
that confuſion became apparent and complete, He knew 
every perſon, but could not expreſs what he intended. 
In three or four days more he became lethargic, and 
$0? died 
* « It hath always been my endeavour and my happineſs to be 
upon good terms with all my brethren, whether conformiſts, non- 
conformiſts, calviniſts, arminians, &c. I valued them according to 
their real worth, and endeayoured to ſerve them; and we were al- 
ways ſocial and friendly. This affords me ſome ſatisſaction in the 
decline of life, Do you think our great Maſter will blame me for 


ſuch a conduct? 
In @ letter to the editer. 


+ *I left Shrewſbury and came to Kidderminſter, (ſays Mr. Orton) 
that I might have the advice of a very able and ſxilful phyfician 

(Dr. Johnſtone) who hath always proved himſelf a faithful and ten- 
der friend; to whoſe care as a phyſician, I, under God, owe my 
life, and to whoſe friendſhip I am indebted for ſome of the greateſt 
comforts of it, * | 
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been) ſo defirable a relation, and the many cir- 
cumſtances of weakneſs which ſeemed to make 
diſſolution leſs formidable, yet the parting ſea- 
ſon will be gloomy, the breathleſs corps of a 
once dear and valuable friend will affect us, and 
the carrying out of our houſe, and leaving be- 
hind us in a ſolitary tomb, all that was viſible 
(when at the ſame time it was ſo venerable) of 
a Father, ſtrikes a damp on the ſpirits which 

is not eaſily overcome or forgotten. I bleſs God, 
| Z 3 that 


died apopleCtic the 19th of July, 1783, in the ſixty-ſixth 


year of his age. — Thus lived, and thus died this ſer- 
vant of God — this good man — dear to and revered by 
all: this counſellor and friend, whoſe loſs we muſt ever 
deplore. But, my friend, let us no longer view our 
loſſes. How ſingular was our advantage! He was our 
counſellor and comforter while alive: his memory ever 
dear to us, and preſent with us, will ſtill ſuſtain and 
protect us. If at any time malediftion ſhall perſecute 
us living or dead — it will be replied — ** No — this 
cannot be true, the honeſteſt and worthieſt of men was 
their friend.” — In books of piety, and in the lives of 
pious men, we ſee the effects which religion ought to 
have; thoſe who knew Mr. Orton ſaw the influence it 
had, ſaw its ſpirit and precepts exemplified in his temper 
and conduct.“ 

Were it neceſſary to add to the above, it would be 
eaſy to produce the teſtimonies of a Kennicott, an Adams, 
a Tucker, with ſeveral others given by eminent men 
both of the eſtabliſhment and among the diſſenters : for, 
to uſe the language of the apoſtle, © he had a good 
report of all men, and of the truth itſelf.” 


Dum memor ipſe mei, dum ſpiritus hos reget artus, 
Semper honos, nomenque tuum, laudeſque manebunt. 


Vines, 
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that in all his ſenſible intervals, during his laft 
illneſs, he enjoyed an uncommon ſerenity of 
mind, and behaved, and died, becoming a chriſ- 
tian and a miniſter. Mr. Jennings is to preach 
his funeral-ſermon to-morrow. I would requeſt 
your prayers that we may none of us be want- 
ing in a due improvement either of his good 
inſtructions or example. 

I ſhall ſend a mourning ring for you to Mr. 
Fenner, which I beg your acceptance of in me- 
of "the deceated, and as a token of the 
reaper. with which I am, 

Dear Sir, 
Your moſt humble ſervant, 
NATHANIEL NEAL, 


I heard my Uncle Lardner mention his hav- 
ing ſent you a _ edition of his works. 


| 
» 1 mo 
— * * - > - =_ * . = 
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ren CXVII. 
| FROM THE SAME. 


REV. AND DEAR sIR, OR. 15, 1743- 
HE - candid reception you gave my laſt 
of the 11th inſtant, I impute principally 
to your own condeſcending and friendly diſpoſi- 
tion, and next to the credit you gave to that 
re of intention with which it was wrote, 
and 
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and wherein alone I can be any ways ſure it 
was not very defective. 

Jam not inſenfible, Sir, that the reſpe& ma- 
ny of your people bore to Mr. —, and your 
own acquaintance with him, muſt have made 
it a matter of difficulty to you entirely to 
have avoided ſhewing him ſome regards on 
his. coming to Northampton : and I greatly re- 
joice in being furniſhed with ſo particular an 
account of the circumſtances attending his viſit 
that may enable me to ſay, you were fo far 
at that time from ſeeking his preaching in your 
pulpit, that you took ſeveral ſteps (and all that 


you thought you could prudently venture on, 


and ſuch as might, if they had ſucceeded, have 
been ſufficient) to have prevented it: which I 
doubt not will, and I am fure ought to have 
ſome weight with thoſe who cenſure this ſtep 
on the foot of imprudence: I could only wiſh 
I were able to make theſe circumſtances known 
as far as that cenſure may be likely to extend. 

I ſhould be very ſorry, Sir, if you had any 
juſt reaſon to apprehend, that what has or may 
be written you by any of your friends on this 


ſubject, is intended to have any weight on the 


foot of authority. They ought to be aſhamed 
of wiſhing any greater influence over you, than 
what their arguments, backed by the affection 
which all, who deſerve the name of your friends, 
ſo juſtly have for you will give them. And 
it is in confidence, that you will not think me 


ſo vain or weak to wiſh any greater for myſelf, 
Z 4 that 
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that I venture to write * 
on this ſubject. | 
- And there is one thing which your letter 
gives me an occaſion to ſuggeſt for your pre- 
ſent confideration with regard to your appre- 
henſions of the growth of infidelity, (which I 
am abundantly ſatisfied are too well founded) 
and that is, whether the enthuſiaſm and extra- 
ies of weak chriſtians have not furniſhed 
out ſome of the moſt ſpecious pleas, as well as 
ſplendid triumphs of infidelity ? The pamphlet 
of Chriſtianity not founded on Argument, alone ſuffi- 
ciently convinces me they have: inaſmuch as 
that pamphlet was calculated to ſerve the in- 
tereſts both of enthuſiaſm and deiſm; actually 
made both enthuſiaſts and deiſts, and raiſed a 
doubt, (not yet as I apprehend fully cleared) 
-whether the world was obliged to the one or 
other of theſe parties for that . per · 
formance. 
If enthuſiaſts, . by their 1 
are laying a foundation of deiſm, (however they 
might abhor it in their intentions) it behoves 
us ſurely to ſee to it, that we give them no 
aſſiſtance in that work; and the rather, as deiſts 
are watching every poſſible advantage of this 
kind. A remarkable inſtance of which, was ac+ 
cidentally mentioned to me very lately, that, in 
a late converſation in a mixed company of deiſts, 
the countenance which a certain eminent divine 
_ gives to ſome reputetl enthuſiaſts was men- 
| | tioned 
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tioned by one of the deiſts in ſupport of this 
poſition, That the moſt learned and conſiderable 
among chriſtian divines (who were really honeſt 
men) were enthuſiaſts. This relation you may 
certainly depend on the truth of, 

There are in my opinion, ſome innocent, nay 
laudable deſigns, which the providence of God 
permits to be ſo weakly conducted, that a chriſ- 
tian, however he may approve the main deſign, 
cannot conſiſtently with the wiſdom of the ſer- 
pent, (expreſsly recommended by our bleſſed 
Saviour to his diſciples) afford any aſſiſtance to: 
for it is not the propoſing a good end, nor 
the rightneſs of intention in thoſe who are pur- 
fuing it, that will alone juſtify me in concur- 
ring with or countenancing them in it, if the 
methods they take are improper, liable to offend 
ſome of the beſt friends, or give an advantage 
to the enemies of religion, Theſe muſt be 
weighed in the balance againſt expected advan- 
tages; and even if ſome of their methods are 
right, yet if they are ſo blended with wrong 
ones, that the world would not diſtinguiſh be- 
tween approviag ſome, and approving all, pru- 
dence may juſtly ſay, I onght not to inter- 
meddle. This ſurely would be a right way of 
reaſoning in matters of a temporal nature: and 
Jam not aware, that God has given us any 
other maxims to go by in matters of higher 
importance. In all caſes, we can only ſee to 
it, that our own conduct be right, leaving e- 
vents to God: and if ſome men, aiming well, 


take 
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take not the right methods of promoting reli- 
gion, if it be his cauſe, he will raiſe up ſuch, 
in his own time, that ſhall; and we are bound 

to wait with ſubmiſſion till his time comes. 
Whatever might be the cafe in the country, 
we in this city ſhould be. ſwallowed up in a 
ſea of deiſm, if the enthuſiaſtic notions of a 
particular ſet of men ſhould prevail: and I meet 
with many perſons (among thoſe who reaſon up- 
on theſe points) that begin to queſtion, whe- 
ther their own ſerious impreflions are any thing 
more than impreſſions on their imagination, and 
a taint of enthuſiaſm, when they ſee the lengths 
that other people have gone in it, who ſet out 
on the fame principles with themſelves. And 
nothing ſeems to me a more powerful preſerva- 
tive to ſome weaker chriſtians, than the ſeeing 
here and there a regular, prudent chriſtian ſteady 
to his principles and conduct amidſt the pre- 
vailing extravagancies of enthuſiaſm and the 

wiles of infidelity. 

Nothing would make me forgive myſelf this 
daring preſumption of venturing to expoſe my 
own ſentiments on ſuch a difficult ſubject to ſo 
able a caſuiſt as I efteem you to be, but the be- 
ef, that if in any thing I am right, God can 
occaſionally make the meaneſt chriftian of uſe 
to the ſtrongeſt; and wherein I am wrong, I 
am ſure of the gentleſt correction, and moſt 
likely to meet with a return of juſter ſenti- 
ments, I can truly ſay this, that wherein I ever 
differ from you, I think myſelf to have much 
greater 
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greater reaſon to ſuſpe& my own notions, than 

to deſpiſe yours. My paper -compels me to 

conclude without any other addition, than that 

I am, with the fincereſt friendſhip and eſteem, 

Rev. and Dear Sir, 
Mrs. Doddridge's and your very faithful 
humble ſervant, 

N. Near. 


L ET IT E R CAI. 


From THE SAME. 


_ DEAR AND REV. SIR, April 6, 1745, 
Read more than a common friendſhip in thoſe 
ſtrong expreſſions of eſteem with which your 
favour of the 27th of February laſt abounds ; 
and at the ſame time bluſh to think what I 


am: conſcious that your letter deſcribes a cha- 


' rater to which I ought to bear a much nearer 
reſemblance. 

1 am much obliged to you for your kind 
preſent of the Riſe and Progreſs of Religion in the 
Seoul, 1 read it over with pleaſure, and hope, 
not without ſome advantage from a book, which 
I truly think is calculated for very conſider- 
able uſefulneſs. The ſerious ſpirit it breathes 
muſt be acceptable to all who retain any ſeeds 
of piety; and the compaſs of imagination, and 

| force 


- 
— — — _ 


— vr og” 
1 
Y a 


- — — 


—— — — — — __ 
4 < 


| - 
IT% ry 
« ** 
+ 
SY. 
2 
** 
1 
1 
+ 
Fs 
& R 
1 
x 
! . 
1 
. = 
7 : 
fi 
—_ 
"= 
4 14 
"2 
, 
Fo _ 
=; 
- Bo 
* | 
 +* 1% 
"WH 
„ 
—_ 
"8 
N 
1 
N * 
1 
2 
1 £4 
* * 
* 
7 
24 
"i 
1 
LY 
I ' 
0 * 
. 
x7 
1 
= 1 
> 
, 
Wes «© 
_ 
A 
* 
— 
4 
F 
'- 
* 
1 
1 
a : 
"a 
BS 
k 1 
1 
4 
2 
ö 
\ Fo 
g if £ 
: Tr 
9 
| * 
F4 
* 
WY 
«4 
4 


364 LETTERS TO AND FROM 


force of expreſſion, which diſtinguiſh themſelves 
throughout the whole performance, ſhew that 
the beauties of the ſacred writings are not de- 
ſpiſed by all the maſters of human eloquence. 
This might ſuffice for me to ſay concerning 
2 book that is fo univerſally admired by thoſe 
to whoſe judgment and piety I pay the greateſt 
reverence; and all perhaps, that in prudence I 
ought to ſay; if I merely conſulted the pre- 
ſerving that credit you have been hitherto ſo 
kind as to give to my underſtanding : but as 
1 had rather deſerve your friendſhip than gain 
your applauſe, and be eſteemed injudicious than 
infincere, I will venture (fince you have deſired 
it) to ſend you a remark or two on this per- 
formance. 
Your book propoſes to draw a plan of a reli- 
gious diſpoſition, or habit, from its firſt founda- 
tion to its higheft perfection in the preſent ſtate ; 
and to confider it in its various ſtages and cir- 
cumſtances, agreeable to that variety which there 
is in the circumſtances and attainments of chriſ- 
tians. But is it not a juſt objection to this 
performance, if there are many chriſtians who 
are conſcious to themſelves that the foundation 
of their religious temper and practice was not 
laid in thoſe principles and that view of things 
which you there deſcribe? Which I ſuppoſe 
muſt be the caſe of thoſe, who do not in a 
good degree embrace the calviniſtical doctrines, 
and in fome meaſure of many that do: for 1 
| am 
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am inclined to think, that different principles 
do not more variouſly affect and influence the 
minds of men, than the ſame principles do dif- 
ferent minds, eſpecially young ones, according 
to the firmneſs or weakneſs of the mind, or as 
the prevailing turn is ſprightly or melancholy. 
Conſidering therefore, the ſtate of the chriſtian 
church univerſally, may it not be reaſonable to 
allow a greater variety in the methods, which 
divine wiſdom and mercy take, to bring finful 
men to the love and practice of religion? You 
will obſerve, the objection does not infer, that 
the method you preſcribe is not the moſt ge- 
neral or the beſt adapted to begin and carry on 
the chriſtian life in the ſoul of man, but whe. 
ther it be the only one. 


If I might venture to add another remark 


it ſhould be this: whether your rules and di- 
rections for promoting the chriſtian life do not 
require more time to be ſpent in the exerciſes 
of devotion, and in the inſtrumental duties of 
religion, than is conſiſtent with that attention 
to the affairs of this life which is neceſſary for 
the generality of chriſtians? and whether the 
propoſing more to be done than can (from a 
view of the capacities and opportunities of chriſ- 
tians in general) be expected ſhould be done, 
may not diſcourage ſome not to attempt, and 
others not to proceed in a courſe of religion ? 
What is fit to be done by ſome perſons, and 
in ſome ſpecial circumſtances, may not be ex- 
peed 
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pected from the greater number of chriſtians : 
and care ſhould be taken, that the heights of 
piety, to which ſome devout ſouls have ſoar- 
ed, do not become matter of diſcouragement 
to young chriſtians, or thoſe of an ordinary 
rank. 

It is not improbable, that 1 ani read over 
this book with a view and defire to diſcover 
and amend my own faults, and not to find any 
in that, may not have ſufficiently attended to 
ſome paſſages that may ſhew both theſe remarks 
impertinent; or, if there are not ſuch paſſages 
in this book, I myſelf can point, out to ſome 
in other of your pieces (particularly that on 
Regeneration, if my memory does not greatly 
fail me) which guard againſt both theſe objec. 
tions in very clear and expreſs terms. But 
whatever be the fate of my remarks, when I 
venture to attack the accuracy of your compo- 
fitions, I have a ſure and tried retreat in the can- 
dor and benevolence of your diſpoſition, which 
conceals all the weakneſſes of your friends; 
and I ſpeak it from my own repeated experi- 
ence, magnifies any well intentioned attempt in- 
to an act or evidence of conſpicuous wiſdom or 
virtue. 

I rejoice to hear your Paraphraſe is in ſo 
much forwardneſs; I confeſs, whatever diverts 
| you from that gives me ſome degree of diſ- 
 appointment.-T can only add at preſent, that 
I ot be glad to diſcover, * complying with 

the 
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the requeſt in yours of the 16th of March laſt, 
(of which I have fince heard nothing more) 
how very reſpectfully and affectionately I am, 
Rev. and dear Sir, 
Your faithful humble ſervant, 


N. NRAIL. 
* 
EST TER e. 
From THE SAME. 
DEAR SIR, Million-Bank, Feb. 6, 1745—6. 


Am very ſenſible of the confidence and vio- 
lence of party-men, and how willing they 

are to deprive all who differ from them either 
of their underſtandings or integrity, as they 
find the world moſt ready to confirm their ſen- 
tence; and that both the extremes among us 
have ſingled you out as opportunity offered, 
and your moderation provoked them, I am e- 
qually ſenſible, But I always thought your abi- 
lities ſet you above the reach of their utmoſt 
malice againſt the former; and that nothing 
could give them ſo great advantage as to the 
latter, as any occaſional condeſcenſions to the 
prejudices of either, which the other party could 
be ſure to improve with the utmoſt | dexterity 
againſt you. And though I always was fatis- 
fied in my own mind, that you never allowed - 
yourſelf in any ſuch condeſcenſions from the 
| motives 
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motives to which they have been aſcribed, yet 
motives being hidden things, warm and uncha- 
ritable men are ſure to ſuppoſe the worſt, and 
in fo doing are moſt likely to be believed. 
However this I can truly ſay, that I never 
heard ſuch charges advanced againſt you with- 
out either apparent contempt or offering ſuch a 
defence for you, as I thought ſufficient to vin- 
dicate your integrity; though they have not 
always had the deſired effect. Notwithſtanding 
J will own, I have ſometimes met with phraſes 
and paragraphs in your writings (particularly in 
your funeral ſermon for Colonel Gardiner) which, 
knowing the ill diſpoſition of one party, I could 
rather have wiſhed omitted, yet I can truly 
ſay, they never gave me any offence farther 
than as I thought they might offend others, 
or | furniſh matter of cavil againſt you; nor did 
ever believe that thoſe or any ſuch like ex- 
preſſions in any of your works, aroſe from a 
deſire of popularity, which was not conſiſtent 
with the moſt ardent zeal for the honour of 
God and the real intereſt of truth and goodneſs: 
nor ſhould I ever have been induced to men- 
tion the matter to you as worthy any conſider- 
able regard, if I had not now and then met 
with a man, (among the laity) who with a 
high eſteem of your general character and con- 
duct, ſeemed to think it might be more pru- 
dent to avoid every phraſe which on either 
fide had been inliſted in a party- ſcheme, or 
| | „ 
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been abuſed to party purpoſes, though in itſelf 
capable of a very juſt and warrantable conſtruc. 
tion. | 
You add a very great importance to my life 
in- repreſenting it as any ways conducive to the 
comfort and happineſs of yours; and it carries 
with it a ſtrong conviction to me, that eſteem 
in the eyes of men, is a favour of divine pro- 
vidence, and that God Almighty can by the 
weakeſt inſtruments adminiſter refreſhment and 
conſolation to his own faithful ſervants, — I 
heartily rejoice in the approbation your labours 
meet with from men of ſuch eminence and diſ- 
tinguiſhed characters as thoſe you mention in 
your letter, and in every other encouragement 
that is afforded you. I am, with undiflembled 
friendſhip and eſteem, | ; 
Dear Sir, 
Your moſt obedient ſervant, 
| N. Near. 


— 


LETTER CXX. 


 FrRoM THE SAME. 


DEAR SIR, Million-Bank, Oct. 6, 1747. 
AVING no neceſſary occaſion of writing 
has prevented my ſooner acknowledging 
your - laſt favour, in which yours and Mrs. 
Doddridge's kind invitation of me to your houſe 
A a is 
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18 reneweg, after I was diſappointed in my firſt 
intention; but though could ſpend my time 
more agreeably, or pay my reſpects more de- 
ſervedly nowhere than at Northampton under 
your roof, yet when the ſeaſon of my leiſure 
is elapſed, all avocations from buſineſs muſt be 
poſtponed, at leaſt to another year: which 
ſhould teach ons, how infinitely abſurd it is, to 
delay the moſt important concerns of life, in a 
mapner we continually ſee fatal to deſigns of 
inferior conſideration. 

The receipt of Colonel Gardiner's Life calls 
upen me for a particular acknowledgment. 1 
_ yet only had the pleaſure of reading 
ſome part of it; and though I know you would 


rather ſee me improved by it, than hear me 


commend it, yet as the latter will 1 hope at 
leaſt be no obſtruction to the former, I muſt 
own, that as far as I have gone, I think it is 
wrote in a very inſtructive and entertaining man- 
ner; and I was charmed with the dedication, 
the concluding -period of which, is worthy the 
eloquence and politeneſs of Pliny, and the piety 
and energy of St. Paul. But I wilt fay no 
more till T have peruſed the whole piece. 

My mother and fiſter are at Lady Abney's 
at Newington, and have been there near a 
month; the latter of whom will eſteem herſelf 
particularly, obliged, by your kind preſent of a 
book to; her. Mrs. Neal is, I bleſs God. rather 
better. than when, you, were in town, but Gill 
in 4 e that needs great eſtabliſn- 


ment, 


* 


THE REV. DR. DODDRIDGE. 377 
ment, and will not I flatter myſelf want the re- 


membrance of your beſt hours. I heartily pray 


for and rejoice in the proſperity of your family 
and academy, and am with our joint moſt affec- 
tionate ſalutations to yourſelf and lady, 
Dear Sir, 
Your very faithful, humble ſervant, 


N. Neat, 


P. S. I am quite in your way of thinking as 
to a coalition or comprehenſion with the church, 
I] believe nobody has, as yet, been talked with 
but Mr. Chandler, and he is too eager a man 
ever to ſettle any thing with calmneſs, and leaft 
of all fo difficult and extenſive a Plan 99 8. 96+ 
veral comprehenſion. 


OO 


L E TT ER CXXL. 
From THE SAME. 


' DEAR SIR, | | 1748. 
ORGIVE the laſt haſty letter'T wrote you, 
(in which 1 am far from thinking every 
thing was rightly or perhaps conſiſtently ſtated 
and diſpoſed) and that I have been fo long in 
acknowledging your very condeſcending anſwer 
to it, but I have been prevented by a variety 
of engagements. I confeſs, I ſee ſo many reſt- 
ing in devout frames and external forms, and 
ASS. | ſo 
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ſo. few in earneſt ſet about ſubduing their paſſi- 
ons and corrupt affections, and. amending their 
lives as they ſhould do, (who would melt into 
tears under an affectionate . or awakening ſer- 
mon) that perhaps I am too jealous of every 
thing that has the remoteſt tendency to make 
or leave them eaſy in ſuch a temper of mind 
and though your obſerving, that if the de. 
ſire of divine bleſſings be real, it will put us 
on endeavours to obtain them; and that ſuch 
promiſes are to be taken in their connection, is 
ſufficient to juſtify you from any impropriety of 
expreſſion or repreſentation ; yet the queſtion 
ſtill remains, whether it be explicit enough to 
againſt the abuſe of a doctrine fo very 
liable to abuſe, and the abuſe of which may 
be attended with ſuch dangerous conſequences. 
Ihe paſſions are the firſt and ſureſt hold to 
be taken of many perſons, to lead them to a 
religious temper and- life ; but yet they are too 
uncertain to be long depended on; and the vaſt 
inconſiſtency of character and conduct with which 
many (I was going to ſay moſt) perſons are 
chargeable, ariſes I apprehend from this — that 
their religion depends too much upon the mood 
they are in. And many truly good perſons are 
often diſtreſſed, becauſe either through the na- 
tural decay of the ſprings of affection, arifing 
from age or infirmities, or the fitting under a 
| leſs powerful miniſtry, they do not find them- 
ſelves in ſuch lively frames, as they were wont 
1 | * 


WW” OC” Vv ww -» 


THE REV. DR. DODDRIDGE. 373 


to be, though perhaps their converſation is 
more becoming the goſpel of Chrift. 


Methinks, when I recollect our Saviour's tri- 


umphant entry into Jeruſalem, and - the crowds 
that followed him with their hoſannas, and af- 
terwards hear the ſame people calling out to 
crucify him, and hiſſing him to his croſs; or 
recolle& the perſons that would have plucked 
out their eyes for St. Paul, and afterwards eſ- 
teemed him their enemy, becauſe he told them 
the truth; a_ moſt inſtructive leſſon is read me, 
on the inſtability of the human paſſions. Or, 
to come to our own times, when I ſee ſome 
who had forſaken all to follow Mr. 


for a while, who were frequently drowned in - 
tears under his preaching, and ſo zealous as to 


be rebaptized by him, now amongſt the moſt 
careleſs and ſtupid finners — when I ſee fuch 
events, and perceive and hear infidels and liber- 
tines continually and ſucceſſively triumphing in 
them, (as I often have done) as if all religion 
was enthuſiaſm, and the effect of a heated ima- 
gination; and obſerve that ſome miniſters here- 
upon are ſo weak, as to avoid all addreſs to 
the paſſions, and content themſelves with dry 
reaſoning, (which in my opinion is an equally 
pernicious extreme, and ſhows an unacquainted- 
neſs with human nature) I feel an anxiety of 
mind, whenever, in any one inſtance, I ſee the 
affections ſet afloat by a religious diſcourſe, (which 
I am always glad to ſee) if they are not in- 
ſtantly and vigorouſly turned into ſuch a chan- 
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nel, as ſhall ſhew they were addreſſed chiefly to 
awaken our attention, that we may give the 
goſpel of Chriſt a favourable hearing, in order 
to our becoming what it requires, diſpoſes, and 
enables us to be, if the fault be not our own, 
and in the being which, the eſſence of religion 
conſiſts. I ſay, I confider the not giving the 
affections ſuch à direction, the loſs of a moſt 
fayourable opportunity for doing the greateſt 

„ as well as the poſlible occaſion of abuſe 
or ſlander of the goſpel, And if perſons ſhould 
be (as I believe ſome would be) leſs pleaſed 
with or thankful for a diſcourſe, becauſe it 
added the painful methods of cure, to the de- 
lightful aſſurance that the wound made by fin 
js capable of being healed, yet the taking ſuch 
offence (unleſs the effect of a very weak judg- 


ment and ſtrong prejudices) would ordinarily be 


a moſt threatening ſymptom of danger, which 
dodught not to be concealed or palliated, becauſe 
it is neceſſary to be removed, in order to a eure; 
and ſuch concealment (to purſue the metaphor) 
would be a ſort. of quacking, —_—_— 
people are generally no leſs fond af in religion 
than in medicine) that is, undertaking to per- 
form imperceptibly and inſtantaneouſly, what can · 
n een without, an and. m in. the 
regular methods of practice. 

I know, dear Sir, eee eee 
with humble thankfulneſs, in any evidences of 
your uſefulneſs, and there is no one more ſin- 
| corely rejoices, than myſelf, in the abundance of 
. theſe 
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theſe evidences, wherewith you are ſurrounded, 
and which I pray may be daily increaſing: and 
though I know, you would as ſoon ſerve the 
meaneſt diſciples of Chriſt as the greateſt, yet, 
give me leave to remind you, he has called you 
to move in the higheſt ſphere; your uſeful. 
neſs in which depends on your acting your part 
with diſtinguiſned judgment, as well as with dif- 


tinguiſhed humility and coridefcenfion. Forgive 


me, therefore, if knowing your character to be 
as envied as it is eminent, I am jealous over 
the remoteſt outlines of it, to Keep it as clear 
from aſperſion, as I am ſute you will keep it 
(under divine aids) from any real pollution; and 
if at any time I diſcover an officious and im- 
pertinent zeal in the correſpondence with which 
you indulge me, you will remember at leaft in 
my favour, it is not to be imputed to any 
want of that affection which becomes, 
| Rev. and Dear Sir, 
Your moſt faithful humble ſervant, 
N. NzaL. 


P. S. I have had the pleaſure of peruſing 
your beautiful Paraphraſe on David's laſt words; 
and- though unacquainted with the hebrew lan- 


guage, and conſequently no competent judge of 
the criticiſms, yet I think the verſion given by 


Dr. Grey ſo natural, conſiſtent, and honourable 


to David in his prophetic character, that I could 
not help being pleaſed with it, and buying the 
book. And I really think, there is as much 
propriety and poetry in your paraphraſe, as ] 
ever met with in the ſame number of lines, 
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ET TER CEREMR-* 
FROM THE * 


DEAR SIR, Million-Bank, Nor. 29, 1748. 

S I knew your high eſteem and veneration 

for Dr. Watts, who has taken his laſt 
farewell of the abodes of mortality, and am 
apprehenſive you may be wiſhing for certain 
information concerning ſome particulars that ne- 
ceflarily enſue on his deceaſe; 1 thought, I 
could not in friendſhip avoid writing you a line 
to inform you, that the Dr. has made his bro- 
ther Enoch and myſelf executors of his will, 
having left the bulk of his eſtate to his bro- 
ther Enoch and ſiſter Brackſtone and her children, 
The will bears date the 23d of July, 1746, 
and contains the following clauſe: * And as to 
all my manuſcripts of every kind, I give the 
fame to Mr. David Jennings and Dr. Philip 
Doddridge, in order that they may publiſh ſuch 
of them as I ſhall by any paper or memoran- 
dum fignify my defire ſhould be publiſhed; and 
as to the remainder, either to publiſh or ſup- 
them as they ſhall judge beſt. But I de- 

fire that ſuch as ſhall be publiſhed may have 
the atteſtation of their names prefixed, to ſatisfy 
the world they are genuine : and I empower 
my executors to make them ſuch acknowledg- 
ment and recompenſe out of my eſtate for their 
W | f trouble 
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trouble in reviſing and publiſhing ſuch manu- 
ſcripts as they ſhall think proper.” I queſtion 
whether there are any left which he has ordered 
to be publiſhed, 

He has defired to be buried in Bunhill-fields, 
deep in the earth, amongſt the relicks of many 
of his pious fathers and brethren, with whom 
he defires to be found in the reſurrection; but 


with as little ſhew as poſſible: and has expreſfsly 


directed that no rings ſhall be given; and that 
his funeral be attended by two independent mĩ- 
niſters, two preſbyterians, and two baptiſts. 
The Dr. having no where directed who ſhould 
preach his funeral-ſermon, and Mr. Price“ hav- 
ing declined it, from the ſtrong affection he 
bears to the Doctor's memory, which renders 
him incapable of it, I have this day, with his 


and Lady Abney's approbation, defired Mr. Jens 


nings to do it, as the only man on the ſpot, 
proper to be aſked, and he has undertaken it; 
but as the funeral will not be till next Mon- 


day, the ſermon will not be preached till . 
day ſevennight. 


When one thinks of the death of fo great a 


man as Dr. Watts, it ſtrikes a damp to one's 
heart like the ſetting of the ſun : though I cheer 
myſelf with this thought, that he is riſen on 
ſome happier world with a new and more re- 
ſplendent glory. Oh, may the ſcattered rays he 
has left behind him in our benighted hemiſ- 
phere, light and cheer us onward in our aſcent 


to 
»The Doctor's affiſtant. 
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to the regions of everlaſting day; where the 
ſyſtem of univerſal nature will be unveiled to 
our view, and where the firmament is filled 
with ſtars, that are riſen, never to ſet any more! 


I am, 
| Dear Sir, 


Your moſt faithful and affectionate ſervant, 
N. NAIL. 


LET T E R CXXIII. 
From | THE SAME, 


Million-Bank, Feb. 8, 1748, 


DEAR SIR, 
Jackſon juſt now calling in, and in- 


R. 
M forming me he had an opportunity of 
| conveying # letter to Northampton in a parcel, 


that he was ſending thither, I immediately de- 

termined to ſend you a lift of Dr. Watts's ma- 

nuſcripts, in order that you may confider with 

yourſelf, and conſult Mr. Jennings, when and 
how they ſhall be delivered to you. 

Our united very affectionate ſalutations attend 
R lady, and family, and I am, 

Rev. Sin 
Tour moft faithful, humble ſervant, 
N. Neat. 


Lift 
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Lift of the Manuſcripts of Dr. Iſaac Watts, 
which are diſpoſed of in covers or caſes, under 
the following titles, viz; 

No» 

I. Pfalmody. | 

II. Of the Trinity, a modeſt defenſe of en- 
quiries into truth. 

III. Two Eſſays on the Lord's Prayer. 

IV. Eſſays and Remarks on Texts of Scripture. 
The words in which ve ſhould confeſs 
our Faith, The Diamond painted. Of 

Catechiſms. A Caſe of Conſcience, Figure 
of a Cherub, 

V. Eſſays relating to the Trinity, viz. An En- 
quiry into the Scriptural Repreſentation 
of the Father, the Word, and the Spirit, 
2, Of the proper Athanaſian Scheme of 


the Trinity. 3. The Holy Spirit the true 


God. 4. The ill Effects of incorporating 
the divine Doctrine of the Trinity with 
the human Explications of it. 

VI. Remnants of Time employed in Proſe and 
Verſe, or ſhort Compoſures on various 
Subjects, viz. 

1. Of Human Knowledge and the various 
| kinds of it. 
2; The Rake reformed in the Houſe of 


Mourning. 


3: An Apology for enlarging Dr. Young's 


Deſcription of the Peacock. 
4. Juſtice and Grace, 
5. Bills of Exchange, 

| 6. The 
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6. The Ever bleſſed God. 

7. Vanity inſcribed on all Things. 
8. The Day of Grace. 


9. God and Nature unſearchable. 


10. The Repeal. 

11. The Saints unknown in this World. 
12. Complaint and Hope, a Poem. 
13. Heathen. Poeſy chriſtianized. 

14. General Song of Praiſe to God. 


15. To Amyntas, an Ode to Lady Sun- 


derland. | 
16, To Philanthropus. 
17. The Windmills, | 
18. A Sinner tempted to deſpair. 
19. Redemption, a Poem. 


20. Of Confinement to ſet Forms of Wor- 


ſhip. 
21, Appendix to 8 Eſſay. 


vn. A Faithful Enquiry after the ancient and 


original Doctrine of the Trinity, taught 


by Chriſt and his Apoſtles. In two Parts. 


The firſt part enquires ſo far as is ne- 


ceſſary to Salvation. The ſecond part fo 
far as may improve our chriſtian Know- 
ledge, and eſtabliſh our Faith; and the 
objections of both are anſwered in a plain 
and eaſy manner, derived only from the 
Word of God. 


VIII. The Improvement of the Mind, ſecond 


part. 


LETTER 
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LETT EN CXKIV. 


FRrRoM- THE SAME. 
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DEAR SIR, March, 1749. 
HIS morning I was with Mrs. Abney on 
the ſubje& of your writing Dr. Watts's 
life; and am now to acquaint you with her ſen- 
timents, in concurrence with my own; which are, 
that very few materials are likely to be found, 
and thoſe that may be, muſt not be communi- 
cated to you immediately ; Dr. Jennings having 
declined writing the life, merely or principally 
for want of materials, which he has enquired 
for, particularly of Mrs. Abney. The bookſel- 
lers therefore muſt have patience, (notwithſtand- 
ing all their haſte) or they will precipitate us 
into a crude and imprudent conduct. In the 
mean time, be aſſured we ſhall not be unmind- 
ful of aſſiſting you in the execution of the de- 
fign, and are well pleaſed with the hands it is 
fallen into: and ſuppoſe you ſhould take an 
opportunity of letting Dr. Jennings know in a 
letter, that being informed he and Mr. Price 
have declined it, you have agreed to undertake 
it, provided you can be furniſhed with any ma- 
terials proper for the purpoſe, and the rather, 
as you have been already ſolicited on this head 
by ſome of your friends in foreign countries. 
I was very ſenſible, the ſecond part of Dr. 
Watts's Improvement of the Mind, would fall 
ſhort 
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ſhort of your expectation as a finiſhed piece, 
and therefore was the more defirous it ſhould 
be ſoon conveyed to you. And now it is in 
your hands, I can more freely ſay, that I 
think it in all reſpects imperfect, in matter and 
form. Taken together, it wants to be digeſted, 
in fome parts reduced, in others (it may be) 
inlarged, in all methodized, connected and po- 
liſhed. There appeared to me to be many mi- 
nute things (particularly under the head of edu- 

cation) dwelt upon, that ought to have been 
only lightly touched, if at all mentioned. There 


erhaps there is no greater delicacy 
in all the compaſs of writing, 


by preſerving a becoming dignity of ſen- 
le lee, e pet 


11 
ky 3k 
ih 


. Watts's talents were Aloud 
you ſhould make no difficulty 
| liberties as may ſeem to you ne- 
— 9 expreſsly warranted to do 
paper left with the manuſcripts. You 
laying before the world his opinion on 
doubtful and diſputed. points, but his illuftra- 
tions of acknowledged ones: and the defects in 
thoſe illuſtrations, did not ariſe from his want 
of ability to diſcern, or rectif them, but to 
the works remaining unfiniſhed, till the Sr 
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1 
111 


THE REV. DR. DODDRIDGE. 383 
of his bodily conſtitution diſabled him from ex- 
erting thoſe abilities. 

The ſecond ſhock of the earth, which was 
felt this day ſevennight, has (as it juſtly might) 
given a great alarm to the city. I could only 


wiſh, that thoſe who have moſt reaſon to con- 


ſider it as 8 judgment, did not merely dread 
it as a melancholy event, that has no particu- 
lar voice in it. Many families are flying out 
of town to their country houſes, ſo that the 

aces of publick diverſion are like to be leſs 
| ade, not becauſe they are dangerous to 
their virtue, but (as they apprehend) to their 
ſafety; and in hopes, as it ſhould ſeem, that 
their guilt will be too ſwift or remote for the 
divine vengeance. However, ſome I would hope, 
who are uſing the ſame means of ſafety (for 
there is a prevailing expectation of another earth» 
quake in a month's time) have a juſter ſenſe 
of their own duty and God's omnipotence. The 
ſhaking was felt every where in London, and 
ſeven or ten miles round, and was undoubtedly 
very violent, and ſome lights or flaſhes of fire 
were ſeen in the heavens for ſome time be- 
fore; but ſo few people (except of the loweſt 
fort) were up to obſerve them, that I cannot get 
any very particular and certain account con- 


cerning them. The notion of its being merely 


an airquake I can by no means embtace: for, 
ſuppoſing the convulſion to have been in the 
atmoſphere, it certainly ſhook the earth alſo: 
and as to the noiſe that is faid to have ac- 
companied 
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companied it, I cannot yet ſatisfy myſelf from 
any perſon who was in the open air, that the 
ſame noiſe was heard by them as we apprehend- 
.ed, who were in buildings that were ſhaken, 

I am as deftitute of ability to return the 
praiſe you beſtow on me, as I am undeſery- 
ing of it; though had I any talent of that kind, 
I have fo ſuperior a ſubject, on which to ex- 
erciſe it, and in your correſpondence ſuch maſ- 
terly inſtruction. But my coarſe pen. will 
ſeldom reach beyond the blunteſt truth, and if 
it would reach ſo far when it writes of you, 
it is the higheſt compliment that can well be 
paid you. 

1 rejoice in Mrs. Doddridge's recovery. Our 
united falutations wait on "Your whole family. 


Im, 


Rev. a Dear Sir, ; 
Moſt Ay and affectionately yours, 
N. Nl. 


— 


LET TE R 6 CXXV. 
FrRoM THE SAME. 


DEAR SIR, 8  Million-Bank, Nov. 3, 1749. 
S my laſt letter was a very deficient an- 
| ſwer to yours, I again trouble you; and 
would in the firſt place expreſs the pleaſure 1 
have from the progreſs you hp" your 

| | Family 
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Family Expoſitor, and hope you will let no- 
thing of inferior importance to your family, your 

church, 'and your academy, divert you from the 
vigorous proſecution of it; nor any thing deter 
you from giving us the genuine meaning of St, 
Paul (according to your apprehenſion) in words 
the moſt unexceptionable, and that have been 
the ſeldomeſt preſſed into controverſy, avoiding 
a dire& and formal oppoſition to the ſentiments 
of any ſet of chriſtians whatſoever, which at the 
firſt reading gives offence to numbers, and at 
the laſt ſeldom produces conviction in any. And 
in proportion to the defire I had of convinci 
thoſe who differed from me, and bringi 4 
to a chriſtian temper towards each other, ſhould 
be my endeavour neither to offend or court any 
party or perſons; but by the moſt judicious 
Illuſtration of the truth, the warmeſt breathings 
of chriſtian piety and benevolence, and an uni- 
form ſtedfaſt aim to inſpire men with the love, 
and bring them to the practice of religion, 
| ſeem to have forgotten, (and ſo lead them to for- 
get) that there ever had been diſputes about 
doctrines; which, if the ſpirit of them had been 
duly attended to and imbibed, would have made 
men divine. 

I know, dear Sir: that theſe ſentiments are 
yours, and if they had not been fo, I queſtion 
whether they would ever have been fo clearly 
and ſtrongly mine. And under the influence of 
them, a man may ſit looſe to the reproach of 


thoſe pedants in religion, who for the ſake of 
B b a few 
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a few ſpeculative opinions, comparatively deſpiſe 
all that is ſubſtantial and vital. 

: With reſpe& to the merchant's ſon of Leeds, 
there is nothing I ſo little defire as the care 
of youth, eſpecially between fixteen and twenty- 
one; which is a period, wherein the artifice of 
the paſſions, ſtimulated by the power of corrupt 
example, eſpecially in ſuch a licentious age, and 
place, and profeſſion as ours, will frequently e- 
lude the utmoſt vigilance. And the bufineſs of 
attornies in the city, is not generally thought 
to be ſo improving to youth defigned for the 
bar, as theirs who live near the Inns of Court, 
and who are agents for country attornies. That 
is the centre of inſtruction, and I muſt tell you 
alſo of infection, and if the former 'fails to take 
effe&, the latter ſeldom does; fo that unleſs a 
youth could be fixed in a virtuous family, 
where an authority equal to that of a parent's, 
could be lodged in ſome very wiſe hand, there 
is the utmoſt danger of his being ruined.” And 
now I am upon this ſubject, I will add for the 
fake of your young friend, that a notion pre- 
vails too much, among thoſe who are deſigned 
for the bar, that when they come into an at- 
torney's office, they are to obſerve and overlook 
buſineſs, rather than do it; ſtudy being ſup- 
poſed to be their proper employment ; whereas 
in that ſtation, they ought to be content with 
that improvement, that reſults from diligent 
practice. This would keep the mind 

enure it to application, reftrain from pleaſurable 
avocations 
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avocations, and prepare for ſtudying afterwards 
to greater advantage, 

I underſtand you are defired to preach the 
Sermon for the Widow's Charity in March 
next. Though I am always glad to fee you 
in town, and am too much a friend to the 
Charity, not to wiſh it your aſſiſtance, yet I 
always fear your undertaking what may endan- 
ger your health, or bring you under too great 
a multiplicity of engagements. 

Mr. Pickering not being able to preach at 
his lecture about a fortnight ago, appointed 
Mr. Rogers in his ſtead, who took for his text 
ſome paſſage of St. Paul, wherein we are ſaid 
« to be dead to the law,” which he explained 
in the high antinomian ſenſe: the clerk after- 
wards ſung the following lines: 

The men that keep thy law with care, 

And meditate thy word, 

Grow. wiſer than their teachers are, 

But I forget the numbers that receive their 
intellectual food from your hands, whilſt I thus 
long detain you. Yet before I conclude, I muſt 
enquire whether you and Dr. Jennings ſhall eſ- 
teem the profit of Dr. Watts's Manuſcripts, a 
ſufficient recompenſe for the trouble you may 
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any. further acknowledgment. _ I have. ſold Dr, 
Watts's copies to Mr. Waugh for fix hundred 
pounds. I have ſeen Mr. Bradbury's Sermons, 
buſt publiſhed, the nonſenſe, and buffoonery of 
which would make one laugh, if his impious 
inſults. over the pious dead, did not * 7 one 
tremble. am perfectly yours, 
In the fncerolt eſteem and warmeſt affe@tion, 
| * iat. 


4 


W 
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Fou THE SAME, 7 


Dec. 1 1749» 


OU are n happy, or rather your 


friends are fo, in that "whilſt you are 
conferring favours you will not allow them to 
feel the obligation. Your preſents are all pep- 
per corns; their adenowledgments, even a friend- 
ly word, or glance, are as oſſerings of gold 
and frankincenſe and myrth. Dear Sit, teach 
me benevolence and humility like yours, or 
ſpare me the conſcious ſhame, that my own 
weakneſs and your praiſes. kindle in my breaſt. 
The want of ſympathy with Miſs Doddridge, 
"EINE nn, VEIN me 


— — . 


+ | 
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her, have been a want of humanity; the want 
of it in me to your daughter, would haue been 
ingratitude; and now to be inſenſible to the 
pleaſure of her recovery, as it fiichides alſo 
yours, or unmindful of the divine hand that 
wrought it, would be impiety. 

I rejoice as much as Mr. Barker can and 
does, (and that is faying no ſmall thing of my- 
ſelf,) in the progreſs of your Expoſitor ; and 
ſhould be little concerned at hearing that the 
names of Calvin and Luther were expunged and 
forgotten in all the countries of the earth, if 
the name of Chriſt were more known and ho- 
noured. If whilſt this is your aim, way 
ſenfible it moſt ſtrenuouſſy is, (God grant it 
may be as ſucceſsfully ſo'!) I ſhould withhold, 
my hand from any thing that might contribute 
to lighten | your cares, or increaſe your joys, 
eſpecially whilſt 1 am indulged” with fo large a 
ſiare in your friendſhip, I muſt be deſerving 
the ignommious character of a wretch, and be 
utterly unworthy the name of a chriſtian. 
Every addition to your academy is an addi- 
tion to my 'pleafure, ſo long as it does not in- 
creaſe your care into a burden; but when I con- 
ſider how many are both refreſhed and delighted 
with your fruit and ſhade, it would grieve me, 
that you ſhould be torn up or broken down by 
the weight of your own cluſters. 

My family (which 1 bleſs God enjoys a mo- 
derate ſhare of health) takes a large part with 
=_ in the pleaſure arifing from the proſperity - 

B b 3 of 


%% LETTERS TO AND Tou 


of yours, and with our beſt wiſhes that it may 
e EAN == <WER_S 
| Dear Sir, 
' Your very faithful and affectionate 
humble ſervant, 
N. NAL. 


I. ET T E R CXXVII. * 
FROM THE, SAME. 


DEAR SIR, May 29, 1750. 
A Y mentioning in my late letters, a care 

to avoid undertaking more things than 
R 


tod myſelf. And as an evidence, that that con- 


cern has lain with ſome weight on my mind, 
e gregnings to. ooh, ir — into a ſhare 
of my buſineſs; and a partnerſhip is actually 
agreed upon between us: for I have ſometimes 
found, - the multiplicity of my affairs preſs har- 


der upon me than was conſiſtent, not merely 


with the true enjoyment of life, but even, as 1 
have thought, with a due regard to the preſer- 
vation of it; and nothing I am perſuaded can 
be done as it ought to be, which is not done 
with ſome liberty and alacrity of mind. As to 
your own caſe, fince you invite me to the ſub- 


 jeR;, I ſhall freely fay, I think you overbur- 
dened; and yet it is difficult to know where 
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to give you relief, and impoſſible, without laying 
an uneaſy reſtraint on the ſpring of your na- 


rat benevolence. Your miniſtty, your academy, 


your paraphraſe, you muſt not quit; fog to 


purſue your own metaphor, if we diſcard the 


old knight, I know not where we. ſhall find a 


ſquire fit to ſucceed to either poſt of honour. 
But your correſpondence, Sir, — have you not 
there given me ſome advantage againſt you? 


| You ſay, you muſt anſwer letters from your ſupe- 
riors. Agreed. Draw out the liſt, with all the con- 


deſcenfions on your own part, and all the height- 
enings in favour of your friends, you are able, 
and abide by it. I am fatisfied, Nay, I would 
allow Mrs. Doddridge to cull a few out of the 
long lift of the ejected, with whom you might 

an occaſional letter, provided you would 


confine yourſelf as the merchant's phraſe is to 


the need. 

But to ſpeak ſeriouſſy, as well as ſpeak the 
truth, no man was born for every thing. What- 
ever you do leſs, will be a loſs felt ſomewhere, 
and we who are your friends muſt be content 
to ſhare it among us: I would willingly bear 
my part, (and I am fure a great deal will 
come to my ſhare if you rank your correſpon- 
dents according to their real merit, ſuppoſing 
I have intereſt enough to get into Mrs. Dod- 


dridge's liſt) provided your health be not la- 


viſhed, and capacities for ſervice that cannot be 

redeemed, and will not be ſoon found. again in 

any other man, were leſs frequently — 
B b 4 
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and riſked. If you value them only at the 
ſame low rate, as thoſe do, who diſcern your 
foibles as well as your virtues, you will yet 
ſee enough to convince you, that your family, 
and the church of God demand, that ſuch a 
life as yours ſhould be laid up, as, well as. laid 
out in its proper ſeaſon, and not expoſed to 

iti which it is every day leſs 2 to en 
dure, and from which it will be every day leſs. 
able to recover. And I would beg your opi- 
nion of this ſentiment, which appears to me a 
juſt one, That in the ordinary courſe of things, 
you never conſult the publick good ſo faithfully, 
as when Ga a ie og yy = Net of 
at. bon by erg dig erg age 


I are mine, are in nothing more 19 22 2 
a concern for your happineſs, and eſteem of 
your friendſhip, and that I am mas. god and LY 
who are yours, in every grateful and affectio 

4 N. Neat, 


LETTER 
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L ET TER CXXVIII. 
From THE SAME, 


DEAR SIR, July r7, 1750. 
OUR favour of July 14, from Yarmouth 
| is before me, and as you make no men- 
ton of it, 1 ſuppoſe my letter wrote, I think, 
the 5th inſtant, directed to you at Mr. Wood's 
at Norwich, never came to your hands, In 
that I mentioned the recejpt of the Manuſcript 
tor,, and my defign of going to Tun- 
idge-Wells ; which, in order to. have the plea- 
fure of ſeeing you, 1 tave put off to this day 
fortnight ;* otherwiſe I had gone on Friday ſeven- 
night. Mr. Barker has alſo the ſame plice in 
view, though not quite fo early, from whence 
oo form a fecret hope, eſpecially as Mr. Lyttel- 
ton is there already, and Mr. Weſt's is one 
third of the ay, of drawing you down after 
us. i 
Dr. Avery was nintipg to me yeſterday, that 
fome New England gentlemen had been enquir- 
ing of him concerning me, with a view of ap- 
2 * *e4 agent, for the Maffachuſett's Colo- 
England ; and, as T underſtand, on 
K recommendation; and the Dr. himſelf was 
not, I believe, wanting in ſpeaking of me to 
them in a friendly — But if any application 


ſhould be made 0 me on 1 head, I hope, 
you 
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you will not eſteem it any diſreſpect to your 
friendſhip, if I ſhould decline accepting it. The 
bufineſs in general I have no experience in; is 
| out of the way of my profeſſion; will require 
frequent attendances on miniſters of ſtate, which 
I greatly diſlike, and am very unfit for; will 
in all probability, interfere with my other en- 
gagements; bring upon me a heavy correſ- 
pondence; plunge me in buſineſs beyond pd 
abilities and ftrength; and I apprehend the 
ptofits may be much more conſiderable to a 
- merchant than they could be to me; though 
what they are, or whence they /ariſe, I know 
not: but were they ever ſo inviting, unleſs I 
could clearly diſcern that I was able to ſerve 
the colony to their entire ſatisfaction, and my 
own honour, it would be weak in me to ac- 
cept it. Any buſineſs that falls within the limits 
of my profeſſion as a lawyer, I ſhould not de- 
cline ; but 1 have a great diſlike to undertak - 
ing what I do not tolerably underſtand : per- 
plexity and diſappointment are - the natural in- 
. conveniences reſulting from ſuch a conduct. 
The great wheels of the London academy are 
yet to be provided; a fund, tutors, and pupils. 
When I find they agree in the ſecond, and 
have raiſed the firſt, Ne 
fibly ſurmount the difficulty of the third, n 
then, I ſhall have my res Fug though I 
them known only to you. 
You. ſay I have not power to to ſettle y 
London; but 1 TO I ſhall have — 2 


bring 
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bring about your annual viſitation of your friends 
here, a little earlier in the year: you drive it 
off ſo late till we are literally burnt out, and 
allow us not to retreat into the country till 
others have been there ſo long, that there is 
hardly any freſh air left for us. Why is it, that 
you devote to our uſe only dog-days, when 
we are willing to devote the beſt of our time 
to you? But to be ſerious, I muſt beg you 
will ſpend either Saturday or Sunday with me 
at Clapham. I will fetch you to Clapham af- 
ter you have preached, or bring you to London - 
in order to preach, according as you fix the 
time. Accept our united falutations, and believe 
me, 


Dear Sie, 


| Moſt faithfully and affectionately yours, 
N. Neat, 


LETTER CXXIX 
From THE SAME, | 


DEAR SIR, | Auguft 6, 175r. 
EING called out upon bufineſs beyond 

| Cobham in Surry, I did not receive your 
favour of the g1ft of July till Saturday noon, 
when it met me at Clapham. The next morn- 
ing, being Sunday, I communicated the con- 
tents, as far as they related to the ſtate of 


your 
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your health and: ſpirits, to Mr. Barker at = 
Jackſon's, before he went into the pulpit,” You 
may be ſure, we are all greatly affected with 
the danger that threatens: a: life, ſo univerſally 
defirable, and to us ſo peculiarly endeared; 
and out invaluable friend diſſolved not only us, 
but great part of his numerous audience inte 
tears, by a kind af inſpired eloquence, witty 
which he offered up ſtrong pleas and cries; for 
your Gipport and revival, to him who is able” 
to deliver from death. God grant our ſuppli- 
cations may be porn as they are unſeigned 
and continual! And if (that we may more 
jmeadly implage in, or gentefully reveive- it) the 
ercy be delayed, may the divineſt conſolations 
e mean time deftend on you! And I truſt 
Goc, ſhall be heard; and that many 
years will yet be added to fo important a life. 
To this end, my dear friend, I beſeech you 
not to think of returning to Northampton, even 
though you ſhould receive all imaginable bene- 
fit at Shrewſbury in the enſuing fostnight, till 
you have viſited Briſtol; and in preparing for 
that expedition, I conceive no time ſhould be 
loſt, as the ſeaſon for the waters, as well as 
of the year, is ſo far advanced. I ſhould trem- 
ble for, yeur return. to. Northampton, at 
notwithſtanding. ſome encouraging ſymptoms; ſor 
a relapſe could hardly fail being fatal, and in; 
ſuch a circumſtance would be next to certain, 
| 8 5 your various engagements and active 
per. The examination 1s ** worth a 


260 
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and; if my advice might be offered, I ſhould 
wiſh it turned into a day of prayer for your 
recovery. n Clark I am 
perſuaded is able to do what is fully fufficient, 
and will he vary acceptable to che truſtees. And 
I rejoice in his ability (which 1 do not at all 
diſtruſt) to keep the pupils very profitably em- 
ployed for ſame. time; though I ſhonld much 
rather hear the academy was all diſbanded, than 
that you ſhould read a fingle lecture between 
this and, Michaelmas. In one word, your whole 
duty to God and man, is comprehended in the 
care of your 

I ſhall hope for a line ere long, if it * 
only from a ſervant, (for I would not increaſe 
yours or Mrs. Doddridge's burden) with an ac- 
count of your health, for it will be our daily 
theme of diſcourſe, and object of concern: and 
I pray God wang” re proſper and 'be in 
health, even as yaur ſoul praſpers. _ | 
The cheerfulnels of yaur mind will afford 
great ſatisfaction to your friends, and do honour 
to religion; and I confider as matter of great 
thankfulneſs, Mrs. Doddridge's contirmed health, 
whereby ſhe is capable of miniſtering unto you 
under your infirmities. May ſhe receive the 
beſt direction and ſupport ! I rejoice that ſhe 
has with her fo faithful and able a friend as 
Mr. Orton, to whom I beg a tender of my 
beſt reſpects, WOE ROI 


n wares. 
We 
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We all falute you with the tendereſt affec- 
tion, conſidering ourſelves alſo as on the bor- 
ders of eternity, and referring it to divine wiſ- 
dom, whether we are to learn to die by the 
gentler leſſons of your repeated inſtruction, or 
once for 'all, by your great example. I am, 

Rev. and dear Sir, 
With the tendereſt ſympathy 
and unfeigned friendſhip, | 
nk Doddridge's and yours, 


N. NxAL. 


— 


LETT E MA err. 


FROM THE SAME. 


DEAR SIR, Tunbridge-Wells, Sept. 1, 1751. 
Feel a ſtruggle in my breaſt whilſt I deli- 
berate, whether conſidering the feeble ftate 

of your health, I ſhould break or keep filence; 
but ſuch is the officiouſneſs of friendſhip, that 
anxious (though impotent) to afford relief, en- 
quiry muſt be made after an afflicted friend, 
ee Rees of diſturbing his ſlum- 


* ae s & ee (is which number 
I include Mr. Barker and his lady, for in our 
love and in our diſtreſs for you, we are all 

one;) I ſay how affected we were with thoſe 
various events which befell you in your progreſs 
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to and on your arrival at Briſtol, I chooſe not 
to mention; yet I truſt in God, it will be ſeen 
in the iſſue, that it was the kind hand of his 
Providence that conducted you thither,, as to 
the waters of life: for though to you it were 
a matter of choice not to revive. at all, till 
you obtain a part in the better reſurrection ; 
yet in compaſſion to us, in compaſſion to this 
bankrupt-world, it is my daily prayer, (Oh, 
forgive me this wrong |) that you may not yet 
increaſe the number, and inhance the triumphs 
of the bleſſed. 

I perſuade myſelf, my dear fiend, that you 
have left all your cares as well as all your bu- 


ſineſs at Northampton, and that you will be in- 


acceſſible to every uninvited gueſt. Ceremony 
is the bane of ſolitude; and even the draught 
of pious or cheerful converſe, ſhould be taken 


in meaſure, and under a guard, where the ap- 


petite of the ſoul is ſo eager, and every kind 


of exerciſe has been found fo fatal. 


I preſume you know before this time, that 
the examination of. your pupils on Monday laſt, 
(as far as was. conſiſtent with your abſence) 
proceeded with fignal - honour to Mr. Clark, 
and ſatisfaction to the truſtees z of which Mr. 


Price has, by letter ſince his return, given me 


a moſt obliging and circumſtantial account, know- 
ing how much I intereſted myſelf in the event. 
— But whence have you your remittances to 
Briſtol? The ſettling accounts or ſending in 
bills, is a trouble of which you ſhould now be 

eaſed: 
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eaſed: I defire, therefore, that either you or 
Mrs. Doddridge will draw on me for any ſum 
you want, without any other ceremony than ad- 
viſing me of it by a line; or if you can de- 
viſe any other method to prove my friendſhip, 

it will be a kind relief to one, who is op- 
pPreſſed under a ſenſe of his inability, in this 
ſeaſon of difficulty, to do you ſervice. 

And now, my dear friend, though I am no 
advocate for the ſleeping of the ſoul, yet me- 
thinks I could wiſh, that you who are all foul, 
(having ſo nearly worn out the frail vehicle 
in its ſervice) could for a while ſuſpend the 
thinking power, that the body might have 
time to revive. We all ſubmit to deny our- 
ſelves the expectation of hearing from you, that 
the time à letter would coſt you may be de- 
yated to reſt. A line from any hand will ſa- 
tisfy us, if you are better; and if otherwiſe, a 
word will be more than we can well ſupport. 
Compliments are vain, whilſt you poſſeſs our 
hearts; and as for Mrs. Doddridge, as miniſ- 
tering to you, ſhe ſhares the office, may ſhe 

of the refreſhments of angels! 

Adieu. Be God ever with you; which is the 


Dow moſt affectionate friend 
and humble ſervant, 
N. NEAL. 


LETTER 
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ET 54 KM WEAZzE 
FROM THE SAME, 


DEAR SIR, Tunbridge-Wells, Sept. 11, 1751. 
R. Johnſton came into Mr. Barker's lodg- 
ings with your letter, whilſt I was there 
to day with my family at dinner, and after 
the contents of it had been read and confider- 
ed, I was defired to put our united opinion, 
(which you know where a conſultation has been 
held is the province of the youngeſt) into writ- 
ing. 
We all agree, that the ſingle point which 
muſt determine the expedience of your making 
trial of a warmer climate, is the probability of 
its reſtoring your health, of which your phyſi- 
cians are the only competent judges. The ac- 
counts you have had of its ſucceſs in like caſes, 
is undoubtedly a ſtrong teſtimony in favour of 
their judgment; and Mr, Barker mentioned it 
to me laſt Sunday, as what he apprehended the 
moſt probable means of your ſpeedy and per- 
fe& recovery. 

The objections ariſing therefore in your mind, 
from your connections with your academy, or 
church, or family, muſt not be ſuffered either 
to deter or perplex you. Reduce them to the 
principal, and then communicate them to us, 
If we cannot ſupply your place for fix months, 
how ſhall we ſupply it, if you go to the place 

C © from 
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from whence there is no return? Be aſſured, 
my dear friend; we are ſo far from being dif- 
mayed, that we ſpring forward in the hope of 
being inſtrumental in keeping alive the many 
precious intereſts -that he near your heart, till 
you return and cheriſh them again, under your 
own tender wing. 

Though I write in great haſte, I cannot cloſe 
without ſuggeſting, that you ſhould not chooſe 
the place to which you remove, for any rea- 
ſons but merely thoſe of health; that Mrs. Dod- 
dridge muſt have a faithful and tender friend 
with her, who has ſome ſtrength and firmneſs 
of mind; and cannot you leave fome miniſter, 
in conjunction with Mr. Clark, to ſuperintend 
your academy and family? 

May God Almighty (the alone all-ſufficient 
friend and counſellor) inſpire you and your dear 
lady with viſdom and magnanimity equal to 
every emergence; and be aſſured, whilſt we have 
any bowels or breath remaining, our prayers 
and our affections will follow you, though you 
ſhould remove to the ends of the earth. I. am, 

My dear and worthy friend, 
moſt faithfully and entirely yours, 
N. Nzar. 


LETTER 


THE REV. DR. DODDRIDGE. 403 


WE - + 


FrRoM THE SAME, 


27> De DOCS * we 
4 - — - 


2 


DEAR SIR, Million-Bank, Sept. 21, 175t. 

Received your favour of the 16th inſtant, 

I pray God, the meaſure adviſed by fo great 

a body of the college may be as ſucceſsful as, 
with ſuch a ſanction, it was apparently irreſiſtible. 

Your proviſion for the academy, I can already 
aſſure you, is very ſatisfactory to Dr. Jennings, 
Mr. Price, and myſelf, and I have no doubt 

will be ſo to Dr. Guyſe, to whom I ſhall 
communicate it the firſt opportunity. We had 
a meeting on the day (and juſt before) your 
laſt letter arrived: at which the truſtees unani- 
mouſly and with the warmeſt affection, agreed 
to. defire your acceptance of thirty guineas, as 
a preſent towards your expenſes at Liſbon, and 

in your voyage thither, I have likewiſe receiv- 

ed ten guineas more as a preſent to you from 

a private hand, though I am not allowed to 
mention the perſon. 

And now, my dear friend, I chearfully ac- 
cept the office of your banker and ſteward ; and 
though I undertake for nothing more, yet from 
the generous ardor many of your friends expreſs 
towards you, do not deſpair of receiving your 
ſtock entire, if it be the will of God, that you 


return to us again. You go with a full gale 
. of 
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of prayer, and I truſt we ſhall ſtand ready, 
on the ſhore, to receive you back with ſhouts 
of praiſe, But it becomes us alſo to be pre- 
pared for a more awful event; and I think it 
needful to defire you -to tell Mrs. Doddridge, 
(though God forbid, the hand ſhould wound, 
that fain would heal her) that we, as it were, 
forget you, I had almoſt ſaid forget ourſelves, 
whilſt we think of her: that ſhe is heir to 
every heart that is yet yours; above all, that 
ſhe is ſure of an intereſt in that God, whoſe 
arms are everlaſting, whoſe preſence is univerſal, 
and whoſe compaſſions never fail. He is the 
creator of the ends of the earth, who fainteth 
not, neither is weary, and there is no ſearch- 
ing his underſtanding, Oh, Sir, the time is 
haſtening, when theſe ways of his, which are 
now ſo unſearchable, ſhall appear to have been 
marked out by the counſels of infinite wiſdom ; 
and we, who may be left longeſt to lean upon, 
and ſupport one another by turns, in this wea- 
ry land, ſhall fix our feet on thoſe everlaſting 
hills, where our joys ſhall never leave, nor 
our vigour ever fail us! There, my dear 
friend, may we be one, in that union which 
cannot be diffolved ! In this bleſſed hope I am 
affectionately yours, 

N. Neat. 


I cannot enumerate the folicitous enquiries 
that are daily made concerning you. Pray be 
| ſure, 
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ſure, that Mrs. Doddridge have ſome ſuita- 
ble companion with her, that may be a ſolace 
and ſupport to her in any event. I take it for 
granted ſome perſon knows where your will is 
depoſited. 


ee 


Fou THE SAME, 


DEAR SIR, Nov. 5, 1751. 
OUR letter of the 27th of October (N. S.) 
came to hand the 3oth (O. S.) viz. the 
day fortnight after it was wrote; and to hear 
that you had ſurmounted the difficulties of 
your journey and voyage, gives us hope, that 
entire reſt, a gentler element, and warmer ſun, 
will prevent the lamp of life, though it ſhould 
fail of its former brightneſs, from being utterly 
extinguiſhed, Nature, free from external via- 
lence and oppoſition, may ſhew that her ſtrength 
though impaired, is not. conſumed ; or, at the 
voice of the Lord of nature, even theſe dry 
bones ſhall live. | 
I bleſs God, that I am able to aſſure you, 
as far as my acquaintance with your friends 
reaches, that they are all well, and have been 
Cc 3 ſo 
® Not received till after the Doctor's death, which 
happened October 26th, 
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ſo ever ſince you left England; and how near 
you and your dear lady lie to many of their 
hearts, words are wanting to tell. In this num- 
ber I include Mr. Leffingham, Mr. Barker and 
his lady, Mrs. Abney, Miſs Aſhhurft, Mr. 
Price, Mr. Criſp, Mr. and Mrs. Jackſon, and 
every branch of my own family, (including my 
uncle Lardner, who is extremely ſolicitous for 
your welfare) Mr. and Mrs. Waugh, &c. not 
intending to exclude any; but to the affection 
with which you are remembered by theſe I am 
a frequent witneſs : and when I write to a man 
in a foreign country, in whom the ſocial affec- 
tions are ſo ſtrong, I know I can adminiſter no 
| cordial (that is not extracted from heavenly 
things) more reviving, than the affurance that 
ſo many of your friends live, inen to love 
and to pray for you. 

I preſume you have received or will receive 
advices directly from Northampton, and therefore 
it may be needleſs for me to mention, that I 
hold a very intimate correſpondence with Mr. 
Clark, and that every thing relating both to 
your family and academy, I verily believe goes 
on well. And indeed I reflect upon it with 
thankfulneſs, that when I am writing to, a friend 
ſo dear to me, at ſuch a diſtance, and in fo 
infirm a ſtate of health, I have no bad advices 
of any kind either to relate or to conceal. 

The weather has been for ſeveral days ſe- 
verely cold, conſidering we are only enter- 
ing the borders of winter. However it recon- 

| ciles 
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ciles us the more to parting with you, when 

we reflect, how much more you were in danger 
of ſuffering than we do, if the ſun had lefc 
you ſo far behind him; and our hopes in the 
mean -time travail, as it were, for the return of 
the year, that 'we may be bleſſed with a dou- 
ble ſpring, and receive both our ſuns back to- 
gether, 

Your friends have will think there is great, 
cauſe either to blame themſelves or you, if the 
expenſe. of your preſent expedition (ſo una- 
voidable as it ſeemed to be) ſhould create you 
an hour's uneaſineſs. Many of them you are 
ſenſible defire to be ranked among the diſci- 
ples of Chriſt; and it exceeds not the humi- 
lity he has preſcribed to the meaneſt of them, 
to aim at-a ſhare in a prophet's reward. 
And now, my dear friend, adieu. Glad as 
I am to receive a line from you, I intreat 
vou never to take a pen in hand without Mrs. 
Doddridge's entire approbation; remembering 
that whatever retards your recovery, keeps open 
a wound (ours as well as yours) which we are 
all labouring to heal. Here are many, who will 
reckon themſelves debtors to all who ſhew you 
any kindneſs at Liſbon. Let good Mrs. Dod- 
dridge eſpecially know, that the tendereſt ſym- 
pathy fills our breaſts; and that I am only one 
among a great multitude, and one of the un- 
worthieſt too, of her and your 

Moſt faithful and affectionate friends, 
N. Near. 


Ces The- 
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The congregational fund, on Mr, Price's mo- 
tion, have ordered you a preſent of twenty 
pounds : Mr. Price has promiſed me forty gui- 
neas; and Mrs. Barker has made me. a preſent 
of twenty guineas for your uſe, 


—_— 
* 


urn einn. 
From Henry BAKER, ESsd.“ 


DEAR SIR, London, Nov. 24, 1747. 
Am extremely obliged to you for the honour 
you have lately done me: but ſhould be 
unable to anſwer, either to the publick or to 
myſelf, the taking up any portion of that pre- 
' cious time, which you ſo generouſly and aſſidu- 
ouſly devote to the ſervice of mankind, in the 
ſupport of religion and the enforcement of mo- 
rality and virtue, was I not in hopes, that your 
favours to me may prove a kind of relaxation 
and amuſement from your more ſerious and 
important ſtudies. And in order to make them 
ſo, and no otherwiſe, I earneſtly intreat, that 
you may never trouble yourſelf about me, but 
at your utmoſt leiſure, and then direct your 
amanuenſis to pen down whatever ſhall come 
firſt into your thoughts, without regarding ei- 
ther 

Fellow of the Royal and Antiquarian Societies. There 


is an account of this ingenious gentleman in the new 
and enlarged edition of the Biographia Britannica. 
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ther ſtyle or method ; for the eſteem and good 


wiſhes of ſo benevolent a mind will always be 


judged by me of infinite value, in what man- 
ner ſoever they be expreſſed. I likewiſe hope 
farther, that philoſophical enquiries into nature 
may be not wholly without their uſe, even to 
the good purpoſes you are purſuing; for the 
more we know of nature, the more elevated 
ideas we ſhall attain of nature's God, and be- 
come the more likely to imitate that univerſal 
beneficence, which we behold flowing to all his 
creatures through an infinity of ſtreams, 

There are, perhaps, but two ways whereby 
we can arrive at the knowledge of a deity, the 
creator of all things : the one is, that particular 
revelation he has been pleaſed to make of him- 
ſelf, to a few only of the nations upon earth : 
the other is, that univerſal evidence of an al- 
mighty cauſe, whereby his works declare his 
glory, and every thing that has exiſtence ſome 
way or other proclaims his power, wiſdom, and 
goodneſs. 

To fay nothing of the order and regular 
courſes of the heavenly bodies, and particularly 
of the ſun, whoſe brightneſs and influence have 
ſpread the belief of a God throughout the 
world, there is no part of the animal, vegeta- 


ble, or mineral kingdoms but what ſerves to 


the ſame purpoſe. Every animal that lives, 
and every plant that grows, ſhews the hand that 
formed it to be divine; and if we ſearch the 
bowels of the earth, the variety of gems, me- 


tals, 
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fals, ores, and minerals is no leſs expreſſive. 

The earth affords alſo innumerable proofs in 
ſupport of revelation ; of that part of it, I mean, 
which informs us of its having been overflow- 
ed by a deluge: for thoſe innumerable ſhells, 
bodies moulded in ſhells, and other marine bo- 
dies, which are found every where in the high- 
eſt mountains, upon the continents as well as 
in this iſland, are inconteſtable proofs, that thoſe 
places muſt heretofore have been ſea, or at leaſt, 
that theſe bodies muſt have been brought thi- 
ther by the overflowing of the ocean: and as 
ancient coins and medals ſtruck by mighty prin- 
ces and ſtates, in remembrance of their famous 
exploits, are highly valued, as evidences of ſuch 
facts, no leſs ought theſe foſſile, marine bodies 
to be conſidered as medals of the Almighty, 
fully proving the deſolation he has formerly 
brought upon the earth. — But I forget I am 
writing to a gentleman much more capable than 
myſelf of making the moſt juſt reflections on 
every part of the creation, and of duly con- 
fidering the way of living, beauty, form, and 
uſe of every animal and vegetable: inſtead there- 
fore of being farther impertinent, I ſhall en- 
deavour to be grateful, by acknowledging the 
great obligations I lie under for your many 
kind, generous, and chriſtian expreſſions of good 
| will towards me and mine; which I can no 
otherwiſe return but by aſſuring you of a ſin- 


. ere Os that would rejoice to find any 


opportunity 
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opportunity of becoming ſerviceable or agreeable 
to you. þ 

As you, good Sir, have been pleaſed to in- 
form me of your engagements, I ſhall give you 
ſome little account of mine, that my delay in 
anſwering yours may not ſeem ſo blameable as 


it may otherwiſe appear, — When I was about- 


twenty years of age, having a relation (a girl) 
that was born deaf, (and conſequently dumb) it 
came. into my thoughts, that fuch a perſon might 
be inſtructed to write, read, and ſpeak. I im- 
mediately made the experiment ; and my ſcholar 
in about a year could read in any book dif- 
tinctly, ſpeak very intelligibly moſt common 
words, and underſtand a great deal of language. 
This ſucceſs brought people about me, who 
were under the fame misfortune; and the hand- 
ſome offers that were propoſed, led me, con- 
trary to my own firſt intention, to give the 
fame affiftance to others; and new ones ftill 
applying from time to time, this has been my 
employment for twenty-five years: during which, 
I have brought ſeveral, under that unhappy cir- 
cumftance, to ſpeak the Engliſh language flu- 


ently, and converſe eaſily, from underſtanding 


what others ſay, by only obſerving the mo- 
tions of their organs while ſpeaking; to read 
and comprehend all common books, and to 
write their mind, either by letter or otherwiſe, 
in as ſenfible, and in a better and more correct 
ſtyle than people uſually do. Along with this, 
I bave alſo aſſiſted great numbers to get — 
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of heſitation, ſtammering, liſping, and various 
other impediments in ſpeech: and have conſtant. 
ly ſome of all forts under my direction, that 
come from different parts, whom I ſpend all 
my mornings in attending where they are lodg- 
ed; for no perſuaſions could ever induce me to 
take .any home; the attention and fatigue of 
teaching them making it neceſſary that I ſhould 
be quite undiſturbed at all other times; ſo that 
after four or five o'clock my day's work is 
over: but then, what with viſits of friends, at- 
tending - the Royal Society, anſwering correſpon- 
dents, preparing one thing or other for the 
preſs, and other neceſſary avocations, I can ſel- 
dom command an hour. — But 1 have troubled 


you with too much I doubt of this, and come 


now to requeſt, that you will make my com- 
pliments and good wiſhes acceptable to your 
ſociety; the date, deſign, and regulations of 
which, I ſhall be glad to have ſome account of, 
when the ſecretary is quite at leiſure, as like- 
wiſe of ſome of - your moſt remarkable minutes, 

It gives me no little pleaſure to obſerve, 
that ſocieties for enquiring into the productions 
of nature, and the improvements of art, are 
ſorming in different parts of the king's domi- 
nions: there are ſuch eſtabliſned at Edinburgh, 
Dublin, York, Briſtol, Peterborough, Spalding, 
and ſeveral other places. When ingenious peo- 
ple meet to communicate their ſeveral obſerva- 
tions, and with a fincere defire to diſcover truth, 


great advances may be made in knowledge. I 
| wiſh 
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with to yours all imaginable ſucceſs, and ſhall 
joyfully contribute my mite, as often as other 
unavoidable engagements will give me leave. 

No doubt the members of your ſociety have 
made ſome experiments in electricity, a ſubject 
which has lately engaged all the curious world, 
from the diſcoveries lately made, though the 
principle itſelf has probably exiſted as long as 
matter and motion, and been the chief agent 
in many of the moſt ſurpriſing phenomena in 
nature. | 

Few have been more buſy in this affair than 
myſelf, and therefore I ſhall deſcribe to you two 
experiments you have probably not yet heard 
of. Several gentlemen of the Royal Society, 
conveyed the electric power through the river 
Thames, by means of a wire carried over the 
new bridge at Weſtminſter: one end thereof 
was held by a perſon on this fide the river, 
whoſe other hand ſuſtained an iron bar that 
hung into the water. A perſon, on the oppoſite 
ſide, held the other end of the wire that was 
faſtened to an electriſed phial : and on his touch- 
ing the water of the river with a poker held 
in the other hand, the ſhock was. felt by the 
perſons on both fides, the river making part 
of the electric circuit. 

An experiment has alſo been made to aſcer- 
tain, if poſſible, the difference or proportion be- 
tween the progreſſion of ſound and that of the 
electric power. To perform this, a wire was 

carried a mile and quarter, at the end of which 
| | ſome 
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fome people were placed, with ſecond watches 
exactly regulated, to obſerve the time between 
their feeling the ſtroke, and their hearing the 
found of a piſtol fired at the inſtant of the 
touch at the other end, Sound 1s now generally 
allowed to paſs at, or nearly at, the rate of one 
mile in four ſeconds: and what is very remark- 
able in this experiment, (which as well as the 
former was many times repeated) the ſhock 
was conſtantly felt, as nearly as could be com- 
puted, exactly five ſeconds before the ſound 
was heard: ſo that according to our concep- 
tions of things, it may be ſaid to have paſſed 
inſtantaneouſly. | 

I am got almoſt to the end of my paper 
before 1 have ,returned you thanks for men- 
tioning my ſon ſo kindly, who deſires your ac- 
ceptance of his beſt ſervices. He has indeed 
been ſomewhat forwarder than boys uſually are, 
from a conſtant converſation with men.” At 
twelve years old he had tranſlated the whole 
twenty-four books of Telemachus from the French : 
before he was fifteen, he. tranſlated from the 
Italian, and publiſhed, a treatiſe in Phyſic, of 
Dr. Cocchi, of Florence, concerning the diet 
and doctrines of Pythagoras; and laſt year, be- 
fore he was ſeventeen, he likewiſe publiſned a 
treatiſe of Sir Iſaac Newton's Metaphyſics, com- 
pared with thoſe of Dr. Liebnitz, from the 
French of Mr. Voltaire. He is a pretty good 
maſter of the Latin, underſtands ſome Greek, is 
reckoned no bad mathematician. for his years, 


and 
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and knows a great deal of natural hiſtory, both 
from reading and obſervation ; ſo that, by the 
grace of God, I hope, he will become a vir- 
tuous and uſeful man. 

And now, dear Sir, begging pardon for de- 
taining you ſo long, I aſſure you that I am 
with the utmoſt eſteem and reſpect, 85 

Your much obliged 
and moſt affectionate humble ſervant, 
H. BAKER. 


I communicated your account of the ſinging 
lady to the Royal Society : it is judged a very 
extraordinary caſe, and I was ordered to thank 
you for it in the ſociety's name, which I do 
with all my heart. 


„„ E 111 
FROM THE SAMux. 


DEAR SIR, Ro London, July 12, 1748. 
Muſt depend on your generoſity and good na- 
ture to excuſe my long filence, which I aſſure 

you has given me many an uneaſy reflection, as 

every thing which reaſon condemns muſt of ne- 
ceſſity do. I can indeed truly plead the cloſe at- 
tention my bufineſs requires, and the difficulty, 
and indeed oftentimes the inconvenience of draw- 
ing my thoughts another way; eſpecially at my 
beginning 
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beginning with new ſcholars who are deaf and 
dumb, of which I have lately had two almoſt toge- 
ther: who with four I was before engaged to, and 
ſeveral for different impediments, that are continu- 
ally coming and going, are ſufficient to require all 
the abilities of a mind much more vigorous and 
better furniſhed than mine. I might, I fay, -plead 
this, and many other things in my excuſe, but I 
rather chooſe to rely entirely on your goodneſs, 
which, I hope, will permit me to ſend together, 
(what ought to have waited on you ſeparately) 
my hearty thanks for your two moſt obliging let- 
ters, and for all the curious particulars contained 
therein; which I muſt beg the liberty of defering 
to enter upon farther till I ſhall enjoy the pleaſure 
of your company at London. I muſt not, however, 
. omit to expreſs my obligation for Mr. Simon 
Brown's extraordinary dedication : * the mention 
of which, has likewiſe procured me a letter and 
poem of his from my good friend Dr. Miles of 
Tooting, and alſo a ſermon preached at his fune- 
ral by Mr. Anthony Atkey, who gives therein a 
hiſtory of his caſe ; which is, in ſhort, that upon 
the loſs of a wife and ſon, he ſeemed at firſt to 
loſe his reaſon, and became very melancholy : and 
from this time he imagined, that God had gra- 
dually annihilated his thinking ſubſtance, and di- 
veſted him entirely of conſciouſneſs ; ſo that, not- 
withſtanding his retaining the human form and the 
power of ſpeech, he had no more notion of what 

"mo 


To Queen Caroline, which is printed in the Adven- 
turer, No. 88. 
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he ſaid than a parrot, He continued thus ten 
years, during which time he wrote ſeveral learn- 
ed books, and eſpecially (within the two laſt 
years of his life) that defence of chriſtianity, for 
which he intended the Dedication I received from 
you. I now incloſe the letter and verſes I was 
favoured with from Dr. Miles, and requeſt you 
to return them, after you have taken a copy, if 
you ſhall chooſe ſo to do. | 
Mr. Folkes defires me to return your civilities, 
and when you come to town I ſhall hope to in- 
troduce you to him. In the mean while accept 
of every good wiſh, together with the utmoſt eſ- 
teem and reſpect of, 
Dear Sir, 
Your moſt obliged and affectionate 
humble ſervant, 
H. Bak ER. 


, FRE. . Mos We" E R CXXXVI. 
FROM THE SAME. 


DEAR SIR, London, January 24, 1748—9. 
Shall not 1 am certain exceed the truth, if 

I aſſure you, that I have intended and ear- 
neſtly defired more than an hundred times, fince 
the receipt of your laſt favour, to return you 
my beſt reſpects, notwithſtanding one affair or 
another has hitherto kept me filent, and now I 
D d 380 
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am determined that nothing ſhall longer prevent 
my doing what ought long ago to have been 
done. I find myſelf ſo much obliged to you, 
and on ſo many accounts, that I know not how 
or where to begin my thanks, but muſt refer 
you, who are beſt able, to thank yourſelf on 
my behalf; that is, I muſt beg the favour of 
you, who underſtand full well the workings of 
the human mind, and have often, I make no. 
doubt, felt in your own boſom ſentiments of 
gratitude and obligation which. no words could 
give expreſſion to J muſt, I fay, intreat you, 
to ſuppoſe the like grateful ſentiments in me 
towards you, and accept them in my name. 
You will call this a very extraordinary way of 
repaying obligations: but it is the only one 
that can repreſent my juſt ſenſe of your friend- 
ſhip, generoſity, and goodneſs, the remembrance 
of which, dum memor ipſe mei, no time or diſ- 
tance will ever be able to efface. | 
My Son has indeed made ſome very good 
drawings of the Locuſt, and ſome of its moſt 
remarkable parts; particularly its five eyes, its 
two ſorts of teeth, its tongue, whoſe ſhape re- 
ſembles very nearly that of an ox, and thoſe 
inſtruments in the tail of the female, which 
pierce the ground like an- auger, make the 
holes where ſhe depoſits her eggs. He has al- 
fo drawn the eggs, as they are depoſited in a 
certain ſpumous, reddiſh matter that cements 
them' together, and may probably ſerve for food 
to che young as ſoon 'as they are hatched, I 
have 
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have had two neſts of theſe eggs: they are 
about the * of an inch in length, and * 
placed ſide by ſide, and erect in this ſpumy 
matter. The internal parts we did not examine 
for want of time to do it before they became 
too dry and rigid; for none would live with 
me above ten days, though Sir Hans Sloane had 
ſome alive in glaſſes at the beginning of De- 
cember. 

My Son intended to have given into the 
Royal Society an account of his obſervations, to- 
gether with a ſhort natural hiſtory of this ani- 
mal, towards which our worthy friend Dr. Miles 
was ſo good to lend his aſſiſtance; but juſt as 
he was ſetting about it he was taken off, by 
being the perſon appointed to make drawings 
of all the machines, deſigns, and operations em- 
ployed in the grand fireworks to be exhibited 
on occaſion of the peace; which has engaged his. 
whole time from morning till night for three 
months laſt paſt, and is likely to afford him no 
reſpite for a month or two to come. When 
this affair is over, he intends however to throw 
his memoranda into ſome order, and will be 
obliged to his friends for whatever obſervations 
they may have made, and eſpecially on the in- 
ternal parts. 

I thank you very fincerely for your informa- 
tion concerning Capt. Dean, whoſe wonderful 
preſervation when ſhipwrecked I remember, but 
till now was entirely ignorant of his being a- 


live, and of every other part of his ſtory. The 
D d 2 conver- 


to me a few years ago by a very worthy qua- 
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converſation of a man, who has ſeen ſo much 
of the world, and experienced ſuch extraordinary 


deliverances, muſt I am ſure, be highly ſatis- 
factory to a mind like yours, that confiders 


ſuch events, not as meer lucky accidents, 
(which many are too ready to call them) but 
as convincing proofs of- an all-direting Provi- 
dence, that can lead us unhurt through dangers, 
where humanly ſpeaking deſtruction ſeems inevi- 
table. I ſhould be exceedingly delighted to have 
his ſtory from himſelf, which, upon applying to 
him, you are pleaſed to think he would oblige 


me with: but to tell you the real truth, my 


time is ſo wholly engaged, by my buſineſs ly- 
ing ſo diſperſed in this vaſt town, that it is 
impoſſible for me to ſupport even with common 
decency, the correſpondence 1 have already, I 
ſeldom am at home from pretty early in the 
morning till between two and three ; frequently 
have ſcarce an hour to dine, but am forced 
out again till fix or ſeven o'clock, and ſome- 
times even later. When I get home ſooneſt, I 
commonly have company, or if not, find my- 
ſelf ſo weary with having walked perhaps ſeven 
or eight miles, as well as applied cloſely to 
my buſineſs for five, fix, or ſeven hours, that 
I am ill qualified to fit down and write. The 
ſame reaſon prevents me likewiſe from writing 
to Mr. Adams concerning his moſt ſurpriſing 


deliverance, when ſhipwrecked on the Gaſkets ; 


the wonderful particulars of which were related 


ker, 
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ker, Peter Collinſon, who is known almoſt to 
every body. Such an event as this deſerves to 
be perpetuated to future times, by ſomebody 
whoſe authority may ſet it above the ſuppoſi- 
tion of being an invented tale; and give me 
leave, dear Sir, to wiſh, that you would pre- 
ſerve ſome of theſe very remarkable inſtances 
of God's interpoſing providence which yourſelf 
have opportunities of being fully ſatisfied about, 
as laſting memorials that God will fave his 
people from deſtruction. 

You are extremely kind to inform me of Sir 
Joſeph Jekyl's charity, and to indulge me with 
the liberty of recommending any, within the in- 
tention of his will, whom I may be deſirous 
to have aſſiſted by it. Within my own per- 
ſonal knowledge I find none to requeſt it for; 
but upon enquiring among my friends, thoſe 
whoſe names you will fee in the encloſed pa- 
per, are repreſented to me as deſerving ' and 
proper objects, and if on conſidering their caſe, 
any of them ſhall appear ſo to you, I doubt 
not you will take ſome notice of them, 

My having been out of town a week at 
Chriſtmas with the Duke of Montagu, has load- 
ed me with a debt to my buſineſs, which I 
have not yet been able to repay, and delayed 
my writing to you longer than otherwiſe it would 
have been: but as the difficult work of my em- 
ployment can be performed by myſeif only, as 
I have no amanuenſis, and am not ſo happy 
to write ſhort hand, from having been unable 

D429 | for 
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for twenty years paſt to command ſufficient lei- 
ſure for the attaining and practiſing thereof; I 
hope, on theſe conſiderations, you will pardon 
my long though unwilling filence, and accept from 
me and mine all the good wiſhes to you and 
yours, which eſteem, affection, and friendſhip can 
ſuggeſt; and be aſſured I am with the utmoſt 
n | 
Dear Sir, 


Your very much * and moſt obedient 
humble ſervant, 
H. BAKER. 


Be ſo good to preſent my compliments to 
your philoſophical ſociety, and to Mr. Shipley 
in particular, and pray tell him, I ſhall take it 
as a great favour, if he can ſend me ſome of 
the wheel animals, | 


— — 
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erer nn. 


FROM THE SAME, 


DEAR SIR, Catharine-Street, Feb. 13, 1749—50. 
HE ſhorteſt apologies are beſt, and as 
you are, I hope, convinced of my fin- 
- cere reſpect, I ſhall not waſte the little time I 
can command in writing you the reaſons of 
my long filence, but come directly to the pur- 
poſe of this letter, which is to enquire, if you, 
at 
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at Northampton, felt any thing of the earth- 
quake that ſurpriſed us laſt week in London, 
and to ſend you ſome account thereof, | 

On Thurſday laſt, the 8th of this inſtant, 
as I was walking along Chancery-Lane towards 
Holborn, at about forty minutes paſt twelve 
at noon, people came out of ſeveral houſes to 
their doors, in great ſurpriſe, complaining of 
the ſhaking of their houſes, and imputing it 
to the fall of ſome building, large timber, or 
other heavy body, which they 1magined to have 
fallen at ſome little diſtance from them, and 
which they came out to enquire after. 

When I was -got into Holborn, I found the 
people there under the ſame conſternation, and 
expreſſing themſelves nearly in the ſame man- 
ner. Going on to Gray's Inn, many people 
were got together in the great ſquare, talking 
about the ſhock they had felt, and, in particu- 
lar, a lamp-lighter was giving an account, that 
being on his ladder pouring oil into a lamp, 
he was in great danger of falling by the unex- 
peed ſhaking of the ladder. I then went to 
a friend's chambers, under Gray's Inn library, 
where the ſhock had been ſo great that they 
thought a clock would have fallen down; and 
fancied, at the time, that ſome large box or 
vaſt heap of books had been tumbled down 
over head. The people in all the ſtreets, as 
I returned home, were talking of this ſtrange 
motion, which now every body underſtood to be 
an earthquake, and many women complained it 

D d 4 had 


— 


44 LETTERS TO AND FROM 


had made them fick, in which their fright 
might probably be equally concerned. At com- 
ing home, I found my own family had been 


no leſs ſurpriſed, and Mrs. Baker had ſent to 


the neighbours to enquire if any thing had 
fallen down in their houſes to occaſion the 
ſhaking of mine, which ſhe deſcribed as very 
violent. She fat at the time in the dining room, 
on the firſt floor next the ſtreet, and her ſup- 
poſition at the inſtant was, that one of the ſer- 
vants had fallen all along with great violence 
in a back room of the next ſtory; had tried 
to get up, ſtumbled, and was fallen down again, 
thereby ſhaking the houſe and making a great 
noiſe. My ſon was then at the Tower, where 
the ſame ſhock was felt, and every body was 
ſtartled with the immediate apprehenſion of ſome 


- exploſion of gunpowder, of which there are 


great quantities. A gentleman who was fitting 


at a table writing, at his houſe in the mint in 
the Tower, was toſſed out of his chair againſt 


the table with violence. 

I enquired of many people in different ſtreets, 
that by comparing their accounts I might form 
a better judgment, and I found them agree uni- 
verſally in the firſt ſuppoſition of the fall of 
ſome pondrous body, moſt ſaid with a great 


_ noiſe, but ſome few were not ſenſible of that: 


I endeavoured likewiſe to learn its courſe, and 
by comparing the reports of people in different 
ſituations, it ſeems to have lain eaſt and weſt, 

and to have paſſed from the weſt eaſtward. 
I felt 
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I felt nothing of it myſelf as I walked in the 
ſtreet, nor do I find that many who were walk. 
ing did, but that I impute to the note and 
ſhaking of the carts and coaches, 

Our worthy prefident of the Royal Society had 
ſome gentlemen with him at his houſe in Queen- 
Square, who were all ſurpriſed with ſomething 
falling, as they imagined, with a great noiſe, 


and at the inſtant, the houſe ſeemed to heave 


up, then to fink down again, and totter fide- 
ways, till it ſeemed to ſettle. Two coaches 
waiting at his door, the coachmen found them. 
ſelves lifted up, and almoſt tumbled from their 
ſeats: other people took notice alſo of this riſ- 
ing and ſinking. In Weſtminſter-Hall both the 
judges and pleaders thought the hall would tum- 
ble on their heads, and the judges, whoſe ſeats 
are contiguous to the wall, felt it ſhake from 
its foundation. Doors were opened, pewter and 
other things thrown down in many houſes, and 
ſome chimnies fell, 

This day fortnight, a moſt extraordinary 
light appeared in the ſky towards the ſouth 
_ eaſt, between fix and ſeven in the evening, and 
ſurpriſed the whole town, with the apprehen- 


fion of a great fire; for the ſky appeared of 


a fiery redneſs at the beginning, and then ſeem- 
ed to form a line of dark red fire of about 
fifteen degrees in width, which continued for 
ſome time, then diffuſed, and left a remarka- 
ble lightneſs in the ſky during the whole night 
after. 

One 
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One cannot I think, let ſuch uncommon phæ- 
nomena paſs unheeded: if theſe terrors of the 
Almighty will not excite reflection, ſurely no- 
thing will. I hope, therefore, this ſhort account 
will prove acceptable, and that you will excuſe 
my great omiſſions towards you for a long time 
paſt, which I aſſure you have often given me 
ſome uneaſineſs. 

I have ſeveral times been thinking of the 
two inſtances you mentioned, when I ſaw you 
laſt, of the effect ſome wounds have on the 
jaws and nervous ſyſtem, by locking up the 
mouth as it were, and thereby bringing on death. 
As ſuch caſes are very little known, and we 
have none of them among the many papers ſent 


to the Royal Society, you would oblige us 


much, by an account thereof, eſpecially of the 
laſt caſe; which happening in your own houſe, 
you can more particularly ſpeak to; and if you 
ſhall not judge it proper to mention the gen- 
tleman's name, if you call him only a young 
gentleman, it will be (from you) ſufficiently ſa- 
tisfactory. 

I have juſt received a letter from Dr. Miles, 
informing me that the earthquake was felt at 
Tooting, though not by his family: it was felt 
pretty ſtrongly at Greenwich, and at Darking in 
Kent, at Hampſtead, at Kilburn, at Richford, 
and Kingſton in Middleſex, and alſo at Enfield. 
Other places I am as yet uncertain of. A line 

from you will always give me unſpeakable fa- 
tisfaction, and I hope you will do me the juſ- 

tice 


THE REV. DR. DODDRIDGE. 427 


tice to believe, that I am, with the moſt cordial 
wiſhes for the proſperity of you and yours, in 
which Mrs. Baker and my ſons join moſt heartily, 
Dear Sir, 
Your moſt faithful and moſt affectionate 
humble ſervant, 
H. BAKER. . 


* — 
— — 


LE TT Nö 
FROM THE SAME. 


DEAR SIR, | London, OR. 6, 1750. 
HEN I ſaw in our news papers, an 

account of a violent ſhock of an earth- 
quake at Northampton, on Sunday laſt, I was 
greatly concerned for the ſafety of you and 
your family; and take ' this firſt opportunity 
to make an affectionate enquiry after the wel- 
fare of you all; begging the favour of you 
(when your time will permit) to ſend me all 
the particulars that come to your knowledge, 
concerning this convulſion in nature, that I 
may in your name lay them before the Royal 
Society, to be depoſited among their records 
of this wonderful year. We ſhall be glad to 
learn the ſtate of the weather before, at, and 
after the ſhock : whether it was attended with 
any noiſe, lightning, or ſulphureous ſmell : what 
kind of motion it ſeemed to be, whether a heav- 


ng 
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ing up and down, or a vibration from fide to 
fide, and how long it continued : in what man- 
ner yourſelf and other people of judgment 
were affeted by it, at what time it happened, 
how far it extended, and (if any) what miſ- 
chief it has done. I hope you will kindly ex- 
cuſe my being thus troubleſome; but indeed I 
do not take all this liberty on a preſumption 
of my own intereſt with you, for Mr. Folkes 
ſends you his ſervice, and defired me to aſk 
this favour of you. 
Though I rejoice at your having ſuch mul. 
titudes of friends wherever you go, for every 
body who is a friend to piety and virtue muſt 
be your friend, I could have wiſhed that ſome 
of them, when you were laſt at London, would 
have ſpared me a little more of your company : 
though I am very thankful for the little of it 
J had, and fully ſenſible it was more than 1 
deſerved, after having been ſo long without pay- 
ing you my due reſpects. I received the im- 
preſſion of what I take to be an unknown 
production: it ſeems to approach neareſt to ſome- 
thing of the cones of the fir-kind, but then it 
would have ſome curvature. Pray my thanks 
to Mr. Shipley for it, and the hairs that came 
with it, and I am obliged to you for ſending 
them. 1 am, | 
Dear Sir, 
_ Your moſt faithful and obedient ſervant, 
H. BAKER. 


LETTER 


THE REV. DR. DODDRIDGE. 429 


T3 Mee TB MW Me WIE 


From GilBeRT WEST, ESQ.* 


SIR, Wickham, March 14, 1747—8. 
PON my going to town ſometime ago I 
received from your bookſeller, by your 
orders, a preſent of your Memoirs of Colonel 
Gardiner, for which mark of your regard for 
me I return you my particular thanks, over and 
above thoſe which are due to you from every 


one, 


* The character of Mr, Weſt (as one obſerves) was truly 
amiable and excellent. In him the chriſtian, the ſcholar, 
and the gentleman were happily united. His works exhibit 
ſufficient evidence of his learning; and the influence of 
his piety hath, it is to be hoped, been extended far by 
his Ob/erwations on the Reſurrection, and would doubtleſs 
have reached farther, had he lived to complete what 
he had for ſometime meditated, the evidences of the 
truth of the New Teſtament. His private virtues and 
ſocial qualities were ſuch as juſtly endeared him to his 
friends and acquaintance. In his manner of life he was 
regular and exemplary. He read the prayers of the pub- 
lick liturgy every morning to his family; and on Sun» 
day evening he called his ſervants into the parlour, and 
read to them firſt a ſermon, and then prayers. Craſhaw 
(as Dr. Johnſon obſerves) is now not the only maker of 
verſes to whom may be given the two venerable names 
of Poet and Saint, See Cowley's verſes on the death 
of Mr. Craſhaw, which begin thus: 


Poet and Saint! to thee alone are given 
The two moſt ſacred names of earth and heaven. 


Select Works of Mr, A. Cowley ; in two volumes ; wil, I, p. 12 7. 
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one, who wiſhes well to chriſtianity, for this, 
and your many other uſeful and zealous labours 
in that noble cauſe. Example has always a 
greater influence upon the generality of man- 
kind then precept, though founded upon the 
ſtrongeſt reaſon, and enforced by the higheſt 
authority: it cannot therefore but be very ſer- 
viceable to the men of this world, and particu- 
larly of this age, to ſhew them from the in- 


ſtances of Colonel Gardiner, and the three ex- 


cellent brothers, whom you treat of in your ap- 
pendix, that it is poſſible for a man to be a 
ſtrict and fincere chriſtian, and at the ſame time 
a ſoldier and a gentleman; characters that are 
but too commonly thought inconſiſtent with 
that of a diſciple of Chriſt. All I am afraid 
of is, that the example of Colonel Gardiner 
ſhould be looked upon as too bright for imi- 
tation. Men of cool hearts are apt to ſuſpect 
thoſe degrees of zeal and fervour, which they 
never felt, to be unnatural and affected: for 
which reaſon, I could wiſh that you had not 
inſerted ſo many of thoſe rapturous ſtrains of 
piety, which Colonel Gardiner poured into the 
boſoms of thoſe friends to whom he opened all 

his heart. Thoſe chriſtians indeed, whoſe piety 
is wound up to the ſame exalted pitch, may be 
touched and thrilled by them, and like uniſons 
anſwer in the ſame key; and I am perſuaded 
there are many ſuch, But to the generality of 


men, eſpecially men of the world, I am afraid 


theſe ſtrains, the genuine effuſions of thoſe hearts 
| only, 
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only, which are ſmitten with the love of reli- 
gion, will give the whole character of Colonel 
Gardiner an air of enthuſiaſm: an effect which 
the goodneſs of your own heart, the warmth of 
your affections for that excellent man, and your 
intimate knowledge of him, kept, you, I dare 
ſay, from ſuſpecting. This and a few peculia- 
rities of expreſſion, are the only exceptionable 
things in your book: but they are abundantly 
outweighed by the many ſtrokes of piety and 
good ſenſe, and the many inſtructive leſſons and 
reflections which appear almoſt in every page. 
One I cannot help taking notice of to you up- 
on this occaſion, viz. your remarks upon the 
advantage of an early education in the princi- 
ples of religion, becauſe I have myſelf moſt 
happily experienced it, Since I owe to the ear- 
ly care of a moſt excellent woman, my mother 
(whoſe character I dare fay you are no ſtran- 
ger to) that bent and bias to religion, which, 
with the co-operating grace of God, hath at 
length brought me back. to thoſe paths of peace, 
from whence I might have otherwiſe been in 
danger of deviating for ever. The parallel be- 
twixt me and Colonel Gardiner was in this in- 
ſtance too ſtriking not to affect me exceedingly. 
1 hope, therefore, you will pardon me for men- 
tioning it to you. I ſhould alſo beg your 
pardon” for delivering ſo freely my ſentiments 
of your book, could I imagine that ſpeaking 


truth would be offenfive to a lover of truth, 
and did I not think that general praiſe, or a 
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total ſilence on this occaſion was inconſiſtent 
with the character of a friend; a character which 
I am ambitious of deſerving at your hands. 

I know you will expect to hear ſomething 
from me about the work, (Obſervations upon 
Celſus) which you recommended to me fo ear- 
neſtly, when I had the pleaſure of ſeeing you at 
Northampton. At preſent I can only fay, that 
I intend to try what I can do upon that ſub- 
ject, with the aſſiſtance which you ſo kindly of- 
fered me, as ſoon as I have rid my hands of 
ſome papers, which have lain by me many years, 
and which I am now reviſing and preparing for 
the preſs: the Tranſlations of ſome Odes of 
Pindar, and ſome other pieces, both in verſe 
and proſe, tranſlated from the - Greek : to all 
which will be prefixed a. diſſertation on the 
olympick games, which yet wants ſomething of 
being finiſhed. Though I look upon theſe: ſub- 
jects as mere trifles in compariſon with the o- 
ther, yet I am ſenſible they have a weight, in- 
deed too great a weight, in the opinion of the 
world. 


Hæ nugæ ſeria ducent 


In bona, laudatum ſemel, acceptumque benigne. 


Works of this kind ſometimes gain a man a 
reputation and authority, which may ſerve him 
upon better and more uſeful ſubjects. You 
will not think I am either too vain or ſanguine 
in my expectations, when I tell you, that theſe 
papers have paſſed their examination, and re- 

| cCeived 
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ceived the approbation of Mr. Lyttelton, the 


beſt critic, the beſt friend, and the beſt man 


in this world. When I was in town with him, 
I received a viſit from Mr. Pilkington, and in- 
troduced him to Mr. Lyttelton, who, as well as 
myſelf, was much pleaſed with his behaviour, 
which was that of a modeſt, ingenious man : in- 
quiring of him, I found I had been under a 
miſtake in ſuppoſing him to be the author of a 
book of poems, _ publiſhed in Ireland, which 1 


mentioned to you: but they, it ſeems, were 
written by another gentleman of the ſame name, 


and entirely unknown to him. I thought pro- 
per to undeceive you upon this point, becauſe 
I had done him the injuſtice of ſpeaking of 
him to you as the author of that book, which 
in my opinion, can be of no great credit to 
him. I have frequent letters from that admira- 
ble friend of ours, Mr. Jones,* of Alconbury, 
which give me great pleaſure, as they breathe 
the true benevolent ſpirit of chriſtianity, and 


ſhew him at the ſame time to be a man of 


parts and learning. He hath given me ſome 
inſight into his ſcheme, mentioned in a letter 
of his to you, communicated to- me by Mr, 
Lyttelton, and has promiſed me a fuller deline- 
ation of it, which I expe& with ſome impati- 
ence. I am glad to find that chriſtianity begins 
to be ſo well underſtood, and taught by fo 
many men of parts and learning in all ſects; 
the fruits of which appear in a candour and 

E e charity 

See Letter LXXV, 
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charity unknown to all the ages of the church, 
except the primitive, I had almoſt faid the a- 
poſtolic age. Does not this give you a proſ- 
pect, though perhaps ſtill very diſtant, of the 
completion of the famous prophecy, that ſpeaks 
of the lion and the lamb lying down together 
in the kingdom of the Mefliah. Lions there 
have been hitherto in all churches; but too 
many, fierce, greedy, and blood-thirſty lions, 
though often diſguiſed like lambs: and . ſome 
lambs there have been ſimple enough to think 
it expedient for the flock to aſſume the habits 
and terrors of lions. But I hope, they now 
begin to undeceive themſelves, and to conſider 
chriſtianity as intending to bring back the world 
to that ſtate of innocence which it enjoyed be- 
fore the fall, when in one and the ſame para- 
al, to uſe the words of Milton, 
Frifking play'd | 

All beaſts of the earth, ſince wild, and of all chace, 

In wood or wilderneſs, foreſt or den: | 

EET the lion ramp'd, and in his paw 

andled the kid. 
To attain this happy ſtate all chriſtians ſhould 
unite their endeavours; and inſtead of looking 
out for, and infiſting upon points of difference 
and diſtinction, ſeek for thoſe only in Which 
they do or may agree. They may at leaſt ſow 
the ſeeds of peace and unity, though they ſhonld 
not live to reap the fruits of it in this world. 
Bleſſed are the peace makers, ſays the prince of 
peace, for they ſhall be called the children of 
God; an appellation infinitely more honourable 
than 
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than that of paſtor, biſhop, archbiſhop, patri- 

arch, cardinal or pope, and attended with a re- 

compenſe infinitely ſurpaſſing the richeſt reve. 

nues of the higheſt ecclefiaftical dignity, That 

you and all fincere chriſtians may deſerve this 

character, and attain its reward, is the ſincere 
and hearty wiſh of, 

Sir, 
Vour * affectionate, humble ſervant, 
G. WesT. 


* LT TH On 
FROM THE SAME, 


DEAR SIR, * Wickham, July 4, 1748. 
HAT I have ſo long delayed anſwering 
your former moſt obliging letter, was 

owing to a complaint you therein made of your 
wanting time to enjoy the correſ pondence of 
your friends; in whom therefore it would be 
almoſt crlminal to break in upon you too often, 
and take you off from employments of ſo pub- 
lick and uſeful a nature, as thoſe in which you are 
engaged, I ſhould however have ſooner return- 
ed you my thanks for the many expreſſions 
of your affection and regard for me, had I not 
waited for Mr. Lyttelton, whom I have ſeen 
but once fince the receipt of that letter; and 
that for ſo ſhort a time, that I had not an 
E e 2 oppor- 
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opportunity of talking with him about his meet- 


ing you here, or upon any other matter men- 
tioned in that letter, He promiſed to call upon 
me in about ten days after, in his way to 
Tunbridge, and to dine with me every Tueſday, 
during his continuance there, but he has hither- 
to diſappointed me; by what accident I know 
not, for 1 have not heard from him ſince. I 
expect him again to-morrow; and perhaps may 
again be diſappointed ; for I underſtand that the 
treaſury is adjourned, and till that adjournment 
is over, I ſuppoſe he will not ſtir from Tun- 
bridge. But tho' he ſhould not come, yet he 
may poſſibly write to me upon the ſubje&t of 
your laſt letter to him. In the mean time, let 
your coming hither be fixed for the 25th inſt. 
- the day you mention: on Which day I will ſend 
either my chair or ſaddle horſes, by nine o'clock 
in the morning, to Lambeth, to bring you 
hither; for there is no ſtage coach that comes 
nearer to us than Bromley or Croydon, and they 
do not ſet out from London before two or three 
o'clock in the afternoon; ſo that by leaving you 
to come down by either of thoſe conveyances, I 
ſhall loſe half a day of your company, which, 
conſidering the ſhortneſs of your intended ſtay 
here, is to me an article of ſome importance: 
beſides, by the conveyance I propoſe, you will 
come more eafily and more pleaſantly, There 
is but one inn at Lambeth; I think it is the 
white lion, and there my horſes ſhall wait for 
you. Should any unexpected incident ariſe to 
4 occaſion 
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occaſion an alteration in this plan, you ſhall be 
ſure to hear from me in time, 

I ſhould now return a diſtinct anſwer to the 
ſeveral particulars contained in your laſt and your 
former letters, but as I am unwilling to treſ- 
paſs too much upon your time, I ſhall defer 
doing it till 1 have the pleaſure of ſeeing you 
at Wickham; and content myſelf at preſent with 
aſſuring you in general, that I ſet a very high 
value upon your friendſhip; and that I look 
upon your joining any thing of mine to your 
works, and thoſe of Archbiſnop Leighton, as a 
great honour done to me; and ſhall rejoice with 
you, if I can contribute, tho' in ever fo ſmall 
a degree, to the glorious enterpriſe -of promot- 
ing catholick chriſtianity : for an enterpriſe it is 
of great difficulty, and very little hope, if car- 
ried on by human means alone: I would not 
be underſtood by this, to. ſuppoſe that God 
either has been, or will be wanting on his part. 
All, who will attend to it, may perceive his 
good Spirit operating in thoſe who are engaged 
in this labour of love, ſo directly contrary to 
the ſpirit of this world, which is ſenſual, ' carnal, 
and ſelfiſh, What I would fay is, that the 
multitude, the bulk of mankind is fo divided 
into ſets and parties, and ſo attached to them 
from prejudice, ignorance, and intereſt, that it 
ſeems as if nothing leſs than a ſtriking and al- 
moſt miraculous operation of the divine grace 
could convert their hearts to that unity of ſpirit 
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and bond of peace, which we pray for every 
day in our liturgy. 

When I had written thus far I was inter- 
rupted by company, and as ſoon as they were 
gone, had the pleaſure of a viſit from Mr. Lyt- 
telton, who defired me to tell you, with his 
affectionate compliments to you, that the day 
you have named will ſuit very well with his 
convenience; that he will meet you here on the 
Tueſday, and carry you to town with him, either 
that night, or, if he can bring his heart and 
his buſineſs to ſuffer him to lie here, the next 
morning. I have the pleaſure to tell you that he 
is much better for the waters. As I was in- 
terrupted yeſterday, I ſhall not reſume the point 
I was upon till I ſee you at Wickham, I 
have not either of the books, in which the 
Hymn of Cleanthes is printed; but will inquire 
for them, and then tell you whether I can com- 
ply with your requeſt by tranſlating it. I am 
weary of tranſlating, but 1 would willingly pat 
a force upon myſelf to oblige you. Mrs. Weſt 
defires her compliments and thanks to you for 
your kind remembrance of her. Believe me 
We | 

Dear Sir, | 
n rote eee 3: 
G. WesT. 
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LB: TT 8 Bt n 
FrRoM THE SAME, 


DEAR SIR, Wickham, April 20, 1949. 
HOUGH I cannot plead fo great a mul- 

| tiplicity of important buſineſs, as you are 
incumbered with, as an excuſe for not having 
ſooner anſwered your friendly letter of the 1oth 
of November laſt, yet it is neceſſary for me 
to ſay ſomething by way of apology for ſo long 
a filence; to which the fincere regard I have 
for you will, 1 hope, give a little weight. 1 
can only fay, that all the time, which I uſually 
allot for writing, whether letters or other things, 
has ever fince my Mother left me, which was 
in the beginning of laſt December, been entire 
ly taken up with reviſing, finiſhing, and pre- 
paring my book for the preſs. It is at length 
finiſhed, and will be publiſhed ſometime next 
week. I ſhall order Dodſley to ſend you down 
by the Northampton coach, one copy for your- 
ſelf, and another, which I muſt beg the favour” 
of you to ſend to Mrs. Ives, on the Market 
Hill, who will convey it to my Mother, I 
ſhould not have given you this trouble, had I 
known a readier way of conveying this book to 
my Mother, who has taken up her reſidence 


with my ſiſter at Meres-Aſhby, to which place 


I am at prefent ignorant how to fend any 
thing, unleſs by the way of Northampton. I 
Ee 4 | am 
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am extremely delighted at having got rid of 


this book, which has lain upon my hands, and 


what is worſe, upon my mind, for above this 
year and half, as I now conſider myſelf at li- 


| herty, and maſter of my own thoughts and 


time, which I hope for the future to employ 
more profitably, at leaſt to myſelf, either in 
converſing and correſponding 'with my friends, or 
in applying myſelf to ſtudies, which the preſent 
turn of my mind, and time of my life, more 
incline me to, — But 1 ſhall ſay no more of this 
matter, having talked with you before upon the 
fame ſubject. TI thank you (for I ſuppoſe I 
am to thank you) for Mr. Hervey's Medita- 
tions, which beſpeak the author to be both a 
man of parts, and a good chriſtian: two cha- 
raters which will gain him eſteem both in this 
world, and the next too. Having been ſo much 
taken up of late, I have not yet looked into 
the third volume of your Family Expoſitor. I 
intend to get it when I go to town; and aſſure 


_ myſelf from the knowledge I already have of 
| you and your writings, that I ſhall find both 


pleaſure and inſtruction from peruſing it. I 
ſincerely rejoice in every new acceſſion of hap- 
pineſs and joy that befals you. May you and 
Mrs. Doddridge continue to improve each other's 
felicity, by mutually beſtowing on each other 
all the pleaſures which wedded friendſhip is ca- 
pable of producing. I am glad that your viſit 
to Wickham has, as you tell me, left a a 


ing reliſh upon your mind. 


When 
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May 8, 1749. 

When I was got ſo far I was taken with the 
gout in my right hand, from which I am but 
juſt enough recovered to tell you that the books 
above-mentioned will come down to you this 


week, and to aſſure 1 that I am with great 
eſteem, 


Dear Sir, 
Your affectionate friend, and humble ſervant, 
G. Wesr, 


When I am better able to write, you ſhall 
hear further from me. 


„ g 
FROM THE SAME. 


DEAR SIR, Wickham, June 17, 1749. 
HOUGH I have for ſome time reco- 
vered the uſe of my hand, yet the ſud- 

den changes of the weather almoſt from one 
extreme to another, Extremes by change more fierce, 
threw me back a little, and rendered my ad- 
vances to an entire recovery more ſlow than 
they would have otherwiſe been; and this muſt 
be my excuſe for not ſooner anſwering your 
laſt kind letter: though I think, that having 
ſupplied you with enough of my writing to 
laſt you eyen longer than the time which has 
paſſed ſince my Org. yours, I might have 


held 
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held my hand, and ſpared you for a longer 
ſeaſon; which probably I ſhould have done, out 
of indulgence to myſelf at leaſt, as I am too 
indolent to love writing, had I not thought it 
neceſſary, upon the intimation of your intenti- 
on to make me a viſit at Wickham, to acquaint 
you, that I ſhall be extremely glad to ſee you, 
having many things to talk with you about, and 
to confult you upon; ſo that I am rejoiced to 
hear, that you deſign me the pleaſure of your 
company for a longer ſpace than your buſineſs 
would allow you to give me laſt year. I hope 
therefore, you will carry this part of your pro- 
miſe alſo in your mind, and ſo order your af- 
fairs as to be able to perform it to my ſatis- 
faction. The Archbiſhop is not yet ſettled at 
Croydon, and I believe will not refide there be- 


fore next ſummer; however he will be there 


ſometimes incognito, when I ſhall endeavour to 
catch him, and acquaint him with your inten- 
tion of waiting upon him there. But I muſt, 

— the favour of you to inform me, as ſoon 
as you can, about what time you propoſe com- 
ing this way, that I may be ſure to be at 
home: for I have ſome thoughts of making a 
journey, for a ſhort time, into Northampton- 
ſhire, to pay my duty. to that excellent woman 
my Mother; at which time, if you are then in 
thoſe parts, I ſhall certainly call upon you: but 
as no time is fixed for my journey, and all times 
between this and the latter end of Auguſt are equal 
to ans I ſhall regulate my motions by yours, 
| which 
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which I do not intend to reftrain by giving 
you this information : for perhaps, if you return 
directly to Northampton, I may accompany you 
thither: but -I will not ſettle this till I hear 
from you. I have not ſeen Mr. Lyttelton ſince 
I had your letter. He has been much taken 
up with very important affairs, parliament, &c, 
and ſettling -matters in order to a ſecond mar. 
riage. The lady he has pitched upon, is Miſs 
Rich, the eldeſt daughter of Sir Robert Rich; 
ſhe was an intimate and dear friend of his for- 
mer. wife, which is ſome kind of proof of her 
merit; I mean of the goodneſs of her heart, for 
that is the chief merit which Mr. Lyttelton 
eſteems; and I hope, ſhe will not in this diſ- 
appoint his expectations: in all other points ſhe 
is well ſuited to him; being extremely well ac- 
compliſhed in languages, muſick, painting, &c. 
very ſenſible, and well bred, I thought this 
ſhort account would be acceptable to you, who 
intereft yourſelf ſo much in every thing that 
concerns Mr. Lyttelton. 

I am glad to find, that what you have read 
of my book hath met with your approbation 
though I cannot but obferve, that your impa- 
tience to look into it, ſhews that you came to 
it with a favourable prejudice z which, though 
it might bias your opinion, is however a proof 

of your friendſhip for the author, and as ſuch 
was very agreeable to me: letus ſum laudari, 
(and I will add) et amari a laudato viro. I have 
received and read your dedication to Mr. Her- 


vey, 
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vey, with which I was indeed, as you very 
rightly imagined I ſhould be, very much pleaſed: 
and I doubt not, but I ſhall have the ſame fa- 
tisfaction from the peruſal of your ſermon, 
which 1 have not yet received. But I ſhall ſay 
no more 'at preſent upon theſe and many other 
points, which I want to talk with you upon, 
as I hope ſoon to have the pleaſure of ſeeing 
you here. In the mean time aſſure yourſelf, 
that I love, honour, and eſteem you, and that 
I am, 
Dear Sir, 
Very ſincerely and affectionately yours, 
G. WesT, 


LETTER .CXLI. 
FroM THE ann. 


DEAR SIN, Tunbridge-Wells, July 18, 1750. 
HE date of my letter will inform you, 

that I am gone from home, and ſuggeſt 

to you at the ſame time, the reaſon of my 
peregrination, I was adviſed to try what the 
waters of this place would do towards the re- 
covery of my legs, and I accordingly came hi- 
ther laſt Friday, and began drinking them laft 
Sunday, being farther encouraged by the advice 


of an old phyfician, who. underſtands the nature 
| of 


THE REV. DR. DODDRIDGE. 445 


of theſe medicinal ſtreams, I am ſenſible you 
love me well enough, to ethort me to continue 
the uſe of them, upon the hopes given me of 
their being ſerviceable to me. But I cannot reflect 
upon the ardor and ſincerity of your affection 
for me, without being exceedingly concerned at 
being thus neceſſitated to diſappoint myſelf of the 
great pleaſure I propoſed from the viſit you pro- 
miſed to-make me at Wickham the latter end of this 
month : eſpecially as I am afraid, by your own ac- 
count, that I muſt not hope for the ſatisfaction 
of ſeeing you till about this time twelve-month : 
an interval which I cannot think upon without 
a very ſenſible affliction; for I love and honour 
you very fincerely. I cannot invite you to this 
place, becauſe I have no accommodations for 
you, being. myſelf a gueſt to General Onſlow; 
though I ſhould at the ſame time be much 
pleaſed to enjoy your ſociety here, where, though 
there is a great crowd, there is but little con- 
verſation that is either pleaſing or profitable; 
and I believe, could it ſuit with your conve- 
nience, you would not be difpleaſed to meet 
with Mr. Lyttelton and me together, He, you 
know, is here, but will leave this place, and 
return to London about the time you propoſed 
coming to Wickham; there, he bids me tell 
you, he ſhall be glad to ſee you; and though 
I cannot have that pleaſure, yet I rejoice that 
you may by this means have an opportunity of 
making up to yourſelf the loſs of that ſatisfac- 
tion, which you were pleaſed to tell me you 


expected 
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expected to enjoy at Wickham. Mrs, Weſt is 
not with me, another article of affliction to me. 
She goes, I believe, to Lady Cobham. How 
long I ſhall ſtay here I cannot tell: that muſt 
be determined by the effects which the waters 
may have upon me: and of this I can as yet 
form no judgment. Adieu. I am going out to 
dinner, and therefore muſt conclude, leſt I ſhould 


loſe this poſt, and thereby miſs the opportunity 


of informing you time enough of my abſence 
from home. My coming hither was occaſioned 
by a viſit from General Onſlow, who called up- 
on me in his way to this place, and preſſed me 
in ſo kind a manner to be with him at Tun- 
bridge, that I took the reſolution of trying thoſe 
waters ſo ſuddenly, that I had not time to ac- 
quaint you with ic ſooner. Believe me to be, 
Dear Sir, 
With the utmoſt cordiality, 
ever moſt affectionately yours, 
G. WesT. 


LETTER 
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LETTER, CAL, 


Faou THE SAME. 


DEAR SIR, Wickham, Nov. 2, 1750. 
Write this to inquire after your health, and 

to inform you of my own; which I know 
you will be pleaſed to hear is better, than when 
you ſaw me at Tunbridge, and even than it 
has been theſe many years. My ankles gather 
ſtrength daily, and the phyſicians encourage me 
to hope, that they will recover in time, and by 
drinking the Tunbridge waters again, to which 
they adviſe me to return the next ſeaſon. Whilſt 
I was at Tunbridge, I was perſuaded by Mr. 
Naſh, into a reſolution of going to Bath this 
winter; but I have been diverted from it by 
the advice of Dr. Willmot, and another phyſi- 
cian, whom I conſulted afterwards, I have hither- 
to eſcaped the gout, though it is uſed gene- 
rally to make me a viſit at this ſeaſon of the 
year; and I begin to hope, I ſhall go through 


the winter without a fit, as it has made one or 


two efforts, favoured by the changes of the 
weather, and a violent cold, but without being 
able to regain its old quarters, or even ſo much 
as make a lodgement. Upon this account of 
the ſtate of my health, you will naturally aſk 


what I have been doing? to which I muſt an- 
{wer 
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ſwer in the negative, not writing. I have been 
hitherto kept in uncertainty with relation to my 
journey to Bath; and therefore have neglected 
getting the books neceſſary for my proceed- 
ing in my intended remarks on Celſus: to 
which I propoſe adding ſome upon the objecti- 


ons of Porphyry and Julian, if upon peruſing 


Cyprian and Euſebius, in whoſe works I un- 
derſtand they are preſerved, I ſhall think them 


conducive to my defign. As F doubt not but 


you have read them, I ſhall be glad to be in- 


formed by you, if you think it will be worth 


my while to confider them. Theſe books the 
Archbiſhop very civilly offered to lend me from 
the Lambeth Library, and even to bring them 
to Croydon for me; but as at that time I in- 
tended to go to Bath, I deferred accepting his 
kind offer till after my return; but I defign 


now to write to him for them. He ſpoke to 


me very handſomely of you, and commended 
much your ſermon on the guilt and doom of 
Capernaum: and upon my mentioning to him, with 
the approbation they deſerve, your friend Mr. 


Barker's ſermons, he in his turn recommended 


to me, with the higheſt encomiums, the ſermons 
of Mr. Abernethy. Now I have mentioned Mr. 
Barker, I muſt deſire you to acquaint him, in 
my name, that I have read his ſermons with 
equal profit and pleaſure, and that had I known 
how to direct to him, I would have thanked 
him by letter for his very acceptable preſent; 


and 


OB HB . ˙ Ä ot WE Ire ON OR 5 


THE REV. DR, DODDRIDGE. 449 


and aſſure him that it was a real concern to me, 
that we ſhould be ſo long at Tunbridge to- 
gether, and yet ſee fo little of one another. 
I do not remember that I had ever one quar- 
ter of an hour's converſation with him after 
you left Tunbridge: for he never came upon 
the walks, at leaſt while I was there; and I 
was too lame to wait upon him at his own 
lodgings, neither did I know what were his 
leiſure hours. 1 hope for, and ſhall be very 
glad of ſome future opportunity of improving 
the ſmall acquaintance with him, to which I am 
obliged to you for introducing -me, as I am 
alſo for the kind, though ſhort, viſit you made 
me at Tunbridge, which I value as a certain 
evidence of your friendſhip and regard for me. 
You told me, as I remember, that there was a 
poſſibility of your being called to town towards 
the latter end of this year, to put the remain- 
der of your Family Expofitor to the preſs. 
Should you come, I hope you will find time 
enough for a viſit to Wickham; from whence, I 
believe, I ſhall not ſtir this winter. I find by 
an advertiſement, that you ate engaged in a new 
work. How do you find time for the variety 
of bufineſs you have taken upon you? and how 
ſhall J excuſe myſelf for interrupting you with 
ſo long a letter? I will conclude it with de- 
firing you not to anſwer it, but when you can 
find convenient leiſure; which at the ſame time 
I know not how to wiſh you, ſince the pub- 
lick (and J among the reſt) are ſo much bene- 

Ff fited 
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fited by your occupations. I ſhall take the re- 
maining volumes of the Family Expoſitor, &c. 
Kc. as a full and ſufficient anſwer. Believe me 
to be, 
Dear Sir, 
Very affectionately yours, 
G. WesrT. 


Mrs. Weſt joins with me in compliments to 
yourſelf and Mrs. Doddridge, who I hope, with 
the reſt of your family are in good health. 


L ET T ER CXLV. 
FROu THE SAME. 


DEAR SIR, London, April 26, 1751. 
RS. Weſt and I have been in town this 
month, attending upon the inoculation 

of our dear boy, who, I thank God, has got 
happily over a diſtemper which might probably 
have been fatal to him, had he taken it in the 
natural way; as with all the care and precau- 
tion uſually taken in inoculation, he had it 
pretty full: but he is now well, and is like 
to bear but very few, if any marks of that 
great ſpoiler of the human face divine. You 
will not, I am perſuaded, be at all ſurpriſed, 
that I did not write during the anxiety, which 
the . of a dear and good ſon muſt ne- 
ceſſarily 
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ceſſarily have brought upon me, and therefore 
you will excuſe my not anſwering your laſt kind 
letter ſooner. That I have not returned any 
anſwer to the former was owing partly to my 
being taken up with finiſhing my Canto, and 
partly to a fit of the gout, which though gen- 
tle, yet diſabled both my hands for ſome time; 
and from which 1 was not entirely recovered, 
when I firſt came to town: but I am now quite 
well, as is alſo Mr. Lyttelton, who was indeed 
brought very low by a fever, into which he 
relapſed more than once: but quiet, a little 
country air, and the warm weather have reſtored 
him to his former health. But though I have 
been ſo long in town, yet I have ſeen very 
little of him, he being ſo much engaged in buſi- 
neſs of one kind or another, that I can never 
hope to find him, but at thoſe hours, in which 
I am ſeldom out. I called upon him yeſterday 
morning, and- was told that he was gone out 
to take the air, and that he was very well. 
I am this day going to Wickham for a few 
days, for the ſake of a little pure air and tran- 
quility, neither of which are to be had in town. 
I ſhall return on Monday. I am glad my Can- 
to pleaſed you; though to tell you the truth 
expected no leſs. You are a lover of the 
author, as well as of virtue and religion, and 
muſt therefore be diſpoſed to read it with a 
favourable, if not a partial eye. I muſt how- 
ever corre& one erratum' in your letter. You 
ſeem to have miſtaken Pædia, who does not 
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make her appearance in this Canto, for Britan- 
nia, who ſpeake the words you allude to. This 
you will —_—_ if you attend ta-the Knight's 
addreſs to her: Fair Hand Princeſs, Empreſs of 
the main, &c. I have not time to add any 
more, but that I rejoice at the flouriſhing Rate 
of your academy, as I do at every thing that 
+ 1:42" 1499 By vn ra 


n CRANE 
From THE BISHOP OF Wanctran,® 


REV. SIR, Spring- Gardens, Feb. 20, 1748. 
HE conſtant engagements of the worthy 
| phyſicians- at Worceſter, have delayed the 
Appendix, which was prepared there, and by 
this means the encloſed Sermon has been fo 
leng (though perhaps now too ſoon) in mak- 
ing its appearance in the world, and requeſting 
your indulgent acceptance: you know the ſud- 
den occaſion of my preaching. If it pleaſe 
God to diſpoſe the hearts of thoſe who are 
able to give us proper aſſiſtance, we may rea- 
ſonably hope to raiſe the number of our beds, 
in 
* Dr. Maddox. 
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in our Infirmary, to fifty, as we have houſe- 
room for that purpoſe, 

I am buſy with the little tract againſt that 
growing evil Popery, which 1 "ſhall take the 
liberty to trouble you with. The grievous diſ- 
regard to religion. in general furniſhes too fair 
an opportunity to be neglected” by / vigilant and 
ſabtile adverſaries. But as it has now pleaſed 
God to give us peace abroad, every ſoridus and 
thinking perſon muſt wiſh, that. ſome effectual 
methods may be put in execution, which will be 
likely to have a proper influence upon the in- 
duftry, the morals, the religion of the people of 
this nation; at the ſame time that all endeavours 
are uſed by the ſtricteſt cxconomy, I was going 
to fay parſimony, to leſſen the heavy weight of 
publick debt, which while it continues, maſt. be 
a fatal load; if our enemies ſhould WY | 
attack us. 

Should any buſineſs call you to town while 
I am here, I ſhould be truly glad to wait up- 
on you; but I ſtill mdulge myſelf in the hopes 
of ſeeing you next fummer in ' Worceſterſhire, 
being very truly, with great reſpect, 

Sir, 
Your very faithful humble ſervant, 
Isaac WORCESTER, 
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LET IT E.R MALI. 


 FrRoM THE SAME, 


REV. SIR, |  Hartlebury, Nov. 21, 1748. 
T was with much concern I heard lately from 

our friend Mr, Lyttelton, upon my in- 
quiring after you, (which I am glad to do up- 
on all occaſions) that you had received no 
anſwer to your laſt letter to me. 

Jam ſure I thought myſelf much obliged to 
you for that letter, and ſoon made, my acknow- 
ledgments; which I can the more depend up- 
on, becauſe I mark upon the back of letters, 
anſwered, and find this is ſo marked. How- 
ever, I would by no means, be wanting in aſ- 
ſuring you of my ' hearty reſpects and thank- 
fulneſs for the trouble qe have ſo kindly 
taken. 

I, have been obliged to go to Briſtol ſince I 
left London, and upon my return hither in 
Auguſt, ſet out in a little time for Yorkſhire, 
to viſit an aged relation, who was very defirous 
to ſee me and my family. I have therefore, 
not made ſuch progreſs in the plan I troubled 
you and Dr. Biſhop with, as I wiſhed, and ſtill 
hope to do, when I come to town, which I pur- 
poſe (Deo volente) to do in the week before 
Chriſtmas, 

Since I returned from the north I have been 
2 good deal out of order; but am now, I 

thank 
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thank God, much better. My phyſician im- 
puted my complaints to a cold, he thought 1 
took by preaching upon St. Luke's day, for 
our Infirmary at Worceſter; the dean, who had 
engaged to preach, being called up to Wind- 
ſor to attend his only ſon, taken ill of the 
ſmall pox. Indeed it was a very bad day, which 
hurt the charity as well as me. Though, I 
thank God, we go on very well, and have hired 
an adjoining houſe, in order to make new beds, 
I do not know how it is in your part of 
the kingdom, .but I have ſeen and heard of 
many places, where a ſpirit of diſaffection is 
very inſolent, as well as ungrateful, after the great 
lenity that has been ſhewn, inſomuch that 
no one contributor to, or encourager of the 
late rebellion has ſo much as been called to 
account, 

The papiſts are ſtill very buſy in making, I 
ſhould rather ſay, procuring converts. I need 
not, I hope, ſay how thorough an enemy I am 
to every degree of perſecution, and therefore 
leave it to the ciyil power to confider how far 
the government is concerned in ſuch converſions, 
where every proſelyte becomes an enemy (fre- 
quently a zealous one) to the proteſtant ſucceſſion, 
and a fure friend to the pretender. About 
fourteen years ago, the papiſts printed and diſ- 
perſed a little tract, called, a Roman Catholick's 
Reaſons why he cannot conform to the Proteſtant Re- 
ligion. There was ſoon publiſhed an anſwer to 
it, entitled, a Proteſtant's Reaſons why he cannot 
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turn Papiſt, which met with ſome approbation 
from ſeveral hands, and in particular the late 
Biſhop of London, and the then Archbiſhop 
of York, who diſperſed great numbers of them. 
This little tract has been lately reviewed, and 
will be republiſhed ſoon after Chriſtmas. It is 
a plain thing, intended for the lower kind of 
people: and as it will come within the allow. 


ance of a frank, I ſhall convey one to you, 


As we had not the pleaſure of ſeeing you in 
Worceſterſhire this ſummer, I hope we may 
expect that ſatisfaction the next; but if in the 
mean time any buſineſs ſhould call you to Lon- 


don, while I am there, I ſhould be very glad 


to wait upon you in DI, being, with 
real reſpect, | 
Rev, Sir, 


Your very faithful humble ſervant, 
IsAAac WorcesTeR, 


When you ſee Dr. Stonhouſe, pray bebe 
my beſt reſpects to him. | 


LETTER 
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LS T7 TER Me. 


FroM THE BISHOP or LOnDON,* 


REV. SIR, Temple, March 24, 1749, 
T was with great pleaſure and ſatisfaction, 
that I received and read your very, excel. 
lent and very ſeaſonable Sermon, publiſhed up- 
on the occaſion of the late earthquakes. I pray 
God, it may have a due influence upon the 
minds of all who read it; and I wiſh all would 
read and conſider it. 

Though I am a ſtranger to your perſon, yet 
I am not ſo to your character and abilities, 
which I have been made acquainted with by 
many, and n by my worthy friend Dr, 
Grey. 

Whatever points of difference there are be. 
tween us, yet I truſt, that we are united in an 
hearty zeal for ſpreading the knowledge of the 
goſpel, and for reforming the lives and man- 
ners of the people according to it. I have liv- 
ed long enough to know by experience the truth 
of what we are taught, That there is no o- 
ther name by which we may be faved, but the 
name of Chriſt only,” I have ſeen the true 
ſpirit, and the comfortable hopes of religion, 
loſt in the abundance of ſpeculation, and the 
vain pretences of ſetting up natural religion in' 
oppoſition to revelation; and there will be little 


hopes 


* Dr. Sherlock. 
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hopes of a reformation, till we are humble 
enough to be willing to know Chriſt and him 
crucified. 

In this neceſſary and fundamental point, I 
am fully perſuaded we do not diſagree; and I 
earneſtly beg of God to bleſs our united en- 
deavours to make his ways known, Recommend- 
ing you and your chriſtian abours to his Ls 
cious protection, I am, 

Sir, 
With great truth, 
Your affectionate and humble ſervant, 
THoMas Lox pov. 


T ER . 
FRoM DR. Cor rox.“ 


St. Alban's, April, 29, 1749. 

DEAR AND HONOURED SIR, 
Am very much obliged to you for your late 
tender inſtances of condeſcenſion and friend- 
ſhip. The comfort and advice, which you moſt 
kindly adminiſter, are extremely acceptable; and 
I heartily pray God to give them their due 
weight. For my own part, I am, and have 
long been, abundantly perſuaded, that no ſyſtem, 


but that of chriſtianity is able to ſuſtain the | 
foul 


An eminent phyſician at St. Alban's, in Hertfordſhire, 
and author of the Viſions, the Fireſide, and ſome other 


very pleaſing poems. 
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ſoul amidſt all the difficulties and diſtreſſes of 
life. The conſolations of philoſophy only, are 
ſpecious trifles at beſt, all cold and impotent 
applications indeed to the bleeding heart! But 
the religion of Jeſus, like its gracious and be- 
nevolent author, is an inexhauſftible ſource of 
comfort in this world, and gives us the hopes 
of everlaſting enjoyment in the next. 

I preſume humbly to hope, that the Supreme 
Being will ſupport me under my afflition ; and 
I moſt earneſtly intreat, that he will ſanctify 
my ſorrows to every gracious and good pur- 

be: 

What the mind feels upon ſuch a painful 
divorce, none can adequately know, but they 
who have had the bitter experience of this ſad 
ſolemnity. However, delicate and worthy minds 
will readily paint out to themſelves ſomething 
unutterably ſoft and moving upon the ſepara- 
tion of two hearts, whoſe only diviſion was their 
lodgement in two breaſts. 

I am extremely indebted to your lady, for 
her kind ſympathy with me in my ſorrows, and 
the only return, that I, can make either to 
herſelf or her conſort, is my hearty prayer, that 
the diſſolution of their happy union, may be 
at a very diſtant period. I am with the higheſt 
eſteem, | 

Dear Sir, 
Your moſt obedient, humble ſervant, 
H. CoTTox. 


LETTER 


| 
| 
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LETTER ct. 
From THE REV. MR. HiLDEsLEY,* 


REV. SIR, June 7, 1750. 
HE fame, reaſon that ſuſpended my firſt 
addreſs, which I had long ſince intend- 

ed to have taken the liberty of making to you, 
has protracted alſo the acknowledgments due 
for your kind favour of the 12th of October, 
1749, viz. my unwillingneſs to intrude upon 
your attention, which is always ſo ,much better 


engaged than. it can be by any thing I have 


in my power to offer to you: not that I can 
wholly acquit myſelf of culpable negle&, when 
I conſider your kind invitation and encourage- 
ment to write to you again, - But indeed, Sir, 


TI can by no means allow myſelf to think, I 


am worthy of ſuch a correſpondent as Dr. Dod- 
dridge, even if he had more time, to beſtow 
upon me than he' has. I have, tis true, the 
honour of being diſtinguiſhed by a very high 
and important truſt, in the care of a large flock ; 
which, not by any perſonal merit or favour, 
but by lot in the rotation of vacancies of the 
college livings, I was removed to from my 
fellowſhip about twenty years fince, yet, how 
unequal to it, alas! when I confider, I am a- 
fraid, and aſhamed to ſay. All my comfort is, 
that, as in general eſtimation the temporal emo- 

lument 


„Late Biſhop of Sodor and Man. 
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lument is too diſproportioned to the extent of 
the ſpiritual charge,. a perſon of greater abilities 
would probably ſcarce have conſented, (I had 
like to have faid ſubmitted) to the undertak- 
ing. — I muſt beg leave to attribute your com- 
pliment (for ſuch I muſt call your writing me 
the ingenious, of which you never could have 
received any evidence) to that habitually cour- 
teous and civil manner of treating all mankind, 
which, I have heard, you are remarkable for. 
It is enough for me, that I admire and reliſh 
your writings, Sir; as I fincerely do, for their 
genuine and judicious piety : at the fame time, 
I am as ready as you, to give the chief glory 
where it is due—to the great author and foun- 
tain of all that is wiſe and good. For though, 
when at every turn, we praiſe the brightneſs, 
or rejoice in the genial warmth of the ſun, we 
chance not in ſo many words as often to men- 
tion him that made it what it is, yet the con- 
nection or implication always accompanies the 
mind that is uſed to contemplate the works 
of the Almighty. As God has been pleaſed 
to make you an inſtrument of much good, all, 
who are the better for you, will, 1 dare ſay, 
never fail to be thankful to him who has raiſed 
you up; and I do, among many more, pray 
for the continuance of your life and health, fo 
far as it is conſiſtent with divine wiſdom to 
prolong them: and then, I think, the reſt will 
follow, — that you will continue to do good, 

| and 
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and be a moſt uſeful member of chriſtian ſo- 
ciety. 
1 am heartily aſhamed of, and beg pardon 

for the trouble J gave you in deſiring an ac- 
count from you, of what you had publiſhed, 
which I might readily have obtained from your 
bookſeller : and what you had in defign was 
ſurely a ſtill more impertinent and inexcuſable 
* queſtion, from a perfect ſtranger. However, it 
has produced a farther proof of your great and 
obliging condeſcenſion, for which I abundantly 
thank you. 

IT am not inſenſible of the number of worthy 
and fignificant correſpondents you muſt needs 
have: and which ſtill enhances the favour of 
your writing ſo long a letter, to ſo obſcure and 
little a man as I am, who have no ſort of title 
to any notice from any part of the literary 
world. a 

In the great building of the Church of Chriſt, 
all the conſtituent materials are not fitted alike 
for . pillars or chief corner ſtones; nor are all, 
who are appointed to direct and overſee the 
work, equally qualified to be maſter builders or 
principal agents; but as every one, according to 
his place and appointment, may be more or 
leſs proper and neceſſary, fo, I truſt, by a dili- 
gent application of my moderate talents, (though 
I be only fit to carry mortar to the head work- 
men) I may in ſome reſpects be uſefully em- 
ployed; and through the abundant mercy and 


' favour of the infinitely gracious proprietor, re- 
ceĩve 
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ceive my proportion of wages at the great day 
of reckoning. 

1 am extremely obliged to you, dear Sir, .for 
your ardent prayers for the fucceſs of my mi- 
niſtry ; the large ſhare of prudence and diſcre- 
tion, as well as of courage and piety, requiſite 
for ſo important a truſt and employment as I 
am engaged in, I ſcarce ever think on but 
with awful fear, But inſufficient as I am of my- 
ſelf, I know that the divine maſter, whoſe I am, 
and whom 1 ſerve, and who has hitherto won- 
derfully ſupported me under, and carried me 
through, the burden and difficulties of my ſta- 
tion, is ever able and willing to help and aſſiſt 
all, who are zealous to advance his kingdom 
and glory. 

I muſt not forget to acknowledge the favour 
of your kind invitation to call on you, in caſe 
1 ſhould come your way. I ſhall think it a 
particular honour and ſatisfaction once in my 
life to take Dr. Doddridge by the hand; and 
ſhould be glad to be fo fortunate as to be 
in London when he is there: which, I be- 
lieve will be the moſt likely and favourable 
opportunity for our meeting. I uſed heretofore 
to viſit ſome friends at Coventry, and conſe- 
quently to go through Northampton ; but long 


journies are more than I am now equal to the 


fatigue of. I hope you enjoy as good a frame 
and conſtitution of body, as you do of ſoul. 
I think you muſt needs poſleſs the former, or 
you could never be able to exert and exerciſe 

the 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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the latter ſo copiouſly and inceſſantly as you 
do. For my part, I am tender and weakly, 
and difqualified for- much labour either of body 
or mind: and though (God be © thanked) not 


| hitherto ſubject to ſevere illneſs or acute diſ- 


tempers, ſo as to be much interrupted in the 
diſcharge of my duty; yet, I was, a few years 
fince, unaccountably deprived of- the uſe of my 


voice for fix weeks; which, by reſt, and proper 
applications for a nervous weakneſs (to which 


the ſkilful of the profeſſion attributed it) it 
pleaſed God to reſtore to me again, And a- 
bating that interval, I do not remember, that 
F have been incapacitated for performing pub- 
lick duty, above one Sunday in twenty years. 

And now, good Sir, is it poſſible for your 
candour to be equal to ſuch a degree of im- 
pertinence, as I am ſenſible, I muſt appear to 
you; toi be guilty of, in ſaying ſo much of my- 
{elt, eſpecially when I had ſo much better a 

before me, (I would, if your modeſty 
did not forbid me to lay) I mean yourſelf and 
your writings ? 

It is now high time to releaſe you, which 
without farther apology I ſhall do, by ſubſcrib- 
ing myſelf, 
| Worthy Sir, 

Your greatly obliged friend and ſervant, 
MARK HiLpssLey. 


P. S. Two lines only, certifying me of your 
forgiveneſs of the freedom I have taken with 
| you, 
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you, will probably find me at my lodgings at 
the wheat ſheaf, in Bedford-Street, Covent- 
Garden, London, in the ſecond week of next 

month, and will be extremely acceptable. But 
ſuffer me not, I beſeech you, to rob the pub- 
lick of your precious time. 


LETT: CLI. 
FROM THE DUTCHESS OF SOMERSET,* 


SIR, Percy-Lodge, Sept. 15, 1750, 


Was yeſterday very agreeably ſurpriſed with 


the favour of your letter, and had purpoſed 
writing to you "7 this poſt, whether I had re- 
G g ceived 


® This lady, as eminent for her virtues as her rank, 

was the eldeſt daughter of the honourable Henry Thynne, 
only ſon of Thomas, Lord Viſcount Weymouth. She 
married Algernoon, Earl of Hartford, ſon of Charles 
Seymour, Duke of Somerſet, who ſucceeded to the title 
and eſtate of his father, December 2, 1748. She died 
July 7, 1754, leaving an only daughter, who was after- 
wards Dutcheſs of Northumberland, Her Grace, as one 
obſerves, appears to have been a truly pious, amiable, 
and accompliſhed Lady, Mr. Thomſon, in his poem en- 
titled the Spring, thus addreſſes her: 

O Hartford, fitted or to ſhine in courts 

With unaffected grace, or walk the plain 

With innocence and meditation join'd 

In ſoft aſſemblage, liſten to my ſong, 

Which thy own ſeaſon paints; when nature all 

Is blooming, and benevolent like thee, 
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ceived it or not, to return you my fincere 
thanks for the valuable preſent which our laſt 
waggon . brought me. I had not the pleaſure 
of being acquainted with any of your writings, 
till I was at Bath, three years ago, with my poor 
Lord, when an'old acquaintance of mine, the 
Dowager Lady Hyndford, recommended to me to 
read the Riſe and Progreſs of Religion in the Soul: 
and I may with great truth aſſure you, that I 
never was ſa deeply affected with any thing I 
ever met with as with that book; and could 
not be eaſy, till 1 had given one to every ſer- 
vant in my houſe, who appeared to be of a 
ſerious turn of mind. I immediately ſent for 
the two firſt volumes of your Family Expoſi- 
tor, which were the only ones out at that time, 
end ſince have got that upon the Acts, your 
ſermons upon regeneration, thoſe preached for 
the peculiar uſe of young people, and in ſhort 
every thing of your writing, which 1 could 
meet with. It is with great pleaſure that I hear 
you are going on with the reſt of the New 
Teſtament; and muſt beg, that you will give me 
leave to add my name to the liſt of your ſub- 
ſcribers: and be ſo good to let me know to 
whom I ſhall direct my payment to be made. 
My dear Lord read your former volumes with 
great attention and ſatisfaction, and frequently 
ſpoke of them as the beſt books he had ever 

ſeen upon the ſubject. | 
I muſt now come to the moſt mortifying 
and difficult oe of my letter, which is to give 
you 


THE REV. DR. DODDRIDGE. 467 


you ſome account of myſelf. And I muſt begin- 
by entreating you, not to aſcribe to modeſty or 
humility what 1s extorted from me by the force 
of truth. I dare not, I would not, deceive 
you, by pretending to deſerve any part of the 
character which the partiality of my friends has 
inclined them to give me. Nay, I am conſcious, 
that even that partiality proceeds from a natural 
flexibility in my temper, which I forrowfully 
experience to be one of my preateſt hinderances 
in the purſuit of the one thing needful. An 
over great anxiety for the welfare of my friends, 
has too much occupied both my time and 
thoughts; and the afflictions, with which it has 
pleaſed God to vifit me, have, I fear, been 
too bitterly regretted by me, and made me often 
incapable of addreſſing myſelf as I ought to 
the only fountain of comfort. Yet I truſt, I 
do not deceive myſelf, when I think, I never 
once murmured againſt the almighty power who 
deprived me of thoſe bleſſings which I was un- 
worthy of; but who has till ſpared to me great 
comforts in a moſt affectionate and dutiful daugh- 
ter, whoſe choice in her marriage, he has- mer- 
cifully directed to one of the moſt worthy men 
I ever knew, and whoſe kindneſs to me does 
not fall ſhort of that of the beſt of ſons, whoſe 
- loſs he repairs to the utmoſt of his power by 
every mark of duty and affection. I think my- 
ſelf happy in the offer of your prayers; and 
will beg you in a moſt particular manner to 
preſent them at the throne of grace, that I may 

G g 2 | obtain 
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obtain- fortitude to ſtruggle with the great ene- 
my of ſouls, and receive ſanctification through 
the merits of our ever bleſſed Redeemer, and 
faith in his ſufferings and promiſes; for I ex- 
tremely need it, and extremely defire it. It is 
now time for me to put an end to this long 
letter, by aſſuring you that I am, with the 
greateſt eſteem, 
Sir, 


Your moſt obliged and faithful, humble 8 
F. SOMERSET, 


ju 


5 


L ET TE R CLI. 


FrRoM THE SAME. 


nx, | Percy-Lodge, April 14, 1751. 
' Should much ſooner have acknowledged the fa- 
vour of your letter, but fince I had the pleaſure 

to receive it, I was ſo ill for two months, that 1 

was not able to do any thing without being burden. 

ed and fatigued with it. I bleſs God, 1 am now 
greatly better, though not well enough to uſe fo 
much exerciſe as I could wiſh; eſpecially that of 

walking in my garden, which is my favourite a- 

muſement : and I was very much pleaſed to find, 

that Mr. Hervey did not think the beauty and 
fragrance of flowers a ſubject unworthy his 
notice, I am very glad to hear, that he has 

another 
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another work in hand, as all he writes muſt 
be valuable. 

I am very ſorry to hear that you have been 
ill, It is pity, that ſickneſs or any other im- 

iment ſhould interrupt your labours, which 
are ſo beneficially and wiſely appropriated to 
the good of mankind, I have» wrote twice to 
Lady Huntingdon fince I have had a letter 
from her: but a gentleman, who came from 
Briſtol laſt week, told me, that ſhe was there; 
but not having the happineſs to be acquainted 
with her, he could give me no account of her 
health; which I moſt earneſtly pray may be re- 
ſtored by the uſe of thoſe waters. 

The Prince of Wales's Death has been an 
alarming ftroke to the nation, Providenca ſeems 
to have directed the blow, where we thought 
ourſelves the moſt ſecure: for among the many 
ſchemes of hopes and fears, which people were 
laying down to themſelves, this was never men- 
tioned as a ſuppoſeable event. The harmony 
which appears to ſubſiſt between his majeſty and 
the Princeſs of Wales, is the beſt ſupport for 
the ſpirits of the nation under their preſent 
concern and aſtoniſhment. 

I will treſpaſs no longer upon your time at 
preſent, than while I beg the continuance of your 
. Prayers, and ſubſcribe myſelf, with the trueſt 
regard and gratitude, 

Sir, 
Your moſt en and faithful, humble ſervant, 
F. SOMERSET, 
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LE: T.jT ER CLIM. 
From sIx GEORGE [afterwards LoD] LYTTELTOx. 


DEAR SIR, Hagley, October 5, 1751. 
Y concern was ſo great on the account 

I received from the Biſhop of Worceſ- 

ter of the ill ſtate of your health, that in the 
midſt of my grief for the death of my Father, 
when I had ſcarce performed my laſt duties to 
him, I wrote to you at Briſtol; which letter, 
I find, you never received. Indeed, my dear 
friend, there are few loſſes I ſhould more ſenſi- 
bly feel than yours, if it ſhould pleaſe God 
to take you from me; but, I truſt, he will be 
fo gracious to your family and. your friends, as 
to prolong your life, and defer your reward for 
ſome. time longer; and I am perſuaded, no hu- 
man means can be found better than that which 
has been preſcribed to you of removing to Liſ- 
bon, and paſſing the winter in that mild climate; 
only let me entreat you to lay by all ſtudies 
while you are there; for too much application 
(and a very little in your ſtate is too much) 
would fruftrate the benefit which we may hope 
from the change of air. The complying with 
this injunction will be the beſt recompenſe you 
can make Mrs. Doddridge for all the obliga- 
tions you have to her; and if I have any au- 
thority with you, as I flatter myſelf I have, «I 
would - employ it all to enforce this upon you, 
5 for 
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for I do verily think your life will depend on 
it. You have brought. on your diſtemper by 
too continual ftudy and labour in your ſpiritual 
functions, and an entire remiſſion of mind is 
abſolutely neceſſary for your recovery, I there- 
fore requeſt it of you not to write the Preface 
to Bower's Book: it will do more harm to 
you than good to him: the merit of the work 
will bear it up againſt all theſe attacks; and as 
to the ridiculous ſtory of my having diſcarded 
him, the intimate friendſhip in which we con- 
tinue to live will be a ſufficient anſwer to that, 
and better than any teſtimony formally given. 

My poor Father met death with ſo noble a 
firmneſs, and ſo aſſured an hope of a bleſſed 
immortality, that it has raiſed our thoughts a- 
bove our grief, and fixed them much more on 
the example he has left us, than on the loſs 
we have ſuſtained. It is alſo a comfort to us, 
that, upon his body being opened, as he or- 
dered it ſhould be, we find the cauſe of his 
violent pains was of ſuch a nature as death alone 
could remove or relieve. 

Let me know by every mail how you do, and 
depend upon it, that if providence ſhall call 
you away to the crown prepared for you, no- 
thing in my power ſhall be wanting, as long as 
1 live, to ſhew the affection I had for you in 
my regard to your widow and family; but I 
hope your life will be preſerved for their fake, 
to be an ornament to the chriſtian church, 
and a ſupport of religion in theſe bad times. 

May 
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May God almighty grant it, and may we meet 
again with the pleaſure which friends reſtored to 
each other feel after ſo alarming a parting. But 
if that be denied, may we meet in the next 
world to part no more, through his power, 
who will, I truſt, blot out my offences, and 
make me worthy to be a partaker with you 

of his heavenly kingdom. 

My wife defires me to aſſure you of her 
fincere and affectionate concern for you, and fo 
do all your other acquaintance here. I am, with 
the tendereſt regard and affection, 


Dear Sir, 
Your moſt faithful friend and ſervant, 
GEorGE LYTTELTON. 


"THE E N n. 


